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Mini Grants Awarded in State Fiscal Year 2005
During the Fall, 2004, and Spring, 2005, grant rounds, the OEEF funded the following 23 projects, for a total of $95,665.36.   
Licking County Health Department, Licking County Wastewater Treatment Systems Workshop, $2,930.00, Licking County, Audience: Regulated Community, #05M-002, Contact: Robert Sealock, www.lickingcohealth.org
Provides a one-day training session for 22 operators of small extended aeration wastewater treatment plants, and 3 sanitarians that inspect these systems.  Includes classroom demonstrations and on-site training to learn system design, operation and maintenance procedures, and proper use of different types of testing equipment.  Objective is to reduce current noncompliance rates by 50%.  Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water Compliance Assistance Unit is collaborating.  

Austintown Schools / Lynn Kirk Elementary, Learning What Scientists Do Through Scientific Inquiry, $3,015.00, Mahoning County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Lower Elementary), #05M-004, Contact: Kathryn Callery, mamafrog@zoominternet.net
Develops new programming for first graders to utilize the school(s existing ten-acre land lab, with activities correlated to Ohio(s Academic Content Standards and national curricula such as Journey North and Monarch Watch. Activities designed for every month of the year include animal tracking, dissecting owl pellets, constructing a bluebird trail, recycling, a pond study, raising and tagging Monarch butterflies, and studying bats, spiders, and tadpoles and their habitats.  Austintown Township Parks and Mahoning County Recycling Green Team are collaborating.

Scioto Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), Scioto County Environmental Education Expansion, $4,893.00, Scioto County, Audience: Pre-School-University and General Public, #05M-005, Contact: jeff.montavon@oh.nacdnet.net
Provides teaching tools to enhance current outreach programs, to help 1000 students and 1000 residents learn about wetlands, surface water and ground water quality, as well as effects hazardous wastes and land use can have on water quality.  Includes a Rivrlab model and three new tops for an existing EnviroScape nonpoint source pollution tabletop model, in order to add presentations on hazardous materials, wetlands, and groundwater.  Equipment will be used for classroom presentations throughout the school year and at seven countywide events annually.
4-H Camp Ohio, Beyond the Flush!,  $4,920.00, Licking County (serving campers from: Ashland, Coshocton, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Hardin, Holmes, Knox, Licking, Marion, Morrow, Muskingum and Perry Counties), Audience: Pre-School-University (Upper Elementary and Middle School), #05M-006, Contact: Cyndi Atkinson, rca@ecr.net.

Educates 8,000 campers and visitors from 13 counties about the unique wetland alternative wastewater treatment system on the site, using materials from national curricula such as Project WET, Project WILD, Wonders of Wetlands, and a wetlands teaching guide developed with a 1993 grant from the OEEF.  Campers will study the amount of wastewater they generate per day, and utilize a new three-dimensional model of the wetland, to be developed by EnviroScape and Camp Ohio.  Ohio State University Extension is collaborating on the project. 
Crystal Clear Science, Project H.O.P.E. (Hands-on Planet Earth), $5,000.00, Butler, Clermont, Hamilton, and Warren Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Upper Elementary), #05M-007, Contact: Michelle White, crystalclear@fuse.net
Develops a travelling hands-on science program for grades 3-6, to be piloted with 1000 students in five schools.  Students attend a general assembly, then classes rotate through five learning stations featuring six experiments or demonstrations each, on themes of Amazing Air, Super Soil, Reduce/Reuse/Recycle, Wonderful Water and Nature Know-How.  Activities are correlated with Ohio(s academic content standards for science, and incorporate components from national curricula such as SEPUP (Science Education for Public Understanding) and Windows on Waste.  Collaborators include the Cincinnati Archdiocese, Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District, and Regional Ozone Coalition.

Geauga Park District, Save Our Stream - S.O.S, $4,799.00, Cuyahoga and Geauga Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Upper Elementary and Middle School) and General Public, #05M-008, Contact: John Oros, oros@geaugaparkdistrict.org
Project spearheaded by three local high school students, to educate 3,000 4th-9th grade students and residents of the Chagrin River watershed about the sensitive native brook trout population, its threatened cold water habitat,  and the effects of non-point source pollution, by providing seminars utilizing the EnviroScape riparian kit and Nonpoint Source pollution models, storm drain stickers, pamphlets, brochures for property owners on riparian buffers, and informational trail signs. Collaborators include the Chagrin River Land Conservancy, Chagrin Watershed Institute, and Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife.

ShoreBank Enterprise Group/Cleveland Entrepreneurs for Sustainability, Next Generation Energy Workshop Series, $5,000.00, Cuyahoga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage, and Summit Counties, Audience: Regulated Community, #05M-010, Contact: Holly Harlan, holly@e4sustainability.org
Provides a series of six workshops for 140 northeast Ohio businesses, on energy efficiency technologies and practices, distributed energy generation, wind and solar power, clean fuels for fleet operations, and fuel cells. Includes case studies for each of the five highlighted technologies as implemented in business contexts, and the costs and benefits of transition to (next generation(  energy sources.   Collaborators include the Earth Day CoalitionPower Partnership for Ohio/Case School of Engineering.  

Nature(s Classroom, Water Quality Curriculum Enrichment, $4,939.00, Coshocton and Richland Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary and Middle School), #05M-011, Contact: Michael Conner, ncoh@bright.net
Provides EnviroScape nonpoint source pollution and riparian models, as well as supplies and staff training in the national Healthy Water, Healthy People curriculum, to expand water quality education programs at two camps providing week-long residential programs for 8000 students annually from 60 participating schools statewide.  New indoor and outdoor learning activities on watersheds and water quality monitoring will be correlated with Ohio(s Academic Content Standards. The United Church of Christ(s Ohio Conference Division of Outdoor Ministries is collaborating.
Willard City School District, Central Elementary School, Central(s Green Space: Planting Seeds for the Future, $5,000.00, Huron County, Audience: Pre K  through University (Elementary), #05M-012, Contact: Jennifer Daniel, danielj@willard.k12.oh.us
Enhances an existing outdoor learning area with supplies and new lessons on gardening, soil quality, native plants, species life cycles, species interdependence, and weather.  Interdisciplinary activities include planting trees in the community, and fourth grade social studies students making and marketing strawberry jam from strawberries they planted, to investigate the process of raw materials to finished product.  The school(s 600 students include a high population of Migrant/Hispanic ESL (English as a Second Language) learners.  The project includes a component where 75 students in a six-week Summer Migrant School plant and maintain a vegetable garden, with some of the produce harvested by those students in the summer, and additional produce harvested in the fall by students in the regular school, with each group studying the other(s role in planting and harvesting.  Collaborators include the City of Willard, Huron County Soil and Water Conservation District, and Ohio State University at Mansfield(s Teacher Academy. 

Delaware General Health District, Hands on the Land: Conservation and Ecological Fair, $5,000.00, Delaware County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Upper Elementary), #05M-015, Contact: Susan Sutherland, suthrlnd@rrcol.com
Brings 600 fourth graders to the county fairgrounds over two days, for a fair with six different learning stations on environmental themes such as recycling, watersheds, wildlife adaptations, and how species interact.  All activities are being correlated to Ohio(s Academic Content Standards.  Collaborators include Columbus Zoo, Delaware Area Career Center, Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District, Grady Memorial Hospital, Highbanks Metro Park, Keep Delaware County Beautiful, Ohio State University Extension, Ohio Wildlife Center, Preservation Parks of Delaware County, and Stratford Ecological Center.  

American Farmland Trust, Farmland Preservation County Outreach Project, $4,239.36, Clark, Fairfield, Fulton, Geauga, Greene, Holmes, Licking, Lucas, Montgomery, Portage, Preble, and Wayne Counties, Audience: General Public, #05M-018, Contact: Sara Nikolic

Offers six workshops to develop 150 local leaders who are knowledgeable about farmland preservation techniques, the impacts of farming and development on local water quality, and opportunities for local and regional collaboration. 

Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District, Building Bridges from the Classroom to the Watershed, $5,000.00, Muskingum County, Audience: Pre-School–University (Elementary), #05M-021, Contact: linda-atkinson@oh.nacdnet.org
Approximately 375 third- and fourth-grade students will participate in classroom and outdoor lessons about soil, water, wildlife, and forestry, then design and install storm drain markers in the Muskingum River Watershed to teach community residents about watershed protection.  Students will also present their project to local community leaders, teachers, school board members, and SWCD staff.  

Black Swamp Conservancy, Lake Erie Islands Chapter (LEIC), Environmental Education Day Camps for the Lake Erie Islands: Environmental Adventures Camp and Nature Camp at the Bay, $4,474.00, Erie and Ottawa Counties, Audience: Pre-School–University (Elementary), #05M-022, Contact: Lisa Brohl, leic_bsc@cros.net
Enhances environmental content of a week-long summer day camp for up to 60 6-8 year olds, and adds a new Environmental Adventure Day Camp for students 9 and older, who are residents or visitors to Kelley’s, South Bass and Middle Bass Islands.   Topics include island wildlife (insects, spiders, fish, and the Lake Erie Water Snake), shoreline and wetland ecosystems, island geology, environmental monitoring and research techniques, with a tour of Stone Laboratory.  

Paint Creek Watershed Project, A Journey Through Paint: History of the Paint Creek Watershed and How These Waterways Helped Mold the Community, $4,866.00, Fayette, Highland, and Ross Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary) and General Public, #05M-024, Contact: julie-brown@oh.nacdnet.org
Provides a field day in each county for 250 third grade students and a field day for 500 adults at the Seip Mound State Memorial property.  These events will focus on Paint Creek history; aquatic life, local topography and geology; and how activities such as forestry, fishing, hunting, trapping, commerce and transportation have changed the waterways.  Multiple local organizations are collaborating.
Kent State University Child Development Center, The Wetlands Project: Supporting an Early Childhood Curriculum, $2,148.00, Portage County, Audience: Pre-School-University, (Early Childhood), #05M-025, Contact: Pam Hutchins, phutchin@kent.edu
Involves early childhood education majors in developing curriculum units for 24 toddlers, 90 preschoolers, and 22 kindergarteners to study a wetland area on the campus.  Children’s activities will include observation of animal tracks, identification of plants and physical properties of the site, classification of objects collected in the wetland, collecting seeds and water samples, conducting introductory science experiments, and making still photographs and a video to document their exploration.  KSU Departments of Geology and Biological Sciences are collaborating.

Firelands Land Conservancy, Inc., “Educational Program for Land Protection”, $1,795.00, Erie and Huron Counties, Audience: General Public, #05M-027, Contact: Kate Pilacky, firelandslc@oberlin.net
Provides an educational program for landowners, developers, real estate professionals, local elected officials, zoning and planning agencies, on Conservation Development techniques to soften the impact of development on natural, historic, agricultural, environmental and scenic resources.  Forum topics will include comprehensive planning, landowner decision making, compact development, transfer of development rights, impact fees for open space, current legislation and the Clean Ohio Fund.  Soil and Water Conservation Districts in both counties are collaborating.

Muskingum Family Y, “Eco Club”, $4,981.00, Hocking, Licking, Muskingum, and Perry Counties, Audience: Pre-School - University (Elementary and Middle School), #05M-028, Contact: Pam McFerren, ymcazville@sbcglobal.net
Provides eight naturalist-led field trips to nature centers, State Parks and an arboretum for up to 200 children ages 7-14, during the summer and on Saturdays during the school year.  Topics include geology, stream and forest ecosystems, wetlands, birds, insects, wildlife and habitat, land use changes, and wilderness safety and survival.  Dillon State Park and Zane State College are collaborating.

Butler Soil and Water Conservation District, “Intensive Water Education Program”, $4,665.00, Butler County, Audience: Pre-School – University, (Grades K-12), #05M-030, Contact: Lynn White, whitelr@butlercountyohio.org  

Twenty-five teachers will participate in a 1½ day workshop on water quality monitoring techniques and two national curricula, Project WET and Healthy Water, Healthy People.  Five field trips will introduce 125 students to water quality monitoring using macro-invertebrates and chemical test kits. A lending trunk for classroom use will provide macroinvertebrate specimens and simulate the chemistry, riparian area and wildlife characteristic of a healthy and a polluted stream.  The trunk will also be used for demonstrations at the Butler County Fair and Waterfest.  The Butler County Storm Water District and Hamilton-New Baltimore Groundwater Consortium are collaborating. 

Friends of The Crawford Park District, “Promoting and Providing Environmental Education Programs for the Educators and Youth of Crawford County with the Crawford Park District,” $1,604.00, Crawford County, Audience: Pre-School – University, (Elementary, Middle and High School), #05M-031, Contact: Cynthia Eusey, ceusey-nat@crawfordparkdistrict.org
Provides publications, supplies, and alignment with academic content standards  for weekly naturalist-led programs for schools and youth groups, reaching 1500 area students.  Twelve on-site programs in parks and one outreach program cover topics such as comparing the adaptations and life cycles of different birds, animals and insects, classification, and how changes to habitat can be beneficial and harmful.   Mid-0hio Educational Service Center is collaborating.

Hopewell Culture National Historical Park, “Portable Freshwater Mussel Teaching Kit for Outdoor/Indoor Aquatic Lab,” $1,665.00, Ross County, Audience: Pre-School – University, (Elementary, Middle and High School), #05M-032, Contact: Myra Vick, Myra_Vick@nps.gov
Park Biologist will work with local high school biology students and watershed volunteers to collect and identify freshwater mussels for a portable teaching exhibit aligned with K-12 academic content standards for life sciences.  The exhibit will focus on water quality, ecosystems, food webs, and biodiversity in Paint Creek and Scioto River tributaries.   The Paint Creek Watershed Coordinator is collaborating.  

Ohio Environmental Council, “Vernal Pool Education Program”, $5,000.00, Statewide, Audience: General Public, #05M-033, Contact: David Celebrezze, David@theOEC.org
Provides training to help naturalists, educators, landowners, local officials and watershed groups inventory and monitor the health of intermittent bodies of water that play an important role in preserving ecosystem diversity.  Workshops in the Black and Cuyahoga River Watersheds will provide classroom and field activities to give 100 participants the tools to conduct field surveys.  An online data warehouse and Website will enable sharing of data that can help local officials in water quality planning, storm water management, and inventorying wetlands.   The Nature Conservancy and the Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water are collaborating.  

Clermont Soil and Water Conservation District, “Paddling Programs Improve Awareness and Pride in the East Fork”, $4,980.00, Brown, Clermont, Clinton, and Highland Counties, Audience: General Public, #05M-034, Contact Paul Berringer, paul-berringer@oh.nacdnet.org
Provides equipment to implement a new in-stream educational program and support the Adopt-A-Waterway program and annual river sweeps in the East Fork of the Little Miami Watershed. The program will pair professionals such as biologists, ecologists and hydrologists with members of the agricultural community, developers, civic organizations, business and community leaders for canoe tours of the River to study the effects of urbanization, hydrologic modification, agricultural runoff, and other sources of water quality impairment.    Tours will examine healthy areas of the River with thriving riparian corridors, clean substrates and access to floodplains, and unhealthy areas where siltation has degraded aquatic life and where excessive stream bank erosion has occurred.  Collaborators include the East Fork Watershed Collaborative, Clermont County Park District, and Clermont County Office of Environmental Quality.

Orrville City Schools, Orrville High School, Radon Assessment in Orrville Neighborhoods Project R.A.D.O.N, $4,752.00, Wayne County, Audience: Pre-School -  University (High School), #05M-037, Contact: Mr. J. Duxbury, orvl_jduxbur@tccsa.net
Provides radon test kits and supplies to enable Orrville High School Environmental Geology students to educate local residents about radon, and develop a database and map of radon levels in the county.  City of Orrville, Wayne County Health Department, and Ohio Geological Survey are collaborating.     

For more information, contact:





Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH  43216-1049

Phone:  (614) 644-2873

Email: oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Web site: www.epa.state.oh.us/oeef/
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