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Ohio Environmental Education Fund

Mini Grants Awarded in State Fiscal Year 2003


During the Fall, 2002 and Spring 2003 grant rounds, the OEEF funded the following 24 projects, for a total of $99,475.00.  
The Ohio State University at Lima, Inquiry, Scientists, and the Environment, $4,950, Allen, Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin, Logan, Mercer, Paulding, Putnam, Shelby, and Van Wert Counties, Audience: PreK-University (elementary), #03M-002.  Contact: Lynn Sametz, sametz.1@osu.edu.

Extends a previous OEEF grant project supporting outreach programs reaching 6000 - 8000 students yearly in a ten-county area.  This mini grant provides 30 classes with the opportunity and tools to investigate local environmental issues related to the 5th and 6th grade science and social studies curriculum.   Fifth graders work in groups to determine where to site a hypothetical new school, by analyzing data about endangered plants and animals and other environmental impacts related to specific sites (park land, current school property, city, mall, or farmland).  Sixth graders investigate whether to rebuild, relocate, demolish or leave alone an area demolished by a tornado.  Student teams present their recommendations to the entire class.
After School Discovery, Waterways Adventures, $4,966, Ashtabula County, Audience: PreK-University (elementary), #03M-004.  Contact: Patricia Seymour, pgseymour@adelphia.com.

Provides 260 4th through 6th grade students with expanded environmental science curriculum and hands-on experiences related to local watershed issues, human impact, and the water cycle. Students identify the basic steps in soil and water testing, investigate the physical layout of the Ashtabula River basin, identify sources of point and nonpoint pollution, perform site evaluations, and share knowledge and findings through presentations. Upper level high school students and local experts act as mentors, visit classrooms to assist students and demonstrate equipment. Includes participation in the Lake to River Symposium, where the students can present projects and interact with environmental science professionals. Project is tied to math and science standards, as well as enhancing skills in public speaking and group work. Collaboration with Ashtabula Area and Geneva City School Districts.
Village of Waynesville, Waynesville Education Materials Project, $2,500, Warren County, Audience: PreK-University (elementary and high school), #03M-006.  Contact: Faymon Roberts, froberts@waynesville-ohio.org.

Supports an elementary school storm sewer labeling project in the Little Miami Watershed, and materials for elementary science classroom presentations by utility staff.  High school science students also visit the wastewater treatment plant to study treatment processes and lab data showing the quality and characteristics of the wastewater effluent and the Little Miami River over time, as reflected on NPDES monthly operating reports.  Collaborators include the Warren Soil and Water Conservation District and Wayne Local Schools.
Tri County Educational Service Center for Killbuck Elementary School, Mother Earth Academy, $5,000, Holmes County, Audience: PreK-University (elementary), #03M-010.  Contact: Robert K. Hunter, rkhunter@valkyrie.net.

Provides funding for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students to participate in 12 one-day workshops sessions during different seasons, to conduct pond and stream studies, rock and tree identification, and investigate reforestation, rock cycles, and ecosystems. Participating students will be given (Earth Day kits( (soil and water test kits) to be used for student-parent activities associated with the project. Project is tied to proficiency standards, and will be monitored for success/improvement in test scores. Collaborators include Ashland University and Wooster City High School.
4-H Clubs of Highland County, Natural Adventures, $2,465, Highland County, Audience: PreK-University, #03M-013.  Contact: Danielle Thompson, thompson.953@osu.edu.

Supplies a 1500 square foot butterfly garden/outdoor classroom for 4-H youth to study habitat loss and improvement, water quality, stream monitoring, plant/animal identification, and litter prevention. The garden, created through a collaboration with Highland County Agricultural Society and The Ohio State University Master Gardener Program, will feature plants to support both caterpillars and adult butterflies. The site will also be used for special events and natural resources programs.

Mt. Gilead Exempted Village School District, Park Avenue Elementary, Seeds For Growth, $2,066, Morrow County, Audience: PreK-University (elementary and high school) and General Public, #03M-015.  Contact: Kim Porter, theporters@redbird.net.

During the summer of 2003, 100 kindergarten students and their families will plant, maintain and harvest sunflowers in an outdoor learning center that will continue to be grown yearly, working with teachers and volunteers from an adjacent senior citizen community.  The kinder-(gardeners( will practice graphing and measuring skills for height, width, and weight as the sunflowers grow and produce seeds, study the effect of weather, wildlife and humans on the growing process, and distribute the seed heads to 28 K-5th grade classes when school begins in the fall.   Collaborating with the Morrow SWCD, high school senior volunteers will prepare the site for planting and assist with summer activities as part of their community service requirement.  Students and teachers will do radio interviews and post stories, information, and photos on the school Web Site to generate interest and (ownership( for families new to the school.
Columbus Recreation and Parks Department, Ohio BioBlitz: Biodiversity is in Your Backyard, $5,000, Cuyahoga, Delaware, Franklin, Geauga, Greene, Hamilton, Licking, Montgomery, Ross, and Wood Counties, Audience: General Public, #03M-016.  Contact: Elayna M. Grody, emgrody@cmhmetro.net.

Provides funding for a 24-hour biological survey in June, 2003, by citizens, scientists and volunteers in city parks and surrounding areas of ten different counties, to increase public awareness of biodiversity and the health of local habitats. In addition to the surveys, festivals in the parks will include hands-on, biodiversity-related activities including stream sampling; dragon-fly, wildflower and tree identification; native plant gardening; pond studies; birding by canoe; live animal demonstrations; and environmental education games. Results of the biological surveys in the participating counties will be shared on tally boards the day of the event, maintained in a database, and presented to the broader public through various mediums.  Columbus Recreation and Parks Department staff are training and facilitating parks staff from the other counties.  
Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed (FLOW), Keeping the Olentangy River Clean - Robbie(s Road Show, $4,977, Franklin County, Audience: PreK-University (elementary) and General Public, #03M-021.  Contact: Erin Miller, flow@myexcel.com.

Provides coloring books and rainbow darter costume for (Robbie(s Road Show(, a touring environmental education program to be presented to at least ten first, second, and third grade classes in Columbus, Upper Arlington and Worthington schools.  The program will also be featured in at least four festivals and community events, to illustrate the impact of non-point source pollution on rainbow darters and other species in the Olentangy River.  Focus includes the importance of water flow, buffer zones and vegetation to water quality and aquatic habitat.   Collaborators include: art students from the Graham High School, Columbus College of Art and Design, Franklin and Delaware County Soil and Water Conservation Districts, and Columbus, Upper Arlington and Worthington Schools.
The American Ceramic Society, National Engineers Week Future City Competition- Ohio Region, $5,000, Statewide, Audience: PreK-University (middle school), #03M-022.  Contact: Mark Glasper, mglasper@acers.org.

Supports the statewide portion of a national competition in which teams of 7th and 8th grade students design and build a future city model using SimCity 3000 software. Each team is paired with an Engineer Mentor and a Teacher Mentor. The students are required to evaluate issues and make decisions about land and water use, waste management, transportation, energy efficiency, recycled materials, and pollution produced, as well as social, economic and political aspects of city planning.   Winners of the Ohio Region competition graduate to the national finals in Washington, D.C. during National Engineers Week.   In addition to designing the computer model, students are required to construct a tabletop working model of a section of their city using recycled materials, write an essay, and prepare an oral presentation. Collaborators for the project include: M-E Companies, Battelle Memorial Institute, Ohio Department of Development Office of Energy Efficiency, Ohio Department of Education Office of Curriculum & Instruction, Taratec Corporation, TRIAD Architects, Inc., Westerville City Schools, Wittenberg University, and the Ohio EPA Office of Environmental Education.
Ohio Water Education Program, Introducing (Healthy Water, Healthy People( to Ohio(s Environmental Educators, $5,000, Franklin County, Audience: PreK-University and General Public, #03M-023.  Contact: leonard.black@dnr.state.oh.us.

Provides an Advanced Leadership Workshop and associated materials on the (Healthy Water, Healthy People (HWHP)( environmental education initiative for 15 active Project WET facilitators. HWHP was developed by The Watercourse (developers of Project WET guides) and the Hach Scientific Foundation to be used by educators to teach about water quality issues. Participants in the workshop will receive the Educator(s Guide, Technical Manual, and water quality testing kit, as well as training on how to use them. Trained facilitators are then encouraged to conduct workshops for teachers and students. Collaborators include the ODNR Divisions of Water and Soil & Water Conservation, and the Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water.

Highland Local School-Highland Middle School, Plant Habitat Garden, $2,600, Morrow and Knox Counties, Audience: PreK-University (middle school), #03M-025.  Contact: Joyce Goodge, goodgie_99@yahoo.com.

Provides a land lab wildlife garden for native Ohio plants, to be planned by a 7th grade student team and used by approximately 400 students. Students will have the opportunity to discuss plants with horticulturalist, take a field trip to the Glass House in Mt. Vernon to investigate plant identification further and select plants for the garden. Students will create a dichotomous identification key to identify and distinguish species in the garden; write journals, poetry and newsletter articles; and conduct tours for community members. Park management staff, Womens( Garden Club members, and student families will collaborate to build raised beds and help the students maintain the garden.
Rural Action, Inc, Environmental Learning Program, Forests & Watersheds Learning Unit, $5,000, Athens, Perry, Morgan, and Vinton Counties, Audience: PreK-University, #03M-028.  Contact:

Pilots a Forests and Watersheds Learning Unit for an after-school program targeting 40-60 middle and high school students from watersheds in rural Appalachian Ohio.  Students will map, photograph and inventory their own watersheds, research historical uses of the area(s natural resources, conduct water sampling, observe logging practices, identify and propose solutions for water quality problems that may be related to forestry practices.  The pilot program will utilize learning activities from Project Learning Tree, Project WET, and Project WILD, and builds on Rural Action(s ongoing Environmental Learning Program, funded in part by OEEF, in response to a needs assessment of teachers of grades 1-8 in three area school districts.  This new project will help extend the ELP into middle and high schools.  Collaborators include the Sunday Creek Watershed Group, Monday Creek Restoration Project, ReUse Industries, Athens County and Perry County District Libraries, as well as Lake Hope and Burr Oak State Parks for field trips.

Hancock Soil and Water Conservation District, Splash Bash 2003, $3,862, October 2002 - June 2003, Hancock County, Audience: Preschool-University (Elementary), #03M-030.  Contact: Brian Miller, (419) 422-6569.

Helps support a water festival on the Blanchard River for approximately 600 fourth grade students, focusing on everyday uses of water for cooling and manufacturing as well as physical needs of humans and wildlife.  Activities include macroinvertebrate counts, water quality sampling, constructing miniature ground water wells, oil spill cleanup demonstrations, mapping local watersheds, and exploring wildlife in the watershed.  Multiple collaborators include several universities and school districts, municipalities, park districts, drinking and waste water treatment plants, OSU Extension, ODNR and Ohio EPA.  

Columbus Health Department, Columbus Environmental Asthma Trigger Education Development Project, $4,983, June 2003-May 2004, Franklin County, Audience: General Public, #03M-031.  Contact: Phillip Bouton, pbouton@columbus.gov.

This train-the-trainer project enables health department officials, school nurses and community members to attend a nationally recognized asthma educator course in Columbus sponsored by the American Lung Association.  Participants then help low-income families understand how to control and prevent asthma attacks triggered by home and outdoor environmental factors such as ground-level ozone, outdoor molds and pollens, tobacco smoke, pet dander, indoor molds, dust mites, cockroaches, and chemical respiratory irritants.  School nurses identify students at high risk for or diagnosed with asthma, for in-home environmental trigger assessments and education.  Volunteer participants from predominantly African-American neighborhoods will help organize home visits by health department officials to help parents and affected children develop asthma trigger management strategies.  Includes 330 in-home sessions, a resource guide, and a desk top display at 12 local events.     

Glen Este High School, School for Scientific Studies, The Ohio River(s Water Quality: A Close Look at the Historic and Current Conditions of the River, $4,996, April -June 2003, Brown, Clermont, and Hamilton Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (High School), #03M-036.  Contact: Jon Souders, souders_j@hccanet.org.

This new high school uses the environment as an integrating contect for learning, with cross-curricular activities with an environmental focus to teach concepts in English, social studies and science.  Working with biologists and public relations specialists at the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission, Clermont County Office of Environmental Quality, and Clermont County Soil and Water Conservation District, students will compile film footage and data about the water quality history of the Ohio River in the Cincinnati area, to assess past and present land use practices and their impact on the River.  They will develop multimedia presentations to share with local elected officials, schools, and the community.  OEEF funding provides equipment to convert film and video footage into digital format, to make archival materials more widely available.  

Ohio Environmental Council, Board Development Training for Watershed Organizations, $5,000, April 2003 - March 2004, Statewide, Audience: General Public, #03M-039.  Contact: Keith Dimoff, keith@theoec.org.

Provides a two-day training conference for up to 150 board members and officers of local watershed organizations and their watershed coordinators hired with Clean Water Act Section 319 funding, on the role of boards, and related organizational development issues.  Training is designed to strengthen the infrastructure of watershed organizations to better enable them teach citizens and other watershed stakeholders about water quality, and provide direction for local watershed protection activities.  The Institute for Conservation Leadership,  ODNR Division of Soil and Water Conservation, and Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water are collaborators.  

Geauga County Combined Health District, Package Plant Extended Aeration Workshop, $2,555, April - July, 2003, Geauga and northeast Ohio counties, Audience:  Regulated Community, #03M-040.  Contact: Helen Hayes, (440) 285-2222 Ext. 6478.

Provides a two-day workshop on operation and maintenance of small wastewater treatment systems, for regulated entities and local health department inspectors.  Includes on-site training at business and mobile home park systems, and demonstrations of various testing instruments.  Data from random followup inspections will be analyzed to determine whether effluent quality is improved after operators attend the workshop, compared to previous years, and compared to effluent from systems whose operators have not attended the training.

Fulton County Health Department, Sewage Treatment Installers Training for Defiance, Fulton, Henry and Williams Counties, $2,476, April 2003 - March 2004, Defiance, Fulton, Henry and Williams Counties, Audience: Regulated Community, #03M-042.  Contact: Kimberly A. Cupp, k-cupp@fulton-net.com.

Sewage treatment system installers work in multiple jurisdictions, with different regulatory requirements and specifications in each jurisdiction.  Eighteen health districts in northwest Ohio are collaborating on aligning their requirements and publishing a standard specification manual to provide contractors with the guidance to bid a project competitively and install a system that will pass inspection regardless of the participating county jurisdiction.  The manual addresses ground water and surface water isolation from the sewage treatment system, based on the EPA Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Manual.  The mini grant will provide printed manuals and supplies for workshops in four counties for 160 sewage treatment system installers.       

Coventry Local Schools, Erwine Middle School, Beyond the Classroom Walls, $4,960, May - November 2003, Cuyahoga, Muskingum, Ottawa and Summit Counties, Audience: Preschool-University (Middle School), #03M-043.  Contact: Susan Cook, scook@coventry.k12.oh.us.

Funds one component of a comprehensive, multidisciplinary outdoor environmental education program for sixth graders, that includes programs by  OSU Stone Laboratory, The Wilds (Hands on the Land( ecological restoration program (also funded by OEEF), The Ohio Division of Wildlife(s (Hooked on Fishing, Not on Drugs( and the Cuyahoga Valley Environmental Education Center(s four-day residential program on (All the Rivers Run.(  Students at CVEEC learn about the Cuyahoga River history and watershed, then form decision making teams to study land use, natural resource management, historic preservation and water quality.  

MRB Hydrologic Environment Research, Inc., Regional Wetlands Education CD, $4,954, April 2003 - April 2004, Mahoning County, Audience: Preschool(University (Upper Elementary and Middle School), #03M-046.  Contact: Vicki Robinson, weteducate@zoominternet.net.

Customizes a CD-ROM on regional wetland ecology, with accompanying guidebook and power point presentation, to contain photographs and materials specific to 15 different sub-watersheds of the Mahoning River, so that each school can study seasonal changes to water flow within its own sub-watershed, wetland types present within the watershed, and the school(s impact to the sub-watershed.  CD-ROMs will be distributed at teacher workshops conducted by the Mahoning Soil and Water Conservation District and local environmental education provider organizations.  

James M. Cox Jr. Arboretum Foundation, Compost Kitchen Interpretive Site, $4,500, April - October 2003, Montgomery County, Audience: General Public, #03M-048.  Contact: Nikol Marsh, nmarsh@metroparks.org.

Provides a hands-on demonstration area showcasing six different backyard composting methods ranging from homemade compost corrals to store-bought compost tumblers.  A Compost Kitchen kiosk within Gardens Metro Park will include interpretive signage and supplemental educational materials explaining the composting cycle and techniques to increase efficiency and avoid nuisance and odor problems.  The compost areas will utilize organic material from the Arboretum(s Edible Landscape Garden, and the compost produced will be utilized and showcased as mulch throughout the Arboretum.  Montgomery County Solid Waste District is collaborating.  

Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services, Air Quality Activity Book, $4,000, June - October 2003, Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Warren Counties, Audience: Preschool-University (Elementary), #03M-049.  Contact: Lynn R. White, LYNN.WHITE@HAMILTON-CO.ORG.

The Hamilton County Air Quality Management Division will collaborate with the Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI) to produce an air quality activity booklet for children in grades 3-6.  15,000 activity books will be distributed to schools in four southwestern Ohio counties, to teach students about industrial, residential, mobile and natural pollution sources; effects of pollution on health, water, plants and animals; and what students can do to help reduce air pollution through energy conservation and other choices.  

Miami University, Building and Special Services, Miami University Comprehensive Waste Reduction Plan, $2,765, August 2003 - April 2004, Butler County, Audience: Preschool-University (University), #03M-051.  Contact: Logan Minning, recycle@muohio.edu.

Provides a waste audit, supplies, informational and incentive materials for a multi-faceted campaign to increase recycling rates and reduce waste in campus dining and residence halls and on-campus apartments.  Includes opportunities for larger community participation and feedback.  Goodwill Industries, Butler County Recycling and Litter Prevention, and Ohio University are collaborating.  

Mason City Schools, Project Green Space, $4,900, May 2003 - May 2004, Warren County, Audience: Preschool-University (Middle School), #03M-052.  Contact: Jill Arminio, arminioj@mason.k12.oh.us
Enhances an existing two-acre environmental study area at a former middle school with new features and site-specific science curriculum for use by grades four, five and six. Site improvements include bird blinds and feeders, a soil profile pit, and signage on abiotic-biotic interactions and common plants and animals, along a new nature walk.   Mason Gardening Club, Warren County Soil and Water Conservation District, and Miami University GREEN Teachers Institute (also OEEF-funded) are collaborating.   
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For more information, contact:

Ohio EPA

Office of Environmental Education

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH 43216-1049

Phone (614) 644-2873










Fax (614) 728-1275

Email oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Web www.epa.state.oh.us/other/oeef/oeemain.html
_1131359401.unknown

