
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 5.5 
Stream Segment Location:   At Bridge Point Trail Road 
QHEI Score:    61.75 
 
FIELD NOTES:  10 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located to the east of Bridge Pointe Trail to the south of 
Colorado Ave.  The substrate is a mix of bedrock, boulders, cobbles, gravel and sand.  
The creek is 30’ wide and minnows, frogs, and a muskrat were noted.  The narrow (50’) 
buffers contained eastern cottonwood, black willow, green ash, pin oak, American elm, 
black walnut, black cherry, staghorn sumac, red maple and multiflora rose.  The medium 
velocity portion of the creek is 10-25 cm. Deep.  Possible contamination from a carwash 
along Colorado Ave. was noted along the north bank.  It was rust colored.  Minor 
amounts of algae were noted.  The banks are 5-10’ high. 
 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 5.5 – Facing upstream from bridge. 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 6.1 
Stream Segment Location:  At Detroit Road 
QHEI Score:    59 
 
FIELD NOTES:  10 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located upstream (southeast) of Detroit Road.  The south 
bank has a 8+/-‘ retaining wall along an apartment complex with no buffer.  The north 
bank has a 20-25’ wide buffer between residential developments, but becomes wider 
(100+’ to +/- 500’) upstream of the bridge.  The sand and cobble-dominated substrate 
also contains boulders, gravel, bedrock, and silt.  The forested riparian area contained 
black walnut, black locust, eastern cottonwood, sycamore, boxelder, Japanese knotweed, 
hophornbeam, black willow, mulberry, sugar maple, white ash, American basswood, and 
green ash.  A portion of the north bank has bank protection comprised of demolition 
debris (concrete).  Minnows and macro invertebrates were noted.  A good pool/riffle 
complex ranged in depth from 5-50 cm.  The creek was 35’ wide and has 5-10’ banks on 
either side. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 6.1 – Facing upstream from bridge. 
 



 
 

2) French Creek 6.1 – Facing downstream from end of sample. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 6.9 
Stream Segment Location:   At Stony Ridge Road (RT. 611) 
QHEI Score:    69.25 
 
FIELD NOTES:  10 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located upstream (east) of Stony Ridge Road.  The 
substrate is a combination of gravel, sand, bedrock, cobbles, boulders and silt.  The 18-
30’ wide stretch ranges in depth from 25-75 cm.  Frogs, ducks, and minnows were noted.  
The north bank has a fairly wide riparian buffer of cottonwood, black willow, black 
walnut, boxelder, hophornbeam, American basswood, and multiflora rose.  The south 
bank has little or no buffer to the adjacent residential development.  A PVC pipe was 
noted draining a residential lot to the south. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 6.9 - Facing upstream from bridge 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2) French Creek 6.9 – Tributary entering from south 
 
 

 
 

3) French Creek 6.9 – Facing downstream from end of sample 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 7.65 
Stream Segment Location:   At Center Road 
QHEI Score:    45.5 
 
FIELD NOTES:  10 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located on the east side of Center Road immediately 
south of a “paper street” (West Park Road).  Contamination was noted entering the creek 
from a road drain under the bridge.  The substance was rust-colored with a foul odor.  
The creek is straight, channelized, deep (50-90 cm.) and narrow (20-25’ wide).  There is 
a wide riparian area (>100’) consisting of green ash, American elm, silky dogwood, gray-
stemmed dogwood, northern arrowwood, wild cranberry bush (Viburnum), sycamore, 
American basswood, multiflora rose, pin oak, tulip tree and hawthorne.  Frogs were also 
noted.  There was a pump drawing water from the creek for irrigation on the south bank.  
A strong odor of sewage was noted in this location.  The substrate was bedrock-
dominated with sand, cobbles, boulders, silt and gravel. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 7.65 – Facing upstream from bridge 
 
 



 
 

2) French Creek 7.65 – Road drain under bridge 
 

 
 

3) French Creek 7.65 – Facing downstream from end 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

4) French Creek 7.65 – Facing upstream from end 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 8.4 
Stream Segment Location:   At Keller Street 
QHEI Score:    Not Applicable 
 
FIELD NOTES:  10 SEP 2002 
 
This stretch of French Creek is located at the terminus of Keller Street.  No QHEI stream 
data was taken due to the overabundance of ducks and chickens in and around the creek 
channel and lack of suitable access.  Narrow riparian buffers were located on both banks 
and dominated by eastern cottonwood, boxelder, silver maple, American basswood, and 
black walnut.  Wider buffers are apparent further downstream (>100’).  A retaining wall 
is located at the end of Keller and along the residential lots.  A footbridge is used by the 
last residence on the south side of Keller to access several sheds/chicken coops on the 
southwest side of the creek.  Feces from these birds may be a significant source of 
contamination 
 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 8.4 – Facing downstream from the end of Keller Street 
 



 

 
 

2) French Creek 8.4 - Facing upstream from the end of Keller Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile: French Creek 8.9 
Stream Segment Location:   At Jaycox Road (mouth of “Schwartz” Ditch) 
QHEI Score:    42 
 
FIELD NOTES: 10 SEP 2002 
This stretch of French Creek runs adjacent to Jaycox Road between Riegelsberger Road 
and the outlet of ‘Schwartz’ Ditch.  It appears Schwartz Ditch may be a significant source 
of siltation.  The east bank of the creek (10-15’ wide) provides a narrow buffer to Jaycox 
Road, which parallels the creek.  The west bank is also a narrow (20 ‘+/-) riparian buffer 
to residential development and fallow agricultural land.  Dominant species noted include: 
poison ivy, black nightshade, stinging nettle, raspberry bushes, boxelder, green ash, black 
willow, and multiflora rose.  The creek channel is generally 20’ wide with depths ranging 
from 5-50 cm, although a deep pool (80 cm) is present.  The substrate is dominated by 
sand and gravel with lesser amounts of cobbles and silt.  Minnows and frogs were noted.  
Algae was also noted, indicating eutrophication.  Erosion was noted along both banks 
(15’+/-).  Some demolition debris was noted along the east bank (concrete, rebar).  A 
culvert from under Jaycox road empties 15’ above the creek channel and may cause 
minor erosion.  It does not appear this culvert transfers significant water. 
 
PHOTOS: 

 
 

1) French Creek 8.9 – Facing downstream from Schwartz Ditch 



 

 
 

2) French Creek 8.9 - Facing upstream from Schwartz Ditch 
 
 
 

 
 

4)  French Creek 8.9 – Facing downstream from Riegelsberger 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 10.4 
Stream Segment Location:   At Mills Road 
QHEI Score:    27 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located upstream (south) of Mills Road, as it flows 
through Murial Village, a condominium complex.  The creek has been severely altered in 
this area.  The 25’ wide, 0-30 cm. deep channel is the result of reshaping.  The substrate 
is dominated by sand, silt and gravel.  There is no buffer on either side (mowed lawn to 
condos).  Geese, ducks, and minnows were noted in the pools.  There is great restoration 
potential in this area. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 10.4 – Facing upstream from Mills Road 
 
 



 
 

2) French Creek 10.4 – Facing downstream toward bridge 
 

 
 

3) French Creek 10.4 – Facing upstream from end of sample 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 10.7 
Stream Segment Location:   At Chesterfield Avenue 
QHEI Score:    40 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located south (upstream) of Chesterfield Ave.  The 15-
18’ wide, 0-25 cm. deep channel has 3-6’ banks and a substrate of gravel, sand, and silt.  
Minnows and algae were noted.  The section is a straight, incised channel between 
residential developments with a retention wall on the east bank.  The 5’ wide, vegetated 
buffer is dominated by red raspberry, boxelder, perennial ryegrass, thistle and Canada 
goldenrod. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 10.7 – Facing south (upstream) 



 
2) French Creek 10.7 - Facing downstream 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








