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[bookmark: _GoBack]In the fall 2013 and spring 2014 grant cycles, Ohio EPA awarded the following seventeen projects a total of $69,706.  

West Clermont School District, Brantner Elementary, “The Dinosaurs Drank This?” #F14M-002, $3,285, Clermont County, Audience: Preschool – University (Elementary), Contact: Kathy DeMougin, 513-943-6400, demougin_k@westcler.org. 

In the spring and fall, fourth and fifth grade students will collect and test water samples from East Fork Lake, Stonelick Lake, the Little Miami River and a storm drain on the school grounds. Students will test for nitrates, pH, ammonia, dissolved oxygen, sediments and algae, and develop hypotheses about the causes of pollution they find and an action plan to reduce the pollution of one of the water sources tested.  They will design and construct models of a watershed with a catch basin to test various substances that would be found in local surface waters such as fertilizers, pesticides and roof debris. Students will also design and carry out a study on the effects of natural and chemical fertilizers on algae growth in controlled situations.  Their findings will be presented to the public on the literacy science night at Brantner Elementary, and shared with the science teachers at seven elementary schools in the district.   

City of Delaware, “Watershed Festival,” #F14M-003, $4,923, Delaware County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Brad Stanton, 740-203-1903, bstanton@delawareohio.net. 

Provides supplies, an educational kiosk and printing for the City of Delaware’s first-ever watershed festival for the Upper Olentangy River Watershed on June 21, 2014 at Mingo Park. Collaborating organizations, local nonprofits and volunteers will provide games, activities such as macroinvertebrate sampling as an indicator of water quality, and learning stations on topics such as sediment controls, rain barrels, rain garden design and construction, the role of plants in water filtration, and the impact of dams on water quality.   The City expects to attract at least 500 residents the first year, and continue the event annually.  Collaborators include the Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District, Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed, Keep Delaware County Beautiful, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ Scenic River Program, 

Lorain County Metro Parks, Sandy Ridge Reservation, “Prairie Meadow Restoration,” #F14M-004, $3,025, Lorain County, Audience: General Public, Contact Lisa Beursken, 440-653-0178, lkbeursken@gmail.com. 

Provides seed and interpretive signs for a prairie meadow restoration project.  The signs will incorporate the work of a local artist to illustrate plant species native to Sandy Ridge Reservation, and explain how the site captures and filters storm water runoff from impervious surfaces (parking lot and roads) to prevent erosion.  The signs will be supplemented with educational programs, hikes and Website materials showcasing how controlled burns and removal of invasive species from the prairie meadow are part of a larger effort to restore five acres of former farmland.   The Terry Toich Memorial Fund and Toich family are collaborating. 

Northeast Ohio Public Involvement and Public Education (NEO PIPE), “Keeping Your Yard Green and Our Water Clean in Lake Erie and Beyond,” #F14M-008, $5,000, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage and Summit Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Sandy Barbic, 330-929-2871, sbarbic@summitswcd.org. 

Nutrient Loading and the resultant Harmful Algae Blooms (HABs) are posing a major threat to the water quality in Ohio's streams and lakes, especially Lake Erie. In suburban and urban areas, much of this nutrient loading occurs due to overuse of fertilizers, other unhealthy landscaping practices, and increased runoff over impervious surfaces.  Seven collaborating soil and water conservation districts will create and distribute a Healthy Lawn Care Calendar for Homeowners throughout the entire seven-county region, with practical monthly suggestions for decreasing storm water runoff and applying fertilizers only at the right times and right rates.  The Chagrin River Watershed Partners, City of Avon Lake, and Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency are assisting with distribution of the calendars.  

Washington SWCD, “Barlow Conservation Area,” #F14M-010, $1,388, Washington County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Dean Sinclair, 740-373-4857, dsinclair@wcgov.org. 

Supports development of a conservation education area with native grass and wild flower plantings to control erosion on a section of the Barlow Fair Grounds, and exhibits to educate the public about wildlife habitat and conflicts, soil erosion and conservation techniques.  Programs at the Fairgrounds draw between 11,000 and 12,000 visitors annually to exchange ideas and learn new information about natural resources and farming. 

Wood County Solid Waste Management District, “Storm Drains are for Rain,” #F14M-011, $4,371, Wood County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Elementary and Middle School), Contact: Amanda Gamby, 419-354-9297, agamby@co.wood.oh.us. 

Provides sampling equipment to continue on ongoing ten-year program of stream quality monitoring by seventh grade classes in Bowling Green City Schools.  The students report their data to the City of Bowling Green, to help inform the selection of target priority areas for stormwater monitoring and enforcement.  A 
Storm Drains Are for Rain” public awareness campaign will include inserts in utility bills to 13,000 residents, medallions  placed on 500 storm drains; a "Storm Drains Are For Rain" billboard contest open to all K-6th grade students in Wood County; and National Geographic booklets on pollution and water resources to supplement lessons in the classroom.  The City of Bowling Green and Bowling Green City Schools are collaborating.  

Ohio Stormwater Association, “2014 Ohio Stormwater Conference,” #F14M-013, $5,000, Statewide, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Harry Stark, 216-385-5248, hartstark@gmail.com. 

Provides support for a three-day 2014 Ohio Stormwater Conference in Akron that is expected to attract more than 600 storm water professionals from the private sector and local and state government agencies.  Workshop attendees may earn credits to become Certified Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Specialists (CMS4S).  Tours and classroom sessions focus on: storm water planning and design; monitoring, modeling and research; MS4 program management; Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs); and watershed planning.   Mini grant funds will help offset the facility rental cost to keep the registration fees as low as possible. The program for the 2013 conference is currently posted at www.ohioswa.com.  Numerous city and county offices, watershed organizations, engineering firms and the University of Akron are collaborating in planning the conference.  

Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District, “City Farm Riparian Zone Educational Project,” #F14M-016, $5,000, Fayette County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Brigitte Hisey, 740-636-0279, brigitte.hisey@fayette-co-oh.com. 

Provides seeds, tree protectors and interpretive signs for a riparian re-vegetation/protection zone along Paint Creek to reduce nutrient loadings upstream from the City of Washington Court House drinking water treatment plant.  Volunteers from a number of local organizations are being recruited to plant 4.9 acres of trees and shrubs and 12 acres of prairie grass, wildflower mix, and cool season grasses. The Soil and Water Conservation District will assist students from two high school science clubs in monitoring water quality above and within the project area, sampling soils and measuring tree and vegetative growth over several years and plotting the data to the county’s Geographic Information System/ARC Map.  The City of Washington Court House, Deer Creek Chapter of Pheasants Forever, Miami Trace Local and Washington Court House City School Districts, Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry, and Washington Courthouse Tree Committee are collaborating.  

The Holden Arboretum, “Trees Matter,” #F14M-017, $3,200, Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga and Lake Counties, Audience: Pre-School – University (Middle and High School), Contact: Sharon Graper, 440-602-3843, sgraper@holdenarb.org.

The social, economic and environmental benefits of urban and community forests are the center of this program for middle and high school students and teachers.  Schools will be invited to send teams of students to a one-day Tree Summit to hear experts from the fields of forestry and urban planning. They will learn about tree-related careers, and science-based educational resources to document and demonstrate the value of trees. They will take this information back to their schools and develop service learning projects to engage their schools and communities to enhance the presence and importance of trees. Some might work towards the Tree Campus Award which will be established as part of this grant.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry is collaborating.

Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center, “Karst Topography and Harmful Algal Blooms,” #S-14M-027, $4,371, Ottawa County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Jacqueline Ruth Taylor, 419-279-3199, jaytay24@ymail.com. 

Provides new interactive exhibits and interpretive signs about karst formations and local geology to improve public awareness, and assist in management of the unique water issues facing the Lake Erie Islands due to heavy nutrient loading into Lake Erie through agricultural runoff and ground water contamination from septic systems. These nutrients contribute to the formation and persistence of harmful algal blooms in the Lake.  The project will target local residents, children in the summer Nature Camp program, and the approximately 6,000 annual visitors to the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center on South Bass Island. Faculty and students from the Toledo School for the Arts will paint an existing cave display to better demonstrate typical karst geology formations.  

City of Springfield Stormwater Utility, “Springfield Downspout Disconnect Program,” #S-14M-029, $5,000, Clark County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Sky Schelle, 937-324-7739, sschelle@cispringfield.oh.us. 

Connected residential downspouts add extra storm water into the sewer system and lead to combined sewage overflows across Springfield.  Through workshops, 1,075 mailers,  an educational video on the government cable channel and a Website, the Springfield Downspout Disconnect program will educate residents about local storm water issues and innovative storm water management practices such as rain gardens, rain barrels and permeable pavers.  Wittenberg University student volunteers will be available to help homeowners disconnect their downspouts, as part of their community service Over 23,700 people are expected to learn about this issue and 300 downspout disconnector kits will be available to the first workshop attendees. 

Seneca Soil & Water Conservation District, “Mobile Education Initiative,” #S-14M-032, $4,828, Seneca County, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Beth Diesch, 419-447-7073, bdiesch@senecaswcd.com. 

The Mobile Education Initiative will include purchasing equipment that existing Seneca SWCD staff can use to teach 1,290 livestock producers, grain farmers, wildlife-interested audiences and the general population at field day programs and locations that are more conducive and convenient for their learning.  Cover crops, nutrient budgeting and soil health lessons will be the primary topics presented on the sites of farms, home gardens, golf courses and lawns to teach our stakeholders about the need to reduce nutrient loading in the Sandusky River and Lake Erie.  The speaker, projector, screen and accessories will be mobile, outdoor-grade equipment that will also be used by staff to teach about storm water management, air quality, habitat restoration and other environmental topics at locations where the impacts and improvements are seen firsthand. Local farmers have agreed to host programs.  

Clark County Solid Waste District, “Project WILD Teacher Workshop,” #S-14M-033, $2,430, Clark County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Grades K-12), Contact: Steve Schlather, sschlather@clarkcountyohio.gov. 

The Clark County Solid Waste District and the Clark County Parks District are partnering to offer a fall 2014 workshop introducing 25 primary and secondary teachers in Clark County to the Project WILD and Aquatic WILD curricula.   Lessons demonstrated will focus on water quality, habitat, solid waste, and careers in wildlife management. The workshop will offer six contact hours and will be held at George Rogers Clark, allowing use of the creek in the park as a setting for at least one water quality monitoring activity.   Participating teachers will be asked to introduce the curriculum to their colleagues and provide a brief report on how they used the curriculum in class.   ODNR Division of Wildlife is collaborating. 

Stratford Ecological Center, Inc., “Edible Rain Gardens: A Demonstration/Education Project on a Nutritious Way to Manage Storm water,” #S-14M-035, $4,954, Delaware County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Grades 1-12), Contact: David Hoy, 614-374-5647, secdavidhoy@aol.com. 

Stratford is collaborating with several community partners to build two edible rain gardens totaling 800 square feet.  Each garden, representing two different model scales (farm and home) will be used to educate youth and adults about conservation and preservation of surface and groundwater resources and the benefits of edible rain gardens. The rain gardens will become part of the educational programs for approximately 5,000 school children and 5,000 adult visitors who come to Stratford annually. Project will demonstrate benefits and methods of managing storm water runoff at home or at a business, how to create a rain garden to achieve these benefits, and how a rain garden can be used to grow food while conserving drinking water.  

Summit County Combined General Health District, “Home Septic System’s Impact on River and Stream Nutrient Loading,” #S-14M-037, $3,000, Summit County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Caroline Terakedis, 330-926-5697, cterakedis@schd.org. 

Grant funds would be used to create a brochure for an estimated 2,000 homeowners regarding the proper maintenance and impact of home septic systems on nutrient loading in surface waters.  This would be distributed to all homeowners during routine septic inspections and point of sale property evaluations, and support local NPDES Phase II storm water outreach efforts across Summit County. 

Great Lakes Science Center, “Great Science Academy,” #S-14M-039, $4,956, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Pre-School –University (Grade 6), Contact: Brady Risner, 216-696-2359, risnerb@glsc.org. 

Great Science Academy is an immersive science program that uses project-based learning to engage diverse Cleveland youth in solving real-world challenges. The sixth-grade students focus their studies on the relationship between Northeast Ohio, the Lake Erie watershed, and the Great Lakes from cultural, economic, and environmental perspectives. Lessons include Great Lakes Formation and Watersheds, Weather and Waves, Shipwrecks and History, Water Quality, The Cuyahoga River, Beach Health Assessment, Invasive Species, Estuaries and Indicator Species, Watershed Stewardship and the Sustainable Lakefront City.  In additional to exploring sources of pollution, students will build a remotely-operated underwater robotic vehicle and take field trips to Edgewater Park,  the Watershed Stewardship Center at Cleveland Metroparks’ West Creek Reservation, and the Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research Reserve.  


Regional Air Pollution Control Agency, “Idle Reduction Program,” #S-14M-046, $4,975, Montgomery County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Brian Huxtable, 937-225-5931, huxtabbm@rapca.org. 

Provides “no idling” signs, signposts and printing to support a motor vehicle idle reduction campaign at schools in the Dayton area. Fine soot particles in diesel exhaust pose a significant health risk because they lodge deeply in the lungs.  Most school districts already have anti-idling policies in place for their school buses, so the project will target motor vehicle operators waiting in line to drop off or pick children up from school.  In addition to reducing children’s direct exposure to diesel exhaust, RAPCA will be working with the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission (MVRPC) and several City of Dayton schools to combine this new initiative with two ongoing programs:  the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Safe Routes to School and the USEPA Air Quality Index Flag Program.  



For more information, contact:
[image: ]
Office of Environmental Education
PO Box 1049
Columbus, OH  43216-1049
Phone:  (614) 644-2873
Email:  OEEF@epa.ohio.gov
Website:  http://epa.ohio.gov/oee/EnvironmentalEducation.aspx 
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