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Awarded Mini Grants, SFY 2010

In the fall 2009 grant cycle, and the spring, 2010 grant cycle, the OEEF funded the following 22 projects, for a total of $95,000.  

Ottawa Soil and Water Conservation District, “Portage River Basin Education Project,” F10M-002, $5,000, Ottawa and Wood Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), Contact: Carol Benner, carol.benner@ottawaswcd.com, 419-898-1595.

Provides sampling equipment and teacher training to enable 4 new high schools to join 7 others conducting stream quality monitoring in the Portage River Basin.  Participating teachers will be certified with the Ohio EPA, Division of Surface Water Volunteer Monitoring Program as Level 1 Qualified Data Collectors.  Students in biology and agricultural education classes will sample streams and present their results to their peers at a Student Congress in May 2010.  Wood Soil and Water Conservation District, Toledo Area Metropolitan Council of Governments, Ohio Lake Erie Commission, and Bowling Green State University Center for Environment Programs are collaborating.
Twin Creek Watershed Partnership, “Installing Watershed, Wetland, and Source Water Protection Area Signs Within Twin Creek Watershed,” F10M-006, $3,000, Montgomery and Preble Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Monica Rakovan, rakovamt@muohio.edu, 513-226-4124.

Provides for the installation of 30 signs throughout the watershed to identify Twin Creek and its major tributaries, to increase awareness and encourage good stewardship of the resource. The project will also provide 10 additional interpretive signs for two newly-preserved wetland areas, and signs identifying the Village of Gratis’ source water protection area. Collaborators include the Five Rivers Metroparks, Montgomery and Preble Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Preble County Historical Society, Preble County Park District, and village of Gratis.  
Central Christian Middle School, “GPS Mapping of North Fork Watershed,” F10M-008, $3,378, Wayne County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Middle School), Contact: Elaine Miller, elmiller@ccscomets.org, 330-893-2994.

Students will map elevations and boundaries of the North Fork Watershed using hand-held Global Positioning System (GPS) units, identify and understand point/non-point source pollution using the Enviroscape® watershed model, and investigate the impact of their actions on local water quality.  Project will incorporate student activities from Project WET and Healthy Water, Healthy People. Holmes and Wayne Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center are collaborating.  
Huff Run Watershed Restoration Partnership, Inc. “Huff Run Field Trips,” F10M-010, $2,707, Carroll and Tuscarawas Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Upper Elementary and Middle School), Contact: Melissa Thorne, Melissa@ruralaction.org, 330-859-1050.

Provides classroom activities and field trips for 600 students in grades 6-7 to interact with watershed professionals.  Activities will include chemical testing, macro-invertebrate identification and collection, and an electro-fishing demonstration to show how inventories of aquatic species are used as an indicator of water quality.  Also supports a tree planting project at Sandy Valley Elementary School.  Collaborators include the Carroll Soil and Water Conservation District, Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Mineral Resource Management, Norma Johnson Center and Tuscarawas Soil and Water Conservation District, Rural Action and Sunday Creek Watershed Group.  
Cuyahoga County Board of Health, “2010 Ohio Stormwater Conference,” F10M-011, $2,500, Statewide, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Harry Stark, hstark@ccbh.net, 216-201-2001 ext. 1205.

The Cuyahoga County Board of Health is collaborating with a number of organizations to offer the 2010 Ohio Stormwater Conference, planned for Sandusky in June, 2010, to assist municipalities and local communities in meeting NPDES Phase II stormwater management and education requirements.  Grant funds will support audiovisual equipment for the conference, to help hold down costs for participants.  A number of state and local agencies and organizations are collaborating.  
Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, “Educators Development Program (EDP),” F10M-014, $4,972, Statewide, Audience: General Public, Contact: Nicki Kale, nickikale@woodswcd.com, 419-354-5517.

Train-the-trainer project to help education specialists from 33 local soil and water conservation districts improve their knowledge of environmental and current state education issues.  Through a series of five, 2-day modules, professionals will assist participants in developing science-based activities and presentations adapted to their local audience and correlated to the Ohio Academic Content Standards.  These educators will in-turn reach thousands of students and citizens across the state of Ohio through their local education programs.  Ohio Department of Natural Resources is collaborating.  
Mahoning County Engineer’s Office, “Mill Creek Watershed S.O.S. (Sign Our Streams),” F10M-016, $5,000, Mahoning County, Audience: General Public, Contact: John Woolard, jwoolard@mahoningcountyohio.gov, 330-799-1581.

Provides 60 watershed identification signs for stream crossings on county roads within the Mill Creek Watershed, which covers 73.5 square miles in five townships and three municipalities, and 107 miles of roadway for 96,000 residents) with a goal of educating the general public about the local water resources.  Grant funds will also provide accompanying printed materials.  Collaborators include the Alliance for Watershed Action and Resource Education (AWARE), Eastgate Regional Council of Governments, Mahoning Soil and Water Conservation District, and Mill Creek MetroParks.  
Clermont County Park District, “Sycamore Park Riparian Forest Interpretive Sign Project,” F-10M-021, $4,502, Clermont County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Keith Robinson, krobinson@co.clermont.oh.us, 513-876-9013. 

Provides interpretive signage for a 158-acre park and nature preserve along the East Fork of the Little Miami River, educating visitors about the importance and function of riparian forests. The park and nature preserve contains over two miles of river frontage and a 25 acre island.  Clermont County Office of Environmental Quality, and Clermont Soil and Water Conservation District are collaborating.
Washington Soil and Water Conservation District, “Floodplain/Riparian Corridors Management Workshops and Field Day,” F10M-024, $3,945, Morgan, Noble and Washington Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Jacquelyn Zevenbergen, jacki.zevenbergen@oh.nacdnet.net, 740-373-4857.

Provides two workshops and a field day event for public leaders in Washington, Noble and Morgan Counties (Commissioners, Trustees, Mayors, Council Members, Engineers, Community Action personnel, Floodplain Administrators and Soil & Water District Board Supervisors) to become better informed about options available to manage their floodplains in ways that benefit the community while protecting and improving water quality.  Topics will include effects of removing vegetation and dredging or channelizing streams, floodplain regulations, economic benefits of healthy streams, and implementation of local watershed action plans.  A number of local agencies and organizations are collaborating.
Greenacres Foundation, “SW Ohio Regional Workshops to Distribute New Rain Garden Curricula,” F10M-033, $5,000, Butler, Clermont and Hamilton Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Upper Elementary, Middle and High School), Contact: Anne Lyon, alyon@green-acres.org, 513-891-4227.  

Provides supplies, materials and training to enable 30 teachers from Butler, Clermont and Hamilton Counties to use a new Rain Garden Lesson Guide that was developed with a previous OEEF grant awarded to the Clermont Soil and Water Conservation District.  The guide has been aligned with Ohio’s Academic Content Standards.  Multiple local organizations and agencies are collaborating.  
Cleveland Public Schools, Collinwood High School, “Euclid Creek Education Project,” F10M-035, $4,996, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Middle and High School), Contact: James Watson, jameswatson3@sbcglobal.net, 216-780-9264.  

Builds on a previous OEEF mini grant, to expand the water quality monitoring program underway at the high school.  The new grant will help teachers adapt the high school curriculum to the middle school level, and provides field trips for students from the high school and Henry W. Longfellow K-8 School to compare data from their local urban streams with data from more pristine rural streams.  Collaborators include Cleveland MetroParks, Cleveland State University Department of Environmental Science, Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, Lakeview Cemetery, and the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District.   
S. Cohen & Associates, Inc., “Federal Greenhouse Gas Reporting Requirements,” S-10M-037, $4,982.00, Statewide, Audience, Regulated Community, Contact: Andrew Shroads, ashroads@scainc.com, 614-432-2557.
Provides a series of classroom presentations explaining the federal greenhouse gas mandatory reporting requirements of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulation, Part 98 (40 CFR 98) to 500 environmental professionals in Ohio. The classes will be offered at five locations across the state, and focus on applicability determinations, reporting and recordkeeping requirements, signatory authority, monitoring and quality assurance plan development, and compliance assistance opportunities within the Ohio EPA and US EPA, followed by a question and answer session.
Indianola Children’s Center, “Rain Garden for Young Children,” S-10M-039, $4,783.00, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University, Contact: Tina Thonnings, indianolachildcenter@yahoo.com, 614-262-1090.

This project aims to create and maintain areas of the outdoor classroom of Indianola Children’s Center (ICC) as rain garden spaces. The rain garden, which will border an area with high walking traffic from OSU students, will allow the ICC teachers to utilize the Ohio Academic Content Standards for preschoolers, while creating a cooperative project, as well as reducing the amount of rain water into the storm sewers. This rain garden project will use native plants to attract birds into the area.
Ohio Bird Sanctuary, “Junior Naturalist Program,” S-10M-040, $5,000.00, Richland County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), Contact: Janet Ferrell, janferrellobs@gmail.com, 419-565-3385.

The Ohio Bird Sanctuary Jr. Naturalist program was formed in 2000 for youth ages thirteen to eighteen, who have an avid interest the environment. The Junior Naturalists meet an average of once a month to expand their knowledge of Ohio's natural history and complete environmental service learning projects. Funding will provide more in-depth educational and service learning opportunities, enable the replication of the program in other locations and provide financial support for youth who, otherwise, would be unable to participate.
Little Beaver Creek Land Foundation, “Little Beaver Creek Student Water Monitoring,” S-10M-041, $4,967.00, Columbiana County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (high school), Contact: Gregory Aaron, Gregory.L.Aaron@gmail.com, 330-420-9507.  

This project will establish or expand water monitoring programs at three high schools within the Little Beaver Creek Watershed. The funding will provide water monitoring equipment for students to use in environmental science field work, to help them learn to think critically about the water quality issues in their own watershed.  
Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District, “Leading Volunteer Monitors of the Leading Creek Watershed,” S-10M-042, $4,931.00, Athens and Meigs Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Karla Sanders, sanders.lcwg@yahoo.com, 740-992-4282.  

The volunteer monitoring program will increase citizen stewardship of the Leading Creek watershed through education, training, and hands-on activities. Volunteers will have the opportunity to become certified through the Ohio EPA Volunteer Monitoring Qualified Data Collection Program and conduct chemical water sampling, visual assessments of the watershed, and litter clean-ups. The data and information gathered through this outreach program will educate residents to prevent future watershed degradation and support Meigs SWCD's watershed enhancement projects. By offering exposure to careers in environmental fields and opportunities for residents to interact with each other, the program will also strengthen local communities, which historically have been impoverished and affected by impairments such as acid mine drainage.
Jefferson / Belmont Regional Solid Waste Authority, “Proper Handling of Household Waste – Reuse, Reduce, Recycling,” S-10M-045, $5,000.00, Belmont and Jefferson Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University, Contact: Diane Julio, kjcbdijulio@comcast.net, 740-283-8614.

The Jefferson-Belmont Regional Solid Waste Authority (JBRSWA) will utilize its Keep Jefferson County Beautiful (KJCB) and its Keep Belmont County Beautiful (KBCB) offices to educate students on modern landfills, illegal dumps and recycling. The EnviroScape Models will be used by both KJCB and KBCB to continue their educational work with schools, various community organizations and local governments on the proper handling of solid waste, addressing the 3-R's (Reuse, Reduce, Recycle), and demonstrating the operation of sanitary landfills. 

Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden, “Savings Species: Call to Action,” S-10M-047, $4,995.00, Hamilton County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University, Contact: Gwyneth Hoeweler, rhiannon.hoeweler@cincinnatizoo.org, 513-475-6154.

In 2010 the Cincinnati Zoo is embarking on a campaign entitled "Saving Species" designed to promote conservation success stories and develop conservation leaders by giving children and adults the confidence, tools, and skills to become active community leaders/educators.  Expanding on our efforts begun in 2006 to affect specific, demonstrable conservation outcomes for endangered lowland gorillas through recycling cell phones, which universally contain coltan mined from gorilla habitat, we partnered with "wild" success in 2009 with one school in Cincinnati.  Using that effort as a model, the Zoo will provide material and educational support focused on 5-10 schools and our zoo visitor population to collect at least 5,000 cell phones, keeping these phones from Ohio landfills and providing a positive contribution to gorilla conservation. 
Miami County Park District, “The Quest for Science Knowledge through Nature Immersion,” S-10M-048, $4,997.00, Miami County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University, Contact: Frances Boyens, fboyens@miamicountyparks.com, 937-667-1286 Ext. 104.

Quest is an innovative multi-faceted family and school based environmental education program that will address the growing need for children to connect with the natural environment thus improving academic performance, environmental stewardship and health. This project will involve students with their families in outdoor science and nature education that connect with student classroom studies and result in academic credit or incentives at school in correlation with the state academic content standards. Quest is a creative response to recent studies indicating that students with increased outdoor engagement improved their science testing scores by 27% and focus abilities which directly correlates to performance on the state Academic Content Standard based tests.
The Charles School at Ohio Dominican University, “Measuring Energy Use and Efficiency in our School Building while Investigating Green Alternatives,” S-10M-050, $2,845.00, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University, Contact: Julia Wisner, gebhart.1@thecharlesschool.org, 614-258-8588.  

Creating and implementing high school science curriculum of integrated academic and experiential study of the energy used to operate our building.  We will do an energy audit and seek solutions to the cost and pollution of traditional energy sources while proposing more efficient energy sources and usage. Student directed, teacher supervised, project based science learning with tangible results of promoting sustainable building design.
Five Rivers MetroParks, “Get Them Outside!,” S-10M-054, $2,500.00, Montgomery County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Joshua York, Joshua.York@metroparks.org, 937-277-4178.

Project will help the parks engage 250 families, offering children the opportunity to explore creeks, build forts, and explore nature without much adult intervention, to document the benefits of unstructured play in nature.  Parents observe their children while staff explains the benefits of unstructured nature play, how to encourage their children to turn off the TV and video games, and how to make their own backyard more inviting for their children and nature.  After their experience, parents fill out a survey, and children are given an Outdoor Nature Play Kit, which serves as tools and a prompt for getting kids outside exploring.  Two months later, parents are contacted for a phone survey, ascertaining the behavior change resulting from the program.

Hamilton County Environmental Services – Solid Waste Management District, “Project Learning Tree and Solid Waste Training for Pre-Service Teachers,” S10G-058, $5,000.00, Hamilton County, OEEF Priority:  Standards Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Pre-service teachers), Contact:  Keebler Holley, keebler.holley@hamilton-co.org, 513-946-7736.  

Provides a series of three workshops for 40 pre-service science teachers of grades K-8 from Xavier University, the University of Cincinnati, and the College of Mount Saint Joseph.  Participants will be certified in the national Project Learning Tree environmental education curriculum as well as Worms Eat My Garbage and other solid waste, composting, vermin-composting and recycling learning activities.  Participants will visit a local solid waste landfill and materials recovery facility and a LEED-certified green school building.  Participants will learn how to identify solid waste management, resource recovery and recycling processes in any Ohio county where they may eventually be teaching to use as a learning lab with their students, and how to access local and state funding opportunities for supplies and field trips.  Collaborators include the Cincinnati Park Board, Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati, Environmental Education Council of Ohio, Hamilton Soil and Water Conservation District, Northern Kentucky University Center for Environmental Education, and Rumpke.  

For more information, contact Ohio EPA Office of Environmental Education, (614) 644-2873, oeef@epa.state.oh.us, www.epa.ohio.gov/oee 
