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Chapter 1: Introduction  

1.1 Report Background 
This NPS-IS is the first watershed plan for this area, with no previous Watershed Action Plan developed. 
This plan will continue to be updated as new needs and projects are identified. As State and Federal 
nonpoint source funding now relies upon the development of an NPS-IS plan, this NPS-IS plan must be 
accepted by Ohio EPA as meeting the 9-element minimum requirement as outlined in the ¦{9t!Ωǎ 
Handbook for Developing Watershed Plans to Restore and Protect our Waters. CRWP and its 
collaborators, including watershed members and communities, local agencies and other conservation 
organizations recognize the importance of strategic project implementation to address impairments 
within this HUC-12. 
 

1.2 Watershed Profile and History  
The Cuyahoga River drains 813 square miles within the Erie-Ontario Lake Plain in parts of 

Geauga, Portage, Summit, and Cuyahoga Counties. The main branch of the Cuyahoga River begins at the 
confluence of the West Branch Cuyahoga and East Branch Cuyahoga Rivers and flows 85 miles in a U-
shaped course before flowing into Lake Erie in downtown Cleveland, Ohio (ODNR 2019). The LaDue 
Black Brook HUC-12 (04110002 01 05) is part of the upper Cuyahoga watershed. This HUC-12 covers 
12.72 square miles όhƘƛƻ 9t! LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлмуύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ /ǳȅŀƘƻƎŀ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
Chardon, Ohio; it flows south to Lake Rockwell in Franklin township and runs about 45.52 river miles. 
The Upper Cuyahoga River watershed covers about 207 square miles and drains 351 miles of principal 
streams (OEPA 2004). In the headwater area of Hambden and Montville Townships in Geauga County, 
the river starts out as the East Branch and West Branch and then combines just below the Village of 
Burton (akronohio.gov).  The Upper Cuyahoga river flows about 41 miles south to Portage County and 
ends at the Lake Rockwell dam near Kent. Twenty-five miles of the Upper Cuyahoga River, outside the 
HUC-12, was designated as State Scenic in 1974. Most of the Upper Cuyahoga watershed is rural, 
woodland, and agricultural uses, but development pressures are growing (Environmental Design Group 
2013). The Cuyahoga River was also designated an American Heritage River in 1998, and a National 
Heritage Corridor in 1996. The Upper Cuyahoga River is known for its preglacial valleys, which provide a 
source of groundwater throughout the region and sustain the flow and quality of the River during dry 
weather (ohiodnr.gov).   



 
Figure 1: HUC-12 position within Lake Erie - Ohio River Basin Divide in Ohio 



 

Figure 2: Position of LaDue Reservoir-Bridge Creek HUC-12 within Cuyahoga River watershed 



 

Figure 3: Upper Cuyahoga River watershed, including Black Brook HUC-12 






























































