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Ohio EPA Seeks Comments on Urban Setting Designation for Ironton Property

Ohio EPA is considering a request to grant an Urban Setting Designation (USD) for the
former Ironton Iron Works property located at 2520 South Third Street in Ironton. The Agency
is seeking public comments before making a final decision.

A USD application for the 25-acre property was submitted by SRW Environmental
Services Inc. on behalf of the city of Ironton. Documentation indicates the property is being
assessed through Ohio EPA’s Voluntary Action Program (VAP). Under the VAP, contaminated
ground water must be treated if it poses a risk to the community or environment. However, if
there is no current or anticipated future use of that ground water (for drinking, bathing,
cooking), a USD may be requested.

A USD recognizes that cleaning up the ground water to drinking water standards is not
necessary because no one will be drinking the ground water. Other possible exposures to
contaminated ground water (such as exposures to wildlife or streams in the area) still must be
addressed even when a USD is granted.

Granting a USD would reduce ground water cleanup requirements, lower costs and
promote economic redevelopment while still protecting public health and the environment.
Ohio EPA can approve the USD if a state-certified environmental professional verifies that
USD requirements are met and existing or future ground water uses have been evaluated.

Under the VAP, a volunteer may clean up contaminated property in Ohio without the
risk of state civil liability. A certified professional must review the cleanup to verify that it meets
VAP standards before Ohio EPA issues a covenant not to sue. Ohio EPA has access to
cleaned-up properties and documents and audits at least one-fourth of the properties to
confirm that cleanup standards are met.

Written comments concerning the application may be sent to Kevin O’Hara, Ohio EPA
Southeast District Office, 2195 Front Street, Logan, Ohio 43138 or
kevin.ohara@epa.state.oh.us. Public comments received by Sept. 17, 2012, will be considered
before a final decision is made.

The USD application is available for review by first calling (740) 385-8501.
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