Ohio Environmental Education Fund 



2006 Fiscal Year Grant Awards Summary

During the spring and fall 2006 grant cycles, the OEEF awarded 22 mini grants for a total of $96,571.00
Cincinnati Nature Center, “Great Outdoor Weekend 2006” $5,000.00, Hamilton County, Audience: General Public, #06M-018, Contact: Marihelen M. Bauer, mbauer@cincynature.org.
Provides publicity for a weekend of free family events coordinated at nearly 40 venues around Greater Cincinnati, highlighting environmental education, nature  and outdoor learning opportunities.  Activities will include hikes, geocaching, a belted tree canopy experience, pond dips, and demonstrations of water quality monitoring, worm composting, rehabilitation of injured birds of prey, and fly fishing.  In its third year, the Great Outdoor Weekend is expected to attract 10,000 visitors.  Collaborators include the Cincinnati Zoo, Hamilton and Clermont County Park Districts, IMAGO, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District, Granny’s Garden School, Oxbow, Inc., Cincinnati Earth Institute, Mill Creek Restoration Project, Greenacres Foundation, and the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission.   
Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District, “WATER Meigs County (Watersheds and Teachers Educating Rural Meigs County),” $4,983.00, Meigs County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Grades 3-6), #06M-020, Contact: Jenny Ridenour, Jenny.Ridenour@oh.nacdnet.net.
Provides support for four different education programs throughout the year.  Elementary school classroom visits by SWCD educators with watershed models will be augmented by 12 field trips to local streams, wetlands, and ponds to find macro-invertebrates and test water quality, for approximately 267 3rd graders, 272 4th graders, 253 5th graders, and 291 6th graders. A summer Teachers’ Workshop will introduce 30 local grade 3-6 teachers to activities from Project WET that are correlated with Ohio’s science content standards.  A summer Watershed Day Camp will provide two days of conservation-related activities for 50 children entering grades 5-8. Two thousand copies of the Leading Creek News, a quarterly newsletter on water quality and land use issues, will be distributed to local schools and residents.  The day camp and newsletter are components of the education portion of the endorsed Leading Creek Watershed Management Plan.  
Brukner Nature Center, ”Brukner Nature Center’s Science Comes Alive! At Bradford Elementary,” $2,990.00, Miami County, Audience: Pre-School – University (K-5), #06M-021, Contact: Debra Brill, deb@bruknernaturecenter.com
Supports a one-year pilot program to introduce and field-test hands-on classroom activities aligned with the state’s new Academic Content Standards for science with 317 students a rural elementary school in academic emergency.  Grade-specific activities use live animals and materials such as feathers, furs, bones, and owl pellets to teach about the role various species play within ecosystems, and their food and habitat requirements. Students’ pre- and post-visit test results and rubrics filled out by participating teachers will be used to evaluate and fine-tune the program before offering it throughout the Greater Miami Valley Region the following year.  

University of Cincinnati, College of Medicine, “Interactive Workshop on Air Pollution for Young Children,” $4,972.00, Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Warren Counties, Audience: Pre-School – University (Pre-school), #06M-022, Contact: Patrick Ryan, patrick.ryan@uc.edu, 513-558-0229.
Pilot project to introduce learning activities on air toxics to 757 children (ages 4-5) at high risk for asthma and their parents.  The families are participating in the University’s Cincinnati Childhood Allergy and Air Pollution Study (CCAAPS), and will visit the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden for the program.  Interactive activities were developed with US EPA funding, and include a puppet show on air pollution, ways to reduce exposure, and how air pollution affects different animals and plants.  Program is designed to: (1) emphasize that having clean air is everyone’s responsibility; (2) present the subject of clean air in ways that satisfy state and national science teaching standards; and (3) assure children that something can be done to clean dirty air, and that they can help.  Zoo staff will observe to see how this curriculum can be integrated into their education programs.  The pilot program is intended to inform the development of a larger K-12 educational program targeting all children in the Cincinnati area.    

Washington Soil and Water Conservation District, “Traveling Through our Water World Summer Camp”, $3,458.00, Washington County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Grades 3-5), #06M-027, Contact: Glenna Hoff, glenna.hoff@oh.nacdnet.net
Provides a four-day camp for 25 students in grades 3-5 in Washington County.  Students will use science process skills (observe, classify, communicate, measure, infer and predict) to study chemical and physical properties of water, water quality and aquatic environments, as well as human impacts and historical influences on the Muskingum and Ohio Rivers.   Materials developed will be used in future years, and posters created by the students will be exhibited in the museums.  Collaborators include the Ohio Historical Society’s Campus Martius and Ohio River Museums.  
Friends of Euclid Creek, “Public Awareness in the Euclid Creek Watershed”, $5,000.00, Cuyahoga County, Audience: General Public, #06M-028, Contact: Lynn Garrity, lmgarrity@cuyahogaswcd.org, 216-524-6580 ext.16.

Provides for the development of watershed signs along roadways throughout the Euclid Creek watershed, to educate the public on their local water resources and their connection to the local communities.  The grant will also fund media outreach materials and a brochure targeting businesses and local organizations, to support the education strategy of the endorsed Euclid Creek Watershed Plan.  
St. Joseph Montessori School, Columbus Catholic Diocese, “St. Joseph Montessori Schoolyard Wildlife Habitat”, $3,722.00, Franklin County, Audience:  Pre-School – University (Grades 1-8), 06M-029, Contact: Andrea Gorzitze, gorzitze@sbcglobal.net
Create three schoolyard wildlife habitats on the grounds of an inner-city elementary school.  Invasive species will be removed and native plants placed to attract birds and butterflies to observation areas, and to re-create a native prairie plot.  Interdisciplinary lessons will focus on the contribution of plants and greenspace to urban air quality, and reducing water, fertilizer and pesticide use through xeriscaping to prevent nonpoint source pollution.   In the second year, activities will expand to include pre-school and kindergarten students.  Activities draw on Project WILD and the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) Wild School Sites program.  Collaborators include two NWF volunteer Wildlife Habitat Ambassadors, the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Columbus Chapter of the Wild Ones. 
Village of Racine, “Integration of Source Water Protection: Grades K-12,” $4,882.00, Meigs County, Audience: Pre-School – University (K-12), #06M-030, Contact: John Holman, racinepsd@charterinternet.com 
Supports the Village’s ongoing Source Water Protection (SWP) education efforts by providing classroom activities on drinking water for 741 students in the Southern Local School District.  Activities drawing from Project WET will be aligned to the Ohio Academic Content Standards for K-12 science and social studies.  Students and teachers will also prepare articles for the Community’s bi-monthly Source Water Protection newsletter and help the Village create an informational brochure for every household in the Village on topics that have been identified as of local concern, specifically how septic tank maintenance and the use of lawn chemicals impact nitrate levels.   

Greene County Park District, “FootpathThrough History,” $ 3,381.00, Greene County, Audience: Pre-School – University (Grades 3-5), #06M-031, Contact: Christine L. Barnett, cbarnett@co.greene.oh.us
Provides a field trip to Indian Mound Reserve for 1,300, 3rd – 5th grade students to learn about how the environment affected runaway slaves following rivers northward along the Underground Railroad.  Students will study the geology and  geography of Massie’s Creek gorge and land use changes from the mid 19th into the early 20th century.  They will use critical thinking skills  to see if they would be able to make it to freedom, by investigating what wildlife would have been present, what plants would be safe to use for food and medicine, what water is safe to drink, what places would make safe hideouts, and how to use trees, stars and different kinds of maps to find direction.  Grant funds will also provide artifacts, clothing, multimedia equipment and supplies for educational trunks that participating teachers may check out.  The National Afro-American Museum and cultural Center in Wilberforce is collaborating.  
Tri-Moraine Audubon Society/Council of Ohio Audubon Chapters, “Audubon Adventures Ohio Series Revision”, $5,000.00, Allen, Butler, Franklin, Logan and Montgomery Counties, Audience: Pre-School – University (Grades 3-5), #06M-036, Contact: Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162.

Builds on a previous OEEF Outstanding Project that created a series of classroom publications on the native species found in Ohio Forests, Ohio Wetlands, and Ohio Prairies.  The proposed project will update and align the series with the state’s new Academic Content Standards for science education.  Local Audubon chapters statewide will distribute the publications to a network of several hundred classrooms and homeschool networks, as well as park districts, museums, and nature center programs.  Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm is collaborating.     
Miami Valley Resource Conservation and Development Council, “Livable Landscapes Conservation Development Program Community Education and Outreach Initiative,” $5,000.00, Butler, Clark, Clermont, Clinton, Fayette, Greene, Hamilton, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and Warren Counties, Audience: General Public, #06M-037, Contact: Allison Leavitt, leavitor@email.uc.edu
Provides a Web site and conference on conservation design, as well as technical assistance for planners, developers, elected officials, and the general public in rural and suburban areas of Southwest Ohio.  Topics include wastewater, conservation easements, and model zoning ordinances and regulations for residential conservation development.  Collaborators include the Butler County Planning Commission, and Clermont and Hamilton Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 
Williams County Health Department, “Septic Systems 101,” $4,507, Williams County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-007, Contact: James Watkins, jdw@saa.net, 419-485-3141.

The project will provide twelve bi-monthly evening seminars on how to properly operate a home sewage treatment system, for homeowners in Williams County. Sessions will include basic information on types of septic systems, when to pump out the system, what chemicals not to put into a septic system, costs and problems that result from improper maintenance, and the importance of water conservation. 

Ashland University, “Mercury Thermometer Exchange Project”, $4,988, Ashland County, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: General Public, F-07M-013, Contact : Linda Kill, lkill@ashland.edu, 419-289-5941. 

Provides a public awareness campaign on the health and environmental hazards of  mercury, and provides a collection and recycling opportunity for county residents and schools to exchange mercury  thermometers for digital ones.  Ashland County Solid Waste Management District and Bowling Green State University are collaborating. 

Waynesfield Goshen Local Schools, “Nature’s Restaurant…Education with a Taste”, $4,521, Auglaize County, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (pre-school), F-07M-014, Contact: Cindy Weaver, mlbsig@prodigy.net, 419-568-4451.

Provides an educational garden where pre-school students and parent volunteers will grow plants to attract birds and butterflies, as well as pizza ingredients, strawberries, potatoes and pumpkins to be used in school programs.  Activities will be incorporated into the curriculum using Habitats for Learning: A Planning Guide for Using and Developing School Land Labs, an outstanding resource funded by a previous OEEF grant.  Collaborators include the local Future Farmers of America chapter, Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District, Top of Ohio Resource and Development Council, and Kaufrman’s Backyard Gardens. 
Cincinnati Public Schools, Dater Montessori School, “Mentoring Teachers and Students for Environmental Education,” $5,000, Hamilton County, OEEF Priority:  Education Reform,  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (PreK- 8th Grade), F-07M-017, Contact: Susan Vonderhaar,  vonderhaar.susan@epa.gov, 513-569-7329.

Provides resources and training for 100 teaching staff to more fully utilize FOSS (Full Option Science System) science kits and the school’s nature center in their classes.  Program will also develop junior high students as mentors to assist in teaching younger students.  Collaborators include the Cincinnati Zoo, Civic Garden Center, Keep Cincinnati Beautiful, Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services, and Hamilton Soil and Water Conservation District.  

Ohio Hospital Association, “Pharmaceutical Waste Management,” $3,500, statewide, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: Regulated Community, F-07M-023, Contact: Richard Sites, ricks@ohanet.org, 614-221-7614.

Provides a compliance seminar and Web-based training to help hospitals properly segregate and dispose of a variety of hazardous pharmaceutical wastes that are subject to multiple and increasingly complex regulations.   Includes OSHA, NIOSH and US EPA recommendations on pollution prevention and management of hazardous drugs and hazardous wastes.

Noble Soil and Water Conservation District, “Duck Creek Watershed Day Camp,” $3,344, Noble and Washington Counties, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (grades 8-12), F-07M-024, Contact: Heidi Suhoski, heidi.suhoski@oh.nacdnet.net, 740-373-7113 ext 243.

Provides a two-day summer watershed camp for 30 youth ages 8-12.  Students will learn how to identifying their watershed, and how human activity impacts streams through soil erosion, acid mine drainage.  They will also collect macro- invertebrates to understand how water quality affects pollution-tolerant and pollution–intolerant species.  The Washington County Fish and Game Club, and the Noble and Washington Soil and Water Conservation Districts are collaborating. 

Friends of Lower Muskingum River, “Meigs Creek Watershed Education,” $2,728, Morgan, Muskingum and Noble Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-025, Contact: Kristyn Robinson, flmr@charterinternet.com, 740-516-0987.

Provides watershed signs and a series of workshops for adults and families, to help raise awareness and understanding of issues affecting water quality in the Meigs Creek watershed.  Participants will tour the Watershed and receive training as volunteer monitors to conduct physical, chemical and biological testing in the Creek.  They will also receive an introduction to the Meigs Creek Management Plan, and steps being taken to protect local water quality.  American Electric Power and the ODNR Division of Forestry are collaborating.

Ohio Federation of Soil & Water Conservation Districts, “Soil and Water Conservation Display at Malabar Farm State Park Visitor Center,” $5,000, Richland County (Statewide), OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-026, Contact: Nelson Strong, nelson.strong@dnr.state.oh.us, 614-265-6779.

Provides an inter-active permanent display in the new Malabar Farm State Park Visitor Education Center. The display will focus on soil and water resources, food production, and conservation issues and methods, and include an EnviroScape watershed model for use in school and family programs.  Approximately 350,000 visitors currently visit the park annually from across Ohio and beyond.  Collaborators include the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the ODNR Division of Soil and Water Conservation, and Malabar Farm State Park.  

Hamilton County Ohio – Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission, “Hamilton County Greenprint WEB Resources / Greenprint Presentation Program,” $4,595, Hamilton County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-028, Contact: Dean Niemeyer, dean.niemeyer@hamilton-co.org, 513-946-4487.


Provides tools for greenspace preservation to 49 local jurisdictions, including community-specific mapping and flyover movies, tree ordinances, conservation design for subdivisions, green building techniques, and riparian corridor protection regulations. CITYgreen software will help local communities calculate the economic benefits of greenspace preservation in terms of storm water management, air quality, and summer energy savings.  A number of local agencies and organizations are collaborating.  

B-W Greenway Community Land Trust, “Public Rain Garden Demo & Education Project,” $5,000, Greene and Montgomery Counties, OEEF Priority:  Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-035, Contact: Christine Hadley, sbatcha1@earthlink.net, 937-289-4237. 

Provides a public demonstration rain garden at the Fairborn Senior Center, to educate the community about environmentally friendly ways to handle storm water runoff.  Project includes four community educational workshops and a brochure, and collaboration from the City of Fairborn, Terran Corporation, Horticultural Management, Inc., and the Hebble Creek Watershed Coalition.  

Columbus Green Building Forum, “Residential Green Expo,” $5,000, Franklin County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-038, Contact: Meera Parthasarathy, skrishna@pipeline.com, (614) 855-8085.

A Residential Green Expo in the spring of 2007 will showcase green materials and technologies that CGBF is currently employing in its LEED Home demonstration project in Downtown Columbus.  LEED  (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is an international certification program for energy efficiency, reuse and recycling, use of non-polluting construction materials, and other green building techniques.    The expo offers a day of workshops and tours for builders, developers, design professionals and homeowners.  Seniors from Worthington Kilbourne High School will be incorporating green building design into a service project building a house for the working poor.   Columbus Housing Partnership is also collaborating. 

For more information, contact:

Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH 43216-1049

(614) 644-2873

www.epa.state.oh.us
oeef@epa.state.oh.us
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