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Awarded Mini Grants, SFY 2008
In the fall 2007 grant cycle, and the spring, 2008 grant cycle, the OEEF funded the following 23 projects, for a total of $97,596.  
Olentangy Local Schools, Wyandot Run Elementary, “Environmental Adventure Camp,” $3,161, Delaware County, OEEF Priorities: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (2nd Grade), F-08M-002, Contact: Amy Myer, amy_myer@olentangy.k12.oh.us, 740-657-4850.
Provides transportation, books and supplies for the third year of an environmental adventure camp for 135 second graders.  Activities include field trips to the Ohio Wildlife Center, and classroom visits from the Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District and Delaware Recycling and Litter Prevention Office, to demonstrate the EnviroScape watershed model, soils, papermaking and edible landfill activities.  
Little Miami River Partnership, “TMDL Development for the Lower Miami River Watershed,” $4,950, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton and Warren Counties, OEEF Priority: Compliance Assistance, Audience: Regulated Community, F-08M-003, Contact: Dennis Raymond TenWolde, dtenwolde@littlemiamiriver.org, 513-695-2542.  

The Little Miami River Partnership (LMRP) will host and facilitate four public education meetings on the development and creation of the OEPA Lower Little Miami River Total Maximum Daily Load document. The meetings will be aimed at attracting, educating and involving regulated industries and the point source community in the development of this regulatory document in a facilitated, neutral atmosphere. Grant funds will provide multi-media and meeting equipment and supplies.  Collaborators include the Clermont and Warren Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Miami Valley Resource Conservation and Development Council, Warren County Water and Sewer Department, and Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water.  
Painesville Local Schools, Harvey High School, “USS Grand River Project,” $5,000, Lake County, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), F-08M-005, Contact: Barbara Ann Dunagan, pc_dunagan@lgca.org, 440-392-5194.
One of three mini grants to support northeast Ohio high schools participating in a regional, collaborative research project on the ecological and social consequences of urbanization of streams and rivers.  Teachers at all three schools have completed the Urban Stream Scholars summer academy hosted by Cleveland State University’s Environmental Institute.  Projects at the individual schools will vary, but be linked by common curriculum elements, standardized monitoring protocols, a common data repository website, research symposia and other opportunities for student collaboration.  At Harvey High School in Painesville, students will complete a biologic and geologic study in the fall and spring; an aquatic food web, invasive species identification, and human impact (pollution) in fall ecology unit; classification, adaptations, and evolution in the spring unit.  Cleveland State University and Lake Soil and Water Conservation District are collaborating.  
National Engineers Week Future City Competition – Ohio Region, “Future City Competition – Ohio Region,” $4,138, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Career Development, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Middle School), F-08M-007, Contact: Lisa Huelskamp, huelskaL@westerville.k12.oh.us, 614-797-6815.  

Supports a statewide competition for 7th and 8th graders to explore careers in engineering and architecture.  Student teams use SimCity game software and work with a teacher and engineer mentor to design a city of the future.  Teams are judged on a detailed computerized map of their city, a tabletop model, an essay and oral presentation, invoking issues such as waste management, recycling infrastructure, transportation, open space, energy efficiency, and environmental friendliness.  Approximately 230 students participate in the statewide final competition, with more than 500 parents and siblings watching.  Collaborators include M-E Companies, Westerville Schools, the Ohio Society of Professional Engineers, and the American Institute of Architects Columbus Chapter.  
Cleveland Municipal Schools, Collinwood High School, “Euclid Creek Education Project – Urban Stream Scholars,” $5,000, Cuyahoga County, OEEF Priorities: Education Reform and Career Development, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), F-08M-009, Contact: James Watson, jameswatson3@sbcglobal.net, 216-780-9264.  
One of three mini grants to support northeast Ohio high schools participating in a regional, collaborative research project on the ecological and social consequences of urbanization of streams and rivers.  Teachers at all three schools have completed the Urban Stream Scholars summer academy hosted by Cleveland State University’s Environmental Institute.  Projects at the individual schools will vary, but be linked by common curriculum elements, standardized monitoring protocols, a common data repository website, research symposia and other opportunities for student collaboration.  The Euclid Creek Education Project (ECEP) at Collinwood High School sponsors field trips for 350-400 ninth through twelfth grade students per year to monitor the health of urban streams such as Euclid Creek, Dugway Creek and Doan Brook, compared to rural streams such as Sulphur Springs Creek, Sagamore Creek, and the upper Cuyahoga River. Students will test for dissolved oxygen and various pollutants, and measure the diversity of benthic invertebrate, fish, stream bed and bank fauna and riparian zone flora.  They will conduct a Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Inventory (QHEI) or Headwaters Habitat Evaluation Inventory (HHEI) to monitor stream bed and bank habitat conditions.  Field trips also include visits to local water and wastewater treatment plants.  Collaborators include the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, Cleveland Metro Parks, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, Cleveland Water Department, Cleveland State University Environmental Institute, and the Lake View Cemetery Foundation.   
Barnesville Hospital Association, “Community Mercury Thermometer Exchange,” $4,367, Belmont and Monroe Counties, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: General Public, F-08M-011, Contact: Anne Smith, asmith@barnesvillehospital.com, 740-425-3941 ext. 3398.

Provides a mercury thermometer exchange program for communities in Belmont and Monroe Counties, in conjunction with the annual business fairs.  Grant funds will support advertising and informational materials on the dangers of mercury to health and the environment, as well as digital thermometers for residents who turn in mercury thermometers for recycling and proper disposal.   Collaborators include the Ohio Hospital Association, Hospitals for a Healthy Environment, and the Barnesville Hospital Education and Outreach Department and Green Team.  
North Central Ohio Educational Service Center, “Dynamic Watershed Environmental Research Project,” $5,000, Adams, Columbiana, Marion, Muskingum, Seneca, Wyandot and Scioto Counties, OEEF Priorities: Environmental Health and Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Grades 3-12), F-08M-013, Contact: Kathleen Mohr, kmohr@ncoesc.org, 419-447-2929.
Provides field trip transportation, monitoring equipment and handheld GPS units to help students in grades 3-12 at seven schools study the boundaries of their local watershed and assess local water quality.  Students will present research findings to peers, environmental agencies, and community members.  Collaborators include the Columbiana County and Muskingum Valley Educational Service Centers, Adams County/Ohio Valley Schools, Seneca East Local Schools, and the South Central Ohio Computer Association.  
HAND (Helping Africans in a New Direction)/Somali Link, “WASAMAN (Somali Waste Management Project),” $5,000, Franklin County, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: General Public, F-08M-014, Contact: Mahdi Taakilo, mahdi@somalilink.com, 614-433-0603.

There are 65,000 Somali people in Central Ohio, of whom 95% do not read or write English. WASAMAN is a proposed environment action program that will utilize the Somali Link newspaper to translate educational resources into the Somali language for dissemination, and a series of community workshop meetings to raise awareness within 17 Somali communities in Central Ohio towards progressive action on recycling, solid waste preparation and removal, and environmental health issues. These community workshop meetings will culminate in a comprehensive survey that will measure public need and indicate a direct course of action.  Collaborators include Keep Columbus Beautiful, the Northland Community Council, ODNR Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention, and the Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio.
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Cleveland Lakefront State Park, “Lake Kleenerz Environmental Education Campaign,” $4,980, Cuyahoga, Lake and Geauga Counties, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: General Public, F-08M-017, Contact: Carol Ward, clsp.naturalist@dnr.state.oh.us, 216-881-8141 ext 3001.  

Provides educational materials on two environmental issues threatening aquatic life in Lake Erie:  nonpoint source pollution and invasive species.  The Lake Kleenerz, a team of environmentally focused high school student volunteers (www.LakeKleenerz.org), are helping to develop exhibits and informational materials for the Education Center at the Cleveland Lakefront State Park, the most visited state park in Ohio.  Project also includes portable educational banners for presentations and displays at fairs and festivals.  Collaborators include the Cuyahoga and Lake Soil and Water Conservation Districts; ODNR Divisions of Wildlife and Soil and Water Conservation; OSU Extension/Ohio Sea Grant; and PSC Solutions, Inc.  
Standing Rock Cultural Arts, “The 2nd Annual “Who’s Your Mama?” Environmental Film Festival,” $1,000, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Portage, Stark and Summit Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-08M-020, Contact: Jeff Ingram, jingram3@neo.rr.com, 330-673-4970.

Provides wind- and solar-powered equipment to support a second annual  Environmental Film Festival to provide awareness of local sustainable activities.  Project includes a student artwork exhibit on the watershed, and school field trips focusing on nonpoint source pollution and storm water impacts on the Cuyahoga River.   A website, www.whosyourmama.org, offers a year-round forum for ideas about sustainable living.  Collaborators include Kent Parks and Recreation, Ravenna Parks and Recreation, Portage Park District, and Portage Soil and Water Conservation District.  
Cleveland Municipal Schools, James Ford Rhodes Educational Campus, “Investigating Environmental Impacts on Two Local Urbanized Watersheds,” $5,000, Cuyahoga County, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), F-08M-022, Contact: James Gazda, jgazda52@aol.com, 440-884-4076.

One of three mini grants to support northeast Ohio high schools participating in a regional, collaborative research project on the ecological and social consequences of urbanization of streams and rivers.  Teachers at all three schools have completed the Urban Stream Scholars summer academy hosted by Cleveland State University’s Environmental Institute.  Projects at the individual schools will vary, but be linked by common curriculum elements, standardized monitoring protocols, a common data repository website, research symposia and other opportunities for student collaboration.  Provides water quality monitoring equipment and supplies for eighty high school earth science students at the James Ford Rhodes campus to study riparian zones, aquatic life forms, water quality and human impacts in two watersheds.  Students will share their findings electronically and at a spring Student Research Symposium.  
Lawrence Soil and Water Conservation District, carrie.yaniko@oh.nacdnet.net “What You Should Know About Your Septic System,” $4,000, Lawrence County, OEEF Priorities: Community Issues, Environmental Health, Audience: General Public, #S08M-026, Contact: Carrie Yaniko, , 740-867-4737.   

Provides a one-day field day event for residents on the installation, operation and maintenance of home sewage treatment systems.  Leaking septic systems are a significant source of water pollution in Ohio.  With new rules from the Ohio Department of Health in the works, it is important for people to understand how important it is to have a properly installed and operating septic system. The seminar will feature a demonstration of a new system being installed, with local experts on hand to answer questions.  Seminar attendees will also receive a binder or CD of reference information.  The Lawrence County Health Department and Union-Rome Sewer District are collaborating.  

Delaware City Schools, David Smith Elementary School Arts Council, “Impact of Waste on the Olentangy River Through Arts Learning,” $4,988, Delaware County, OEEF Priority: Standards-Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (K-4th), #S08M-027, Contact: Susanne Mussenden, susanne287@aol.com, 740 833-1350. 

Provides funding for guest artists, bus transportation, water quality monitoring and paper-making supplies for a program at an arts-integration school on how recycling and waste handling practices impact the Olentangy River Watershed. Over 400 K-4th grade students will be participating.  Collaborators include the Delaware General Health District, Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Wexner Center for the Arts. 

St. Marys City Schools, Memorial High School, “Project BLUE:  Building Local Unpolluted Environments,” $4,570, Auglaize County, OEEF Priority: Standards-Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), #S08M-028, Contact: Tami Golliday, tami.golliday@smriders.net, 419-394-4011.

Forty high school students will research local environmental issues and develop presentations about them for other science classes and local civic groups, using advanced technologies. Topics include climate change, water and air resources, solid waste and recycling.  Grant funds provide audio/visual equipment to support the project.  The St. Marys Rotary Club and local chapter of Soroptimist International are collaborating.  

Simon Kenton Council, Boy Scouts of America, “Environmental Science Merit Badge,” $4,956, Licking and Vinton Counties (plus 15 other central and southeastern counties), OEEF Priorities: Environmental Health, Environmental Careers, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), #S08M-029, Contact: Brian Asbury, basbury@skcbsa.org, 614-436-7200 Ext. 216.  

Provides testing equipment, supplies and instructional support to implement an Environmental Science Merit Badge at two summer camps (Licking, Vinton County) for scouts from 17 Ohio counties.  To complete the requirements, scouts will conduct experiments, complete activities and keep journals on issues related to ecology, air pollution, water pollution, land pollution, endangered species, pollution prevention and resource conservation.  Participating scouts will also explore careers in environmental science, and the components of an environmental impact statement for a construction project.  Experimental activities include water quality monitoring and testing for airborne particulates, ozone levels, and acid rain. 
Carroll Soil and Water Conservation District, “Agriculture – Natural Resource – Conservation Expo,” $4,736, Carroll County, OEEF Priorities: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, # S08M-031, Contact: Linda Yeager, linda.yeager@oh.nacdnet.net, 330-627-9852.  

Provides logistical support for a one-day conservation expo.  The event will include a keynote on sustainable agriculture and buying locally, as well as demonstrations and activities on management of soil, water, forests, wildlife, energy and mineral resources, and children’s activities.  Multiple local agencies and organizations are collaborating.  

Adams Soil and Water Conservation District, “Adams SWCD Watershed Stewardship Project,” $5,000, Adams and Scioto Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, # S08M-033.  Contact: William Wickerham, bill.wickerham@oh.nacdnet.net, 937-544-5121.

Provides 8 additional canoes to supplement ongoing stream cleanup and watershed education programs in the Ohio Brush Creek, Scioto Brush Creek and Ohio River watersheds, including two science camps.   Canoe trips include demonstrations of the impacts of soil erosion, litter, and other pollutants, as well as watershed functioning, the importance of wooded riparian zones, and endangered and threatened species.  Collaborators include Adams Brown Recycling and Litter Prevention, Adams County Ohio Valley Local Schools, The Edge of Appalachia Preserve, and Friends of Scioto Brush Creek.  

Madison Soil and Water Conservation District, “Prairie Oaks Rain Garden Workshops,” $1,150, Madison County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues,   Audience: General Public, # S08M-037. Contact: Susan L. Stanford, susan.stanford@oh.nacdnet.net, 740-852-4004.

Provides supplies for a series of workshops to educate residents on planning, designing, and installing rain gardens on their properties for backyard conservation and storm water retention.   Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Prairie Oaks Metro Park are collaborating. 

Ohio River Foundation, “Ohio River Watershed Outreach Program,” $5,000, Clermont and Hamilton Counties, OEEF Priority: Standards-based Education,  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Grades 2-10), #S08M-039.  Contact: Erin Crowley, educator@ohioriverfdn.org, 513-377-1408.

Supports a traveling classroom program bringing river education to students (grades 2 - 10) in the Ohio River Watershed. Three standards-based classes will be offered: Wonderful World of Watersheds, Macroinvertebrates, and The Water Cycle. Hands-on lessons will incorporate live specimens, the EnviroScape Watershed Model, and lesson plans adapted from Project WET. 

Ohio Nurses Foundation, “P2 University for Nurse Leaders,” $5,000, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Compliance Assistance, Audience: Regulated Community, 

#S08M-040.  Contact: Kathleen Morris, kmorris@ohnurses.org, 614-448-1026.  

This train-the-trainer program will enable nurse leaders to assess nurse involvement/buy-in in the waste management efforts of their health care facilities, and provide a toolkit to help educate those nurses on procedures and benefits of pollution prevention, waste reduction, and environmental compliance in a health care setting.    CGH Environmental Strategies, the Ohio Hospital Association, and the Ohio Organization of Nurse Executives are collaborating.  

After School Discovery, Inc., “Waterways Outdoor Adventure,” $4,800, Ashtabula County, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Grades 3-6), #S08M-041.  Contact: Patricia Seymour, pseymour@afterschooldiscovery.com, 440-993-1060.  

Provides a new soil, rock and mineral component, student transportation,  field trip fees, teacher professional development and staff support for an ongoing after-school science and math program organized around environmental issues.  Two hundred fifty students in grades 3-6 will participate in an Outdoor Learning Day on Lake Erie, with additional classroom and outdoor learning activities throughout the year, culminating in a symposium where they present their findings to their peers.  Collaborators include Ashtabula Area City Schools, Buckeye Local Schools, the City of Ashtabula, 4-h Camp Whitewood, and Grand Valley Local Schools.  

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation, “Environmental, Economic and Social Awareness of Ohio Livestock Production,” $5,000, Statewide, OEEF Priorities: Community Issues and Standards-Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Grades 5-8), #S08M-042.  Contact: Larry M. Antosch, lantosch@ofbf.org, 614-246-8264.

Provides bus transportation and supplies to support a 2-day tour for 25 teachers to experience an up-close view of animal agriculture in Ohio. The tour will include stops at livestock farms or production facilities to give teachers a hands-on approach to livestock farming, production practices and environmental controls.  Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks and the Ohio Livestock Coalition are collaborating.  
Ashland County Park District, “Park Packs for Students and Families,” $800, Ashland County, OEEF Priority: Standards-Based Education, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University, #08M-043.  Contact: Louise Fleming, lfleming@ashland.edu, 419-289-2657.  

Equips four topical backpacks that may be checked out free of charge by families or school classes, with binoculars, magnifying lenses, field guides, children’s books, and craft supplies related to trees, birds, wildflowers, and butterflies.  Ashland City Division of Parks and Recreation is collaborating.  

For more information, contact:

Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH  43216-1049

(614) 644-2873

email: oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Website: www.epa.state.oh.us/oeef
