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Mini Grants Awarded in State Fiscal Year 2004
During the Fall, 2003, and Spring, 2004 grant rounds, the OEEF funded the following 24 projects, for a total of $99,160.00 

Loveland City Schools, Over the Garden and Through the Woods, $3,512, Hamilton County, including some students from Clermont and Warren Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary), #04M-001, Contact: Roberta Paolo, schoolgarden@fuse.net
Adapts a forest habitat on school grounds by clearing trails and adding interpretive areas, bird blinds and feeders.  Twenty-six first- through fourth-grade teachers will receive naturalist-guided tours and curriculum aligned with new academic content standards for science, to help them incorporate the site into lesson plans for 1300 students. Haddix Tree Service and parent volunteers are  collaborating. 

Lawrence Soil and Water Conservation District, Stream Sampling and Monitoring Project, $1,982, Lawrence County, Audience: Pre-School-University (High School), #04M-004, Contact: Carolyn Cheek, carrie-cheek@oh.nacdnet.org
Provides equipment and supplies for students from three high schools to sample water quality and monitor the health of macro-invertebrate populations along Pine Creek, Storms Creek and Symmes Creek.  Student-collected data will also be incorporated into the county(s storm water management planning. 

Elida Local Schools, Elida School Woodlot Development Project $5,000, Allen County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), #04M-005, Contact: Todd Hanes, todd@elida.k12.oh.us
Develops 18 acres of woodland into an outdoor learning area for 2,500 students at the three schools within walking distance, as well as for the community and visitors to the adjacent public library branch.  The project will include self-guided trails, bird and wildlife observation areas, a community newsletter, and a walking guide to assist teachers in utilizing the area in their lesson plans.

Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District, Interactive Soil Display, $5,000, Hamilton County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary, Middle and High School) and General Public, #04M-006, Contact: gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org
Provides a display in two tents, painted to resemble soil horizons, to travel to local classrooms and community events, along with accompanying education materials on plant root development, animal habitats, groundwater, septic tank use, infiltration, decomposition, permeability, erosion, nutrient management, and composting, and books for a lending library for local teachers.  Collaborators include an advisory team with representatives from the Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services, Greater Cincinnati Water Works, Cincinnati Public Schools, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and a farmer and certified forester.  Student activities are aligned with the Ohio Department of Education(s new academic content standards for science.   


Antioch University, Glen Helen Ecology Institute, Furry Critters of Glen Helen Exhibit, $5,000, Greene County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary and Middle, University) and General Public, #04M-008, Contact: BethKrisko@hotmail.com
 Provides an interactive educational exhibit in the Trailside Museum visitor center adjacent to the Glen Helen Nature Preserve, featuring identification and tracking of mammal species native to Ohio(s deciduous forests, effects of species overpopulation due to shrinking habitat, and role of humans in mammal conservation.  Audience includes 3,000 elementary and middle school students from 50 school districts who attend week-long programs in Life Science and Earth Science, as well as 20,000 annual walk-in visitors to the museum and Antioch College undergraduate education majors preparing teaching units on native mammals for field testing with 3rd-6th grade classes from Mills Lawn Elementary School. Ohio Division of Wildlife District 5 is also collaborating.      

Tri-Valley Local School District, Jefferson Landlab Restoration Project, $5,000, Muskingum County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), #04M-013, Contact: drakeprouty@hotmail.com
Provides supplies to repair and enhance an abandoned landlab that serves 1 high school, 1 middle school, and 5 elementary schools with 3,000 students.  Includes bird houses and feeders, color maps, activity books on the Pioneer and Native American learning stations for younger children, a tree and plant identification guide, and teacher workshops on incorporating Project WET, Project WILD and Project Learning Tree activities into their lesson plans.  

Ohio Academy of Science, Alignment, Interpretation and Delivery via CD-ROM of (Ohio(s Natural Heritage( with Ohio(s Academic Content Standards in Science, Social Studies and Technology, $5,000, Statewide, Audience: Pre-School-University (Middle and High School), #04M-014, Contact: Lynn Elfner, oas@iwaynet.net
Ohio(s Natural Heritage is an award-winning text on all aspects of natural history, developed by scientists from the OAS and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Divisions of Wildlife, and Natural Areas and Preserves.  In order to continue to be widely used in Ohio schools, the book is being converted to CD ROM, with Website links to updated information on topics such as exotic species in Lake Erie.  The mini grant funds alignment of the contents with the Ohio Department of Education(s December, 2002 academic standards in three disciplines, and provides inquiry-based lessons on 19 chapter-specific field activities such as stream sampling, forest leaf-litter studies, soil analysis and comparison, algal studies, and prairie plant characterization.  

Ohio Environmental Council, Communicating Safe Fish Consumption Information to At-Risk Communities in the Ohio River Basin, $5,000, multiple southern Ohio counties, Audience: General Public, #04M-015, Contact: Keith Dimoff, keith@theoec.org
Extends a successful fish consumption advisory program from the Lake Erie Basin to the Ohio River Basin, to help citizens understand potential risks from eating fish contaminated with mercury and PCBs, steps to avoid those risks, and steps to reduce the pollution prompting the advisories.  Adapts Ohio EPA(s fish consumption advisories for distribution to at-risk populations who depend on fishing to meet their dietary needs, as well as women of childbearing age and parents of children ages six and under. Materials focus on safer places to catch fish, safer types of fish, safer ways to prepare fish, and safer amounts of fish to eat.  Project includes train-the-trainer workshops for health care providers, watershed organizations, sporting and fishing groups who will help distribute the materials.  Collaborators include Rural Action, Ohio Smallmouth Alliance, Marietta College Environmental Science Program, and the Oho River Foundation.  

Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments, Give Water A Hand Educational Brochure Campaign for Non-urbanized Areas, $4,999, Lucas and Wood Counties, Audience: General Public, #04M-018, Contact: Kurt Erichsen, kurt@tmacog.org
The Maumee Remedial Action Plan (RAP) and TMACOG are coordinating an education campaign with local jurisdictions to educate residents about storm water runoff and other environmental issues, their impacts on water quality, and how the average citizen can make a difference.  The campaign includes quarterly mailings of brochures on specific topics such as water conservation, lawn care, septic systems, streambank stabilization, storm drains, and household hazardous waste disposal.  The brochures are reinforced with multi-media advertising, and the campaign is funded in part with an OEEF general grant.  Rural jurisdictions not regulated under NPDES stormwater permits may voluntarily participate to educate their citizens at comparable levels.  This mini grant will extend the campaign to reach 1663 additional households in non-urbanized jurisdictions.  Many of these communities are experiencing significant development pressures.  

City of Milford, Stormwater Drain Labeling, $657, Clermont County, Audience: General Public, #04M-019, Contact: Loretta Rokey, lrokey@milfordohio.org
Provides (No Dumping - Drains to the River,( markers to be installed by volunteers on 100 catch basins in the city.  Also funds 600 door hangers in these neighborhoods, to educate residents about the water quality effects of dumping materials in storm drains.   

Marianist Environmental Education Center (MEEC), Ecology (gait-way(: Increasing Ecological Literacy through Restoration and Interpretation, $5,000, Greene County, with participants from 8 surrounding counties, Audience: General Public, #04M-023, Contact: Dr. Leanne Jablonski, Jablonski@udayton.edu
Provides an interpretive trail guide for a 100-acre restoration site at Mount St. John.  A borrow pit where soil was excavated for highway construction is being restored to tall grass prairie, and an adjacent field altered by development and drainage is being restored to a native wet prairie ecosystem with high biological diversity and low invasion by non-native species.  The project seeks to teach 10,000 annual visitors about ecosystem succession and human impacts on the land, as well as predator-prey relationships, natural selection and the impact of exotic species on native communities.  The trail guide with reflection questions will be distributed in hard copy and on the MEEC Website.  A formal pre- and post- assessment of what was learned by 100 visitors will be shared with environmental education and ecological restoration professionals.

Youngstown State University, Dept. of Geological and Environmental Sciences, National Ocean Sciences Bowl, Ohio and Pennsylvania Regional Competition, $3,850, statewide, Audience: Pre-School - University (High School), #04M-024, Contact: Raymond Beiersdorfer, rebeiersdorfer@ysu.edu
The National Ocean Sciences Bowl is a competition for high school students on topics related to the oceans and Great Lakes, managed by a consortium of oceanographic institutions, universities, and aquaria.  The Ohio and Pennsylvania regional competition was first held in 2003 at Youngstown State University, and will move to the Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium in 2004.  Students answer individual and team collaborative questions on topics such as shoreline erosion, pollution, ecology, climate change, and invasive species such as zebra mussels.  Mini grant will support recruitment of Ohio high schools and training sessions for Ohio teams, as well as travel and lodging for the finalists who travel to Pittsburgh for the regional competition.  

Friends of the Ravines, Guide to Protecting Urban Ravines: A Community Resource, $4,853.00, Franklin County, Audience: General Public, #04M-025, Contact: Martha Buckalew, mhbuckalew@aol.com 

Provides 3,500 copies of a guide on preserving the integrity of urban ravines, minimizing erosion on ravine properties, and controlling invasive plant species.   A goal is to educate property owners about the fragility of ravines surrounded by impervious cover, characteristics of Franklin County soils, the function of plantings in slowing the velocity of runoff water, and the advantages of replacing invasive with native plant species.  The guide will be distributed to residents of more than 40 ravines in the Greater Columbus area, through collaboration with the Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed Backyard Conservation Program, Walhalla Ravine Association, Iuka Ravine Association, Friends of the Ravines on Glen Echo, Adena Brook Community, Bainbridge Condominium Association on Linden Run, public libraries, chambers of commerce, and area commissions.  

Friends of the Crawford Park District, Promoting and Providing Environmental Education Programs for the Educators and Youth of Crawford County, $4,761.00, Crawford County, Audience: Pre-School-University (K-12), #04M-026, Contact: James Little, jlittle-dir@crawfordparkdistrict.org
Funds one day per week of naturalist-conducted programs in two parks and two nature preserves for a period of one year.  Programs cover trees, insects, wildflowers, birds, reptiles and amphibians, forest ecology, Monarch tagging, ferns and non-flowering plants, wetlands, and how to monitor water quality in streams and ponds.  Also funds a brochure about these programs and a new nature center, for distribution to approximately 1,000 teachers as well as home schoolers, church youth groups, 4-H Clubs, a Summer Nature Day Camp, and Boy and Girl Scouts.  The Mid-Ohio Education Service Center is collaborating.  

Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research Reserve and State Nature Preserve, Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, Water Quality Made Easy: “Healthy Water, Healthy People” Training Workshop for Middle School and High School Teachers, $4,405.00, Erie, Huron, and Ottawa Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Middle and High School), #04M-029, Contact: Phoebe Van Zoest, info@oldwomancreek.org
Provides a series of three six-hour workshops for 30-60 teachers on a new curriculum from Project WET, including hands-on activities on non-point source pollution, water chemistry, and aquatic biology.  Participants will learn methods of monitoring water quality with their students.  Grant funds cover workshop supplies and watershed strip-testing kits for the attendees, and loaner kits of supplies for conducting classroom activities. The Erie-Huron-Ottawa Education Service Center and Friends of Old Woman Creek Association are collaborating. 
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District, Environmental Education Project, $5,000.00, April 2004 – September 2004, Lake and Geauga Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary, Middle and High), #04M-032, Contact: Annie Rzepka, arzepka@geaugaswcd.com
Provides a week-long summer workshop for 35 teachers on the Wonders of Watersheds, with materials from Project WET and Project Learning Tree, field trips to streams and wetlands, and demonstrations of the EnviroScape, Streamulator, and Ground Water Flow models.  Also provides a handbook to be distributed to 2,050 science teachers, aligning SWCD classroom programs in the two counties with the Ohio Department of Education’s new academic content standards for science.  Lake Soil and Water Conservation District is collaborating.  

Black Swamp Bird Observatory, Bridges To Birds: Habits and Habitats in Northwest Ohio, $2,250.00, Lucas, Ottawa, and Sandusky Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Middle School), #04M-035, Contact: Dana K. Bollin, dkbollin@accesstoledo.com
Funds a week-long summer day camp for 20 middle school students, with field trip units on river, wetland, forest and prairie ecosystems.  Activities include river seining for macro invertebrates, eagle nest searches, census surveys of various bird and insect species, soil sampling, wetland and prairie restoration projects, removal of invasive species such as garlic mustard, and journaling and portfolio development.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Divisions of Wildlife and Natural Areas and Preserves, Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, and Toledo Metroparks are collaborating.   

Ohio State University at Marion, Prairie Nature Center, Acquisition of EnviroScape Models for Use in Environmental Education Programs, $3,246.00,  Crawford, Delaware, Hardin, Marion, Morrow, Union and Wyandot Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (K-12), #04M-037, Contact: Carol Bowman, bowman.79@osu.edu
Provides EnviroScape tabletop models on non-point source pollution, wetlands, groundwater, hazardous materials, solid waste landfills, and a riparian kit, for use in the nature center’s on- and off-site programs in 7 counties.    

YMCA Hilltop Educare Centre, Preschool Environmental Education Program, $4,994.00, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Pre-kindergarten), #04M-038, Contact: Tiffany Lykins, hilltopeducare@ymca-columbus.com
Provides supplies, theme boxes and staff training in Project WILD and Project Learning Tree activities, to initiate an environmental education program for 40 pre-K students annually.  Units will include age-appropriate materials on animals, birds, plants, insects, habitat and weather, based on a pre-school curriculum previously funded by OEEF.  The mini grant also supports classroom presentations by the Ohio Wildlife Center and a field trip to the Stratford Ecological Center to study farming.  The pre-school age group is one of five under-served audiences identified for K-12 environmental education by the OEEF partnership with the Environmental Education Council of Ohio, and the EECO regional director for central Ohio is collaborating.    

Greenacres Foundation, Saturday Stream Snapshot: Citizen Monitoring Program, $4,967.00, Clermont, Hamilton, and Warren Counties, Audience: General Public, #04M-039, Contact: Anne Lyon, alyon@green-acres.org
Provides additional reagents, supplies and equipment to support a successful community outreach and volunteer monitoring program in the lower Little Miami Watershed.  The program will train 50 local residents per year to collect water samples and perform nitrate-nitrogen, total phosphorus, turbidity, conductivity, pH, and fecal coliform analysis.  The information gathered will be shared with 500 local residents and agency personnel.  Collaborators include the Izaak Walton League, Little Miami Inc., Little Miami River Partnership, and Hamilton County Wet Weather Initiative, and a number of other local organizations.

Little Cities of Black Diamonds Council/Sunday Creek Associates, The Environmental History of the Little Cities of Black Diamonds: Tour & Booklet, $5,000.00, Athens, Hocking, Morgan and Perry Counties, Audience: General Public, #04M-043, Contact: John Winnenberg, jwinnenb@frognet.net 

Supports a pilot project to highlight the region’s environmental history and recent environmental restoration activities, aimed at local residents and visitors.  Provides a two-day bus tour for 25 residents, educators and journalists to visit an acid mine drainage discharge site, a Gob Pile clean-up site, wetlands, a forest restoration and medicinal herb reintroduction project, a reclaimed strip mine site, a working underground coal mine, farmland tracts in transition to native hardwood forest, and a state park and Army Corps of Engineers dam to discuss water quality, development and flood control.  Local college faculty and historians will develop an introductory booklet on the region’s environmental history, with 500 copies to be distributed.  The project seeks to lay the groundwork for more in-depth efforts to educate residents and encourage low-impact tourism focused on environment and heritage.  Multiple collaborators include Hocking College, the Wayne National Forest, OSU Extension, ODNR Division of Forestry, Rural Action, and local watershed groups and recycling agencies.  
Ohio Northern University, Department of Civil Engineering, Integration of Science and Literacy in K-6 Classrooms, $5,000.00, Hardin, Allen, Putnam and Richland Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary), #04M-044, Contact: Bruce W. Berdanier, b-berdanier@onu.edu 

Supports an ongoing effort to bring together graduate and undergraduate students at ONU and Bluffton College in the fields of engineering, science and education, to study how wetland and water quality topics can be taught at the elementary level, utilizing tools like Geographic Information Systems.  The mini-grant will provide stipends for graduate credit, to enable 50 local elementary teachers to attend a 2-day continuing education workshop on sampling and analysis techniques for wetland and watershed studies.  Collaborators include Bluffton College, Putnam County Educational Service Center, and Russell Elementary School. 

Montgomery County Sanitary Engineering Public Education Committee,  Resource Library and Educational Displays, $4,684.00 ($3,267 and $1,417), Montgomery County, Audience: Preschool-University (Elementary) and General Public, #04M-049 and #04M-050, Contact: Deloris Beardsley, beardsleyd@mcohio.org   

Provides a resource library that offers environmental print and multimedia materials about drinking and wastewater, the hydrologic cycle, and water conservation, for loan to local teachers, Scout and youth group leaders, and home schoolers.  Program will be modeled on a heavily-used lending library operated by the Department’s Solid Waste Division.  Also provides two portable displays for use in presentations to schools, citizen groups, and local organizations.  Target audience includes 2200 K-12 students and 500 adults in Montgomery County.  
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For more information contact:

Ohio EPA

Office of Environmental Education

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049

Phone (614) 644-2873

Fax (614) 728-1275

Email oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Web www.epa.state.oh.us/oeef
