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General Grants Awarded in State Fiscal Year 2004
During the Fall, 2003, and Spring, 2004 grant rounds, the OEEF funded the following 17 projects, for a total of $690,332.00
Bowling Green State University, Environmental Health Program, Reducing Children’s Blood Lead Exposure Through Neighborhood Education, $49,460.00, statewide, Audience:  General Public, #04G-002, Contact:  Gary Silverman, silverma@bgnet.bgsu.edu
Provides a two-year neighborhood-based intervention program to educate parents of inner city children under the age of 5 about the dangers of lead exposure from contaminated paint, house dust and soil found in and around older homes.  Overall goal is to reduce by at least 40% the levels of lead in the blood of at least 50 inner city children.  Lagrange Development Corporation and the Toledo-Lucas County Health Department are collaborating.  

Fairfield City Schools, Fairfield Middle School, CSI: Creek Scene Investigation, $43,622.00, Butler and Hamilton Counties, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Middle School), #04G-004, Contact:  dianecallahan@cinci.rr.com
Develops middle school curriculum for physical, chemical, and biological sampling of water quality, incorporating components from the Healthy Water, Healthy People curriculum from Project WET.  Tests the curriculum in two classes before expanding to entire school of 1500 7th and 8th graders.   Butler County Department of Environmental Services is collaborating.

Russia Local School, Preparing a Land Lab that will Turn Our Students’ Environmental Learning Inside Out!”  $9,201.00, Shelby County, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), #04G-007, Contact:  Vern Rosenbeck, (937) 295-3454

Provides an expanded outdoor learning area to service 452 students in grades K-12 with 12 new learning activities on plant competition, soil structure, water management, seed-fruit development, and plant-animal interrelationships.  The facility will include butterfly gardens, bird houses, feeders and baths, fruit tree plantings, sundials, native plantings and invasive plant identification, compost piles, a small pond, and a vegetable garden.  

Ohio Energy Project, Ohio’s EnergySmart Schools Program, $49,141.00, statewide, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary and Middle School), #04G-008, Contact:  Richard Smith rich@ohioenergy.org
Provides 12 workshops for up to 200 teachers, on energy conservation and efficiency, and how to conduct building energy audits.  Provides 30 customized workshops and an online tool for up to 6,500 students to monitor their own school’s energy use.  Also provides a series of eight High Performance Schools workshops for district superintendents, treasurers, and school business officials.  Collaborators include Ohio Department of Development Office of Energy Efficiency, National Energy Education Development Project, Foundation for Environmental Education, and Central Ohio Clean Fuels Coalition.

Ohio State University-South Centers, Pike County Partnerships Promote Habitats for Learning Program, $50,000.00, Pike County, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Elementary and Middle School), #04G-015, Contact:  Don McFeeters, mcfeeters.2@osu.edu
Provides a summer course to assist 25 teachers and 10 community volunteers in utilizing inquiry-based methods and outdoor learning sites to teach environmental science and related subjects.  Also provides a network of 12-15 resource professionals to support the teachers and link outdoor learning areas at individual schools with a 20-acre land lab on the OSU-South Centers campus.  (The Habitats for Learning guide for planning and developing school land labs was funded by a previous OEEF grant, and selected as an OEEF outstanding project.)  

Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission, ORSANCO Floating Classroom Pilot Program, $50,000.00, Clermont and Hamilton Counties, Audience: Pre-School-University (High School), #04G-018, Contact:  Jeanne Ison, jison@orsanco.org
Provides a four- to six-hour lesson on Ohio River water quality and a chemical spill investigation simulation, aboard an historic paddle-wheeler refitted as a science classroom, for 280 10th and 11th grade students as well as other youth and community groups.  Topics include physical and chemical testing, weather, and biotic sampling of fish and macro-invertebrates.   Results will be compared with online database of volunteer-collected data.  Program includes in-service for participating teachers, and post-visit community education projects.  Collaborators include the Green Acres foundation, Monroe Elementary, Hamilton County Environmental Services, and the Science and Mathematics Network.

After School Discovery, Waterways Adventure, $50,000.00, Ashtabula County, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Upper Elementary), #04G-021, Contact: Patricia Seymour, asdiscovery@excite.com
Provides in-school and after-school programs and field trips for monitoring local water quality, for 1090 4th-6th grade students in three school districts.  Seeks to help 75% of participants reach grade level standards in math and science, based on pre- and post-tests.  

Miami County Park District, Honey Creek/Upper Great Miami River Watershed Wide Education Program, $41,595.00, Clark and Miami Counties, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Elementary and High School), #04G-034, Contact:  Kristen Eppley, honeycreekws@aol.com
Twenty high school students trained in water quality monitoring will work with 500 elementary school students, teachers, and an artist-in-residence to study the Honey Creek watershed, monitor water quality, and create original songs, murals and exhibits for display at an annual watershed festival and other local events.  Project includes student field trips to wetlands, streams, and water treatment facilities, as well as orientation workshops for 21 high school and elementary teachers.  Multiple organizations in Clark and Miami Counties are collaborating.
Project Learning Tree-Ohio, WET, WILD and PLT – Correlations for all Three, $45,960.00, Statewide, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), #04G-043, Contact: jen.dennison@dnr.state.oh.us
A team of formal and nonformal educators will document correlations between three national environmental education curricula and the Ohio Department of Education’s new Academic Content Standards for K-12 science.  A searchable database and Web site will provide Ohio teachers with documentation to support including Project activities focusing on land, air, water, plants and wildlife in their lesson plans.  Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Divisions of Forestry, Soil and Water Conservation, Water and Wildlife are collaborating.

Miami University, Department of Zoology, The GREEN Teachers Institute: Water Resources, $15,200.00, Butler, Clermont, Hamilton, Preble, and Warren Counties, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Elementary and Middle School), #04G-050, Contact:  Don Kaufman, kaufmadg@muohio.edu
Extends a previously-funded OEEF project to provide four week-long workshops on inquiry-based science teaching about water resources for 80 southwest Ohio teachers during the summers of 2004 and 2005.  Program includes Saturday seminars and in-service presentations for follow-up during the academic year.   Funding will purchase books and field equipment such as aquatic dip nets, plankton two nets and water monitoring test kits for the participants.  Collaborators include the Lakota Local School District and Mason City Schools.

Clermont County, Office of Environmental Quality, A Developer-Led Approach to Addressing Urban Storm Water Runoff Issues, $11,850.00, Clemont County, Audience:  Regulated Community, #04G-051, Contact: Paul Braasch, pbraasch@co.clermont.oh.us
Provides a one-day workshop on Better Site Design Tools and Techniques for managing post-construction storm water, for 150 planners, developers, engineers, contractors, and zoning and code enforcement officials.  Also provides a subsequent tour of developments that have successfully used designs to minimize storm water impact.  Collaborators include the Clermont County Planning Department, East Fork Watershed Collaborative, and the Center for Watershed Protection.  

Mill Creek Restoration Project, Mill Creek Watershed Environmental Education and Training:  Technical Capacity-Building and Implementation of Sustainable River Restoration Strategies, $48,002.00, Butler and Hamilton Counties, Audience:  General Public, #04G-056, Contact:  Robin Corathers, robin@millcreekrestoration.org
Provides two two-hour short courses for 60 property owners and local government administrators on soil bioengineering and other sustainable technologies to reduce soil erosion and water pollution.  Also sponsors two intensive four-day technical workshops with classroom and field learning opportunities for 50 professional practitioners with responsibility for implementing USEPA Storm water Phase II requirements, and ten trainees from low income neighborhoods who are working to develop marketable skills in the environmental management field.  Creates an inter-active Web site bulletin board to promote discussion and peer-to-peer assistance on sustainable environmental technologies.  Multiple local organizations and jurisdictions are collaborating.

Five Colleges of Ohio, Pollution Prevention on the College Campus:  A Consortial Approach to Education and Training, $50,000.00, Delaware, Knox, Licking, Lorain, and Wayne Counties, Audience:  Regulated Community, #04G-057, Contact:  John Principe, principej@denison.edu
Provides pollution prevention handbooks and training for more than 200 employees, including faculty and staff in the sciences, arts, and theater, at five residential colleges (Denison, Kenyon, Oberlin, Ohio Wesleyan, and the College of Wooster).  Training will cover environmental leadership, environmental management systems, ISO 14001 standards, regulatory compliance, security, chemical hygiene, emergency spill responses, and hazardous materials management.  Train-the-trainer sessions and materials on best practices will be developed for EHS managers, who will share teaching responsibilities for two departmental classes at each college. 

SunWatch Indian Village/Archaeological Park, Hands-On Prairie Experience, $49,999.00, Montgomery County, Audience: Pre-School-University (Elementary, Middle and High School and Undergraduate), #04G-068, contact: Andrew Sawyer, asawyer@sunwatch.org
Educates 720 K-12 students from school districts under Academic Watch or Academic Emergency, as well as 50 K-12 teachers and 25 undergraduate students, about the dynamics of a native prairie ecosystem and its value for wildlife, soil retention, and water purification.  Students will participate in Five-Senses tours, conduct vegetation surveys, and help restore the prairie by planting native species, removing exotic species, and harvesting seeds.  Five Rivers MetroParks and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Natural Areas and Preserves are collaborating.

Rural Action, New Landowner Forest Welcome Wagon Project:  Building on the Southeast Ohio Forest Congress, $49,961.00, Athens, Belmont, Carroll, Harrison, Hocking, Jackson, Meigs, Monroe, Perry and Washington Counties, Audience:  General Public, #04G-070, contact:  Colin Donohue, colind@ruralaction.org
Informs 2500 new forest owners in 10 Appalachian counties about sustainable forestry and environmental issues associated with forest ownership, including information about best management practices, invasive exotics, threatened and endangered species.  Provides in-depth field activities and peer-sharing of land management experiences for 30-50 participants.  Also supports programming on sustainable forestry for 300 landowners at the Appalachian Ohio Landowners Conferences in 2004 and 2005.  Utilizes an advisory working group of landowners, agency personnel and non-profit representatives.  OSU Extension is collaborating.    

Adams County/Ohio Valley Schools, Adams County Environmental Project, $44,861.00, Adams County, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), #04G-074, contact:  Donna Shepherd, coshepherd@ovsd.us
Provides a year-long series of local environmental investigations for students in the 5th, 7th, and 10th grades, utilizing GLOBE (Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment) monitoring techniques and GIS mapping.  Students will sample water quality and soils, identify plant and animal life, study flood and drought cycles, and participate in Conservation Field Days, the Area 5 Envirothon, and the Brush Creek Sweep.  Students will conduct their own inquiry investigations and make recommendations to the Adams Soil and Water Conservation District, which is collaborating.  

Ohio River Foundation, River Explorer Land Program, $31,480.00, Adams, Brown, Clermont and Hamilton Counties, Audience:  Pre-School-University (Middle School), #04G-075, contact:  Rich Cogen, rcogen@ohioriverfdn.org
Brings 600 middle school students to the banks of the Ohio River for field study of  freshwater mussels, fish species, plankton, river chemistry, river ecosystems, pollution, habitat protection and restoration, and the food web.  University of Cincinnati, Thomas More College, Newport Aquarium, Northern Kentucky University, and the Clermont and Hamilton County Parks Departments are collaborating.

For more information, contact:

Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education



P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH  43216-1049

(614) 644-2873

E-mail:  oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Web site:  www.epa.state.oh.us/oeef
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