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Ohio Environmental Education Fund



General Grants Awarded in State Fiscal Year 2003
During the Fall, 2002, and Spring 2003 grant rounds, the OEEF funded the following 20 projects, for a total of $849,738.00.
Warren Local Schools, EnvironLink: Classroom, Community and the Muskingum, $39,065, Washington County, Audience: Pre-K-University (Elementary, Middle and High School) and General Public, #03G-004: Contact: Craig Woods, wl_cwoods@seovec.org.

Teams of high school students will partner with Friends of the Muskingum and Community 20/20 to monitor water quality at 15 points along the Muskingum River, and explore the impacts of farming and local industries and their efforts to improve water quality.  Students will present the information to elementary students and the community through classroom presentations, field trips, a (Fun With Science( day of hands on activities open to the public, and a project Web site.  Community partners also include Eramet, Nova Chemical, Dupont, and Washington County Extension.

Dater Montessori School (Cincinnati Public Schools), ENCASE: Enjoying Nature Center as School Extension, $25,000, Hamilton County, Audience: Pre-K-University (Pre-school and Elementary), #03G-017.  Contact: Susan S. VonderHaar, vonderhaar.susan@EPA.gov.

Teaching staff and parent volunteers with appropriate expertise will develop a comprehensive three-year curriculum of theme-based inquiry and monthly activities and supplies to utilize a new nature center and outdoor classroom on the school grounds.  Programs will be developed and field-tested for ages 3-6, 6-9 and 9-12, reaching 600 students.  Collaborators include Hamilton County Extension, Keep Cincinnati Beautiful, Hamilton County D.O.E.S., and the Greater Cincinnati Civic Garden Center.    


University of Cincinnati, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Educating Ohioans in State-of-the-Art Applications of Genomics in Water Quality to Protect Against Bioterrorism, $49,970, Statewide, Audience: Regulated Community, #03G-018.  Contact: Daniel.Oerther@uc.edu.

Provides five regional workshops to educate water and wastewater treatment officials about the use of new technologies for monitoring the presence of nuisance and beneficial microbial populations and agents of bioterrorism in drinking and surface waters.  Provides hands-on field demonstrations and decision making tools to help water quality professionals address potential vulnerabilities.  

Youngstown State University, Center for Urban Studies, Mahoning River Education Project and Earth Force, $49,416, Mahoning and Trumbull Counties, Audience: Pre-K-University (Middle and High School) and General Public, #03G-020.  Contact: Jim Shanahan, jlshanahan@ysu.edu. 

Involves 4,000 students in grades 5-12 in stream monitoring, visits to water and waste water treatment plants, brownfield charettes, wildlife demonstrations and other expert classroom presentations, to help them understand sustainable redevelopment of the industrialized river and brownfield corridor, protection of the tributaries, and how the condition of the river affects local quality of life and economic vitality.  Students will help raise community awareness by producing public service announcements for radio and television, local billboards, and articles for local publications.  Includes in-service training for teachers in Project WET, Project WILD, and the Earth Force student-based civic action process.  Multiple collaborators include several YSU departments, the Mahoning River Consortium, local school districts, soil and water conservation districts, radio stations, public libraries, art institutes, Trumbull County Health Department, General Motors Lordstown, and North Star Steel.   

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, Greenways Environmental Education Initiative, $37,934, Franklin County, Audience: General Public, #03G-022.  Contact: Andrea Gorzitze, agorzitze@morpc.org.

Seeks to educate local officials and residents in the Alum, Big Walnut and Blacklick Creek watersheds about the benefits of riparian conservation and the relationship between land use and water quality.  Provides a video, Riverfest event, watershed tours, canoe floats, stream cleanups, and storm drain marking activities.  Video will also be made available to municipal officials, residents, developers and construction companies through two public forums.  Collaborators include a number of local watershed groups, the Northeast Area Commission, and the Building Industry Association.  

Ohio University-Chillicothe, Department of Geography, What(s Around Me and Why?  Application of the Scientific Method to Study One(s Environment, $50,000, Ross County, Audience: Pre-K-University (Elementary and Middle School), #03G-023.  Contact: Gary Haynes, haynes@ohiou.edu.

Provides (travelling trunks( for each school district in Ross County, to help approximately 2,200 students in grades 3-8 explore their local environment, watersheds, and land use patterns with G.I.S. maps, historic and contemporary aerial photographs, monitoring devices and accompanying curriculum.  Includes 40 hours of in-service training for 25 social studies and science teachers. Chillicothe City Schools, Ross County Soil and Water Conservation District, Ross County Litter Control and Recycling Program, and Ross-Pike Educational Service Center are collaborating. 

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation, Ohio Agricultural Environmental Assurance Program, $46,320, Statewide, Audience: Regulated Community, #03G-024.  Contact: Larry Antosch, lantosch@ofbf.org.

Provides six train-the-trainer workshops, curriculum, and 20 agricultural and horticultural producer workshops to help up to 400 Ohio farmers conduct an environmental self-audit and incorporate the results into the conservation plan for their operations, in an effort to reduce siltation and nutrient pollution of waterways. Program is modelled on a successful self-assessment program initiated by the Ohio Livestock Coalition.  Ohio Agricutural Environmetal Assurance Alliance members are collaborating.  

Ecological Design Innovation Center, Restoration Ecology and Innovations in Environmental Learning, $49,517, Lorain County, Audience: Pre-K-University (Middle, High School and University), #03G-026.  Contact: brad.masi@oberlin.edu.

Seeks to maximize the educational potential of a three-acre experimental wetland by developing ecological indicators on wetland functioning under differing conditions; establishing an inter-disciplinary faculty team to develop experimental treatments and applied research opportunities for Oberlin College students; working with local public school teachers to develop student activities on experimental design and restoration ecology; and working with the City of Oberlin to incorporate wetland restoration activities into stormwater retention and management.  Project includes real-time display of data on wetland conditions through a Web site.  USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service is also collaborating.  

Ohio Parks and Recreation Association, Maximizing Ecological and Community Benefits of Open Space Projects, $42,612, Nine Counties, Audience: General Public, #03G-031.  Contact: Elaine Marsh, ohgreenway@aol.com.

Assists local officials and organization leaders with responsibility for open space decision making, by providing resources to help them select, define and fund superior projects that maximize ecological and community benefits.  Designed to support implementation of the Clean Ohio Fund and the quality of local applications for open space preservation.  Offers a series of nine day-long workshops for 500 local stakeholders, with 150 participating in five mini-presentations.  Also creates a resource parcel on compact disk for an additional 1000 stakeholders, with information to be posted on the Internet.  Collaborators include the Ohio Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, Ohio League of Conservation Voters Education Fund, the Rivers Trails and Conservation Assistance program of the National Park Service, and the Ohio Public Works Commission.    

City of Kettering, Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Department, Land Lab Learning Center Project, $48,784, Montgomery County, Audience: Pre-K-University (Elementary), #03G-034.  Contact: shelia.russell@ketteringoh.org.

Develops curriculum and activity guides and supplies to utilize three city parks and a composting site as outdoor learning areas for nine elementary schools.  Program will be field-tested with 1,000 students, for eventual expansion to all 3,400 K-5 students.  Kindergarteners will focus on weather and seasons; first grade on animals( impact on each other and the environment; second grade on habitats and life cycles; third grade on human impacts on the environment; fourth grade on recycling; and fifth grade on pollution and ecology.  City of Kettering School District is collaborating. 

Harrison Soil and Water Conservation District, Solar Water Pumping System, $16,198, Belmont, Carroll, Guernsey, Harrison and Tuscarawas Counties, Audience: Regulated Community, #03G-037.  Contact: melissa-griffith@oh.nacd.org.

Demonstrates a solar-powered pump watering system to move water from a stream or pond to a nearby tank, as a method to prevent livestock from degrading streams and streambanks when they go to drink.  The system will be demonstrated at 3 field days, 4 fairs and 6 field trials reaching approximately 5000 people in the five-county area.  Several additional soil and water conservation districts are collaborating, along with OSU Extension, the US Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Stillwater Creek Interest Group and Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District.  

The Access Program (Lorain County Access to Higher Education Program, Inc.), Revising of the Land Management Curriculum for Summer Camp at Oberlin, $28,685, Lorain County, Audience: Middle School, #03G-040.  Contact: Carol A. Hoffmann, choffman@accessprogram.org. 
Builds on a previous OEEF grant for a summer camp curriculum on local water quality, to interest at-risk students in college education and environmental careers.  The new grant will make it possible to revise the current week-long camp curriculum on sustainable land management to include more challenging student activities on an experimental organic farm, enabling students to link land and water issues in the larger context of the Lake Erie watershed.  Students will identify at least three environmental careers and the education pathways required.  The Ecological Design Innovation Center, Knox County 4-H Camp, Lorain County Metroparks, and Oberlin College are collaborating.     

Ohio State University-Lima, Special Environmental Education Leads to Success, $36,615, Allen County, Audience: High School, #03G-043.  Contact: Lynn Sametz, sametz.l@osu.edu.

Builds on a previous OEEF grant where students participated in a mock city council debate on local environmental issues.  The new grant adapts and extends the mock city council program to students in the Allen County Severe Behavior Handicapped unit, and enables at-risk middle and high school students in Lima to participate in a mock city planning and decision-making exercise addressing real-world environmental issues such as energy use and natural resource conservation.  Community professionals will mentor the students, who will in turn serve as mentors for early elementary students.  Collaborators include Allen County Regional Planning and Big Brothers Big Sisters, and Lima City Schools.

Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments (TMACOG), (Give Water A Hand: You Can Make a Difference( Educational Brochure Campaign, $49,989, Lucas and Wood Counties, Audience: General Public, #03G-044.  Contact: Kurt Erichsen,  kurt@tmacog.org.

Educational campaign to increase citizen understanding of water quality and quantity problems in the Maumee River Area of Concern.  Provides 145,000 households with a series of six quarterly brochures on water conservation, lawn care, septic systems and illicit discharges, streambank stabilization and native plants, household hazardous waste disposal, and storm drains and ditches.  Messages will be reinforced with television, radio and print advertising.  Fifteen urban and two rural jurisdictions are collaborating with TMACOG and the Maumee Remedial Action Plan (RAP). 

American Nuclear Society, Ohio Section, Teacher Workshops on Nuclear Science, $44,000, 22 northeastern and northwestern Ohio counties, Audience: Middle and High School, #03G-048.  Contact: Paul Williams, pwa7230915@aol.com.

Provides 8 workshops for 200 Ohio teachers on the biological effects of radiation and nuclear technologies, including nuclear medicine and nuclear power.  Includes curriculum for hands-on classroom activities, and 200 Geiger Mueller detectors to be shared among the participating schools.  Collaborators include Kent State University, Ohio State University, and the Northern Ohio Health Physics Society.   


Central Ohio Clean Fuels Coalition, Clean Fuels Grades 6-12 Educational Program, $49,877, Coshocton, Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Knox, Licking, Madison, Pickaway and Union Counties, Audience: Middle and High School,  #03G-050.  Contact: Sam Spofforth,  sam@cocfc.org.
Collaboration with the Ohio Energy Project to provide three curricula on alternate fuels and efficiency in transportation, aligned with Ohio(s new academic content standards.  During the first year, the curriculum will be piloted in at least four middle and four high schools in Franklin and adjacent counties.  During the second year, the curriculum will be implemented in at least ten middle and ten high schools, reaching up to 780 total students.   

Lake County Engineer, Storm Water Education Outreach, $49,500, Lake County, Audience: General Public, #03G-052.  Contact: James R. Gillis,

jgills@lakecountyohio.org.

Campaign of radio, television and newspaper ads over a six-week period during the spring rainy season, to increase public awareness of Storm water pollution problems.  Campaign includes a newsletter, water flow model on display in public libraries, and two seminars on good housekeeping practices for maintenance personnel of storm sewer systems.  Collaborators include Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Lake County Health District, Lake Soil and Water Conservation District, Lakeland Community College, OSU Extension, and multiple local jurisdictions.   

Ohio Aggregates and Industrial Minerals Association, Environmental Compliance Outreach Program for the Aggregate and Industrial Minerals Industry, $40,020, statewide, Audience: Regulated Community, #03G-053.  Contact: Patrick A. Jacomet, patj@oaima.org.

Provides an updated compliance manual on CD-ROM and the World Wide Web, and 4 regional seminars on regulatory obligations for mining and quarrying operators.  Collaborators helping to write and peer review chapters include the OAIMA member companies, Ohio Alliance for the Environment, Ohio EPA division of Air Pollution Control, and Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Mineral Resources Management and Scenic Rivers Program.  

Lima City Schools, Liberty, Freedom and Unity Elementary Schools, Our Environment Changing Over Time, $46,274, Allen County, Audience: Elementary, #03G-054.  Contact Fran Mort, fmort@limacityschools.org.

Provides after-school enrichment programs for 100 3rd and 4th grade students at each of three elementary schools.  Programs include problem-based learning units on erosion(s impact on soil, water and animals; and transportation(s impact on the atmosphere, energy resources, and habitat.  The program also includes two field trips per school, and professional development opportunities for teachers to extend the program content into regular classrooms.  Builds on existing curriculum from Project WET, Project WILD, Full Option Science, and the Ohio EE 2000 Best Practices for Environmental Education Guidelines.  Collaborators include the Environmental Education Council of Ohio Region 3, Lima-Allen County Regional Planning Commission, Ottawa River Coalition and OSU-Lima.

West Clermont Local School District, School of Scientific Studies, Environmental Integration Project, $49,962, Clermont County, Audience: High School, #03G-056. Contact: Jon Souders, souders_j@hccanet.org.

Uses the environment as an integrating context (EIC) in English, social studies and science education for grades 9-12.  Students will study the connection between legislation, land use practices, and their impact on the environment.  Students will conduct four scientific investigations, of plant inventory and distribution; chemical and biotic indices of water quality; birds and their habitat; and turtles and telemetry.  Students( data will be entered into the Clermont County Office of Environmental Quality(s databases and GIS map overlays.  Project includes an annual Environmental Quality Summit for the students and local and state environmental experts.  Collaborators include the Cincinnati Nature Center, Clermont County Office of Environmental Quality, and University of Cincinnati.  
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For more information, contact:








Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education


P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH 43216-1049

Phone: 614/644-2873

Fax: 614/728-1275

Email: oeef@epa.state.oh.us
Web: www.epa.state.oh.us/other/oeef/
