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Solid Waste Management District

We all have a role to play in reducing the amount of waste sent to landfills. The
Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services' excellent YardWaste Recycles!
Program is an outstanding example to other communities of how their residents can
work toward total reduction and recycling of yard related waste.

The Governor'sAwards
for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Pollution Preven-
tion have been presented
snce1986. YardWaste
Recycles! Program,
Hamilton County De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Services, Solid Waste
Management Digtrict,
received oneof five
awardsgivenin 1995.
Governor George V.
Voinovich presented the
eighth annua awardson
February 7, 1995.

These awards recognize
outstanding commitment
toimprove Ohio's
environment through
pollution prevention.
Evaluation criteriafor the
awardsincluded: the
overall effort to reduce
waste at the source,
recycle or recover
meaterials, or conserve
energy; soundnessof
approach; cost effective-
ness, ability of the
program to serve asa
model for others; and
effectivenessin promot-
ing prevention asthe
preferred long-term
approach.

What is Pollution
Prevention?

Pollution preventionis
the use of source reduc-
tion techniquesto reduce
risk to public hedth,
safety, welfareand the
environment and, asa
second preference, the
useof environmentally
sound recyclingto
achievethesesamegoadls.
Pollution prevention
avoidscross-media
transfers of wastes and/or
pollutantsand ismulti-
mediain scope, address-
ing al wasteand environ-
mental releasesto theair,
water and land.

YardWaste
Recycles!
Program,
Hamilton County
Department of
Environmental
Services

TheHamilton County
Department of Environ-

mentd Services- Solid
Waste M anagement
Digtrict’s(SWMD) yard
wasterecycling program
set an ambitious goal of
100 percent recycling of
yard wastein Hamilton
County. The program
uses both educational
componentsand a
memorandum of under-
standing to make
Hamilton County’ sgrass
trimmingsand leavesa
resource, not awaste
destined for thelandfill.

Pollution
Prevention
Activities

In 1992, the SWMD
began devel opment of its
yardwasterecycling
programin preparation
for an upcoming state-
wide ban on yard waste
inOhiolandfills. Atthat
time, yard waste ac-
counted for approxi-
mately 19 percent of
residentia landfilled
wastein Hamilton
County. Thefirst phase
of the yard waste recy-

cling program, Just Mow
It, encouraged residents
not to bag their yard
waste, educating them
about the benefitsand
techniquesof mulching
grassclippings, and
informing them about the
upcoming ban. Just Mow
It included public work-
shops, brochures, post-
ers, handbooks, youth
programs, and other
activities.

At community work-
shops, representatives
fromlocal governments
throughout the county
were provided the tools
needed to develop yard
waste programsin their
owncommunities.
Individua sinthe county
were targeted through
activitiessuch as: the Just
Mow It Kick Off, aone-
day event featuring
education booths, mulch-
ingexhibitsand
composting demonstra-
tions; numerouspublic
workshops; and bill-
boards. The

department’ s mascot,
Spencer the Environmen-
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tal Basset Hound, was
placed on most published
materialsto bring recog-
nition to the program,
and was used asan
educationa tool with
children.

The SWMD established a
voluntary agreement
among theindustrial and
governmental entities
involved withyard waste
managementinHamilton
County. Theresult, a
memorandum of under-
sanding (MOU), isa
pledge of good faith
among BFl Waste
Systems, Rumpke Waste,
ELDA Recycling&
Disposa Facility, andthe
SWMD. TheMOU
states that waste haulers
will not accept source-
Separated yard waste,
andlandfill ownerswill
not accept yard waste at
ther facilities. Inex-
change, the SWMD
agreed to continue and
expand the Just Mow It
educationcampaign.

The MOU has served as
an effectiveban onyard
waste since December
1993. Based onther
areaof residence, county
resdentshaveavariety
of optionsavailable, such
asfree drop-off centers.
In response to the MOU,
the SWMD expanded the
Just Mow It campaign
into the YardWaste
Recycles! campaign.

YardWaste Recycles!
encompassesthe Just
Mow It campaignaong
with acomposting
program and extensive
informationonall yard
waste disposal options.

Looking Ahead

The Department of
Environmenta Services
aready hasbegunits
1995 YardWaste Re-
cycles! campaignwitha
multi-channel communi-
cationseffort. Televi-
sion, radio, newspaper
and billboardshavebeen
used to disseminate
information about the
variousyard waste
recycling opportunities
availabletoHamilton
County residents. Along
with paid advertising, the
campaign has attracted
significant mediaatten-
tionin the Cincinnati
Enquirer andlocal
television newsbroad-
casts. The department’s
Y ardWaste Hotline has
received many calsand
has served as animpor-
tant tool for literature
distribution. The cam-
paignwill continueinthe
fal withanintensive
home composting
educationcampaign.

The department dsois
establishingaBusiness
Assstance Program to
assistsmal businesses,
ingtitutions and other
organizationswith waste

reductionandrecycling.
A newly-hiredbusiness
specidistiscreatinga
Business Waste Reduc-
tionand Recycling
Handbook and is cur-
rently conducting waste
assessmentsfor asalect
group of companiesin
the county.

Other effortsinclude an
0zone education pro-
gram, expandedin-
school programs, and a
household hazardous
waste collection program
for thespring and fall.

For More
Information

ChrigtineHitchcock,
PublicAffars
Coordinator
YardWaste Recycles!
Hamilton County
Department of Envi-
ronmental Services
Solid Waste Manage-
ment District
1632 Central Parkway
Cincinnati, OH 45210
(513) 333-4720
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Officeof Pollution
Prevention

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH
43216-1049

(614) 644-3469

Thisisthetwenty-eighth in
a series of fact sheets Ohio
EPA hasprepared on
pollution prevention. For
mor e information, call the
Office of Pollution Preven-
tion at (614) 644-3469.

The Office of Pollution
Prevention was created
to encourage multi-
media pollution preven-
tion activities within the
state of Ohio, including
sour ce reduction and
environmentally sound
recycling practices. The
office analyzes, develops
and publicizesinforma-
tion and datarelated to
pollution prevention.
Additionally, the office
increases awar eness of
pollution prevention
opportunitiesthrough
education, outreach and
technical assistance
programs directed
toward business,
government and the
public.




