
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 3.45 
Stream Segment Location:   At Fieldstone Circle 
QHEI Score: 46.5       HHEI Score: 77 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Mills Creek is located upstream (southeast) of Fieldstone Circle. The 5-
10’ wide, 5-15 cm deep portion of the creek has a cobble-boulder dominated substrate 
with lesser amounts of gravel and sand.  A 5-10’ wide vegetated buffer separates the 
creek from the adjacent residential development.  Dominant species include multiflora 
rose, silky dogwood, American elm, Norway maple, staghorn sumac, green ash, tartarian 
honeysuckle, red oak and black cherry.  Minnows were seen in the pools.  No restoration 
potential was noted in this established neighborhood. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 3.45 – Mills Creek at Fieldstone Court, facing upstream of bridge 
 
 



 
 

2) Mills Creek 3.45 – Mills Creek at Fieldstone Court, facing downstream of bridge 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 3.79 
Stream Segment Location:   At Barton Road 
QHEI Score: NA       HHEI Score: NA 
 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Mills Creek is located downstream (southwest) of Barton Road.  The 
creek was less than five feet wide, carries little water, is straight with riprap in the 
channel and surrounded by residential development. 
 
 
PHOTOS: 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 3.79 – Mills Creek at Barton Road, facing downstream from road. 
 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 3.95 
Stream Segment Location:   At Bradley Road 
QHEI Score: NA       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Mills Creek is located downstream (west) of Bradley Road.  The channel 
was dry, less than 5’ wide and has a narrow wooded buffer dominated by green ash, pin 
oak, and red maple. 
 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 3.95 – Facing west off of Bradley Road 



SUBJECT: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District - Survey of French Creek 
Final Report - July 2004 

 

FRENCH DITCH NOTES 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Ditch 0.0 
Stream Segment Location:   Mouth of Ditch (French Creek RM 12.85) 
QHEI Score: 50.75       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Ditch is located near the convergence with French Creek 
upstream.  The gravel and bedrock dominated substrate also contains sand, cobbles, and 
silt.  The 10’ wide, 5-10 cm deep channel is straight.  Frogs and minnows were noted, 
along with some algae.  The west bank has a wide (>100’) forested buffer with species 
including silver maple, boxelder, multiflora rose, red maple, black cherry, and staghorn 
sumac.  The east bank has a 50’+/- wide herbaceous buffer dominated by Canada 
goldenrod, reed canary grass, blue grass, boxelder, and thistle.  Beyond the sample area 
there is no buffer on the east bank (residential lawn). 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Ditch 0.0 – Facing upstream at the mouth of French Ditch 
 



 
 

2) French Ditch 0.0 – Facing downstream from the end of sample area 
 

 
 

3) French Ditch 0.0 – Facing upstream from the end of sample area 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Ditch 0.5 
Stream Segment Location:  At Bainbridge Road 
QHEI Score: 40.34       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
This stretch of French Ditch is located upstream (south) of Bainbridge Road.  The gravel 
and sand dominated substrate contains lesser amounts of cobbles, boulders, and silt. The 
6-10’ wide, 12 cm deep channel contained minnows.  Water milfoil was noted in the 
channel near the bridge.  The east bank has a buffer of Norway spruce along a residential 
lot.  The west bank has a wooded buffer dominated by silver maple and boxelder between 
the creek and adjacent residential lot. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Ditch 0.5 – Facing upstream from bridge at Bainbridge road 



 

 
 

2) French Ditch 0.5 – Facing downstream from bridge at Bainbridge road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Ditch 1.3 
Stream Segment Location:    At Chestnut Ridge Road 
QHEI Score: 32.5       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
This stretch of French Ditch is located upstream (south) of Chestnut Ridge Road along 
the east side of Root Road.  The west bank consists of a 50’+/- herbaceous buffer 
between the creek and Root Road.  The east bank is adjacent to a detention pond for the 
residential development on the south side of Chestnut Ridge Road.  The 10-12’ wide, 12-
25 cm deep channel contained long- leaf pondweed and patches of algae.  The gravel and 
sand dominated substrate also contained silt.  The buffer areas contained boxelder, 
Canada goldenrod, field bindweed, Canada thistle, redtop grass, bluegrass, silky 
dogwood, raspberry and Queen Anne’s lace.  Minnows were noted.  A culvert discharges 
water from the detention pond to the east. 
 
PHOTOS: 

 
 

2) French Ditch 1.3 – Facing upstream from Chestnut Ridge Road towards Root 
Road 



 
 

 
 

2) French Ditch 1.3 – Facing downstream from end of sample area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Ditch 1.93 
Stream Segment Location:   At Lorain Road 
QHEI Score: 57.25       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Ditch is located upstream (south) of Lorain Road.  The 7-12’ 
wide, 25 cm deep channel has a sand-dominated substrate with lesser amounts of gravel, 
silt and cobbles.  The wide (25- >100’) vegetated buffers are dominated by silver maple, 
Canada goldenrod, riverbank grape, spotted touch-me-not, American elm, green ash, 
tartarian honeysuckle, black walnut, black nightshade, eastern cottonwood, multiflora 
rose and common apple.  Minnows and tadpoles were noted.  Downstream, two culverts 
have created plunge pools over 1 meter deep.  A strong odor of petroleum was noted 
along the entire stretch, but was strongest at the culvert discharges. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Ditch 1.93 – Facing upstream from bridge at Lorain Road 
 



 
 

2) French Ditch 1.93 – Facing downstream from end of sample 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







SUBJECT: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District - Survey of French Creek 
Final Report - July 2004 

 

NAGLE DITCH NOTES 
 

 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Nagle Ditch 0.37 
Stream Segment Location:   At Boulder Drive 
QHEI Score: 32.5       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Nagle Ditch is located upstream (south) of Boulder Drive and is 
artificially deep from the damming effect of the box culvert under Boulder Drive which 
was installed much higher than the natural creek bottom.  The 15-25’ wide, 25-50 cm 
deep “pool” has a substrate of silt, sand, muck, gravel, cobbles and boulders.  The 6-8’ 
high banks that act as a buffer to the adjacent residential development contain boxelder, 
stinging nettle, silver maple, black walnut, choke cherry, green ash and multiflora rose.  
Minnows were noted.  A rust-colored contamination was observed entering the creek 
from the west through a 12” PVC pipe. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Nagle Ditch 0.37 – Facing upstream from bridge at Boulder Drive 



 
 

2) Nagle Ditch 0.37 – Discharge pipe entering ditch from the west 
 

 
 

3) Nagle Ditch 0.37 – Facing downstream from end of sample 



 
 

4) Nagle Ditch 0.37 – Bridge culvert under Boulder Drive 
 
 

 
 

5) Nagle Ditch 0.37 – Facing downstream from bridge at Boulder Drive 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Nagle Ditch 0.65  
Stream Segment Location:   At Lear-Nagle Road 
QHEI Score: 32.5       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  12 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Nagle Ditch is located upstream (east) of Lear-Nagle Road.  No data was 
collected in the dry streambed that appeared to be dominated by cobbles, boulders, gravel 
and sand.  Green ash, staghorn sumac, silky dogwood and gray-stemmed dogwood was 
noted on the banks. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Nagle Ditch 0.65 – Facing upstream from bridge at Lear-Nagle Road 
 




