
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Schwartz Ditch 1.25 
Stream Segment Location:    At Williams Street 
QHEI Score: NA       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  10 SEP 2002 
 
This stretch of Schwartz Ditch is located crossing Williams Court, a one- lane paved road.  
No data was taken due to a lack of access.  A 10-15’ wide buffer of green ash, American 
elm, gray-stemmed dogwood and pin oak located on each bank separates the ditch from 
nearby residential development. 
 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Schwartz Ditch 1.25 – Facing upstream from bridge 
 
 
 



 
 

2) Schwartz Ditch 1.25 – Facing downstream from bridge 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Schwartz Ditch 2.12 
Stream Segment Location:   At Bradley/Hillard Roads (Cuyahoga County) 
QHEI Score: NA       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  10 SEP 2002 
 
This stretch of Schwartz Ditch is located crossing Bradley and Hillard Roads in the town 
of Westlake, Cuyahoga County.  Long sections of the ditch flow through culverts, 
including a stretch from the west side of Bradley to the east side of Hillard.  The stream 
appears to enter a fenced detention pond on the east side of Hillard, surrounded by 
residential development. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Schwartz Ditch 2.12 – Facing downstream from Bradley Road 
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MILLS CREEK NOTES 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 0.22 
Stream Segment Location:   At Jaycox Road 
QHEI Score: 31.5       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:   
 
This stretch of Mills Creek is located downstream (east) of Jaycox Road.  Parts of the 
creek were dry with intermittent pools up to 15-cm. deep.  The pools contained minnows.  
Long- leaf pondweed was seen growing in portions of the creek bed.  Although the 
substrate was a mix of sand, silt, muck, cobbles, clay and gravel, a high concentration of 
cobbles was noted immediately upstream of the Jaycox Road bridge.  Crayfish and 
minnows were also noted in the pools in the 10’ wide creek.  The 5-6’ high banks 
provided a narrow (10’ wide) buffer to the adjacent residential lawns.  This herbaceous 
buffer is dominated by Canada goldenrod, Canada thistle, and teasel.  The channel has 
apparently been reshaped to accommodate residential development. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 0.22 – Facing downstream from Jaycox Road 
 



 
 

2) Mills Creek 0.22 – Facing upstream from Jaycox Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 0.75 
Stream Segment Location:   At St. Maron Blvd. 
QHEI Score: NA       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Mills Creek is located north and south of St. Maron Boulevard within the 
Red Tail Subdivision and Golf Club.  No data were taken at this location due to lack of 
access and severe modifications which made QHEI evaluation inapplicable.  This portion 
of Mills Creek has been recently severely altered through culverting, reshaping, rerouting 
and the development of several ponds within the creek.  Some herbaceous vegetation has 
re-established on the re-shaped topography.  A golf course is located on the west bank to 
the south of St. Maron. 
 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 0.75 – Mills Creek at Saint Maron Blvd pond/dam on east side of 
road 

 



 
 

 
 

2) Mills Creek 0.75 – Saint Maron Blvd detention basin on west side of road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 1.32 
Stream Segment Location:   At Nagle Road 
QHEI Score: 45.5       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Mills Creek is located upstream (east) of Nagel Road.  The 40-50’ wide 
herbaceous riparian buffer contained perennial ryegrass, Canada goldenrod, blue vervain, 
reed canary grass, spotted touch-me-not, and purple loosestrife.  The 9-12’ wide, 5-25 
cm. deep channel contained frogs, minnows, and crayfish.  Some algae was noted, 
indicating eutrophication.  The substrate was dominated by hardpan and gravel with 
lesser amounts of cobble, boulders, sand, and silt. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 1.32 – Facing upstream at Nagle Road 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2) Mills Creek 1.32 – Mills Creek at Nagle Road, downstream from end of site 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 1.55 
Stream Segment Location:    At Mills Road 
QHEI Score: 51.5       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This stretch of Mills Creek is located upstream (south) of Mills Road.  The 10-14’ wide, 
0-15 cm. deep channel had a gravel-dominated substrate with lesser amounts of sand, silt, 
boulders and cobbles.  The west bank has no riparian buffer (lawn) with a 10’+/- wide 
buffer on the east bank dominated by Canada goldenrod, multiflora rose, boxelder, green 
ash, red maple and black willow.  Minnows were noted along with minor amounts of 
algae.  A culvert discharges water from the residential area to the east approximately 300’ 
from Mills Road. 
 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 1.55 – Facing upstream at Mills Road 
 
 



 
 

2) Mills Creek 1.55 – Facing downstream at Mills Road 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 2.5 
Stream Segment Location:   At Mills Creek Lane (in sports park) 
QHEI Score: 52.75       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Mills Creek is located in Frontier Park, operated by the city of North 
Ridgeville.  The 13-20’ wide, 5-20 cm deep portion of creek has a substrate dominated by 
cobbles with lesser amounts of boulders, gravel, sand and silt.  The 10-15’ wide 
herbaceous buffer contains Canada goldenrod, reed canary grass, silky dogwood, purple 
loosestrife, blue vervain, eastern cottonwood, perennial ryegrass, cattails, peppermint and 
Queen Anne’s lace.  Minnows were noted in the pools.  A football field is located to the 
east of the creek with a parking lot to the west.  A footbridge connects the two.  Garbage 
was noted on either side of the bridge.  There is a potential for restoration at this site. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 2.5 – Creek at Mills Creek Lane (Football Park), upstream from end 



 
 

2) Mills Creek 2.5 – Creek at Mills Creek Lane (Football Park), downstream from end 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 2.7 
Stream Segment Location:   At Center Ridge Road 
QHEI Score: 63       HHEI Score: NA 
 
FIELD NOTES:   
 
This portion of Mills Creek is located upstream (south) of Center Ridge Road.  This 12-
17’ wide, 5-20 cm deep channel is dominated by a substrate of cobbles, boulders, gravel 
and sand.  Frogs, minnows, and crayfish were noted.  The 15’+/- wide buffer on each 
bank is forested and dominated by red maple, green ash, European buckthorn, tartarian 
honeysuckle, black walnut, boxelder, sugar maple, black cherry, and multiflora rose.  The 
developers of the adjacent condominiums did a fantastic job incorporating the creek 
while maintaining its natural course and functions. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 2.7 – Facing upstream from Center Ridge Road 
 
 



 
 

2) Mills Creek 2.7 – Facing downstream from Center Ridge Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Mills Creek 3.21 
Stream Segment Location:   At Woodland Drive 
QHEI Score: 41       HHEI Score: 65 
 
FIELD NOTES:  11 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of Mills Creek is located upstream (east) of Woodland Drive.  The 5-12’ 
wide, 0-15 cm deep channel has a substrate of gravel, bedrock, clay, cobbles, boulders, 
and silt.  Minnows, frogs, and crayfish were noted in the pools.  The narrow wooded 
buffer on each bank is dominated by sugar maple, black cherry, American basswood, 
green ash, tulip tree and English ivy. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Mills Creek 3.21 – Facing upstream of Woodland Drive 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2) Mills Creek 3.21 – Facing downstream of Woodland Drive 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












