
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Walker Ditch 2.2 
Stream Segment Location:   At French Creek Road 
QHEI Score: 23.5       HHEI Score: 61 
 
FIELD NOTES: 21 AUG 2002 
This section of Walker Ditch is located on the north side of French Creek Road to the 
west of I-90.  The ditch is maintained and of poor quality.  It flows via culvert under I-90 
and just westward before continuing to the north.  The channel is overgrown with cattails 
and purple loosestrife.  The west bank is dominated by a shrub community with green ash 
saplings, along with silky and gray-stemmed dogwood.  The east bank has an old-field 
community dominated by Canada goldenrod, and teasel.  The stream depth was 25 cm 
and the width was 20’.  Industrial development is located on the west side of the ditch 
approximately 400’ from French Creek Road.  There is a potential for restoration 
although the close proximity to I-90 and industrial development may make restoration 
impractical.   
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Walker Ditch 2.2 – Facing downstream from overpass 











U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Walker Ditch 3.3 
Stream Segment Location:   At Reserve Way 
QHEI Score: 31.5       HHEI Score: 52 
 
FIELD NOTES: 
 
This portion of Walker Ditch is located in a residential subdivision (Reserve Way).  A 
shrub/forested buffer 10-15’ wide separates the ditch from the adjoining residential 
lawns.  Dominant species in the buffer include: staghorn sumac, gray-stemmed dogwood, 
swamp white oak, boxelder, and riverbank grape. The channel is mostly un-vegetated, 
although spotted touch-me-not, cattails and rice cutgrass were noted.  The substrate is 
mostly hardpan with some silt.  Water depth was generally 5-10 cm deep with slow flow.  
No restoration opportunities were noted. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Walker Ditch 3.3 – Facing North from Reserve Way 











U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Walker Ditch 3.45 
Stream Segment Location:   End – at Reserve Way by Pond 
QHEI Score: 29.5       HHEI Score: 73 
 
FIELD NOTES:  22 AUG 2002 
 
This site is located on the west side of Reserve Way, a residential subdivision.  It 
encompasses the headwaters of Walker Ditch.  The creek is 10’ wide, 25 cm. deep with 
very little flow.  A tree line (American elm, green ash, crab apple, black cherry) buffers 
the north bank (20’ wide) from the maintained lawns.  The south bank is maintained lawn 
between the ditch and an adjacent retention pond.  The sediment is dominated by silt and 
sand with obvious signs of pollution (oily film).  Portions of the channel contain cattails.  
The ditch appears to be intermittently maintained.  Input from storm sewers and outflow 
from the pond provide hydrological inputs.  The ditch has been piped to the west.  No 
opportunities for restoration were noted. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Walker Ditch 3.45 – Retention Pond and Walker Ditch west  



 
 

2) Walker Ditch 3.45 – Retention Pond and Walker Ditch west 
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KLINE DITCH NOTES 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Kline Ditch 0.0 
Stream Segment Location:   Mouth of Ditch (French Creek RM 3.9) 
QHEI Score: 65       HHEI Score: 58 
 
FIELD NOTES:  21 AUG 2002 
 
Kline Ditch enters French Creek from the south to the south of Colorado Ave.  The 
stretch is straight, 4-5’ wide and flows over a hardpan substrate, with boulders, cobbles, 
gravel and sand at the immediate surface.  The deepest point is 21 cm, with 10’ high 
banks on both sides.  The west bank is a shrub/field (power line right-of-way) dominated 
by gray-stemmed dogwood, multiflora rose, ragweed, goldenrod and field bindweed.  
The east bank is a 50’ wide shrub/sapling area dominated by orchard grass, pussy willow, 
reed canary grass, tartarian honeysuckle, multiflora rose, quaking aspen and silky 
dogwood.  There is a good mix of riffles and pools.  Restoration potential exists. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Kline Ditch 0.0 – Mouth of ditch facing upstream  



 
 

2) Kline Ditch 0.0 – Facing downstream, 150’ from mouth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Kline Ditch 0.85 
Stream Segment Location:   At Greenfield Drive 
QHEI Score: NA       HHEI Score: 46 
 
FIELD NOTES: 
 
This portion of Kline Ditch is located south of Greenfield Drive, a stub road in a 
residential subdivision.  The 6-8’ wide ditch has been channelized and dredged, 
apparently at the time of the subdivision construction.  The ditch crosses I-90 
approximately 600-800 feet to the north.  The east bank has no buffer with maintained 
lawns to the homes.  The west bank has a 15-20’ wide tree line with red oak, black 
cherry, and apple trees.  A soybean field is located beyond the tree line.  The channel is 
vegetated, mostly by rice cutgrass, with smaller amounts of spotted touch-me-not, purple 
loosestrife, and duck potato.  Maximum depth was 8 cm. and the substrate is dominated 
by silt and muck, with some detritus.  The opportunity for restoration includes tree 
plantings and buffer formation along the east bank.  However, it is unlikely that this is 
realistic due to the many landowners and fact that residents would have to sacrifice lawn 
area. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Kline Ditch 0.85 – Facing south from Greenfield Drive 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  Kline Ditch 1.22 
Stream Segment Location:   At French Creek Road 
QHEI Score: 32.75       HHEI Score: 50 
 
FIELD NOTES:  22 AUG 2002 
 
This portion of Kline Ditch is located on the south side of French Creek Road.  Each 
bank has a wooded/shrub buffer dominated by American elm, staghorn sumac, reed 
canary grass, multiflora rose, black cherry, spotted touch-me-nots, northern arrowwood, 
silky dogwood, gray-stemmed dogwood and red oak.  The channel is generally un-
vegetated (8-10’), but a few patches of rice cutgrass exist.  The substrate is dominated by 
silt and hardpan clay.  Old-field is the dominant habitat beyond the woody buffer.  Many 
frogs were seen in the ditch.  No restoration opportunities were noted, although a series 
of agricultural ditches empty into the ditch, which is a source of siltation and 
pesticide/eutrophication input. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) Kline Ditch 1.22 - Facing upstream from French Creek Road 
 



 
 

2) Kline Ditch 1.22 – Facing downstream from French Creek Road (150’ from photo 1)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












