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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile: French Creek 0.1 
Stream Segment Location:   Near mouth of creek (at Black River) 
QHEI Score:    49.25 
 
FIELD NOTES: 19 AUG 2002 
 
Creek is generally low gradient in wide portion near outlet to Black River. Stretch 
between bridge and wide portion is slow moving.  However, deep pools (chest deep) 
occur.  Portion near mouth is fairly uniform (80’ wide) and chest to waist deep.  
Commercial and residential property is within 100 m. of channel on north side, although 
a 200 +’ forested buffer is adjacent.  There is a steep 50+/- ‘ embankment on north side.  
There is a wider buffer of riparian forest on south side.  Dominant species are black 
walnut, green ash, boxelder and some black willow, cottonwood, and other species, 
including sycamore.  Sources of contaminants are fairly minor, but a tile pipe was noted 
discharging on the south side of creek; two ditches discharge from the north; several cars 
and car parts are within and adjacent to the north side of the creek, apparently thrown 
over the embankment to the north.  Also, there may be backflow from the Black River.  
An intermittent tributary enters the creek from the south. 
 
PHOTOS:   

 
1) French Creek 0.1- facing SW (downstream) towards Black River 

 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile: French Creek 0.38 
Stream Segment Location:  At mouth of “Quarry” Ditch 
QHEI Score:    70 
 
FIELD NOTES:  20 AUG 2002 
 
This site is located downstream (west) of the East River Road bridge near the mouth of 
“Quarry” Ditch.  The south bank has a narrow (50’) forested buffer with an old field 
beyond.  The north bank has a wide (>100’) buffer dominated by upland forest and a 
riparian wetland later described as Wetland 2.  Deep pools (up to 125 cm.) were noted.  
There is a shale bedrock cut (40’ high) which forms the south bank.  Moderate erosion is 
occurring along this stretch of French Creek.  The trees in the riparian area are dominated 
by green ash, eastern cottonwood and boxelder. 
 
PHOTOS:   

 

 
 

2) French Creek 0.38 - Facing NE upstream from downstream end of sampling area 
point. 

 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 0.54 
Stream Segment Location:   At East River Road (mouth of Jungbluth Ditch) 
QHEI Score:    69.5 
 
FIELD NOTES: 20 AUG 2002 
 
This stretch of French Creek is located immediately upstream (east) of the East River 
Road bridge. Red Cardinal flower (protected) was noted in three locations along this 
stretch of creek, including in an overflow channel located along the south side of the 
creek.  The wide forested buffer zone is dominated by green ash, eastern cottonwood, 
boxelder, sycamore, and sugar maple.  Some emergent vegetation is located on the 
fringes of the creek channel and gravel bars within.  (rice cutgrass, jewel weed and reed 
canary grass).   
 
PHOTOS: 
 
No photo’s available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 1.4 
Stream Segment Location:  At French Creek Reservation Bridge  
QHEI Score:    74 
 
FIELD NOTES: 20 AUG 2002 
 
This stretch of French Creek is located upstream of the footbridge for the hiking trail in 
the French Creek Reservation Park.  Invertebrates and crayfish were noted.  The substrate 
is dominated by bedrock, with 10% boulders and cobbles, 5% silt and sand, respectively.  
The generally wide riparian area is dominated by upland forested species including sugar 
maple, American basswood, eastern cottonwood, sycamore, black cherry, red oak and 
American beech.  Reed canary grass was noted intermittently along the channel fringe.  
The channel is sinuous and is a good mix of pool/riffle/glide, ranging in width from 35’ 
to 90’. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 1.4 – Facing upstream from the park footbridge 



  
 

2) French Creek 1.4 – Facing downstream from the park footbridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 3.2 
Stream Segment Location:  At Abbe Road 
QHEI Score:    69.5 
 
FIELD NOTES: 21 AUG 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located on the east side of Abbe Road.  The creek has a 
low sinuosity with a mix of riffles and pools.  The channel width ranges from 25-40’ with 
a maximum pool depth of 75 cm.  The substrate is dominated by boulders, cobbles, sand 
and gravel.  Lesser amounts of silt are also present.  The riparian forest bordering each 
bank ranges from 20’ to greater than 100’ and is dominated by green ash, red oak, 
American elm, mulberry, black walnut and black willow.  Small amounts of emergent 
vegetation (i.e. duck potato, jewel weed) are located on gravel bars within the creek.  The 
banks are generally 5-10’ high.  Crayfish and frogs were noted in the stream.  Some 
household garbage was noted on the north bank (appliances, etc.). 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 3.2 – Facing upstream (east) of Abbe Road 



 
 

2) French Creek 3.2 – Facing downstream from Abbe Road 
 

 
 

3) French Creek 3.2 – Debris on bank 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 4.0 
Stream Segment Location:   At mouth of Avins Ditch 
QHEI Score:    64.5 
 
FIELD NOTES: 21 AUG 2002 
 
This section of French Creek is located south of Colorado Road at the confluence of 
Avins Ditch.   The riparian area is narrow, with residential and commercial development 
on the north (south side of Colorado Ave.), and a cell tower and utility lines to the south.  
Spoils were located on the south bank, indicating that the creek had apparently been 
dredged at one time.  The narrow wooded buffer on portions of the north bank are 
dominated by willow, eastern cottonwood and boxelder.  The south bank can best be 
described as shrub/scrub/disturbed with dominant species including:  Japanese knotweed 
(Exotic), gray-stemmed dogwood, field bindweed, multiflora rose and raspberry bushes.  
The substrate in the creek is dominated by gravel, sand, boulders, cobbles and silt.  Many 
fish were noted in this section with macro invertebrates, including crayfish.  Potential for 
restoration includes tree plantings along the banks. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 4.0 – Facing downstream from the south. 



 
 

2) French Creek 4.0 – Facing upstream from end of sample 
 

 
 

3) French Creek 4.0 – Facing upstream (out of sample area) 







U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUFFALO DISTRICT 
FRENCH CREEK WATERSHED SURVEY 

 
FIELD NOTES AND PHOTOS 

 
Stream Name and River Mile:  French Creek 4.5 
Stream Segment Location:   At I-90 crossing 
QHEI Score:    43.5 
 
FIELD NOTES: 09 SEP 2002 
 
This portion of French Creek is located to the southeast of I-90 near the Colorado Avenue 
interchange.  The creek has very little sinuosity and has a substrate dominated by gravel 
and silt, with some boulders, cobbles, and sand.  The riparian buffer above the 10-12’ 
banks ranges in width from 50-150’ with old fields beyond the forested riparian area.  
Dominant species adjacent to the creek include boxelder, eastern cottonwood, black 
willow and gray-stemmed dogwood.  Intermittent narrow herbaceous fringes are 
dominated by blue vervain and reed canary grass.  Some areas of the streambed were dry 
during the investigation with water levels generally 10-50 cm.  The SW corner of I-90 
and Colorado Ave. is currently under heavy excavation/fill.  The lack of silt fencing 
poses a high erosion potential and siltation of the creek.  In addition, various ATV trails 
cross the creek as well as evidence of pickup trucks being driven down the creek bed 
itself.  Minnows and macro invertebrates were noted. 
 
PHOTOS: 
 

 
 

1) French Creek 4.5 – Facing upstream from SW of I-90 



 
 

2) French Creek 4.5 – Facing downstream towards I-90 
 

 
 

3) French Creek 4.5 – Facing downstream (end of sample). 
 
 
 



 
 

4) French Creek 4.5 – ATV trails on south side of creek 
 

 
 

5) French Creek 4.5 – Vehicle tracks in creek bed 
 
 
 
 



 
 

6) French Creek 4.5 - Construction on north bank 
 

 
 

7) French Creek 4.5 - Construction on north bank adjacent to I-90 access road 








