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Federal storm water regulations identify many industrial facilities as subject to National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) industrial storm water permitting.  In addition, Ohio EPA’s Small MS4 general permit (OHQ000002) 
requires that MS4s develop/implement industrial Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans (SWP3) for certain industrial 
facilities they operate which are not subject to industrial storm water permitting.  The following flow chart provides 
guidance for MS4 operators on industrial and MS4 permitting requirements for industrial facilities they may operate.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Exposure is defined as all industrial materials and activities are protected by a storm resistant shelter to prevent 
exposure to rain, snow, snowmelt, and/or runoff.  MS4s which operate a facility listed in either scenario above should 
evaluate No Exposure before applying for permit coverage or developing a SWP3 for the facility.  Additional information 
about industrial storm water permitting and No Exposure can be obtained from the following:  
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/industrial_index.aspx. 
 
Any questions about this document can be directed to Jason Fyffe at (614) 728-1793 or jason.fyffe@epa.state.oh.us.  

Landfill, Steam 
Electric Power 

Generating Facility, 
POTW1, Airport2 

Vehicle Maintenance 
Facility2, Bus 

Terminal2, 
Impoundment Lot2, 

Waste Transfer 
Station2, 

Composting Facility  

No industrial storm water 
permit required and/or not 

required to develop industrial 
SWP3 under the Small MS4 

general permit. 

1 Applicable if has a design flow ≥ 1 mgd or required to have an approved 
pretreatment program. 
 
2 Applicable if have vehicle maintenance shops, equipment cleaning 
operations or airport deicing operations.  SWP3 needs to address only the 
portions of the facility that are involved in vehicle maintenance (including 
vehicle rehabilitation, mechanical repairs, painting, fueling, and lubrication), 
equipment cleaning operations and airport deicing operations. 

 No  No 

Does MS4 operate a facility listed in 
either of the following? 

Can Facility 
Certify No 
Exposure? 

Can Facility 
Certify No 
Exposure? 

Yes Yes 

Complete and 
submit No 
Exposure 

Certification to 
Ohio EPA 

(Resubmit form 
every 5 years). 

Fill out No 
Exposure 

Certification 
and keep on file 

as long as 
condition 

exists. 

Yes 

Apply for 
Industrial 

Storm Water 
Permitting 

 
 

Develop and 
Implement 
SWP3 as 

Required by 
Small MS4 

General Permit 

 No  No Yes 


