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1. Coverage under this Permit. 

1.1 Eligibility. 

 

1.1.1 Facilities Covered. 

 

 To be eligible to discharge under this permit, you shall (1) have a storm water discharge 

associated with industrial activity from your primary industrial activity, as defined in Appendix A, 

provided your primary industrial activity is included in Appendix D, or (2) be notified by Ohio EPA that 

you are eligible for coverage under Sector AD of this permit.  

 

1.1.2 Allowable Storm Water Discharges.   

 

 Unless otherwise made ineligible under Part 1.1.4, the following discharges are eligible for 

coverage under this permit: 

 

1.1.2.1 Storm water discharges associated with industrial activity for any primary industrial activities 

and co-located industrial activities, as defined in Appendix A;  

 

1.1.2.2 Discharges designated by Ohio EPA as needing a storm water permit as provided in Sector AD;  

 

1.1.2.3 Discharges that are not otherwise required to obtain NPDES permit authorization but are 

commingled with discharges that are authorized under this permit; 

 

1.1.2.4 Discharges subject to any of the national storm water-specific effluent limitations guidelines 

listed in Table 1-1; and 

 

Table 1-1.  Storm Water-Specific Effluent Limitations Guidelines 

 

Regulated Discharge 

40 CFR 

Section  

MSGP 

Sector 

New Source 

Performance 

Standard (NSPS) 

New 

Source 

Date 

Discharges resulting from spray down or 

intentional wetting of logs at wet deck 

storage areas 

Part 429, 

Subpart I 

A Yes 1/26/81 

Runoff from asphalt emulsion facilities Part 443, 

Subpart A 

D Yes 7/28/75 

Runoff from material storage piles at 

cement manufacturing facilities 

Part 411, 

Subpart C 

E Yes 2/20/74 

 

 

Mine dewatering discharges at crushed 

stone, construction sand and gravel, or 

industrial sand mining facilities 

Part 436, 

Subparts B, 

C, and D 

J No N/A 

Runoff from coal storage piles at steam 

electric generating facilities 

Part 423 O Yes 11/19/82 

(10/8/74)a 
 

1.1.2.5 (Reserved) 
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1.1.3  Allowable Non-Storm Water Discharges.  

 

 The following are the non-storm water discharges authorized under this permit, provided the non-

storm water component of your discharge is in compliance with Part 2.1.2.10:  

 

 Discharges from fire-fighting activities (not planned exercises); 

 Fire hydrant flushings; 

 Potable water, including water line flushings; 

 Uncontaminated condensate from air conditioners, coolers, and other compressors and 

from the outside storage of refrigerated gases or liquids; 

 Irrigation drainage; 

 Landscape watering provided all pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizer have been applied 

in accordance with the approved labeling; 

 Pavement wash waters where no detergents are used and no spills or leaks of toxic or 

hazardous materials have occurred (unless all spilled material has been removed); 

 Routine external building washdown that does not use detergents; 

 Uncontaminated ground water or spring water; 

 Foundation or footing drains where flows are not contaminated with process materials; 

and 

 Incidental windblown mist from cooling towers that collects on rooftops or adjacent 

portions of your facility, but not intentional discharges from the cooling tower (e.g., 

“piped” cooling tower blowdown or drains).  

 

1.1.4 Limitations on Coverage. 

 

1.1.4.1 Discharges Mixed with Non-Storm Water.  Storm water discharges that are mixed with non-

storm water, other than those non-storm water discharges listed in Part 1.1.3, are not eligible for 

coverage under this permit. 

 

1.1.4.2 Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activity.  Storm water discharges 

associated with construction activity disturbing one acre or more are not eligible for coverage 

under this permit, unless in conjunction with mining activities or certain oil and gas extraction 

activities as specified in Sectors I and J of this permit.     

 

1.1.4.3 Discharges Currently or Previously Covered by Another Permit.  Unless you received written 

notification from Ohio EPA specifically allowing these discharges to be covered under this permit, 

you are not eligible for coverage under this permit for any of the following: 

 

 Storm water discharges associated with industrial activity that are currently covered 

under an individual NPDES permit or an alternative NPDES general permit; 

 Discharges covered within five years prior to the effective date of this permit by an 

individual permit or alternative general permit where that permit established site-specific 

numeric water quality-based limitations developed for the storm water component of the 

discharge; or  

 Discharges from facilities where any NPDES permit has been or is in the process of 

being denied, terminated, or revoked by Ohio EPA (this does not apply to the routine 

reissuance of permits every five years).  
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1.1.4.4 Storm Water Discharges Subject to Effluent Limitations Guidelines.  For discharges subject to 

storm water effluent limitation guidelines under 40 CFR, Subchapter N, only those storm water 

discharges identified in Table 1-1 are eligible for coverage under this permit.  

 

1.1.4.5  (Reserved)   

 

1.1.4.6  (Reserved)  

 

1.1.4.7  (Reserved) 

 

1.1.4.8 New Discharges to Waters for Antidegradation Purposes.  Unless you were authorized to 

discharge storm water by an NPDES industrial storm water general permit prior to February 11, 

1996, you are not eligible for coverage under this permit for discharges to outstanding state 

waters, superior high quality waters or outstanding national resource waters, other than Lake Erie, 

as defined by and identified in rule 3745-1-05 of the Ohio Administrative Code, or direct 

tributaries to these waters within one mile of these waters; 

1.2 Permit Compliance. 

  

Any noncompliance with any of the requirements of this permit constitutes a violation of the 

Clean Water Act.  As detailed in Part 3 (Corrective Actions) of this permit, failure to take any required 

corrective actions constitute an independent, additional violation of this permit and the Clean Water Act.  

As such, any actions and time periods specified for remedying noncompliance do not absolve parties of 

the initial underlying noncompliance.  However, where corrective action is triggered by an event that does 

not itself constitute permit noncompliance, such as an exceedance of an applicable benchmark, there is no 

permit violation provided you take the required corrective action within the relevant deadlines established 

in Part 3.3.  

1.3 Authorization under this Permit. 

 

1.3.1 How to Obtain Authorization. 

 

To obtain authorization under this permit, you shall: 

 

 Meet the Part 1.1 eligibility requirements;  

 Select, design, install, and implement control measures in accordance with Part 2.1 to 

meet the control measures/best management practices (BMPs) in Part 2.1.2 and the 

numeric effluent limits in Part 2.1.3; 

 Develop a SWPPP according to the requirements in Part 5 of this permit; and 

 Submit a complete and accurate Notice of Intent (NOI) application using a paper form 

and then submitting that paper form to the address listed in Part 7.6.1. 

  

  Ohio EPA will post on the Internet, at www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/permits/gplist.aspx all approved 

NOIs.  Late NOIs will be accepted but authorization to discharge will not be retroactive. 

 

http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/permits/gplist.aspx
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Table 1-2.  NOI Submittal Deadlines/Discharge Authorization Dates 

Category NOI Submission Deadline
 
 Discharge Authorization Date

 1
 

Existing Dischargers Within 90 days after 

permittee receives notice 

from Ohio EPA on the 

issuance of this permit 

When the Ohio EPA Director authorizes 

coverage under this permit 

 

New Dischargers or New Sources  180 days prior to the 

planned commencement of 

storm water discharge2  

When the Ohio EPA Director authorizes 

coverage under this permit 

 

 
1 Based on a review of your NOI or other information, Ohio EPA may delay your authorization for further 

review, notify you that additional effluent limitations are necessary, or may deny coverage under this 

permit and require submission of an application for an individual NPDES permit, as detailed in Part 1.6.  

In these instances, Ohio EPA will notify you in writing of the delay, of the need for additional effluent 

limits, or of the request for submission of an individual NPDES permit application.  
2 An NOI may be submitted less than 180 days prior to commencement of discharge upon showing of 

good cause. 

 

1.3.2 Continuation of this Permit. 

 

 If this permit is not reissued or replaced prior to the expiration date, it will be administratively 

continued in accordance with 40 CFR 122.6 and remain in force and effect.  If you were authorized to 

discharge under this permit prior to the expiration date, any discharges authorized under this permit will 

automatically remain covered by this permit until the earliest of:  

 Your authorization for coverage under a reissued permit or a replacement of this permit 

following your timely and appropriate submittal of a complete NOI requesting 

authorization to discharge under the new permit and compliance with the requirements of 

the new permit; or 

 Your submittal of a Notice of Termination; or 

 Issuance or denial of an individual permit for the facility‟s discharges; or 

 A formal permit decision by Ohio EPA not to reissue this general permit, at which time 

Ohio EPA will identify a reasonable time period for covered dischargers to seek coverage 

under an alternative general permit or an individual permit.  Coverage under this permit 

will cease at the end of this time period.  

 

1.4 Terminating Coverage. 

 

1.4.1 Submitting a Notice of Termination. 

 

 To terminate permit coverage, you shall submit a complete and accurate Notice of Termination 

form provided by Ohio EPA to the address listed in Part 7.6.1.  Your authorization to discharge under this 

permit terminates at midnight of the day that a complete Notice of Termination is processed.  If you 

submit a Notice of Termination without meeting one or more of the conditions identified in Part 1.4.2, 

then your Notice of Termination is not valid.  You are responsible for meeting the terms of this permit 

until your authorization is terminated.  
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1.4.2 When to Submit a Notice of Termination.  

 

 You shall submit a Notice of Termination within 30 days after one or more of the following 

conditions have been met: 

 

 A new owner or operator has taken over responsibility for the facility; or 

 You have ceased operations at the facility, there are not or no longer will be discharges of 

storm water associated with industrial activity from the facility, and you have already 

implemented necessary sediment and erosion controls as required by Part 2.1.2.5;  

 You are a Sector J facility and you have met the applicable termination requirements; or 

 You have obtained coverage under an individual or alternative general permit for all 

discharges required to be covered by an NPDES permit, unless Ohio EPA has required 

that you obtain such coverage under authority of Part 1.6.1, in which case coverage under 

this permit will terminate automatically. 

 

1.5 Conditional Exclusion for No Exposure.  

 

If you are covered by this permit, and become eligible for a no exposure exclusion from permitting under 

40 CFR 122.26(g), you may file a No Exposure Certification.  You are no longer required to have a 

permit upon submission of a complete and accurate no exposure certification to Ohio EPA.  If you are no 

longer required to have permit coverage because of a no exposure exclusion and have submitted a No 

Exposure Certification form to Ohio EPA, you are not required to submit a Notice of Termination.  You 

shall submit a No Exposure Certification to Ohio EPA once every five years.  To file your No Exposure 

Certification, complete the No Exposure Certification form found at 

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/portals/35/storm/no_exposure_certification_fis.pdf and mail it to the address 

listed in Part 7.6.1. 

 

1.6 Alternative Permits.  

 

1.6.1 Ohio EPA Requiring Coverage under an Alternative Permit. 

 

  Ohio EPA may require you to apply for and/or obtain authorization to discharge under either an 

individual NPDES permit or an alternative NPDES general permit in accordance with 40 CFR 122.64 and 

124.5. Any interested person may petition Ohio EPA to take action under this paragraph. If Ohio EPA 

requires you to apply for an individual NPDES permit, Ohio EPA will notify you in writing that a permit 

application is required. This notification will include a brief statement of the reasons for this decision and 

will provide application information.  In addition, if you are an existing discharger authorized to 

discharge under this permit, the notice will set a deadline to file the permit application, and will include a 

statement that on the effective date of the individual NPDES permit, or the alternative general permit as it 

applies to you, coverage under this general permit will terminate. Ohio EPA may grant additional time to 

submit the application if you request it.  If you are covered under this permit and fail to submit an 

individual NPDES permit application as required by Ohio EPA, then the applicability of this permit to 

you is terminated at the end of the day specified by Ohio EPA as the deadline for application submittal.  

Ohio EPA may take appropriate enforcement action for any unpermitted discharge. 

   

1.6.2  Permittee Requesting Coverage under an Alternative Permit. 

 

  You may request to be excluded from coverage under this general permit by applying for an 

individual permit.  In such a case, you shall submit an individual permit application in accordance with 

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/portals/35/storm/no_exposure_certification_fis.pdf
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the requirements of 40 CFR 122.26(c)(1)(ii), with reasons supporting the request, to Ohio EPA at the 

applicable Ohio EPA District Office listed in Part 7.6.2 of this permit.  The request may be granted by 

issuance of an individual permit or authorization of coverage under an alternative general permit if your 

reasons are adequate to support the request. 

 

  When an individual NPDES permit is issued to you or you are authorized to discharge under an 

alternative NPDES general permit, your authorization to discharge under this permit is terminated on the 

effective date of the individual permit or the date of authorization of coverage under the alternative 

general permit.  

 

1.7 Severability. 

 

  Invalidation of a portion of this permit does not necessarily render the whole permit invalid.  

Ohio EPA‟s intent is that the permit is to remain in effect to the extent possible; in the event that any part 

of this permit is invalidated, Ohio EPA will advise the regulated community as to the effect of such 

invalidation. 

  

2. Control Measures and Effluent Limits. 

 

In Part 2.1 and in Part 8, the term “minimize” means reduce and/or eliminate to the extent 

achievable using control measures (including best management practices) that are technologically 

available and economically practicable and achievable in light of best industry practice. 

 

2.1 Control Measures. 

 

 You shall select, design, install, and implement control measures (including best management 

practices) to address the selection and design considerations in Part 2.1.1, meet the control measures/best 

management practices in Part 2.1.2, and meet limits contained in applicable effluent limitations guidelines 

in Part 2.1.3.  The selection, design, installation, and implementation of these control measures shall be in 

accordance with good engineering practices and manufacturer‟s specifications.  Note that you may 

deviate from such manufacturer‟s specifications where you provide justification for such deviation and 

include documentation of your rationale in the part of your SWPPP that describes your control measures, 

consistent with Part 5.1.4.  If you find that your control measures are not achieving their intended effect 

of minimizing pollutant discharges, you shall modify these control measures as expeditiously as 

practicable.  Regulated storm water discharges from your facility include storm water run-on that 

commingles with storm water discharges associated with industrial activity at your facility. 

  

2.1.1 Control Measure Selection and Design Considerations 

  

You shall consider the following when selecting and designing control measures: 

 

 preventing storm water from coming into contact with polluting materials is  generally 

more effective, and less costly, than trying to remove pollutants from storm water; 

 using control measures in combination is more effective than using control measures in 

isolation for minimizing pollutants in your storm water discharge;   

 assessing the type and quantity of pollutants, including their potential to impact receiving 

water quality, is critical to designing effective control measures that will achieve the 

limits in this permit; 
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 minimizing impervious areas at your facility and infiltrating runoff onsite (including 

bioretention cells, green roofs, and pervious pavement, among other approaches) can 

reduce runoff and improve groundwater recharge and stream base flows in local streams, 

although care shall be taken to avoid ground water contamination; 

 attenuating flow using open vegetated swales and natural depressions can reduce in-

stream impacts of erosive flows; 

 conserving and/or restoring of riparian buffers will help protect streams from storm water 

runoff and improve water quality; and 

 using treatment interceptors (e.g., swirl separators and sand filters) may be appropriate in 

some instances to minimize the discharge of pollutants.  

 

2.1.2 Control Measures/Best Management Practices (BMPs). 

   

2.1.2.1 Minimize Exposure.  You shall minimize the exposure of manufacturing, processing, and 

material storage areas (including loading and unloading, storage, disposal, cleaning, maintenance, 

and fueling operations) to rain, snow, snowmelt, and runoff by either locating these industrial 

materials and activities inside or protecting them with storm resistant coverings (although 

significant enlargement of impervious surface area is not recommended).  In minimizing 

exposure, you should pay particular attention to the following:  

 

- use grading, berming, or curbing to prevent runoff of contaminated flows and divert run-on 

away from these areas; 

- locate materials, equipment, and activities so that leaks are contained in existing containment 

and diversion systems (confine the storage of leaky or leak-prone vehicles and equipment 

awaiting maintenance to protected areas); 

- clean up spills and leaks promptly using dry methods (e.g., absorbents) to prevent the 

discharge of pollutants; 

- use drip pans and absorbents under or around leaky vehicles and equipment or store indoors 

where feasible;  

- use spill/overflow protection equipment; 

- drain fluids from equipment and vehicles prior to on-site storage or disposal; 

- perform all cleaning operations indoors, under cover, or in bermed areas that prevent runoff 

and run-on and also that capture any overspray; and 

- ensure that all washwater drains to a proper collection system (i.e., not the storm water 

drainage system). 

 

The discharge of vehicle and equipment washwater, including tank cleaning operations, is not 

authorized by this permit.  These wastewaters shall be covered under a separate NPDES permit, 

discharged to a sanitary sewer in accordance with applicable industrial pretreatment requirements, 

or disposed of otherwise in accordance with applicable law. 

 

Note: Industrial materials do not need to be enclosed or covered if storm water runoff from 

affected areas will not be discharged to receiving waters or if discharges are authorized under 

another NPDES permit.  

 

2.1.2.2 Good Housekeeping.  You shall keep clean all exposed areas that are potential sources of 

pollutants, using such measures as sweeping at regular intervals, keeping materials orderly and 

labeled, and storing materials in appropriate containers.     
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2.1.2.3 Maintenance. You shall regularly inspect, test, maintain, and repair all industrial equipment and 

systems to avoid situations that may result in leaks, spills, and other releases of pollutants in 

storm water discharged to receiving waters.   You shall maintain all control measures that are 

used to achieve the control measures/best management practices (BMPs) and numeric effluent 

limits required by this permit in effective operating condition.  Nonstructural control measures 

shall also be diligently maintained (e.g., spill response supplies available, personnel appropriately 

trained).  If you find that your control measures need to be replaced or repaired, you shall make 

the necessary repairs or modifications as expeditiously as practicable.   

 

2.1.2.4 Spill Prevention and Response Procedures.  You shall minimize the potential for leaks, spills and 

other releases that may be exposed to storm water and develop plans for effective response to such 

spills if or when they occur.  At a minimum, you shall implement: 

 

 Procedures for plainly labeling containers (e.g., “Used Oil,” “Spent Solvents,” 

“Fertilizers and Pesticides,” etc.) that could be susceptible to spillage or leakage to 

encourage proper handling and facilitate rapid response if spills or leaks occur; 

 Preventative measures such as barriers between material storage and traffic areas, 

secondary containment provisions, and procedures for material storage and handling;   

 Procedures for expeditiously stopping, containing, and cleaning up leaks, spills, and other 

releases.  Employees who may cause, detect, or respond to a spill or leak shall be trained 

in these procedures and have necessary spill response equipment available.  If possible, 

one of these individuals should be a member of your storm water pollution prevention 

team (see Part 5.1.1); and 

 Procedures for notification of appropriate facility personnel, emergency response 

agencies, and regulatory agencies.  Where a leak, spill, or other release containing a 

hazardous substance or oil in an amount equal to or in excess of a reportable quantity 

established under either 40 CFR Part 110, 40 CFR Part 117, or 40 CFR Part 302, occurs 

during a 24-hour period, you shall notify the Ohio EPA Division of Emergency and 

Remedial Response at (800) 282-9378 in accordance with the requirements of 40 CFR 

Part 110, 40 CFR Part 117, and 40 CFR Part 302 as soon as you have knowledge of the 

discharge.  Contact information shall be in locations that are readily accessible and 

available.  

 

2.1.2.5 Erosion and Sediment Controls.  You shall stabilize exposed areas and contain runoff using 

structural and/or non-structural control measures to minimize onsite erosion and sedimentation, 

and the resulting discharge of pollutants.  Among other actions you shall take to meet this limit, 

you shall place flow velocity dissipation devices at discharge locations and within outfall channels 

where necessary to reduce erosion and/or settle out pollutants. In selecting, designing, installing, 

and implementing appropriate control measures, you are encouraged to consult with the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Soil and Water Conservation‟s Rainwater 

and Land Development manual (http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/tabid/9186/Default.aspx), U.S. EPA‟s 

internet-based resources relating to BMPs for erosion and sedimentation, including the sector-

specific Industrial Storm Water Fact Sheet Series, (www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/msgp), 

National Menu of Storm Water BMPs (www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps), and 

National Management Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Urban Areas 

(www.epa.gov/owow/nps/urbanmm/index.html).   

 

2.1.2.6 Management of Runoff.  You shall divert, infiltrate, reuse, contain, or otherwise reduce storm 

water runoff, to minimize pollutants in your discharges.  In selecting, designing, installing, and 

http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/msgp
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps
http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/urbanmm/index.html
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implementing appropriate control measures, you are encouraged to consult with the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Soil and Water Conservation‟s Rainwater 

and Land Development manual (http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/tabid/9186/Default.aspx), U.S. EPA‟s 

internet-based resources relating to runoff management, including the sector-specific Industrial 

Storm Water Fact Sheet Series, (www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/msgp), National Menu of Storm 

Water BMPs (www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps), and National Management 

Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Urban Areas 

(www.epa.gov/owow/nps/urbanmm/index.html). 

 

2.1.2.7 Salt Storage Piles or Piles Containing Salt.  You shall enclose or cover storage piles of salt, or 

piles containing salt, used for deicing or other commercial or industrial purposes, including 

maintenance of paved surfaces.  You shall implement appropriate measures (e.g., good 

housekeeping, diversions, containment) to minimize exposure resulting from adding to or 

removing materials from the pile.   

 

2.1.2.8 Sector Specific Control Measures/Best Management Practices (BMPs).  You shall achieve any 

additional control measures/best management practices (BMPs) stipulated in the relevant sector-

specific section(s) of Part 8. 

 

2.1.2.9 Employee Training.  You shall train all employees who work in areas where industrial materials 

or activities are exposed to storm water, or who are responsible for implementing activities 

necessary to meet the conditions of this permit (e.g., inspectors, maintenance personnel), 

including all members of your Pollution Prevention Team.  Training shall cover both the specific 

control measures used to achieve the conditions in this Part, and monitoring, inspection, planning, 

reporting, and documentation requirements in other parts of this permit.  Ohio EPA requires that 

training be conducted at least annually (or more often if employee turnover is high). 

     

2.1.2.10 Non-Storm Water Discharges.  You shall eliminate non-storm water discharges not authorized 

by an NPDES permit. See Part 1.1.3 for a list of non-storm water discharges authorized by this 

permit.   

 

2.1.2.11 Waste, Garbage and Floatable Debris.  You shall ensure that waste, garbage, and floatable 

debris are not discharged to receiving waters by keeping exposed areas free of such materials or 

by intercepting them before they are discharged. 

 

2.1.2.12 Dust Generation and Vehicle Tracking of Industrial Materials.  You shall minimize generation 

of dust and off-site tracking of raw, final, or waste materials. 

 

2.1.3 Numeric Effluent Limitations Based on Effluent Limitations Guidelines 

 

 If you are in an industrial category subject to one of the effluent limitations guidelines identified 

in Table 6-1 (see Part 6.2.2.1), you shall meet the effluent limits referenced in Table 2-1 below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/msgp
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps
http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/urbanmm/index.html
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Table 2-1.  Applicable Effluent Limitations Guidelines 

 

Regulated Activity 40 CFR Part/Subpart Effluent Limit 

Discharges resulting from spray down or 

intentional wetting of logs at wet deck 

storage areas 

Part 429, Subpart I See Part 8.A.7 

Runoff from asphalt emulsion facilities Part 443, Subpart A See Part 8.D.4 

Runoff from material storage piles at cement 

manufacturing facilities 

Part 411, Subpart C See Part 8.E.5 

Mine dewatering discharges at crushed stone, 

construction sand and gravel, or industrial 

sand mining facilities 

Part 436, Subparts B, C, or 

D 

See Part 8.J.9 

Runoff from coal storage piles at steam 

electric generating facilities 

Part 423 See Part 8.O.8 

 

2.2 Water Quality-Based Effluent Limitations.  

 

2.2.1 Water Quality Standards 

 

Your discharge shall be controlled as necessary to meet applicable water quality standards. 

 

Ohio EPA expects that compliance with the other conditions in this permit will control discharges 

as necessary to meet applicable water quality standards.  If at any time you become aware, or Ohio EPA 

determines, that your discharge causes or contributes to an exceedance of applicable water quality 

standards, you shall take corrective action as required in Part 3.1, document the corrective actions as 

required in Parts 3.4 and 5.4, and include in your annual report as required in Part 7.2.   

 

Additionally, Ohio EPA may impose additional water quality-based limitations on a site-specific 

basis, or require you to obtain coverage under an individual permit, if information in your NOI, required 

reports, or from other sources indicates that your discharges are not controlled as necessary to meet 

applicable water quality standards.  

 

2.2.2  (Reserved) 

 

2.2.2.1  (Reserved) 

  

2.2.2.2  (Reserved) 

 

2.2.2.3  (Reserved) 

 

2.2.3 (Reserved) 

 

2.3  (Reserved) 

 

2.4 (Reserved) 
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3. Corrective Actions 

 

3.1 Conditions Requiring Review and Revision to Eliminate Problem 

 

 If any of the following conditions occur, you shall review and revise the selection, design, 

installation, and implementation of your control measures to ensure that the condition is eliminated and 

will not be repeated in the future: 

 

 an unauthorized release or discharge (e.g., spill, leak, or discharge of non-storm water not 

authorized by this or another NPDES permit) occurs at your facility;  

 a discharge violates a numeric effluent limit; 

 you become aware, or Ohio EPA determines, that your control measures are not stringent enough 

for the discharge to meet applicable water quality standards;  

 an inspection or evaluation of your facility by an Ohio EPA official or local MS4 operator 

determines that modifications to the control measures are necessary to meet the control 

measures/best management practices (BMPs) in this permit; or 

 you find in your routine facility inspection, quarterly visual assessment, or comprehensive site 

inspection that your control measures are not being properly operated and maintained. 

 

3.2 Conditions Requiring Review to Determine if Modifications Are Necessary 

 

If any of the following conditions occur, you shall review the selection, design, installation, and 

implementation of your control measures to determine if modifications are necessary to meet the Part 2 

conditions in this permit: 

 

 construction or a change in design, operation, or maintenance at your facility significantly 

changes the nature of pollutants discharged in storm water from your facility, or significantly 

increases the quantity of pollutants discharged; or 

 Sampling results exceeds an applicable benchmark when compared during year 4 of this 

permit.   

 

3.3 Corrective Action Deadlines 

 

 You shall document your discovery of any of the conditions listed in Parts 3.1 and 3.2 within 24 

hours of making such discovery.  Subsequently, within 30 days of such discovery, you shall document 

any corrective action(s) to be taken to eliminate or further investigate the deficiency, or if no corrective 

action is needed, the basis for that determination.  Specific documentation required within 24 hours and 

30 days is detailed in Part 3.4.  If you determine that changes are necessary following your review, any 

modifications to your control measures shall be made before the next storm event if possible, or as soon 

as practicable following that storm event.   These time intervals are not grace periods, but are schedules 

considered reasonable for documenting your findings and for making repairs and improvements.  They 

are included in this permit to ensure that the conditions prompting the need for these repairs and 

improvements are not allowed to persist indefinitely.   

 

3.4 Corrective Action Report  

 

Within 24 hours of discovery of any condition listed in Parts 3.1 and 3.2, you shall document the 

following information (i.e., questions 3-5 of the Corrective Actions section in the Annual Reporting 

Form, provided in Appendix I): 
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 Identification of the condition triggering the need for corrective action review; 

 Description of the problem identified; and 

 Date the problem was identified. 

 

Within 30 days of discovery of any condition listed in Parts 3.1 and 3.2, you shall document the 

following information (i.e., questions 7-11 of the Corrective Actions section in the Annual Reporting 

Form): 

 

 Summary of corrective action taken or to be taken (or, for triggering events identified in Part 3.2 

where you determine that corrective action is not necessary, the basis for this determination); 

 Notice of whether SWPPP modifications are required as a result of this discovery or corrective 

action;  

 Date corrective action initiated; and  

 Date corrective action completed or expected to be completed. 

 

 You shall include this documentation in an annual report as required in Part 7.2 and retain onsite 

with your SWPPP as required in Part 5.4. 

 

3.5 Effect of Corrective Action 

 

If the event triggering the review is a permit violation (e.g., non-compliance with an effluent 

limit), correcting it does not remove the original violation.  Additionally, failing to take corrective action 

in accordance with this section is an additional permit violation.  Ohio EPA will consider the 

appropriateness and promptness of corrective action in determining enforcement responses to permit 

violations. 

 

3.6 Substantially Identical Outfalls 

 

If the event triggering corrective action is linked to an outfall that represents other substantially 

identical outfalls, your review shall assess the need for corrective action for each outfall represented by 

the outfall that triggered the review.  Any necessary changes to control measures that affect these other 

outfalls shall also be made before the next storm event if possible, or as soon as practicable following that 

storm event. 

   

4. Inspections 

 

You shall conduct the inspections in Parts 4.1, 4.2, and 4.3 at your facility. 

 

4.1 Routine Facility Inspections.  

 

4.1.1 Routine Facility Inspection Procedures. 

 

Conduct routine facility inspections of all areas of the facility where industrial materials or 

activities are exposed to storm water, and of all storm water control measures used to comply with Part 2 

conditions contained in this permit.  Routine facility inspections shall be conducted at least quarterly (i.e., 

once each calendar quarter) although in many instances, more frequent inspection (e.g., monthly) may be 

appropriate for some types of equipment, processes, and control measures or areas of the facility with 

significant activities and materials exposed to storm water.  Perform these inspections during periods 

when the facility is in operation.  You shall specify the relevant inspection schedules in your SWPPP 



General Permit No.: OHR000005 

Page 18 of 141 

 

 

Storm Water Discharges Associated With Industrial Activity  

 

document as required in Part 5.1.5.  These routine inspections shall be performed by qualified personnel 

(for definition see Appendix A) with at least one member of your storm water pollution prevention team 

participating.  At least once each calendar year, the routine facility inspection shall be conducted during a 

period when a storm water discharge is occurring. 

 

4.1.2 Routine Facility Inspection Documentation. 

 

You shall document the findings of each routine facility inspection performed and maintain this 

documentation onsite with your SWPPP as required in Part 5.4. You are not required to submit your 

routine facility inspection findings to Ohio EPA, unless specifically requested to do so.  At a minimum, 

your documentation of each routine facility inspection shall include: 

 The inspection date and time; 

 The name(s) and signature(s) of the inspector(s); 

 Weather information and a description of any discharges occurring at the time of the 

inspection;  

 Any previously unidentified discharges of pollutants from the site; 

 Any control measures needing maintenance or repairs; 

 Any failed control measures that need replacement; 

 Any incidents of noncompliance observed; and 

 Any additional control measures needed to comply with the permit requirements. 

 

 Any corrective action required as a result of a routine facility inspection shall be performed 

consistent with Part 3 of this permit. 

 

4.1.3 Exceptions to Routine Facility Inspections. 

 

Inactive and Unstaffed Sites:  The requirement to conduct routine facility inspections on a 

quarterly basis does not apply at a facility that is inactive and unstaffed, as long as there are no 

industrial materials or activities exposed to storm water.  Such a facility is only required to 

conduct an annual comprehensive site inspection in accordance with the requirements of Part 4.3.  

To invoke this exception, you shall maintain a statement in your SWPPP pursuant to Part 5.1.5.2 

indicating that the site is inactive and unstaffed, and that there are no industrial materials or 

activities exposed to precipitation, in accordance with the substantive requirements in 40 CFR 

122.26(g)(4)(iii).  The statement shall be signed and certified in accordance with Appendix B, 

Subsection 11.  If circumstances change and industrial materials or activities become exposed to 

storm water or your facility becomes active and/or staffed, this exception no longer applies and 

you shall immediately resume quarterly facility inspections.  If you are not qualified for this 

exception at the time you are authorized under this permit, but during the permit term you 

become qualified because your facility is inactive and unstaffed, and there are no industrial 

materials or activities that are exposed to storm water, then you shall include the same signed and 

certified statement as above and retain it with your records pursuant to Part 5.4. 

 

Inactive and unstaffed facilities covered under Sectors D (Asphalt Paving and Roofing Materials 

and Lubricant Manufacturing), E (Glass, Clay, Cement, Concrete, and Gypsum Products) and J 

(Non-Metallic Mineral Mining and Dressing), are not required to meet the “no industrial 

materials or activities exposed to storm water” standard to be eligible for this exception from 

routine inspections, consistent with the requirements established in Parts 8.D.3.1, 8.E.4.1 and 

8.J.8.1. 
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4.2 Quarterly Visual Assessment of Storm Water Discharges. 

 

4.2.1 Quarterly Visual Assessment Procedures. 

 

Once each calendar quarter for the entire permit term, you shall collect a storm water sample 

from each outfall (except as noted in Part 4.2.3) and conduct a visual assessment of each of these samples.  

These samples are not required to be collected consistent with 40 CFR Part 136 procedures but should be 

collected in such a manner that the samples are representative of the storm water discharge. 

 

The visual assessment shall be made: 

 

 Of a sample in a clean, clear glass, or plastic container, and examined in a well-lit area; 

 On samples collected within the first 30 minutes of an actual discharge from a storm 

event.  If it is not possible to collect the sample within the first 30 minutes of discharge, 

the sample shall be collected as soon as practicable after the first 30 minutes and you 

shall document why it was not possible to take samples within the first 30 minutes.  In the 

case of snowmelt, samples shall be taken during a period with a measurable discharge 

from your site; and 

 For storm events, on discharges that occur at least 72 hours (3 days) from the previous 

discharge.  The 72-hour (3-day) storm interval does not apply if you document that less 

than a 72-hour (3-day) interval is representative for local storm events during the 

sampling period.  If it is not possible to collect the sample on discharges that occur at 

least 72 hours (3 days) from the previous discharge, the sample shall be collected as close 

to this storm interval as practicable and you shall document why it was not possible to 

take samples from a 72 hour (3 day) storm interval. 

 

You shall visually inspect the sample for the following water quality characteristics: 

 

- Color; 

- Odor; 

- Clarity; 

- Floating solids; 

- Settled solids; 

- Suspended solids; 

- Foam; 

- Oil sheen; and 

- Other obvious indicators of storm water pollution. 

 

4.2.2 Quarterly Visual Assessment Documentation. 

 

 You shall document the results of your visual assessments and maintain this documentation onsite 

with your SWPPP as required in Part 5.4.  You are not required to submit your visual assessment findings 

to Ohio EPA, unless specifically requested to do so.  At a minimum, your documentation of the visual 

assessment shall include: 

 

 Sample location(s) 

 Sample collection date and time, and visual assessment date and time for each sample; 

 Personnel collecting the sample and performing visual assessment, and their signatures; 

 Nature of the discharge (i.e., runoff or snowmelt); 
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 Results of observations of the storm water discharge; 

 Probable sources of any observed storm water contamination,  

 If applicable, why it was not possible to take samples within the first 30 minutes and/or 

from a 72 hour (3 day) storm interval. 

 

 Any corrective action required as a result of a quarterly visual assessment shall be performed 

consistent with Part 3 of this permit. 

 

4.2.3 Exceptions to Quarterly Visual Assessments. 

 

Adverse Weather Conditions: When adverse weather conditions prevent the collection of samples 

during the quarter, you shall take a substitute sample during the next qualifying storm event. 

Documentation of the rationale for no visual assessment for the quarter shall be included with 

your SWPPP records as described in Part 5.4.  Adverse conditions are those that are dangerous or 

create inaccessibility for personnel, such as local flooding, high winds, or electrical storms, or 

situations that otherwise make sampling impractical, such as drought or extended frozen 

conditions.   

 

Areas Subject to Snow: In areas subject to snow, at least one quarterly visual assessment shall 

capture snowmelt discharge, as described in Part 6.1.3. 

   

Inactive and unstaffed sites: The requirement for a quarterly visual assessment does not apply at a 

facility that is inactive and unstaffed, as long as there are no industrial materials or activities 

exposed to storm water. To invoke this exception, you shall maintain a statement in your SWPPP 

as required in Part 5.1.5.2 indicating that the site is inactive and unstaffed, and that there are no 

industrial materials or activities exposed to precipitation, in accordance with the substantive 

requirements in 40 CFR 122.26(g)(4)(iii).  The statement shall be signed and certified in 

accordance with Appendix B, Subsection 11.  If circumstances change and industrial materials or 

activities become exposed to storm water or your facility becomes active and/or staffed, this 

exception no longer applies and you shall immediately resume quarterly visual assessments.  If 

you are not qualified for this exception at the time you are authorized under this permit, but 

during the permit term you become qualified because your facility is inactive and unstaffed, and 

there are no industrial materials or activities that are exposed to storm water, then you shall 

include the same signed and certified statement as above and retain it with your records pursuant 

to Part 5.4. 

 

Inactive and unstaffed facilities covered under Sectors D (Asphalt Paving and Roofing Materials 

and Lubricant Manufacturing), E (Glass, Clay, Cement, Concrete, and Gypsum Products) and J 

(Non-Metallic Mineral Mining and Dressing), are not required to meet the “no industrial 

materials or activities exposed to storm water” standard to be eligible for this exception from 

quarterly visual assessment, consistent with the requirements established in Parts 8.D.3.1, 8.E.4.1 

and 8.J.8.1. 

 

Substantially identical outfalls: If your facility has two or more outfalls that you believe discharge 

substantially identical effluents, as documented in Part 5.1.5.2, you may conduct quarterly visual 

assessments of the discharge at just one of the outfalls and report that the results also apply to the 

substantially identical outfall(s) provided that you perform visual assessments on a rotating basis 

of each substantially identical outfall throughout the period of your coverage under this permit.     
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If storm water contamination is identified through visual assessment performed at a substantially 

identical outfall, you shall assess and modify your control measures as appropriate for each 

outfall represented by the monitored outfall.   

 

4.3 Comprehensive Site Inspections. 

 

4.3.1 Comprehensive Site Inspection Procedures. 

 

 You shall conduct annual comprehensive site inspections while you are covered under this 

permit.  The annual period to conduct the comprehensive site inspections begins on the date Ohio EPA 

has granted your authorization to discharge under this permit. 

 

 Should your coverage be administratively continued after the expiration date of this permit, you 

shall continue to perform these inspections annually until you are no longer covered.   

 

 Comprehensive site inspections shall be conducted by qualified personnel with at least one 

member of your storm water pollution prevention team participating in the comprehensive site 

inspections. 

 

Your comprehensive site inspections shall cover all areas of the facility affected by the 

requirements in this permit, including the areas identified in the SWPPP as potential pollutant sources 

(see Part 5.1.3) where industrial materials or activities are exposed to storm water, any areas where 

control measures are used to comply with the conditions in Part 2, and areas where spills and leaks have 

occurred in the past 3 years. The inspections shall also include a review of monitoring data collected in 

accordance with Part 6.2. Inspectors shall consider the results of the past year‟s visual and analytical 

monitoring when planning and conducting inspections.  Inspectors shall examine the following:   

 

 Industrial materials, residue, or trash that may have or could come into contact with storm water;  

 Leaks or spills from industrial equipment, drums, tanks, and other containers;  

 Offsite tracking of industrial or waste materials, or sediment where vehicles enter or exit the site;  

 Tracking or blowing of raw, final, or waste materials from areas of no exposure to exposed areas; 

and 

 Control measures needing replacement, maintenance, or repair. 

 

 Storm water control measures required by this permit shall be observed to ensure that they are 

functioning correctly.  If discharge locations are inaccessible, nearby downstream locations shall be 

inspected. 

Your annual comprehensive site inspection may also be used as one of the routine inspections, as 

long as all components of both types of inspections are included. 

 

4.3.2 Comprehensive Site Inspection Documentation. 

 

 You shall document the findings of each comprehensive site inspection and maintain this 

documentation onsite with your SWPPP as required in Part 5.4.  In addition, you shall include this 

documentation in an annual report as required in Part 7.2.  At a minimum, your documentation of the 

comprehensive site inspection shall include (see the Annual Reporting Form in Appendix I):  

 

 The date of the inspection; 

 The name(s) and title(s) of the personnel making the inspection; 
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 Findings from the examination of areas of your facility identified in Part 4.3.1; 

 All observations relating to the implementation of your control measures including:  

 previously unidentified discharges from the site, 

 previously unidentified pollutants in existing discharges, 

 evidence of, or the potential for, pollutants entering the drainage system; 

 evidence of pollutants discharging to receiving waters at all facility outfall(s), and the 

condition of and around the outfall, including flow dissipation measures to prevent 

scouring, and 

 additional control measures needed to address any conditions requiring corrective 

action identified during the inspection. 

 Any required revisions to the SWPPP resulting from the inspection; 

 Any incidents of noncompliance observed or a certification stating the facility is in 

compliance with this permit (if there is no noncompliance); and  

 A statement signed and certified in accordance with Appendix B, Subsection 11 of the 

permit. 

 

 Any corrective action required as a result of the comprehensive site inspection shall be performed 

consistent with Part 3 of this permit. 

 

5. Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  

 

You shall prepare a SWPPP for your facility before submitting your Notice of Intent (NOI) for 

permit coverage if you did not have coverage under a previous NPDES permit (e.g., OHR000004).  If you 

prepared a SWPPP for coverage under a previous NPDES permit, you shall review and update the 

SWPPP to implement all provisions of this permit within 180 days after the effective date of this permit.  

The SWPPP does not contain effluent limitations; the limitations are contained in Part 2 of the permit, 

and for some sectors, Part 8 of the permit.  The SWPPP is intended to document the selection, design, and 

installation of control measures.  As distinct from the SWPPP, the additional documentation requirements 

(see Part 5.4) are intended to document the implementation (including inspection, maintenance, 

monitoring, and corrective action) of the permit requirements. 

 

5.1 Contents of Your SWPPP. 

  

 For coverage under this permit, your SWPPP shall contain all of the following elements: 

 

 Storm water pollution prevention team (see Part 5.1.1); 

 Site description (see Part 5.1.2); 

 Summary of potential pollutant sources (see Part 5.1.3); 

 Description of control measures (see Part 5.1.4); 

 Schedules and procedures (see Part 5.1.5); and 

 Signature requirements (see Part 5.1.6). 

 

 Where your SWPPP refers to procedures in other facility documents, such as a Spill Prevention, 

Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan or an Environmental Management System (EMS) developed 

for a National Environmental Performance Track facility, copies of the relevant portions of those 

documents shall be kept with your SWPPP.  
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5.1.1 Storm Water Pollution Prevention Team. 

 

You shall identify the staff members (by name or title) that comprise the facility‟s storm water 

pollution prevention team as well as their individual responsibilities. Your storm water pollution 

prevention team is responsible for assisting the facility manager in developing and revising the facility‟s 

SWPPP as well as maintaining control measures and taking corrective actions where required.  Each 

member of the storm water pollution prevention team shall have ready access to either an electronic or 

paper copy of applicable portions of this permit and your SWPPP. 

 

5.1.2 Site Description. 

 

Your SWPPP shall include the following: 

 

 Activities at the Facility. Provide a description of the nature of the industrial activities at 

your facility. 

 General location map. Provide a general location map (e.g., U.S. Geological Survey 

(USGS) quadrangle map) with enough detail to identify the location of your facility and 

all receiving waters for your storm water discharges. 

 Site map. Provide a map showing:  

 the size of the property in acres;  

 the location and extent of significant structures and impervious surfaces; 

 directions of storm water flow (use arrows); 

 locations of all existing structural control measures; 

 locations of all receiving waters in the immediate vicinity of your facility; 

 locations of all storm water conveyances including ditches, pipes, and swales; 

 locations of potential pollutant sources identified under Part 5.1.3.2; 

 locations where significant spills or leaks identified under Part 5.1.3.3 have occurred; 

 locations of all storm water monitoring points; 

 locations of storm water inlets and outfalls, with a unique identification code for each 

outfall (e.g., Outfall No. 001, No. 002, etc), indicating if you are treating one or more 

outfalls as “substantially identical” under Parts 4.2.3, 5.1.5.2, and 6.1.1, and an 

approximate outline of the areas draining to each outfall; 

 municipal separate storm sewer systems, where your storm water discharges to them; 

 locations and descriptions of all non-storm water discharges identified under Part 

2.1.2.10; 

 locations of the following activities where such activities are exposed to 

precipitation:  

o fueling stations; 

o vehicle and equipment maintenance and/or cleaning areas; 

o loading/unloading areas; 

o locations used for the treatment, storage, or disposal of wastes; 

o liquid storage tanks; 

o processing and storage areas; 

o immediate access roads and rail lines used or traveled by carriers of raw 

materials, manufactured products, waste material, or by-products used or created 

by the facility; 

o transfer areas for substances in bulk; and 

o machinery; and 
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 locations and sources of run-on to your site from adjacent property that contains 

significant quantities of pollutants. 

 

5.1.3  Summary of Potential Pollutant Sources.  

 

You shall document areas at your facility where industrial materials or activities are exposed to 

storm water and from which allowable non-storm water discharges are released.  Industrial materials or 

activities include, but are not limited to:  material handling equipment or activities; industrial machinery; 

raw materials; industrial production and processes; and intermediate products, by-products, final products, 

and waste products.  Material handling activities include, but are not limited to:  the storage, loading and 

unloading, transportation, disposal, or conveyance of any raw material, intermediate product, final 

product or waste product.  For each area identified, the description shall include: 

 

5.1.3.1 Activities in the area.  A list of the industrial activities exposed to storm water (e.g., material 

storage; equipment fueling, maintenance, and cleaning; cutting steel beams).  

 

5.1.3.2 Pollutants.  A list of the pollutant(s) or pollutant constituents (e.g., crankcase oil, zinc, sulfuric 

acid, and cleaning solvents) associated with each identified activity.  The pollutant list shall 

include all significant materials that have been handled, treated, stored, or disposed, and that have 

been exposed to storm water in the 3 years prior to the date you prepare or amend your SWPPP. 

 

5.1.3.3 Spills and Leaks.  You shall document where potential spills and leaks could occur that could 

contribute pollutants to storm water discharges, and the corresponding outfall(s) that would be 

affected by such spills and leaks. You shall document all significant spills and leaks of oil or toxic 

or hazardous pollutants that actually occurred at exposed areas, or that drained to a storm water 

conveyance, in the 3 years prior to the date you prepare or amend your SWPPP. 

 

 Note:  Significant spills and leaks include, but are not limited to, releases of oil or hazardous 

substances in excess of quantities that are reportable under CWA Section 311 (see 40 CFR 110.6 

and 40 CFR 117.21) or Section 102 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 USC §9602.  This permit does not relieve you of 

the reporting requirements of 40 CFR 110, 40 CFR 117, and 40 CFR 302 relating to spills or 

other releases of oils or hazardous substances.   

 

5.1.3.4 Non-Storm Water Discharges.  You shall document that you have evaluated for the presence of 

non-storm water discharges and that all unauthorized discharges have been eliminated.  

Documentation of your evaluation shall include: 

 

 The date of any evaluation; 

 A description of the evaluation criteria used; 

 A list of the outfalls or onsite drainage points that were directly observed during the 

evaluation; 

 The different types of non-storm water discharge(s) and source locations; and 

 The action(s) taken, such as a list of control measures used to eliminate unauthorized 

discharge(s), if any were identified.  For example, a floor drain was sealed, a sink drain 

was re-routed to sanitary, or an NPDES permit application was submitted for an 

unauthorized cooling water discharge; 
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5.1.3.5 Salt Storage.  You shall document the location of any storage piles containing salt used for 

deicing or other commercial or industrial purposes.  

 

5.1.3.6 Sampling Data.  You shall summarize all storm water discharge sampling data collected at your 

facility during the previous permit term.  

 

5.1.4 Description of Control Measures. 

 

5.1.4.1 Control Measures to Meet Technology-Based and Water Quality-Based Effluent Limits.  You 

shall document the location and type of control measures you have installed and implemented at 

your site to achieve the control measures/best management practices (BMPs) in Part 2.1.2, and 

where applicable in Part 8, the effluent limitations guidelines-based limits in Part 2.1.3, and the 

water quality-based effluent limits in Part 2.2 and describe how you addressed the control 

measure selection and design considerations in Part 2.1.1.  This documentation shall describe how 

the control measures at your site address both the pollutant sources identified in Part 5.1.3 and 

any storm water run-on that commingles with any discharges covered under this permit. 

 

5.1.5  Schedules and Procedures 

 

5.1.5.1 Pertaining to Control Measures Used to Comply with the Control Measures/Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) and Effluent Limits in Part 2.  The following shall be documented in your 

SWPPP: 

 Good Housekeeping (See Part 2.1.2.2) – A schedule for regular pickup and disposal of 

waste materials, along with routine inspections for leaks and conditions of drums, tanks 

and containers; 

 Maintenance (See Part 2.1.2.3) –  Preventative maintenance procedures, including regular 

inspections, testing, maintenance, and repair of all industrial equipment and systems, and 

control measures, to avoid situations that may result in leaks, spills, and other releases, 

and any back-up practices in place should a runoff event occur while a control measure is 

off-line; 

 Spill Prevention and Response Procedures (See Part 2.1.2.4) – Procedures for preventing 

and responding to spills and leaks.  You may reference the existence of other plans for 

Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) developed for the facility under 

Section 311 of the CWA or BMP programs otherwise required by an NPDES permit for 

the facility, provided that you keep a copy of that other plan onsite and make it available 

for review consistent with Part 5.3; and 

 Employee Training (Part 2.1.2.9) – A schedule for all types of necessary training. 

 

5.1.5.2 Pertaining to Monitoring and Inspection.  You shall document in your SWPPP your procedures 

for conducting the three types of analytical monitoring specified by this permit, where applicable 

to your facility, including: 

 Benchmark monitoring (see Part 6.2.1); 

 Effluent limitations guidelines monitoring (see Part 6.2.2); and 

 Other monitoring as required by Ohio EPA (see Part 6.2.5).   

  

For each type of monitoring, your SWPPP shall document:  

 

 Locations where samples are collected, including any determination that two or more 

outfalls are substantially identical; 
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 Parameters for sampling and the frequency of sampling for each parameter; 

 Schedules for monitoring at your facility (see Part 6.1.6); 

 Any numeric control values (benchmarks, effluent limitations guidelines, or other 

requirements) applicable to discharges from each outfall; and 

 Procedures (e.g., responsible staff, logistics, laboratory to be used, etc.) for gathering 

storm event data, as specified in Part 6.1. 

 

If you are invoking the exception for inactive and unstaffed sites for benchmark monitoring, you 

shall include in your SWPPP the information to support this claim as required by Part 6.2.1.3. 

 

You shall document the following in your SWPPP if you plan to use the substantially identical 

outfall exception for your quarterly visual assessment requirements in Part 4.2 or your benchmark 

monitoring requirements in Part 6.2.1:  

 

 Location of each of the substantially identical outfalls;  

 Description of the general industrial activities conducted in the drainage area of each 

outfall; 

 Description of the control measures implemented in the drainage area of each outfall; 

 Description of the exposed materials located in the drainage area of each outfall that are 

likely to be significant contributors of pollutants to storm water discharges; 

 An estimate of the runoff coefficient of the drainage areas (low = under 40%; medium = 

40 to 65%; high = above 65%); and 

 Why the outfalls are expected to discharge substantially identical effluents. 

  

You shall document in your SWPPP your procedures for performing, as appropriate, the three 

types of inspections specified by this permit, including: 

 

 Routine facility inspections (see Part 4.1); 

 Quarterly visual assessment of storm water discharges (see Part 4.2); and 

 Comprehensive site inspections (see Part 4.3). 

 

 For each type of inspection performed, your SWPPP shall identify: 

 Person(s) or positions of person(s) responsible for inspection;  

 Schedules for conducting inspections (see Part 4.2.3); and 

 Specific items to be covered by the inspection, including schedules for specific outfalls. 

 

If you are invoking the exception for inactive and unstaffed sites relating to routine facility 

inspections and quarterly visual assessments, you shall include in your SWPPP the information to support 

this claim as required by Parts 4.1.3 and 4.2.3. 

 

5.1.6 (Reserved) 

 

5.1.6.1 (Reserved) 

 

5.1.6.2 (Reserved) 

 

5.1.6.3 (Reserved) 
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5.1.7 Signature Requirements. 

 

You must sign and date your SWPPP in accordance with Appendix B, Subsection 11, including the date 

of signature. 

 

5.2 Required SWPPP Modifications. 

 

You shall modify your SWPPP whenever necessary to address any of the triggering conditions 

for corrective action in Part 3.1 and to ensure that they do not reoccur, or to reflect changes implemented 

when a review following the triggering conditions in Part 3.2 indicates that changes to your control 

measures are necessary to meet the control measures/best management practices (BMPs) and effluent 

limits in this permit.  Changes to your SWPPP document shall be made in accordance with the corrective 

action deadlines in Parts 3.3 and 3.4, and shall be signed and dated in accordance with Appendix B, 

Subsection 11.   

 

5.3 SWPPP Availability. 

 

You shall retain a copy of the current SWPPP required by this permit at the facility, and it shall 

be immediately available to Ohio EPA; a local agency approving storm water management plans; and the 

operator of an MS4 receiving discharges from the site.  Ohio EPA may provide access to portions of your 

SWPPP to a member of the public upon request.  Confidential Business Information (CBI) may be 

withheld from the public, but may not be withheld from those staff cleared for CBI review within Ohio 

EPA.   

 

5.4 Additional Documentation Requirements. 

 

You are required to keep the following inspection, monitoring, and certification records with your 

SWPPP that together keep your records complete and up-to-date, and demonstrate your full compliance 

with the conditions of this permit:  

 

 A copy of the NOI submitted to Ohio EPA along with any correspondence exchanged 

between you and Ohio EPA specific to coverage under this permit;   

 A copy of the acknowledgment letter you receive from the Ohio EPA; 

 A copy of this permit (an electronic copy easily available to SWPPP personnel is also 

acceptable); 

 Descriptions and dates of any incidences of significant spills, leaks, or other releases that 

resulted in discharges of pollutants to surface waters of the State, through storm water or 

otherwise; the circumstances leading to the release and actions taken in response to the 

release; and measures taken to prevent the recurrence of such releases (see Part 2.1.2.4);   

 Records of employee training, including date training received (see Part 2.1.2.9); 

 Documentation of maintenance and repairs of control measures, including the date(s) of 

regular maintenance, date(s) of discovery of areas in need of repair/replacement, and for 

repairs, date(s) that the control measure(s) returned to full function, and the justification 

for any extended maintenance/repair schedules (see Part 2.1.2.3); 

 All inspection reports, including the Routine Facility Inspection Reports (see Part 4.1), 

the Quarterly Visual Assessment Reports (see Part 4.2), and the Comprehensive Site 

Inspection Reports (see Part 4.3); 

 Description of any deviations from the schedule for visual assessments and/or 

monitoring, and the reason for the deviations (e.g., adverse weather or it was 
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impracticable to collect samples within the first 30 minutes and/or from a 72 hour (3 day) 

storm interval) (see Parts 4.2.1, 6.1.4, and 6.2.1.2); 

 Description of any corrective action taken at your site, including triggering event and 

dates when problems were discovered and modifications occurred;  

 Documentation of any benchmark exceedances (during year 4 of this permit) and how 

they were responded to, including either (1) corrective action taken, (2) a finding that the 

exceedence was due to natural background pollutant levels, or (3) a finding that no 

further pollutant reductions were technologically available and economically practicable 

and achievable in light of best industry practice consistent with Part 6.2.1.2;  

 Documentation to support any determination that pollutants of concern are not expected 

to be present above natural background levels if you discharge directly to impaired 

waters, and that such pollutants were not detected in your discharge or were solely 

attributable to natural background sources (see Part 6.2.4.2); and 

 Documentation to support your claim that your facility has changed its status from active 

to inactive and unstaffed with respect to the requirements to conduct routine facility 

inspections (see Part 4.1.3), quarterly visual assessments (see Part 4.2.3), and/or 

benchmark monitoring (see Part 6.2.1.3). 

  

6. Monitoring. 

 

You shall collect and analyze storm water samples and document monitoring activities consistent 

with the procedures described in Part 6 and Appendix B, Subsections 10 – 12 and any additional sector-

specific requirements in Part 8.  Refer to Part 7 for reporting and recordkeeping requirements.  

 

6.1 Monitoring Procedures 

 

6.1.1 Monitored Outfalls. 

 

 Applicable monitoring requirements apply to each outfall authorized by this permit, except as 

otherwise exempt from monitoring as a “substantially identical outfall.”  If your facility has two or more 

outfalls that you believe discharge substantially identical effluents, based on the similarities of the general 

industrial activities and control measures, exposed materials that may significantly contribute pollutants 

to storm water, and runoff coefficients of their drainage areas, you may monitor the effluent of just one of 

the outfalls and report that the results also apply to the substantially identical outfall(s). As required in 

Part 5.1.5.2, your SWPPP shall identify each outfall authorized by this permit and describe the rationale 

for any substantially identical outfall determinations.  The allowance for monitoring only one of the 

substantially identical outfalls is not applicable to any outfalls with numeric effluent limitations.  You are 

required to monitor each outfall covered by a numeric effluent limit as identified in Part 6.2.2. 

 

6.1.2 Commingled Discharges. 

 

If discharges authorized by this permit commingle with discharges not authorized under this 

permit, any required sampling of the authorized discharges shall be performed at a point before they mix 

with other waste streams, to the extent practicable. 

 

6.1.3 Measurable Storm Events. 

 

All required monitoring shall be performed on a storm event that results in an actual discharge 

from your site (“measurable storm event”) that follows the preceding measurable storm event by at least 


