
OWRC SACG Meeting 
Minutes 

November 20, 2012                                 8:45AM                                      OWDA Offices 

MEETING CALLED BY 
Brian Hall, Leader, OWRC-SACG 

TYPE OF MEETING 
OWRC SACG Bi-monthly 

ATTENDEES 

• Steve Grossman, OWDA 

• Joe Bonnell, OSU Extension 

• Greg Ngeotte, ODNR Alternate 

• Mike Baker, OEPA – DDAGW 

• Brian Hall, OEPA – DSW 

• Rebecca Fugitt, ODH 

• Ted Lozier, ODNR 

• Ashley Ward, OEPA- DSW 

• Cathy Alexander, OEPA –DSW 

• Steve Ferryman, OEMA 

• George Elmaraghy, OEPA - DSW 

• Andrea Stevenson, ODOT 

• Jim Morris, USGS 

• Tim Hill, ODOT 

• Mike Eggert, OEPA - DDAGW 

• Thea Walsh, ODSA 

• Kirby Date, CSU 

• Gail Hess, OLEC 

 

AGENDA TOPICS 

 REVIEW LAST MEETING NOTES BRIAN H. 

DISCUSSION 

Welcomed everyone, asked if there were any changes to the September meeting notes and if 

there were any additions to the agenda.  

CONCLUSIONS 
No changes were identified.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None   

AGENDA TOPICS 
 

WATER QUALITY MONITORING 
COORDINATION WORKGROUP UPDATE 

CATHY A. 

DISCUSSION 

Cathy Alexander did a PowerPoint presentation on what the workgroup has been working on and 

then SACG discussed the project with Cathy.  The workgroup has identified three priorities; 

 Identify who is currently collecting water quality data and where to access it and make 

that information available in a simple, user friendly format. 



 Evaluate current efforts to share and synthesize actual water quality/quantity 

parameter data being collected. 

 Make recommendations for improving the data sharing and synthesizing in Ohio.  

CONCLUSIONS 

 The information should be posted on the OWRC website because the committee is 

sponsored by OWRC. 

 It was suggested that the group focus on state agency data first. 

 It was suggested that the group tackle all existing digital data first, then data that has 

been recorded on paper only. 

 Upstream and downstream data collected by NPDES permit holders should be included. 

 The group needs to figure out how to get the agreement and resources to get data into 

the credible database. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

The workgroup will have a plan for SACG members to discuss with 

their Directors. 
Cathy 

Early 

December 

The workgroup will give an update at the January meeting. Cathy 
January 

meeting 

The workgroup will prepare a presentation for the OWRC February 

meeting with simple statements about the vision and plan for the 

project. 

Cathy 

February 

Council 

meeting 

 
 

BEST LOCAL LAND USE PRACTICES, 
UPDATE AND FUTURE 

KIRBY D. 

DISCUSSION 

Kirby Date did a PowerPoint presentation on Best Local Land Use Practices. 

 There are two components to the Balanced Growth Program; planning framework and 

Best Local Land Use Practices (BLLUP).  The planning framework component has been 

working on updating the program inventory and special incentives. 

 The BLLUP main goal is to “Encourage voluntary implementation of recommended 

practices for improved watershed quality and economic benefit.” 

 Their focus and accomplishments through 2012 include education and outreach 

(presentations, workshops, conference, newsletters and interviews), technical 

assistance (18 clients), research and resources. 

 BLLUP resources through 2013 include an updated guidance document, bibliography 

with findings, example regulations and matrices, checklists, case studies, an updated 

video, and messages. 

 Future focus areas include compiling the economic benefits and lessons learned through 

research, education and collaboration, defining implementation, technical assistance 

and support and creating and capturing demand for implementation. 

The group then commented on the presentation: 

 The agreement ends in April, where do we go from here? 

 The conference is one day on January 11.  It will focus on tools and trends in Ohio to 

help local governments plan. 

 What is the role of Jobs Ohio?  None yet, but they should be approached and invited to 

attend the conference. 



 Has there been any tracking of economic success of communities who implement?  Not 

yet, but that is a possible future focus area. 

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Look over online materials on Balanced Growth website to 

facilitate discussion in January. 
All 

January 

meeting 

 
 

REVIEW 10/17/2012 PUBLIC ADVISORY 
MEETING 

BRIAN 

DISCUSSION 

Dan Dudley, OEPA – DSW presented on nutrient strategy.  It was well received by the public 

advisory group members.  The next meeting will be in April.  The PAG would like to discuss oil 

and gas at the next meeting. 

CONCLUSIONS Someone from ODNR should do a presentation on shale gas at the April meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None.   

 OWRC CONTRACT UPDATES BRIAN 

DISCUSSION 

Provided updates on active and proposed contracts. 

 Grand Lakes Fish Tissue Samples: The sampling was finished in October.   

 Shale Gas Wastewater Treatment Evaluation: The contract with Battelle has been signed 

by Director Nally, OEPA and Director Zehringer, ODNR.  There is going to be a meeting 

this December with experts in the state to discuss this project.  ODNR is the fiscal agent 

for OWRC for this project  

CONCLUSIONS 
 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None   

 

 OWRC DOCUMENTS UPDATES BRIAN 

DISCUSSION 

Provided updates on OWRC sponsored documents being drafted 

 Geothermal: Draft regulatory recommendations will be available for the group to review 

in January.  The Association of Clean Water Administrators is soliciting information 

about geothermal issues.  Rebecca is working on getting cost estimates.  She is looking 

at costs such as potential permit costs and overall costs to the homeowner. 

 Salt Pile: The document is now posted on the OWRC website.  The group is working on 

the fact sheet and the next step is to market the document.  The fact sheet will be 

finalized this week.  The document will remain a final draft until the Council endorses it, 

but it is important that the information be available now.  Other states’ regulations have 



been summarized, should the group wait until February’s Council meeting to make 

regulation recommendations?  

CONCLUSIONS 
OEPA will take the lead on the News Release for the salt pile document. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Think of anybody who needs the salt pile information sent to them. All ASAP 

 

 ACTION ITEM REVIEW/UPDATES BRIAN 

DISCUSSION 

Reviewed the following OWRC Action items: 

 Water Quality: George has a meeting before the end of November to review what was 

done last summer and discuss if it is necessary to change State Response HAB strategy. 

 Water Quantity:  

a. Monitor Conservation and Efficiency Program and water withdrawal threshold 

regulation implementation issues related to the Great Lakes Compact: Law about water 

withdrawal in the Lake Erie Basin was passed in September.  There is a group working on 

drafting the administrative rules for the passed law.  They hope to have a final draft 

complete by December 2013.  Workgroup is collaborating with the Lake Erie 

Commission on a water use category project.  The Commission is currently soliciting 

grant proposals on the “Inventory of Water Conservation Measures by Industry Sector.”  

 

b. Facilitate multi-agency collaboration on hydrologic conditions issues related to 

climate change: The Lake Erie Commission has consulted with the Governor’s Office and 

has made climate change a priority.  They are working on making a list of strategic action 

items.  Where is the greatest risk to infrastructure?  Ohio River or Lake Erie?  ODOT is in 

the scoping phase with a consultant to figure out where they should focus planning. 

 

 Water Infrastructure: Steve Grossman has nothing to report. 

 Water Natural Hazards: Steve Ferryman has participated in two meetings and everyone 

values his input.  Should OEMA be a technical expert of a member? 

 Should hydrofracking be an action item?  There are many issues associated with 

hydrofracking such as water withdrawal, use and injection.   

CONCLUSIONS 

 Ferryman will discuss OEMA membership status with his Director, but there is no need 

to rush the decision. 

 The quantity of water used during hydrofracking is most likely not going to be a long 

term regional problem, however it could cause local short term problems, especially 

during droughts.  There should be monitoring of water withdrawal activities and how 

they affect stream flow and health. 



 There is no need to make hydrofracking an action item right now, but the group should 

be thinking about potentially making it one in the future. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Let George Elmaraghy know if changes to the HAB strategy are 

wanted. 

Collect strategic issues at the fall PAG 

All 

Brian 

11/23/2012 

Fall PAG 

meeting 

 

 UPDATES ALL 

DISCUSSION 

 Joe Bonnell: OWDA proposal has been approved.  They are going to research private 

well owners’ educational needs regarding their wells.  They also want to provide an 

online tool that will allow owners who have tested their wells to plug the numbers in 

online and discover what the numbers mean. 

 The State Coordinating Committee on Ground Water is considering collaborating with 

the National Groundwater Association on their public awareness campaign in 2013.  

They are going to focus on what motivates people to test and maintain their private 

wells. 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None.   

 OWRC MEETING DATES BRIAN 

DISCUSSION 
They are available online. 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None.   

 


