In 1999 the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency evaluated
the biological health and water quality of the Wabash River
basin within Ohio. Fish and aquatic insect communities,
water chemistry, stream sediments, and habitat types were
l|studied at 90 sites. The Wabash River watershed is Ohio’s
most degraded watershed. Poor conditions exist in most of
8|the basin. Starting as agricultural drainage ditches, most

small streams were hurt by polluted farm runoff. Few
wooded areas exist next to these streams. Without buffer
& |strips to trap soil eroded from fields, rocks and other stream
fi|lbottom substrates were usually smothered with silt.
Excessive nutrient and high bacteria levels were also
commonly faulted for poor water quality conditions.
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Ammonia levels
in small streams

Water samples (n=102) from 27 small streams (<6mi 4
were toxic to aquatic life and most (61%) represented only fa#cend fons.
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Wabash Rlver

Length: 41 miles in Ohio
Gradient: 5.3 ft/mi
Drainage Area: 323 sq mi
Fish Species: 45

Aquatic Insect Types: 212
Fish Consumption
Advisories: None
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