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NOTICE TO USERS

Ohio EPA adopted biological criteria into the Ohio Water Quality Standards (WQS; Ohio
Administrative Code 3745-1) regulations in February 1990 (Effective May 1990). These criteria
consist of numeric valuesfor the Index of Biotic Integrity (IBIl) and Modified Index of Well-Being
(Mlwb), both of which are based on fish, and the macroinvertebrate Community Index (ICl),
which is based on macroinvertebrates. Criteriafor each index are specified for each of Ohio'sfive
ecoregions, and are further organized by organism group, index, site type, and aguatic life use
designation. These criteria, dong with the chemical and whole effluent toxicity evaluation
methods, figure prominently in the assessment of Ohio’s surface water resources.

Severa documents support the adoption of the biological criteria by outlining the rationale for
using biological information, the specific methods by which the biocriteria were derived and
calculated, the field methods by which sampling must be conducted, and the process for evaluating
results. These documents are:

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 1987a. Biological criteriafor the protection of aquaticlife:
Volume l. The role of biological data in water quality assessment. Division of Water
Quality Monitoring & Assessment, Surface Water Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 1987b. Biologica criteriafor the protection of aquatic life:
Volumell. Users manual for biological field assessment of Ohio surface waters. Division
of Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment, Surface Water Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 1989a. Addendum to Biological criteriafor the protection
of aguatic life: Volume Il. Users manual for biological field assessment of Ohio surface
waters. Division of Water Quality Planning & Assessment, Ecological Assessment
Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 1989b. Biologica criteriafor the protection of aquatic life:
Volumelll. Standardized biological field sampling and laboratory methods for assessing
fish and macroinvertebrate communities. Division of Water Quality Planning &
Assessment, Ecological Assessment Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 1990a. The use of biological criteria in the Ohio EPA
surface water monitoring and assessment program. Division of Water Quality Planning &
Assessment, Ecological Assessment Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Rankin, E.T. 1989. The qualitative habitat evaluation index (QHEI): rationale,methods, and
application. Division of Water Quality Planning & Assessment, Ecological Assessment
Section, Columbus, Ohio.

These documents and this document can be obtained by writing to:

Ohio EPA - WQP&A
Ecological Assessment Section
1685 Westbelt Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43228
(614) 777-6264
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Introduction

The 1992 Black River basin survey extended from the area of Lake Erie enclosed by the Black
River Harbor breakwaters to the southern headwaters and included the mainstem (both lentic and
lotic portions) and French Creek; the East Branch and Willow Creek, East Fork, and West Fork;
and the West Branch and Plum Creek, Wellington Creek, Charlemont Creek, and Buck Creek
(Figure 1). Urban areas specifically targeted in the study were Lorain, Elyria, Oberlin,
Wellington, and Lodi. This report also contains a special section dedicated to an evaluation of
Beaver Creek and the impact of the Amherst waste water treatment plant (WWTP). Impacts of
nonpoint source (NPS) pollution were also evaluated in the above listed Black River basin area.

Specific objectives of this study were to:

1) evaluatethe affects of contaminated sediment removal inthelentic (L ake Erie affected) portion
of the basin,

2) evaluate the status of the Lorain Harbor section of Lake Erie and gather baseline data from
which to develop biological criteriafor smilar Lake Erie aress,

3) evauate the possible impacts from the Lorain, Elyria, French Creek, Wellington, Oberlin, and
Lodi WWTPs,

4) evaluate the effects of sanitary sewer overflows (SSO) and same sewer overflows (SSO) in
the Elyriaand Lorain municipal areas,

5) evaluate the possible impacts of agricultural NPS pollution within the basin and pinpoint
problem areas,

6) ev:al uate the possible impacts of urban NPS pollution within the basin, identify problem areas
an

7) assess the existing use designations of the principa streamsin the study area.

8) evaluate any changes that have occured since the 1982 survey of the lower Black River.

Thefindings of this evaluation may factor into regul atory actions taken by Ohio EPA (e.g. NPDES
permits, Director’s Orders), may modify the Ohio Water Quality Standards (OAC 3745-1), and
may eventually beincorporated into the State Water Quality Management Plans, the Ohio Nonpoint
Source Assessment, and the biennial Water Resource Inventory (305[b] report).

Summary

The Black River basin was observed to display a wide range of environmental conditions and
trends. In general, much of the upper reaches in the East and West Branches have been severely
impacted by NPS pollution as evidenced by degraded biological communities. The lower portions
of the two main branches and the mainstem Black River have been historically impacted by point
source discharges and municipa runoff. Though such sources of pollution continue to affect
these areas, the severity of the impact was considerably less in the 1992 survey. Contaminated
sediment problems in the lake affected area of the river have been addressed through removal thus
reducing pollutant concentrations in the sediments. At present, insufficient time has elapsed to
make a determination of the long term effect of sediment removal on aquatic biotasin the area.
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Figure 1. The Black River study area showing principal streams
and tributaries, population centers, pollution sources,
and water quality monitoring sites.
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Black River Mainstem

Aquatic Life Use Attainment

Significant trends of environmental improvement have been recorded for the Black River
mainstem. In terms of miles of attainment, the 1982 survey showed zero miles of stream attaining
FULL WWH or PARTIAL WWH and al 13.2 miles surveyed falling into the NON WWH
attainment category (Table 9) versusthe 1992 results of FULL attainment achieved on 6.4 miles of
stream, PARTIAL WWH attainment achieved on 5.6 miles of stream, and NON WWHattai nment
ononly 1.4 miles of stream.

Point Source Pollution loadings

Considerable reduction in peak loadings of copper and zinc from the Lorain East WWTP have been
realized since the early to mid 1980s (Figure 12). Loadingsfor TKN, TSS, and phosphorus, were
initially reduced in 1989 and 1990, but began to increase in 1991 and 1992. The Elyria WWTP
decreased loadings of copper, TSS, phosphorus, ammonia, and zinc after 1989 (Figure 13). The
most significant reduction in loadings was seen in peak loadings with peak ammonia loadings
being damatically reduced. Changes in discharge loadings from the USS/KOBE Steel Company
were variable. At the 001 outfall oil + grease and TSS loadings were greatly reduced (Figure 7);
ammonia and TSS loadings were greatly reduced at the 002 outfall (Figure 8); anmonia was
reduced and peak TSS declined but median TSS remained high at the 003 outfall (Figure 9); TSS
increased while ammonia remained the same except for one elevated recording for 1991 at the 004
outfall (Figure 10); COD declined at the 006 outfall (Figure 11); and TSS increased at the 005
outfall (Figure 11). Overall loadings from the USS/KOBE Steel operations were reduced from
previous years.

Nonpoint Source Pollution

In comparison to historic point source impacts of the 1980s, present nonpoint source impactsin the
Black River mainstem are nearly undetectable. Only one site on the mainstem was rated asNON
WWH attainment and was located on the east shoreline (RM 5.8) where an active slag pile exists.
The presence of the slag pile was the only factor at this site that was different from the other sites
that attained PARTIAL WWH or FULL WWH use. Potential runoff from the slag pile may be a
possible factor resulting in the observed biologica community degradation.

East Branch

Aquatic Life Use Attainment

Thereduced size and geographic coverage of the 1982 survey prevented comparison of total ADV's
with the larger 1992 survey (refer to Table 9 for the 1992 ADV results). Results of the 1992
survey show that in the East Branch basin, 12.9 miles attained FULL WWH criteria, 19.8 miles
achieved PARTIAL WWH attainment, and 9.4 miles displayed NON WWH attainment (Table9).
Impacts from both nonpoint and point source ﬁOI lutants (see bel ow) were present in this portion of
the drainage even though the most stable, high quality communitiesin the Black River basin were
recorded in this stream. Nonpoint impacts were evident in the upper 20 miles between Grafton and
Lodi (RMs 36 through 11 in general). Point source impacts were evident downstream of Grafton
and in the Brentwood area. Although numerous failed septic systems were observed in this lower
portion of the stream and contributed to the overall degradation of the biological community, itis
point source impacts that are believed to be the principal cause of the observed degradation.

Point Source Pollution
A moderate effect on the biological communities was associated with the Lodi WWTP (RM 41.5)
while no impact was attributed to the Ross Environmental Services incinerator. The biological
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communities downstream of the Lodi WWTP remained within the bounds of WWH attainment.
An impairment was detected downstream from the Grafton WWTP (RMs 6.0, 5.4, and 5.2).
Loadings at both the Lodi and Grafton WWTPs have been reduced since 1982 (Figure 16). The
impairment downstream from the Grafton WWTP appeared to be from a problem with sludge
handling.

Nonpoint Source Pollution

Agricultural activities (row crop) were impacting the upper portion of the East Branch and the one
site on Willow Creek downstream of the Ross incinerator. The source of the impacts was
excessive sediment runoff from adjacent cultivated fields.

West Branch

Agquatic Life Use Attainment

An estimated 7.8 miles reached FULL WWH attainment, 7.2 miles reached PARTIAL WWH
attainment, and 27.3 miles scored as NON WWH attainment in this portion of the basin in 1992.
Moremilesof NON WWH attainment were recorded in the West Branch than in any other portion
of the Black River study area (Table 9). Only one site reached FULL WWH attainment, one site
reached PARTIAL WWH attainment, and five sites scored as NON WWH attainment. The most
downstream site was impacted by urban runoff, failed septic systems, combined sewer overflows
(CSOs), broken sewer lines and sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs). All other impacted sites were
affected by nonpoint pollution in the form of excess sediments, both suspended and bedload (see
embededness in Table 5). The most severe case of an agricultural nonpoint source impact ever
recorded in Ohio was documented at RM 19.6, a site with locally low gradient and few riffles.
These factors created conditions in which excess sediment and nutrient loads resulted in a strong
suppression of biological communities,

Point Source Pollution

No point source discharges were located on the West Branch proper. Dischargers were located on
tributaries and were not observed to have direct impacts on the mainstem. Chemical results (Figure
5) demonstrated a contribution of nutrientsfrom WWTPs on thetributaries. Such facilitiesdid add
to the enrichment of the mainstem, the consequent increase in turbidity from algal growth, and the
severity of impactsto the biota.

Nonpoint Source Pollution

Impacts from nonpoint source pollution dominated the West Branch. High bedload sediments and
elevated turbidity were observed at most of the sampling sites (see embeddedness Table 5).
Tolerant species of fish formed the principal components of the community. Some pollutantsfrom
septic systems, CSOs, SSOs, and WWTPs were present, but any effect from these sources were
overshadowed by the nonpoint source effects at all sites except RM 1.2/0.1.

West Branch tributaries

Point Source Pollution

Two point source discharges were located on West Branch tributaries. The Oberlin WWTP is
located on Plum Creek and the Wellington WWTP islocated on Charlemont Creek. Impactsfrom
point source impacts to the associated biological communities of the streams were not detected
although nutrients were elevated downstream from both facilities and nonpoint soure pollution
impacts were pervasive. The lack of an impact downstream of the Oberlin WWTP indicates a
significant improvement in biological conditions as aresult of Treatment plant upgrades



DSW/1992-12-8 1992 Black River June 13, 1996

Nonpoint Source Pollution

Plum Creek was found to be affected by both agricultural and urban runoff. Only the most
downstream site (downstream from the Oberlin WWTP) attained the aguatic life biocriteria (Table
1). Wellington Creek was strongly affected by agricultural runoff. Neither of the two siteson this
stream attained the established biocriteria. Charlemont Creek was impacted by agricultural runoff
which was expressed primarily in the fish community results (Table 8, Figure 23). Communities
at al sites sampled in Charlemont Creek reached PARTIAL attainment.

Conclusions

The Black River has shown significant chemical and biological community recovery in the
areas below the Elyria WWTP (Figures 3, 19, and 21). Improving water quality trends are
attributed primarily to the major treatment upgrade at the Elyria WWTP completed in late
1988.

Reliable loading information for the USS/KOBE Steel Company is not available due to the
current methods of estimating flows at several of the outfalls. Floating oil continuesto be a
problem below the USS/KOBE Steel Company 001 and 005 outfalls.

Fecal coliform bacteriaexceedenceswere common (25 individual exceedences at 14 stations)
throughout the study area (Table 4) and included both primary and secondary violoations.
The highest bacteria counts were noted in the Elyriaarea (RMs 14.3, 11.5 & 9.8), the lower
West Branch upstream from Elyria (RMs 4.2 & 0.2), and the East Branch from upstream of
Grafton to the confluence with the West Branch (RMs 11.3, 10.5, 5.2, 3.1, & 0.3).
Exceedences upstream of Elyria and Grafton were probably the result of animal husbandry
operations while those exceedences downstream from Grafton and Elyriawere primarily the
result of a combination of WWTP discharges, failing septic systems, and agricultural
activities.

Samples were collected under lower flow conditions (Figure 3) and thus do not reflect the
expected higher levels of pollutants that would be observed for NPS pollutants during high
flow conditions especially during thefirst flush. Heavy metals concentrations were generally
at or below detection limits. Metals concentrations would most likely be higher if sampled
under first flush high flow conditions. Suspended solids levels would also be much higher
under high flow conditions.

Nonpoint source pollution has had a strong influence in the basin. Degraded aesthetics were
noted throughout the basin due to high suspended solids levels and the resulting turbidity.
Much of the stream beds upstream from Elyriawere covered with silt and bedload sediments
including sand and gravel (Table5). The greatest impactsto the biological community were
observed in the East Branch upstream from the Grafton area (RMs 41.5-24.6) and
throughout the West Branch (Figures 19, 22 and 23). The impacts to the West Branch and
tributaries were the most severe ever observed in Ohio as a consequence of generd
agricultural activities.

Water quality inthe lower East Branch wasimpacted by the numerous small treatment plants,
CSOs, SSOs, and unsewered areas with numerous failing septic systems (Table 4, Figures
19 and 22). Portions of the West Branch within Elyria are also affected by failing septic
systems and raw sewage discharges from CSOs, SSOs, and broken sewer lines (from
approximately RM 4.0 to the confluence with the East Branch).

The Lodi WWTP had a moderate effect on macroinvertebrate communities apparently due to
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residua chlorine toxicity and organic enrichment.

Significant increases in phosphorus concentrations were noted in the East Branch Black River
below the Grafton WWTP (Figure 4). Biological communities were degraded downstream
from the plant (Figures 19 and 21).

With the exception of nitrate concentrations the Oberlin WWTP had no impact on most of the
existing water quality and biological communities of Plum Creek (Figures 15, and 23). Sand
and grit from street runoff were impacting the stream above the WWTP.

Dueto limited resources and the resulting minimal sampling effortsit isdifficult to conclude
whether NPS runoff, the Ross Environmental Services complex, or some other unidentified
source isresponsible for the depressed IBI at the single Willow Creek sampling site.

A toxic impact to instream biological communities was detected in French Creek at RM 3.2
upstream from the French Creek WWTP. Theimpact may have been from afly ash disposal
areaor industrial operationsjust upstream from the sampling site.

No 1992 fish tissue samples (Appendix Table C-2) contained PCB contaminant levels above
the FDA action level (2.0 mg/kg) or Ohio EPA WQS for whole aquatic organisms
(640ug/kQ).

Fish tissue contamination by PAHs documented by the historical record was not present in
the 1992 samples (Appendix Table C-2). Thisindicates that the dredging of contaminated
sediments by USS/KOBE Steel may have significantly reduced the source of contamination.

Hydrocarbon compounds identified in the 1992 fish tissue samples indicate the ubiquitous
nature of these chemicals in the environment.

Recommendations

Status of Aquatic Life Uses

All areas of the Black River basin are presently designated WWH. Specific segments are also
listed as State Resource Waters. All existing use designations should be maintained.

Status of Non-Aquatic Life Uses

All non-aquatic life uses should remain as presently designated in the Ohio Water Quality
Standards.

Other Recommendations

The City of Elyria must continue its CSO/SSO evaluation and control program. Central
sewers should be extended to the southern Elyria area.

Additional treatment facilities may need to be constructed at Grafton to handle possible
increases in future loadings if state corrections facilities are expanded. Phosphorus removal
and de-chlorination capabilities must be a part of any expansion. Loadings should be kept
near current levelsto prevent degradation of the receiving stream.

Landowners throughout the watershed should be encouraged to expand and improve the
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riparian zones along the river and itstributaries especially in the upper East Branch and West
Branch areas. Suspended and bedload sediments and nutrients must be reduced in these
watersheds before attainment of the WWH use designation can occure. Implementation of
conservation tillage systems, buffer strips and other agricultural best management practices
needs to be continued. The agricultural community also needs to examine animal handling
and pasturing activities for possible changes that would improve water quality.

De-chlorination facilities should beinstalled at the Lodi WWTP to addressinstream chlorine
problems.

USS/KOBE Steel Company must prevent oil and grease from escaping at outfalls 001 and
005. The Company must establish sampling stations and install proper flow measuring
devicesto better characterize the varioustypesof effluent rel eased; thisisespecially important
at outfalls 003, 004, and 005.

Further fish tissue sampling over a period of several years should be performed in order to
document the decrease in PAH contamination indicated by the 1992 sampling. The Ohio
Department of Health re(1ui res at least three consecutive years of data with contamination
levels below FDA action levels prior to lifting the current fish advisory. The 1992 sample
data, as well as future data, should also be compared to forthcoming action levels or risk
assessment methodologies in order to determine the safety of Black River fish for
consumption.

Nonessential lowhead dams should be removed to facilitate fish passage, improve degraded
habitat, and aleviate areas of exaggerated environmental impact.

Future Monitoring Needs

Additional fish tissue samples should be collected as part of an ongoing monitoring program.
Samples should a'so be collected in the southern portion of the basin. In order to evaluate the
ODH fish consumption advisory that is currently in effect, three consecutive years of fish
tissue data must be collected and evaluated. The advisory should then be reevaluated at that
point in time.

Further biological and organic sediment chemistry sampling should be conducted at additional
sites on Willow Creek and the unnamed tributary leading from the Ross Environmental
Services complex to determineif the Ross complex 1s having an effect on Willow Creek.

Additional sampling isneeded in thetributaries|ocated in the upstream portion of the basinto
further detail the sources of nonpoint agricultural runoff and the extent of problem areas.

Nearshore Lake Erie and harbor monitoring must be expanded to identify the extent of
impaired beneficial uses, specifically asthey relate to the public beaches located to the east
and west of the mouth of theriver.

The two Ohio EPA ambient water quality monitoring stations should be maintained. A flow
gauge installed at the Ford Road station would aid in the calculation of stream loads.

A follow-up investigation of the French Creek basin needs to be conducted to identify the
areafrom which toxic impacts are originating followed by chemical monitoring to verify the
chemical(s) involved.

The unnamed tributary harboring a population of state endangered blacknose shiner (Notropis
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heterolepis) should be monitored to determine population status and assign appropriate
aquatic life use designation. Numerous other tributariesin the Black River basin either lack
use designations or are improperly designated at Present. These designations could be
developed based on a minimal biological sampling effort.

e Thelocation, density, and number of animal units in the present animal livestock handling
operationsin the basin need to be determined as a start on correcting operations which impact
water quality.

The progress or success of current nonpoint source phosphorus and sediment reduction
activities within the basin should be reevaluated over the next five to ten years.

Study Area Description

The Black River Watershed covers 467 square miles (298,880 Ac.) and drains 887 stream milesin
Lorain County aswell as portions of Ashland, Medina, Cuyahoga and Huron Counties (Figure 1).
The Black River hastwo main branches: the East Branch, which drains 222 square miles of land in
Medina and southeast Lorain Counties, and the West Branch, which drains 174 square miles of
land primarily in southwest Lorain County. The East and West Branches meet to form the
mainstem in Elyria, and then flow north for 15.6 miles to Lorain Harbor in Lake Erie. French
Creek, tributary to the mainstem at RM 5.1, drains 31.6 square miles of land in northeastern
Lorain County.

The entire Black River basin lieswithin the Erie/Ontario Lake Plain ecoregion. Like most of north
central and northwest Ohio, geographic relief is flat to gently rolling due to past glacial activity.
The gradient of the Black River ranges from about 0.8 ft. per mile at the French Creek confluence
to 29.8 ft. per mile at Charlemont Creek.

The geology and ground water resources of the basin also have been affected by glaciation.
Generally, unconsolidated glacial deposits overlie consolidated sandstone and shale bedrock.
Ground water resources are limited in the basin, yielding only five to 25 gallons per minute from
sandstone and shale bedrock and glacial end moraines. The exceptions to this are in the extreme
southeast where 100 to 500 gallons per minute are available from aburied valley aguifer andin the
area near the Black River's mouth where clay and silt deposits yield less than five gallons per
minute.

The northeast Ohio climate where the Black River is located is characterized by moderate
precipitation which is fairly evenly spread throughout the year. The total yearly precipitation
averages about 34.5 inches. The average temperature is 500F with values rarely exceeding 900F or
falling below OOF.

Most streamsin the Black River basin are designated Warmwater Habitat (WWH). Two streams,
a portion of the West Branch of the Black River running from Parsons Road to US Route 20 and
Wellington Creek in the boundaries of Findley State forest, are designated as State Resource
Waters. The entire Black River and French Creek from Gulf Road to the creek's mouth are, also
designated seasonal salmonid.

The International Joint Commission has designated the Black River and its harbor as one of four
Areas of Concern (AOC) on Ohio's Lake Erie shoreline. A Remedial Action Plan (RAP) isbeing
prepared to resolve the pollution problems in the lower mainstem as well as additional watershed
concerns.
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The Ohio EPA Phosphorus Reduction Strategy for Lake Erie ranks this watershed as " Priority 1".
The Black River is estimated to contribute 107 metric tons of phosphorus each year into Lake Erie.

Soils

The soil associations of Mahoning, Trumbull and Ellsworth silt loams comprise 90% of the soilsin
thewatershed. Theseglacial till soilsare classified as somewhat poorly drained to moderately well
drained. Wetnessis the main limitation to crop production. The surface soil is amedium to fine
textured silt loam or silty clay loam. These soils are typicaly found on nearly level to gently
rolling landscapes with long slopes. The combination of soil texture and slope allow these soilsto
erode easily. However, soil erosion is not uniform across the watershed. It varies as afunction of
local soil type, land slope, and land use. The soils in the watershed have an average soil loss
tolerance of 3 tong/acref/year.

Studies conducted by the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) indicate that
the area of greatest soil lossistherolling till plain of western Medina County and Southern Lorain
County. This area comprises much of the upper portion of the Black River basin along both the
East and West Branches. The sub-basinswithin this area have greater than 20 % of their land area
eroding at a rate of more than 5 tons/acre/lyear. The most erosive of these highly eroding sub-
basins are: East Branch (West Fork to Crow Creek), Coon Creek, Charlemont Creek, West
Branch (Headwaters to Charlemont Creek) and Buck Creek.

NOACA grouped the Highly Erodible Land (HEL) within the upper portion of the Black River
basin along both the East and West Branches according to land use type. Over 17,000 acres were
eroding at "excessive' levelsin these basins. Cropland accounted for 82% of this total, followed
by open space categories (e.g. grasslands, forestlands, and pastures) at 14 % and developed lands
at 4 %.

The open space categories are areas least disturbed by human activities and are representative of
background erosion problems. Therefore, naturally occurring erosion and sedimentation rates are
high in much of the upper basin aong both the East and West Branches. Steep slopes and deep
soil depth combine to create erosive conditions. Background erosion rates are considered to be one
of the major sources of sediment in the Area of Concern.

Erosion on cropland can be substantial given that some commonly used agricultural practicesresult
in the ground laying bare for extended periods of theyear. Overall, agricultural erosionisbelieved
to be amajor source of sediment in the Area of Concern. In its Erosion and Sedimentation Study,
Lorain, Ohio, August, 1982, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reported that cropland in the
Black River watershed is eroding at an average rate of 4.7 tons/acre/year. According to the U.S.
Army Corps study, 107,000 acres of cropland in the Black River watershed is eroding at
approximately twice the tolerable soil loss rate. The Corps further determined 835,000 tons of
sediment is produced annually within the watershed with 80% coming from cropland.

Sail erosion in the Black River basin is detrimental in many ways. Soil loss from fertile cropland
not only harms productivity, but does considerable damage to the drainage network throughout the
watershed. Furthermore, sediment deposited on stream bottoms interferes with the reproductive
cycle of many fish species, thus reducing the diversity and numbers of species in the aguatic
environment. Suspended sediments irritate and clog the gills of many fish species, and reduce the
amount of light available to aguatic plants (see Fish Community section for further details).
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Tillage Trends

During the mid to late 1980's, no-till farming systems were used on approximately 5% of the
tillable acresin the Black River basin, while lessthan 1% of thetillable acreswerein other types of
conservation tillage systems (i.e. greater than 30% residue cover). From 1988 through 1992, no-
till and other conservation tillage systems began to increase, primarily in response to compliance
with USDA Farm Bill requirements. Approximately 70% of the cropland in the Black River basin
is planted to corn and soybeans because of poor internal drainage that restricts the growth of
afafa Presently only 7% of the row crops are planted no-till, while 30% are planted using other
conservation tillage systems. Conventional tillage remains the most common method of tillagein
the watershed. An estimated 40% of the conventional tilled fields are fall plowed.

Through the Lorain County Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASCS) Office,
Agricultural Conservation Practice (ACP) Special Project funds were obtained in 1988-89. Cost-
share assistance was provided in the form of long term agreements and annual practices. From
1988 to 1989, $100,000 was appropriated toward 9 long term agreements that included cost-
sharing for grassed waterways, erosion control structures and 2 animal waste holding facilities.
Most of the cost-sharing dollars were spent on grassed waterways. These were determined to be
"high priority" to reduce serious gully erosion.

Ohio EPA initiated another significant nonpoint source project for the Black river watershed in
1992. Cost-share incentives were provided to farmers that purchased no-till drills and planters,
straight chisel points and chaff spreaders. Furthermore cost-share payments were made to farmers
for establishment of winter cover crops, filter/buffer strips and 30% residue levels. These Best
Management Practices are to be used for aminimum of 3 years.

Land Use

There are an estimated 1,860 farmsin the Black River Watershed with an average size of 95 acres.
There are an estimated 200 Dairy farmsin the Black River basin. A survey conducted in the West
Branch of the Black River in 1987-88, found that nearly 65% of the dairy operations lacked
adequate manure storage facilities and consequently had to rely on dally hauling and land
application. The following information is from aland classification study, using a 1991 satellite
image, conducted for the Black River by Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR):

Agriculture. . ........... 66%
Agricultural Land (bare fields, fields with crop residue and pasture) - 10%
Green Vegetation (some agricultural areas and urban and suburban vegetated areas) - 48%
Bare Sail (some agricultura areas and urban and suburban areas) - 8%

Woodland ............. 23%

Urban ............... 10%

Misc. (water and wetlands) .. 1%

The agricultural subcategories of green vegetation and bare soil represent transitional categories
which do not clearly fall into either cropland or urban categories. These areas are best reflective of
the large acreage that has been taken out of agricultural production in favor of residential,
commercial, industrial and recreationa devel opment.

Point Sources

No permitted point source dischargers exist on the upper West Branch mainstem. The City of
Norts (21,522 residents, 1980 census) operates the 7.5 MGD French Creek WWTP that
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discharges to RM 2.8 of French Creek. Flows are also contributed by the City of Avon (7,241
residents, 1980) and the Village of Sheffield (1,886 residents, 1980 census)

The City of Lorain (75,416 residents, 1980 census) operates the 15 MGD Lorain East WWTP that
dischargesto RM 0.2 in the ship channel. Flows are also contributed by the City of Sheffield Lake
(10,484 residents, 1980 census).

The Moen Division operates a metal finishing facility and discharges non contact cooling water to
RM 13.0 of the Black River. The USS/IKOBE Stedl works, afully integrated steel mill, discharges
cooling water and process wastewater through six outfalls between RM 5.0 and 2.5 of the Black
River.

The City of Oberlin (8,660 residents, 1980 census) operates a 1.5 MGD contact stabilization
activated sludge WWTP that dischargesto RM 3.0 of Plum Creek. The Village of Grafton (2,231
residents, 1980 census) operates a 0.75 MGD bath treatment WWTP with effluent discharged to
RM 11.2 of the East Branch of the Black River.

Cromwell Park was operated as a municipal landfill by the City of Lorain from 1963 to 1976 on
172 acres. Municipa sewage sludge as well as organic residues from industries were disposed of
in 1974 and 1975. The Ford Road landfill was located on 15 acres of land on the west bank of the
Black River opposite the Elyria WWTP. It served as a disposal site for domestic and industrial
wastes from 1910 to 1974. Numerous leachate seepages were noted during a 1983 evaluation for
Comprehensive Environmental Response and Liability Act (CERCLA) funding. The Garden
Street landfill is located on 40 acres of land approximately 0.5 miles from the West Branch of the
Black River in Elyria. This was operated as a municipal dump for the City of Elyria, but also
accepted industrial wastes. An intermittent stream borders the southern end of the dump and
dischargesto RM 1.7 of the West Branch. Leachate pools were evident during a 1979 CERCLA
evaluation with cadmium, copper, chromium, and zinc detected at trace levels in samples of the
leachate.

The former Republic Steel Sandstone Quarry islocated directly adjacent to the West Branch of the
Black River, with an outlet at RM 1.8. Several thousand gallons per year of used pickle liquor
were disposed of at this site between 1950 and 1972. No detectable contaminants were found in
the surface waters, while groundwater from monitoring wells was contaminated with trace levels
of chromium, cadmium, zinc, and arsenic during a CERCLA assessment in 1983.

11
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Table 1. Aquatic life use attainment status for the existing Warmwater Habitat (WWH) aguatic life use
designations in the Black River basin based on data collected from June to October, 1992.

RIVER MILE Modified Attainment
Fish/Invert. IBI Iwb ICla QHEI Statusp Comment

Black River (1992)
Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation

15.0/14.4 40 9.05 40 86.0 FULL Cascade Park
11.9/11.2 31 8.65 MGns 875 PART. Spring Valley CC
10.6 25 6.45 28 N/A N/A Elyriamix. zone
10.5/10.2 26 6.80" 40 87.0 PART. dst. ElyriaWWTP
8.8/8.3 31 8.20 40 77.0 PART. Detroit Rd. area

Black River estuary area _ o
Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation

5.8¢ 25.3* 6.76* - 58.0 (NON) east bank ust. D2
5.5/5.6¢ 30ns 6.46* 34 58.0 PART. west bank ust. D2
5.2/5.3c 25.3* 7.06ns 28 49.0 PART. dst. D2 landfill
5.0c 22 N/A N/A 006 mix. zone

Black River estuary area _ o
Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation

4.8¢ 28ns 6.50" 24 59.5 PART. dst. 001/FrenchCr.
3.6/3.7¢ 28ns 7.06ns 20ns 42.0 FULL dst. USS/KOBE 005
3.0c 32.6 7.26ns 22 57.0 FULL ust. 003/004
2.3/2.0c 32.6 7.00ns 14 55.0 PART. dst. 003/004
0.9/1.1¢c 34.6 7.90 12 52.0 PART. ust. Erie St.

0.1c 28.6ns  6.80" 14" 40.0 PART. dst. Lorain WWTP

Black River harbor area

Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
0.3c 32.6 7.26ns -- 59.5 (FULL) west breakwall
0.2¢c 31.3ns  6.56* - 54.5 (PART.) east breakwall

French Creek

Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
3.2 18" 5.50* 22" 71.0 NON Abbe Rd.

0.4/0.5¢ 30ns 7.26 32ns 58.0 FULL dst. French Cr. WWTP

East Branch Black River
Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation

41.5 33 7.90 48 54.5 PART. Shaw Rd.

36.8 32 8.05 -- 75.0 (PART.) dst. Homer-River Rd.
32.5/32.3 26" 8.10 42 60.0 NON Smith Rd.

24.6 25 7.35ns -- 57.0 (NON) Foster Rd.

18.9 36ns 7.40ns 46 73.0 FULL Vermont Rd.

11.3 41 8.05 46 65.5 FULL Parsons Rd.
10.1/10.8 41 8.15 30ns 90.0 FULL dst. Grafton WWTP
6.0 27 7.35 38 53.5 NON ust. Brentwood trib.
5.2/5.4 31 8.70 48 84.0 PART. dst. Willow Cr.

12
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Table 1. (cont.)

June 13, 1996

RIVER MILE Modified Attainment

Fish/Invert. IBI Iwb ICla QHEI Statuse Comment

3.0 37ns 8.25 42 63.5 FULL Fuller St.
0.3/0.1 29* 6.50* 42 57.0 PART. Washington St.
Willow Creek

Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
2.9/2.8 18 N/A MG 725 NON

East Fork East Branch

Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
2.7/2.9 39ns N/A 46 70.5 FULL
1.6/1.5 38ns N/A 40 70.5 FULL

West Fork East Branch
Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
4.1/4.2 36ns 7.60ns VG 75.0 FULL

West Branch Black River
Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation

41.7 35* N/A 54 58.0 PART.
333 35ns 7.60ns - 84.0 (FULL)
25.3 29 5.30* 38 49.5 NON
19.6 ir 5.20* -- 64.0 (NON)
13.6/13.5 23 5.50* MGns 515 NON
4.1/4.2 24 6.75* 22 70.0 NON
1.2/0.1 32 6.70* 28" 69.5 NON
Plum Creek

Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
7.0 23" N/A F* 70.0 NON
3.3/3.1 21 N/A 34 69.5 NON
2.95 24" N/A -- N/A N/A
2.9 20 N/A 36 57.0 NON
0.9/0.8 35ns N/A a4 87.5 FULL

Wellington Creek

Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
131 29 N/A F 69.0 NON
10.8 19* N/A F 55.0 NON

\Charlemont Creek
Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
2.8 32* 7.80ns -- 70.5 (PART))

dst. Ross Incinerator

Lodi Community Park
dst. Lodi WWTP

Congress Rd.

Oh.Rt. 511

dst. Oh.Rt. 18
Oh.Rt. 58
Oh.Rt. 303

dst. Parsons Rd.
dst. U.S.Rt. 20
3rd St./Lake Ave.

Hamilton Rd.

ust. E. Lorain St.

Oberlin WWTP mix. zone
dst. Oberlin WWTP

dst. old Oh.Rt. 20

Cemetery Rd.
Hawley Rd.

ust. Oh.Rt. 18
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Table 1. (cont.)

RIVER MILE Modified Attainment

Fish/Invert. 1Bl lwb ICla QHEI Statusp Comment

0.7/0.6 33 6.60" MGns 74.5 PART. ust. Wellington WWTP
0.5/0.4 32* 7.05* MGns 73.0 PART. dst. Wellington WWTP
Buck Creek

Erie-Ontario Lake Plain- WWH Use designation
1.0 42 N/A MGns 675 FULL Burdley Rd.

Ecoregion Biocriteria: Erie-Ontario Lake Plan (EOLP)

INDEX - Site Type WWH EWH
IBI - Headwaters 40 50
IBI - Wading 38 50
Mod. Iwb - Wading 7.9 94
IBI - Boat 40 48
Mod. Iwb - Boat 8.7 9.6
IBI - interim estuary 32 48
Mod. Iwb - interim estuary 75 9.6
ICl - al lotic Sites 34 46
ICI - interim estuary 22

* Significant departure from ecoregional biocriteria; poor and very poor results underlined.

ns Nonsignificant departure from ecoregional biocriteria(<4 IBI or ICI units;<0.5 MIwb units).

a Narrative evaluation used in lieu of ICl (E=Exceptional; VG=very good; G=Good; MG=Marginally Good; F=Fair;
P=Poor; VP=Very Poor).

b Attainment status based on one organism group is parenthetically expressed.

N/A  Non applicable.

c Interim estuary and harbor criteria apply.
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Table 2. Stream Characteristics and Significant Identified Pollution Sourcesin the 1992 Black River Basin
Study Areas (ODNR 1954 and Ohio EPA 1992).

Stream Length  Avg. Fal Drainage Area NPS Point Sources
(Miles)  (Ft./Mi.) (Mi2) Pollution type* Evaluated

Black River (West/East Branch to Lake Erie)

15.55 9.7 470.00 Ag; CP; L; U; SR; ElyriaWWTP
OS; IPP D2 Landfill; USSKOBE
Loran WWTP
French Creek
15.8 131 31.60 Ag; CP, CS; SR; H; French Cr. WWTP
OS; IPP
East Branch (West FK East BR to West Branch)
45.1 35 166.94 Ag; CP; L; SaS, SR; Brentwood WWTP
(O Grafton WWTP
East Fork of the East Branch
9.3 27.8 18.16 Ag; OS; SR Lodi WWTP
West Fork of the East Branch
17.2 16.0 36.90 Ag; L; OS, SR
Willow Creek
8.7 4.6 22.90 Ross Environmental
Services
West Branch (Headwaters to East Branch)
53.2 6.1 174.00 Ag; CP; L; U; H; OS
Plum Creek
7.3 14.7 14.54 Ag; U; OS; SaS; SL Oberlin WWTP
Wellington Creek
7.6 21.6 30.50 Ag; L; OS
Charlemont Creek
15 29.8 25.19 Ag; L; OS Wellington WWTP
Buck Creek
7.5 22.9 20.79 Ag;
* Ag - General Agriculture | PP - In Place Pollutants U - Generd Urban
CP - Crop Production SL - Sanitary Landfill SR - Surface Runoff
L - Livestock SaS - Sanitary Sewers CS - Construction Sites

OS - On-site Septic Systems H - Hydromodification
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Methods

All chemical, physical, and biological field, laboratory, data processing, and data analysis methods
and procedures adhere to those specified in the Manual of Ohio EPA Surveillance Methods and
Quality Assurance Practices(Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 1989a) Biological Criteriafor
the Protection of Aquatic Life, Volumes II-lll (Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 1987,
1989b, 1989c), and The Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI): Rationale, Methods, and
Application (Rankin 1989) for aquatic habitat assessment with the following exceptions in the
estuary aress:

Dueto the lack of current in the estuary area (alentic habitat) outside bends were not the primary
criteriafor selecting asampling site for fish communities. Inthis study (and other estuary studies)
the area of greatest habitat diversity in the river segment was selected. Macroinvertebrate
community sampling followed Ohio EPA standard methods using Hester-Dendy multiple plate
artificial substrate samplers, supplemented with a qualitative assessment of the available natural
substrates.

At present the development of biological criteria for Lake Erie estuary areas has not been
completed. An examination of the data available from the Lake Erie estuary areas reveals that an
IBI of 32, aMIwb of 7.5, and an ICI of 22 are the levels of performance that can reasonably be
expected at least impacted sites (Ohio EPA 1990). Areas which deviate from these values are
classified asimpaired and displaying non-attainment of the Warmwater Habitat (\WWH) aquaticlife
use criteriafor Lake Erie estuaries. Deviations of four or less points from an expected IBI and I CI
value or 0.5 points from an expected MIwb value are considered to be insignificant departures
from the expected value and within the range of attainment. These are interim criteria and have
been set by OEPA as short term guidlines until formal biocriteria can be developed. Unlike the
biological criteriafor Ohio's inland rivers and streams these criteria are not codified in the Ohio
Water Quality Standards (WQS).

In lotic habitats attainment/non-attainment of aquatic life uses is determined by using biological
criteria codified in Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-1-07, Table 7-17. The biological
community performance measures that are used include the Index of Biotic Integrity (I1BI) and the
Modified Index of Well-being (MIwb), both of which are based on fish community characteristics.
The macroinvertebrate Community Index (ICl) is based on macroinvertebrate community
characteristics. 1Bl and ICl are multi-metric indices patterned after an original IBI described by
Karr (1981) and Fausch et al. (1984). The MIwb is a measure of fish community abundance and
diversity using numbers and weight information; it is a modification of the original Index of
Well-Being applied to fish community information from the Wabash River (Gammon 1976,
Gammon et a. 1981).

Performance expectations for the basic aguatic life uses (Warmwater Habitat [WWH] and
Exceptional Warmwater Habitat [EWH]) were devel oped using theregional reference site approach
(Hughes et al. 1986; Omernik 1988). Thisfitsthe practical definition of biological integrity asthe
biological performance of the natural habitatswithin aregion (Karr and Dudley 1981). Attainment
of an aguatic lifeuseis FULL if al three indices (or those available) meet the applicable criteria,
PARTIAL if at least one of the indexes does not attain and performance does not fall below thefair
category, and NON if all indices either fail to attain or any index indicates poor or very poor
performance.

Physical habitat was evaluated using the Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) devel oped by

the Ohio EPA for streams and rivers in Ohio (Rankin 1989). Various attributes of the available
habitat are scored based on their overall importance to the establishment of viable, diverse aquatic
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faunas. Evauations of type and quality of substrate, amount of instream cover, channel
morphology, extent of riparian canopy, pool and riffle development and quality, and stream
gradient are among the metrics used to determine the QHEI score which generally ranges from 20
to 100. The QHEI is used to evaluate the characteristics of a stream segment, not just the
characteristics of asingle sampling site. Assuch, individual sites may have much poorer physical
habitat dueto alocalized disturbanceyet still support aquatic communitiesclosely resembling those
sampled at adjacent sites with better habitat, provided water quality conditions are similar. QHEI
scores from hundreds of segments around the state have indicated that values higher than 60 are
generally conducive to the establishment of warmwater faunas while those scores in excess of
75-80 often typify habitat conditions which have the ability to support exceptional faunas.

During this survey, macroinvertebrates were primarily sampled using modified Hester-Dendy
multiple-plate artificial substrate samplers supplemented with a qualitative assessment of the
available natural substrates. Exceptions were the Black River at RM 11.2 and the West Branch at
RM 13.5 where the artificial substrate samplers were lost. Also, at a number of sites on the
smaller tributaries only qualitative natural substrate samples were taken.

Macroinvertebrate sites in the study area were also evaluated using a new assessment tool which
utilizesthe qualitative, natural substrate collectionsavailable from each site. Thismethod relieson
tolerance values derived for each macroinvertebrate taxon collected. Unlike tolerance values used
in other common indices (e.g., the Hilsenhoff Biotic Index), these tolerance values are based on
abundance data for a given taxon collected using artificial substrates. To determine the tolerance
value of agiven taxon, ICl scores at all locations where the taxon has been collected with artificial
substrates are weighted by the abundance data of that taxon at those sites. The mean of the
weighted ICl scores for the taxon results in the tolerance value of that taxon. Thus, a taxon’s
tolerance value represents its relative level of tolerance on the ICI’s 0 to 60 scale. High tolerance
values are calculated for the more intolerant taxa which tend to reach their greatest abundance at
undisturbed sites (i.e., sites with highest 1Cl scores). Conversely, more pollution tolerant taxa
attain their greatest abundances at highly disturbed sites with low ICl scores, which results in a
lower tolerance value. For the qualitative macroinvertebrate collections in the Rocky River study
area, the median tolerance value, based on all tolerance values of the organisms collected at asite,
resulted in what has been termed the Qualitative Community Tolerance Vaue (QCTV). Though
only in the developmental stage, the QCTV shows potential as a method to supplement existing
assessment methods using the qualitatively collected macroinvertebrate information. Its use in
evaluating sitesin the Black River study area was restricted to relative comparisons between sites
with no attempt to interpret quality of the sites or aquatic life use attainment status.

Fish were sampled 2 times using the pulsed DC electrofishing wading methodology (150 meter
zones) or 3 times using the pulsed DC electrofishing boat methodology (500 meter zones). All
chemical/physical and biological sampling locationsarelistedin Table 3. Fish tissue sampleswere
collected as skin-on fillet composites of representative benthic feeders and sport speciesfrom each
station (carp fillet samples were skin-off composites). Whole body composites of carp were
collected at six stationsto compare with whole body samples collected in previousyears. Samples
were made of two to six fish fillets of the same species and size class. All fish were collected
using Ohio EPA electrofishing boats or sportyak. After collection fish were sorted by weight and
length, with weight and abnormalities noted for each fish. The samples were later analyzed for
percent lipid content, cadmium, chromium, lead, mercury, zinc, copper, organic “priority
pollutants’ (including PCBs and pesticides), and all other tentatively identified compounds (T1Cs)
from Ohio EPA’s National Bureau of Standards spectral library of organic compounds.

An Area Of Degradation Value (ADV; Rankin and Y oder 1991) was calculated for the study area
based on the longitudinal performance of the biologica communities. The ADV portrays the length
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or "extent" of degradation to aguatic communities and is simply the distance that the biological
index (1BI, MIwb, and ICl) departs from the stream criterion or the upstream level of performance
(Figure 2). The magnitude of impact refers to the vertical departure of each index below the
criterion. The total ADV is the area beneath the ecoregional criterion when the results for each
index are plotted against river mile. Thisisalso expressed as ADV/mileto normalize comparisons
between segments and other areas.

&0
S0
IBI -
z0
20
10

River Mile -

20

A0 Bazed on Upstream /Downstreamn Potential

% &0 Bazed on Minirnurn Criteria

Figure2. Graphicillustration of the calculation of Areaof Degradation Values
(ADV) based on upstream potential and the ecoregion warmwater
habitat use or minimum criteria (WWH). Criteria for exceptional
warmwater habitat use (EWH) is provided for reference.
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Table 3. Sampling locations (water chemistry-C, sediment chemistry-S, benthic community-B,

1992 Black River

fish community-F) in the Black River study area, 1992.

June 13, 1996

Stream/ type of USGS topo
river mile  sampling L atitude/L ongitude landmark map
Black River
15.0 F 41°22'37'/82°06’ 43" Cascade Park Avon
14.95 C,S 41°22'50"/82°06’' 17" Cascade Park Avon
14.4 B 41°22'55"/82°06’ 12" Cascade Park Avon
11.9 F 41°23 46"/82°06' 12" Spring Valley CC Avon
11.5 C 41°23 49'/82°05' 52" Spring Valley CC Avon
11.2 B 41°23'53"/82°05 42" Spring Valley CC Avon
10.6 F.B 41°24 39"/82°05' 25" mix zone Avon
10.5 S,F.B 41°24'307/82°05' 34” ElyriaWWTP Avon
9.8 C 41°24' 427 /82°05' 45" Ford Rd. Avon
8.8 F.B 41°25'32/82°06’ 13" ust. Detroit Rd. Avon
8.4/8.3 CB 41°25'317/82°05 50" Detroit Rd. Avon
5.8 F 41°26'53"/82°06’' 30" adj dag pile Avon
5.5/5.6 F.B 41°27 16"/82°06’ 48" ust. D-2 Avon
5.3/5.2 C,F,B 41°27 17°/182°06’ 58" adj D-2 Avon
5.0 CB 41°26'21"/82°06’ 42" 006 mix zone Avon
4.8 C,F,B 41°2733'/82°07 42" dst 001/Fr Cr Avon
3.7/3.6 C,F,B 41°27 15/82°08 06" dst 005 Lorain
3.0/2.9 C,F,B 41°27 20"/82°08 50" ust 003/004 Lorain
2.3/2.0 F.B 41°2712°/82°09 15" dst 003/004 Lorain
1.8 C 41°27 26"/82°09 07" dst 003/004 Lorain
1.05 C 41°27'50"/82°10' 05" RR bridge Lorain
0.9/1.1 F.B 41°27'547/82°10 14" ust. Erie St. Lorain
0.1/0.01 C,S,F.B 41°28'18'/82°10'57" dst Lorain WWTP Lorain
Black River Harbor

S 41°28'28"/82°11'08"  w. of breakwall Lorain
0.3 S,F 41°28'29°/82°11'19”  e. of w.brkwall Lorain
0.2 S,F 41°28'38°/82°11’09"”  w. of e. brkwall Lorain

S 41°28'417/82°10' 19" east of CDF Loran
French Creek
3.2 C,S,F.B 41°27'50"/83°04 34" Abbe Rd. Avon
0.5/0.4 C,F,B 41°2730"/82°06' 21" Gulf Rd. Avon
West Branch Black River
41.7 C,S,F.B 41°08'00"/82°18 24" Rt. 511 Brighton
33.3 F 41°10'15"/82°16' 54" dst. Rt. 18 Brighton
25.3 C,S,F.B 41°12'217/82°13 02" Rt. 58 Wellington
19.6 F 41°14 18'/82°11' 55" Rt. 303 Wellington
14.4 C 41°16'46"/82°09' 45" Parsons Rd. Oberlin
13.6/13.5 F,B 41°16'47/82°09 10" dst. Parsons Rd. Oberlin
4.2/4.1 C,S,F.B 41°20'13"/82°07' 11" Rt. 20 Grafton
1.2 F 41°20'18"/82°06'41”  3rd St. Bridge Grafton
0.2/0.1 CB 41°22'18"/82°06’ 45" Lake Ave. Grafton
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Table 3. (cont.)

1992 Black River

June 13, 1996

Stream/ type of USGS topo

river mile  sampling L atitude/L ongitude landmark map

Plum Creek

7.0 C,F,B 41°16'47182°14 447 Hamilton Rd. Oberlin

3.3/3.1 F.B 41°17'35"/82°11 14” ust. E. Lorain St. Oberlin

2.95 C 41°17'38'/82°11' 117 ust. Oberlin WWTP Oberlin

2.9 F 41°1743°/82°11' 01" WWTP mix zone Oberlin

2.8 F.B 41°17 447182°10' 57" dst. Oberlin WWTP Oberlin

0.9/0.8 C,F,B 41°1803"/82°09 34” Rt. 20 Oberlin

Charlemont Creek

2.8 F 41°10'03"/82°14 49’ ust. Rt. 18 Widllington

0.7/0.6 C,F.B 41°11'19"/82°13'38"  ust Wellington Wellington
WWTP trib.

0.5/0.4 C,F.B 41°11'19"/82°13'36"  dst Wellington Wellington
WWTP trib.

Wellington Creek

13.1 C,F,B 41°09'28/82°12' 35" Cemetery Rd. Widllington

10.8 C,F,B 41°10'39"/82°11’' 38" Hawley Rd. Widllington

Buck Creek

1.0 C,FB 41°06'55"/82°17 00" Bursley Rd. Nova

East Branch Black River

41.4/415 C,F,B 41°05'117/82°04 08" Shaw Rd. Lodi

36.8 F 41°06'31"/82°05 45" dst. Homer-River Rd  Lodi

32.5/32.4/32.3 C,F,B 41°08 127/82°07' 00" Smith Rd. LaGrange

24.6 F 41°11'23"/82°06'00"  Foster Rd. LaGrange

18.9 C,S,F.B 41°14' 047/82°04' 55" Vermont Rd. LaGrange

11.3 C,S,F,B 41°16'28"/82°04' 01" Parsons Rd. Grafton

10.5/10.8 C,F 41°16'18"/82°04’ 35" dst Grafton WWTP Grafton

10.1 B 41°17 247182°04 547 dst Grafton WWTP Grafton

6.0 C,F,B 41°19'30"/82°04'38"  ust Brentwood trib Grafton

5.2/5.4 C,FB 41°19'58"/82°04' 117 dst Willow Cr Grafton

3.07/3.0 C,FB 41°20'49°/82°05 41" Fuller St. Grafton

0.3/0.1 C,S,F.B 41°22'07"/82°06'24"  Washington St. Grafton

Willow Creek

2.85/2.9/2.8C,S,F,B 41°19'36"/82°03 04” dst Ross Grafton

East Fork of the East Branch of the Black River

2.7/12.9 C,S,F.B 41°02' 247182°00 47" Lodi Park L odi

1.6/1.5 C,FB 41°02'19°/82°01’ 13" dst Lodi WWTP L odi

West Fork of the East Branch of the Black River

3.9/4.1/4.2 C,F,B 41°01'17°/82°03 17" Congress Rd. L odi
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1992 Black River June 13, 1996

Table 4. Exceedences of Ohio EPA Warmwater Habitat criteria (OAC 3745-1) for
chemical/physical parameters measured in the Black River study area, 1993 (unitsare
#/100 ml for fecal coliform, pg/l for metals, and mg/l for al other parameters).

Stream Name River Mile Violation: Parameter (vaue)
Black River 14.3 Fecal coliform:(61002¥, 5800a¥, 9200a¥, 98002¥)
115 Fecal coliform:(31002)
9.8 Fecal coliform:(26502)
4.8 Oil and grease (27.6%)
18 D.O.(2.2B##, 4.3M%, 4.8B%, 3.7B#, 4.3B%, 4.9M+%)
1.05 D.O.(2.1B#*, 3.3B#, 4.4M#%, 4.7St, 3.75B+F, 4.6M+#,
4.9S¥)
0.01 Fecal coliform:(300,0008)
East Branch 11.3 Fecal coliform:(44002)
105 Fecal coliform:(52002¥)
52 Fecal coliform:(26502)
31 Fecal coliform:(2300a, 34002)
0.3 Fecal coliform:(106002¥, 6000a¥, 370023, 5000a¥, 33502)
Willow Creek 2.85 Fecal coliform:(52002¥)
East Fork of 16 Fecal coliform:(44002)
East Branch Copper: 59(62°)
Total residual chlorine:(0.3"*)
West Branch 4.2 Fecal coliform:(39502)
0.2 Fecal coliform:(43002, 25000a¥, 13000&¥, 11400&¥)
Plum Creek 7.0 Fecal coliform:(21502)
Buck Creek 1.0 D.O. (4.6%)
Wellington Cr. 131 D.O. (2.5, 4.4%)
10.8 D.O. (1.7#, 4.4%)
Charlemont Cr. 0.5 D.O. (4.0%)

* indicates an exceedence of numerical criteriafor prevention of chronic toxicity (CAC)
“*indicates an exceedence of numerical criteriafor prevention of acute toxicity (AAC)

WZNK® o+

violation of the average dissolved oxygen (D.O.) criterion
violation of the minimum dissolved oxygen (D.O.) criterion
exceedence of the Primary Contact Recreation criterion
exceedence of the Secondary Contact Recreation criterion
indicates surface sample
indicates mid-depth sample
indi cates bottom sample
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Results and Discussion

Flows
During the 1992 survey season the months of July, August, and September experienced
above normal rain fall in the Black River basin area. June and October flows, on average,
were below normal. All flows recorded during the study were above the 80% duration flow

(Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Flow hydrograph for the Black River at Cascade Park (Rm
14.92) just downstream of the East and Weast Branchs
confluence. May 1992 to October 1992 with sampling dates for
chemistry, benthos, and fish marked.

Chemical Water Quality

Black River Mainstem

. Mean dissolved oxygen concentrations (based on daytime measurements) were in the 8-9
mg/l range from RM 14.3 to the head of the navigation channel where it declined to the 5-6
mg/l range (Figure 4). Dissolved oxygen readings from samples taken at bottom and mid-
river depthsin thelower section of the navigation channel were frequently below the 4.0 mg/I
minimum WWH criterion.
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Datasonde™ surveys conducted on the mainstem showed a declinein dissolved oxygen (DO)
concentrations downstream from the Elyria WWTP that extended about two miles
downstream to the start of the estuarine portion of theriver. None of the DO values recorded
were violations of established criteria. Oxygen levels did not fall below 7.0 mg/l in this
segment. Oxygen concentrationswere generally lower in the estuary with levels approaching
6.0 mg/l at RM 1.05.

Mean arsenic values ranged from <0.2 to 2.7 pg/l. The highest values were recorded at RM

1.8 (downstream from the USS/KOBE Steel complex). Mean cadmium concentrations were
above detection limits (0.21 to 0.28 pg/l) throughout the mainstem. The highest levels were
recorded below the ElyriaWWTP. Mean chromium values were below detection limitsin all
mainstem samples. Mean copper valueswere below detection limits (10 pg/l) at all mainstem
sites except for one sample at RM 0.01 (downstream Lorain-East WWTP) that had avalue of
12 pg/l. Mean lead concentrations ranged from <2 to 3.7 pg/l with the highest value
recorded at RM 4.8 (downstream French Creek and USS/KOBE Steel 001). Mean nickel

values were below detection limits (40 pg/l) in all samples except for one reading of 42 at RM

3.7 (downstream USS/KOBE 005). Mean zinc concentrations ranged from <10 to 17 pg/!

with the highest values generally found throughout the river segment adjacent to the
USS/KOBE complex. None of the metal values recorded exceeded chronic water quality
criteria.

Mean chemical oxygen demand (COD) values ranged from 20.3 to 30.3 mg/l. The highest
values were recorded at RM 4.8 (downstream French Creek and USS/KOBE 001) and the
lowest were recorded at the mouth of the Black River.

Mean nitrate concentrations increased below the Elyria WWTP from 1.4 mg/l to 6.03 mg/I|
then declined to 4.44 mg/l at RM 8.4. Levelsrose slightly for the next five river miles then
dropped to 2.5 mg/l and eventually dropped to 1.25 mg/l at the mouth Mean ammoniaN
concentrations were at or near the detection limit of 0.05 mg/l from RM 14.3 to RM 4.8
(downstream French Creek and USS/KOBE 001). There was a gradual increase in
concentrations through the navigation channel. The highest value (0.47 mg/l) was recorded
a RM 0.01 which is downstream from the Lorain-East WWTP discharge. Mean total
Kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN) values ranged from 0.7 to 0.95 mg/I throughout the mainstem. The
highest values were at RM 9.8 (downstream Elyria WWTP) and at RM 4.8 (downstream
French Creek and USS/IKOBE 001). The highest individua sample result was from RM
0.01 which is downstream from the Lorain-East WWTP.

Mean cBODs ranged from 1.1 mg/l to 1.7 mg/l from RM 8.4 to the mouth.

Mean phosphorus concentrations ranged from 0.08 to 0.24 mg/l with the highest levels
downstream from the ElyriaWWTP. (Figure 4).

Mean total suspended solids values ranged from 17 mg/l a& RM 0.01 to 35 at RM 2.9
(upstream USS/KOBE 003/004 and the navigation channel).

Oil sheens were common from RM 4.8 to RM 3.0. Oil seeps were observed on the west
bank of the river adjacent the USSIKOBE Steedl area from approximately RM 5.5 to 5.0.

23



DSW/1992-12-8 1992 Black River June 13, 1996

N
N U W

Phosphorusg/l)
- o

05

o
I
<

WWH
24hr. avg. min.
criterion

o
b

DissolvedOxygenmg/))
o (09]
) I

\./ ¢
> L —0— DO'92 Minimum
DO82 atanytime
— o8 criterion

o

14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0
RiveMile

Figure 4. Phosphorus and Dissolved Oxygen (DO) concentrations in the Black
River mainstem by river mile in 1982 and 1992.
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French Creek
*  There was no significant difference in data collected at the two French Creek sites. The
French Creek WWTP is not having any noticable impact on the water quality in this segment.

East Branch

None of the individual D.O. vaues recorded in this subbasin violated water quality
standards. Mean dissolved oxygen concentrations did decline slightly (from 7.9 to 6.6 mg/l)
between RM 41.45 and 32.4. Mean D.O. levels increased steadily, down to RM 6.0
(downstream Grafton WWTP) where another slight decline occurred. D.O. again increased
dlightly at the next downstream station then started another gradua decline through the
balance of the East Branch, but remained well above the WQS criterion of 4.0 mg/l (Figure
5).

. Datasonde™ information showed oxygen concentrations steadally declining for four miles
downstream from the Grafton WWTP. These values did not drop below 6.0 mg/I though.

. Mean phosphorus concentrations increased below the Grafton WWTP and then again below
an unsewered area near RM 3.0 where the levels increased from 0.14 to 0.49 mg/l (Figure
4). Other nutrients concentrations increased dightly below the Grafton WWTP.

. Mean heavy metals values varied little throughout the length of the East Branch with most
values at less than |ab detection limits.

. Total suspended solids values were generaly lower in the East Branch than in the West
Branch.

East Fork of the East Branch
There was adlight decrease in mean dissolved oxygen levels below the Lodi WWTP (9.35to
8.57 mg/l)

. The Lodi WWTP had aslight effect on the East Fork of the East Branch as measured with the

use of Datasonds™. Oxygen concentrations showed a decline downstream from the WWTP
but did not fall below 6.0 mg/I.

. Mean cadmium, copper, lead, and zinc concentrations increased below the Lodi WWTP.
Cadmium increased from <0.2 to 0.45 pg/l, copper increased from <10 to 24.5 pg/l, lead
increased from <2 to 5.5 pg/l, and zinc increased from <10 to 25.5 pg/l.

*  Nutrient concentrations increased significantly below the Lodi WWTP. Mean nitrate
concentrations increased from 0.1 to 4.2 mg/l. Mean phosphorus concentrations increased
from 0.2 to 0.86 mg/l.

*  High total residua chlorine readings were noted below the Lodi WWTP and in the Lodi
WWTP effluent. On one sample date the residual chlorine level was 0.30 mg/I downstream
from the 001 outfall.

West Branch
. Nitrate concentrations increased steadily in a downstream direction. There was a noticeable
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increase in phosphorus concentrations (from 0.06 to 0.28 mg/l) below Charlemont Creek
(Figure 5). Other nutrients remained steady.

. Heavy metals|levels showed little change throughout the basin.

. Mean temperature and dissolved oxygen readings increased steadily from upstream to
downstream.
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Figure 5. Phosphorus and dissolved oxygen concentrations in the East Branch (left
hand figures) and the West Branch (right hand figures) of the Black River
by river mile 1992.

*  Mean suspended solids levelsincreased from 6.8 mg/l at river mile 41.7 to 39 mg/I at river mile
4.2 then dropped to 19.5 mg/I at the most downstream site (RM 0.2).

Plum Creek
* Thesiteat RM 7.0 continues to suffer from low dissolved oxygen levels. Readings aslow as

1.5 mg/l were recorded. The Datasond™ survey conducted on Plum Creek showed the

Oberlin WWTP was not influencing the dissolved oxygen concentrationsin the stream (Figure
5).
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Except for nitrate levels, which increase significantly (0.19 to 13.58 mg/) below the Oberlin
WWTP, therewas very little difference in the water quality in Plum Creek when comparing the
sites located upstream and downstream of the Oberlin WWTP which islocated at RM 2.85.

Charlemont Creek

Mean nutrients concentrations, especialy phosphorus and nitrate, increased significantly
(nitrate increased from 0.76 to 6.0 mg/l and phosphorus increased from 0.1 to 0.9 mg/l) at the
site downstream the Wellington WWTP tributary. No major differences were noted in other
parameters.

Fish Tissue

Collection/Procedures

Thirty fish tissue samples collected from nine stations during the 1992 survey were
analyzed.. Two stations were located in the East Branch (RM 3.07 and 0.3), two stationsin
the West Branch (RM 4.2 and 1.3), three stations in the main stem (RM 5.3, 2.9 and 1.05)
and two stationsin the Lake Erie harbor areajust inside the east and west breakwalls.

Results

The results of the 1992 fish collections and the tissue analytical results are shown in
Appendix Table C-2.

Carp (both whole-body and fillet) and brown bullhead collected during the survey usually
had higher lipid content and higher concentrations of pollutants than either sport species or
other benthic feeders. Carp fillet samples usually had lower lipid content and lower pollutant
concentrations than whole-body samples. Tissue samples from all species collected in the
East and West Branches generally had lower pollutant concentrations than those collected in
the mainstem and harbor area.

Reportable PCB concentrations were identified in 24 of 30 samples and ranged from non-
detectable to 0.6 ppm (PCB 1260). No samples were identified with contaminant levels of
PCBs greater than the FDA action level of 2 ppm.

Only one volatile organic compound (VOC) priority pollutant (M-Xylene) was identified in
one sample at a concentration of 0.208 ppm (detection limit of 0.189 ppm). A total of 14
non-priority pollutant VOC's were tentatively identified from GC/MS peaks. The highest
concentration of aVVOC in one sample was 5.85 ppm for the compound hexanal. Petroleum
based VOC’ s were found in 27 of 30 samples.

Priority pollutant pesticide compounds were identified in all 30 samples and ranged from
non-detectable to 0.1 ppm (4,4-DDE). The pesticides identified consisted of dieldrin,
methoxychlor and DDT and its metabolites (Table C-2).

No base neutral acid extractible compounds (BNA'’s) were identified in the samples.
At least one heavy metal was present in each sample. Concentrations ranged from non-

detectable to 0.264 ppm (cadmium), 4.34 ppm (chromium), 1.98 ppm (copper), 0.297 ppm
(lead), 0.549 ppm (mercury), and 90.1 ppm (zinc).

Higorical Data

Historical fish tissue results from the Black River are from whole body composite samples
(both single and multi-species) collected from 1978-82 and analyzed for PCBs, pesticides,
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and priority pollutants. Total PCB concentrations ranged from 0.1 to 12.6 ppm. Two
samples contained PCB concentrations above the FDA action level of 2.0 ppm. Sixteen
pesticide compounds were identified and quantified with concentrations from 0.002 to 0.174
ppm. Thirty-one organic compounds (consisting mainly of polyaromatic hydrocarbons or
PAHs) were identified in concentrations ranging from non-detectable to 5.724 ppm
(phenanthrene). Three other PAHSs (acenapthylene, fluoranthene and pyrene) were found in
brown bullhead composites at amounts greater than 1 ppm. All sampleswere collected in the
mainstem or harbor area and consisted primarily of bottom dwelling species (carp, brown
bullhead, channel catfish, freshwater drum).

Sediment Chemistry

Mai

Har

nstem

The US EPA-Eastern District Office sampled 13 sites on the mainstem in 1992. That survey
areacovered RM 5.5to RM 2.35. Samples were collected for heavy metals, BNAS, VOCs,
PCBs, and pesticides. Ohio EPA sampled three additional mainstem sites, three sites each
on the West and East Branches, and single sites on French Creek, Willow Creek, and the
East Fork of the East Branch. Parameter coverage included heavy metals, BNAs, PCBs, and
pesticides at the Black River mouth and French Creek-Abbe Road sites and heavy metals at
the other sites. Metals results are presented in Appendix Table C-3 and organic results are
presented in Appendix Table C-4.

Unquantifiable and quantifiable concentrations of naphthalene, benzo(a) anthracene,
benzo(a)pyrene, toluene, ethyl benzene, and total xylene was found throughout the study
area. The highest sediment organics concentrations were detected at RM 3.8, which is just
upstream of the upper limit for the 1990 USS/KOBE Steel contaminated sediment removal
project.

No PCBs were detected in any of the samples.

The pesticides 4,4,-DDE and 4,4,-DDT were detected at 12 of 14 sites at concentrations up to
10 ppb.

Elevated metal s concentrations can be found throughout the US EPA sampled segment (RM
55-2.35) (using Kelly and Hite 1984). The site at RM 5.3 downstream from the
USS/KOBE D-2 landfill had 6 of 7 metals in the highly elevated and \extremely elevated
ranges. The sites at RMs 3.8, 3.45, and 2.35 had 5 of 7 metals in the highly elevated and
extremely elevated ranges. Zinc, cadmium, and iron were the metals most often found in the
highly elevated and extremely elevated ranges. The sample from the mouth of French Creek
showed highly elevated levels of cadmium, chromium, iron, lead, and zinc. The West
Branch, East Branch , East Fork, and Willow Creek results were all in the non-elevated,
dightly elevated,, and elevated ranges except for one highly elevated cadmium result at RM
0.3 of the East Branch.

bor
Four harbor/breakwall sites were sampled by Ohio EPA. Parameter coverageincluded heavy
metals, BNAs, PCBs, and pesticides. Metals results are presented in Appendix Table C-3
and organic results are presented in Appendix Table C-4.
The pesticide 4,4, -DDE was detected in low concentrations at all four harbor/breakwall sites.

The PAH benzo (b) fluoranthene was found at 0.9 ppm at the site located on the east side of
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the confined disposal facility (CDF).
No other organic compounds, PCBs, or pesticides were found.

Arsenic was found at heavily polluted levels at all four harbor breakwall sites. (Guidelines
For The Pollutional Classification of Great lakes Harbor Sediments, US EPA,, 1977).
Chromium, copper, and lead were found at moderatly polluted levels at two sites and at non-
polluted levels at two sites. Iron wasfound at heavily polluted levels at two sites, moderatly
polluted levels at one site, and non-polluted levels at one site. Zinc was found at moderatly
polluted levels at adl four sites.

Point Source I mprovements: 1982 - 1992

1983 - US Steel (now USS/KOBE) closed its coke plant, eliminating coking wastewater
discharge from outfall 002.

1988 - Lorain West Side WWTP started operation. It receives 3 MGD of flow treated by the
East Side WWTP prior to discharge to the Black River. The East Side WWTP discharges
directly to Lake Erie.

1988 - Lodi, Wellington, Oberlin and Grafton WWTPs complete upgrades, resulting in
significant improvement in quality of their discharges.

1988 - Stanadyne (now MOEN) eliminated a major industrial discharge by connecting to
Elyria sanitary sewer system following pretreatment.

1989 - ElyriaWWTP upgrade completed, resulting in significant improvement in the quality
of itsdischarge.

1989 - GMC Fisher Body Elyria Plant closed, eliminating a major industrial wastewater
discharge.

1990 - US Stedl (now USS/KOBE) dredged PAH contaminated sediment from around the
old coke plant outfall 002. Dredged material placed in D2 landfill on USS/KOBE property.

1992 - Lagrange WWTP upgrade compl eted.
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Figure 6. Boxplot results for dissolved oxygen in the East Branch and
mainstem of the Black River showing medium, 25%, 75%,
minimum, maximum, and outliers.
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Collection System Overflows

meawm

There are 37 combined sewer overflows (CSOs) and 58 separate sewer overflows (SSOs) in
the Elyria collection system. Elyria has instituted an aggressive sewer rehabilitation/relief
sewer construction program which hasimproved conditions by eliminating or reducing flows
from four CSOs and twenty SSOs since 1986. Fifteen SSOs and one CSO are scheduled to
be upgraded in 1993. Elyriais under a 1986 USEPA Consent Order to eliminate the SSOs
by December, 1993. Elyria has not been able to meet this milestone and is expected to
request an extension of the deadline. There are 9 pump station overflows in the collection
system. The pump stations have been rehabilitated and now overflow less often. On a
rotating basis Elyriamonitors overflows from the CSOs/SSOs listed in its NPDES permit for
cBOD, total suspended solids, volume, number of occurrences and duration.

Clty of Lorain
There are five CSOs and one pump station in the Lorain collection system that discharge to
the Black River. Fourteen CSO/SSOs are listed in the NPDES permit as discharging to Lake
Erie. The completion of the Lorain West Side WWTP in 1988 was designed to reduce or
eliminate discharges from these overflows. The NPDES permit requires Lorain to monitor
and report overflows from these sources. This was not being performed in 1992. The city
has contracted with a consulting firm to begin SSO monitoring and evaluation in late 1993.

Point Source Pollutant Loadings Trends

USS’KOBE Seel Company
001-This outfall originates at the Pipe Mill lagoon. Flows have been significantly reduced
due to increased efforts towards recycling the treated wastewater. There has been a major
decrease in the loadings of suspended solids and oil+grease as aresult (Figures 7).

*  002-The coke ovens that contributed flow to this outfall were shut down in 1983. This has
resulted in significant decreases in the loadings for oil+grease, anmonia-N, PAHS, and
suspended solids from this outfall (Figure 8).

*  003-Thisbhlast furnace outfall has had a steady to slightly declining flow rate over the last ten
years. The blast furnace outfalls are among the largest contributors of suspended solids and
ammonia-N in the basin (Figure 9).

. 004-Flows from this blast furnace outfall have increased significantly over the last ten years.
It isamajor source for suspended solids, Ammonia-N, and oil+grease (Figure 10).

*  005-Flows from the Bar Mill outfall have been incresing steadily since 1983. Loadings for
oil and grease and suspended solids have been increasing with the increased flow (Figure
11).

*  006-Thisoutfall servicesthe leachate treatment system at the dredged sediment landfill. It has

been in operation since 1989. Flows, as well as BODs COD, ammonia-N, and total
suspended solids have been decreasing steadily (Figure 11).
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from the USS/KOBE Steel 004 discharge outfall, 1982-1992.
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Figure 11. Annua trendsin COD loadings and flows for the USS/KOBE Steel 005
outfall and annual trends for TSS loadings and flow for the USS/KOBE
Steel 006 outfall 1982-1992.

Lorai

n -East WWTP
Flows from the Eastside facility declined starting in 1988 when the Lorain West WWTP

came on line and took over a portion of the flow originally going to the Eastside WWTP.
Flows have begun to increase though in the last year. Total suspended solids, ammonia-N, ,
TKN, phosphorus, copper, lead, and zinc loadings (Figure 12)and cBODs (Figure 14) all
mirrored the increasing flow pattern .

Elyria WWTP
. Flows from the Elyria WWTP have been steady for the past ten years. A $38 million
upgrade was completed in late 1988. Since that time, loadings for monitored nutrients and

most metals have dropped significantly (Figure 13 and 14).

Oberlin WWTP
. Flows from the Oberlin WWTP have declined somewhat since the City started a sewer

rehabilitation project in their service area. A $4.3 million upgrade was completed in 1988.
Since that time loadings for most metals and nutrients have been declining (Figure 15).
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Grafton WWTP

*  TheGrafton WWTP completed a$1.8 million expansion in 1988. Since that time, additional
flows have been directed to the facility as smaller package plants and treatment systems have
been tied into the Grafton facility. Two large prisons have recently been constructed in
Grafton and a possible third is under consideration although planning is presently on hold.
The WWTP may need to expand in the near future. Loadings of all permitted parameters
have been increasing steadily (Figure 16). This WWTP has had a major problem with
solids/sludge management. Sludge has been observed overflowing the drying beds.

Lodi WWTP

. A Lodi WWTP expansion and upgrade was completed in 1988. Mean flows have been
relatilely constant, except in wet years when flows increase substantialy. Nutrient loadings
have been declining in the last 2-3 years. Little monitoring information was available for the
years prior to 1988 (Figure 16)

French Creek WWTP

. Flows from the French Creek WWTP have been increasing as sewers are extended further
out into theservicearea. Loadingsfor certain heavy metals and total suspended solids have
been increasing while loadings for nutrients have been decreasing (Figure 17). ThisWWTP
IS under-loaded at thistime.

Wellington WWTP

. Flows and loadings for nutrient parameters have been increasing steadily since 1988 (Figure
18).
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Figure 12. Yearly average loadings for copper, TKN (total Kjeldahl nitrogen, TSS
(total suspended solids), phosphorus, and zinc with yearly average flows

for the Lorain East WWTP 1982-1992.
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Physical Habitat for Aquatic Life

Overal the fundamental habitat quality in the Black River basin is good. Very little direct
channel modification has taken place in the system. The greatest concentration of habitat
modification has occurred in the navigation channel (RMs 3.0 - 0.1) where shorelines have
been modified with cement and steel sheetpiling seawalls and the channel has been dredged to
approximately twenty-five feet. The lowest average QHEI scores are found in the lake
affected portions of theriver. On the other extreme, the highest quality habitat isfound in the
West Fork of the East Branch where gradients are high and nonpoint impacts from agriculture
are consequently least.

Most lotic sites in the basin display a well developed riffle/pool complex with a substrate
derived primarily from glacia tills (sand, gravel, cobble, and boulders). Some sites have
bedrock dominating the substrate (QHEI scores remained above fifty). Other sites, where
boats were used to sample, pools were quite long and riffles were very few. These lower
gradient areas (East Br. RM 24.6, West Br. RMs19.6 and 13.6) had increased sediment
deposition and lower than average habitat quality scores.

The most prevalent habitat deterioration was a consequence of substrate embededness as a
result of runoff from farm fields, especially in the West Branch (RMs 41.7-1.2) and East
Branch (RMs41.5 - 18.9). Most of the tributaries in the upper reaches of the East and West
Branch are affected by sediment runoff. Specifically French Creek Rm 3.0, East Fork East
Branch Rm 1.6, Willow Creek RM 2.9, Plum Creek Rms 3.3 and 2.9, Wellington Creek
RMs 13.1 and 10.9, Charlemont Creek RMs 2.8 and 0.5, and Buck Creek RM 1.0 all were
affected by excess sediments. If siltation and embededness factors are removed from the
QHEI matrix (Table 6) for these areas, the number of moderate Modified Warmwater Habitat
influencesis halved. If sediment associated impacts were reduced in the Black River basin,
overa habitat quality would be much higher.

Table 5. Average QHEI scores for thirteen relatively homogenous segments of the Black River

basin based on sampling conducted during July - October, 1992.

Sample L ocation: Segment Description

Sample Segment
Upstream  Downstream _ _ Substrate Location Average
River Mile River Mile River Mile Embeddedness  QHEI QHEI

Seginoent 1: Buck Creek

Segrﬁent 2: Charlemont Creek
2.8 0.5

1.0 1.0 Moderate 67.5 67.5

2.8 Extensive 70.5 727
0.7 Normal 74.5
0.5 Extensive 73.0
Segment 3: Wellington Creek
13.1 10.8 131 Moderate 69.0 62.0
10.8 Extensive 55.0
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Table5. (cont.)

June 13, 1996

Sample L ocation: Segment Description

Sample Segment
Upstream  Downstream _ _ Substrate Location Average
River Mile River Mile River Mile Embeddedness  QHEI QHEI
Segment 6: West Fork East Branch
4.1 4.1 4.1 None 75.0 75.0
Segment 7. East Fork East Branch
2.7 16 2.7 None 70.5 70.5
16 Moderate 70.5
Segment 8: Willow Creek
2.9 29 29 Moderate 725 725
Segment 9: East Branch
41.5 0.3 41.5 Extensive 54.5 66.6
36.8 Moderate 75.0
32.5 Extensive 60.0
24.6 Extensive 57.0
18.9 Moderate 73.0
11.3 Normal 65.5
10.1 Normal 90.0
6.0 Normal 53.5
52 Normal 84.0
3.0 None 63.5
0.3 Moderate 57.0
Segment 10: French Creek
3.2 0.4 3.2 Moderate 71.0 64.5
04 Normal 58.0
Segment 11: East Branch West Branch confluence to lake affected area
15.0 8.8 15.0 Normal 86.0 75.8
11.9 Normal 87.5
10.5 Normal 87.0
8.8 Normal 77.0
Segment 12: Lake Erie affected area of Black River
5.8 0.1 5.8 Normal 58.0 52.3
55 Normal 58.0
52 Normal 49.0
4.8 Normal 59.5
3.7 Normal 42.0
3.0 Normal 57.0
2.3 Normal 55.0
0.9 Normal 52.0
0.1 Moderate 40.0
Segment 13: Black River harbor area
N/A N/A 0.3 Normal 59.5 57.0
0.2 Normal 54.5

46



Table 6. Qudlitiative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) matrix showing modified and warmwater habitat characteristics for

the Black River study area, July-September, 1992.

WWH Attributes MWH Attributes
High Influence Moderate I nfluence
Key @
% IQonents %g a . % 7 & = ks w %é %
SRIERER RS N B
FEEZAE LSS T 2= o ! =
s I = ER R R i =
River Gradient §§§§§%§§.§§ % %E‘%%E 5 gaégggagﬁggg % = E
wie oue umie FSEESEEEEE 2 EZElE § BEiEREETA3E Z B B
(20-001) Black River
Year: 92
15.0 [ 86.0 370 EEEEEEE 9 0 0 0.100.10
11.9 [ 87.5 562 M EEENEBEHN 8 0 A 1 0.110.22
10.5 [ 87.0 562 @EEEEEEEN 9 0 A 1 0.100.20
8.8 77.0 400" EEEEEH® 8 0 A 1 0.110.22
5.8 1 53.0 0.10 m LI u 4 0 A A AA A 5 0.201.20
5.5 1 58.0 0.10 = EE En 5 0 AA A A 4 0.170.83
5.2 149.0 0.10 m u LI 4 0 AAA A A 5 0.201.20
4.8 [59.5 0.10 = EEE =nm 6 0 A A A 3 0.140.57
3.0 [57.0 0.10 = EEE == 6 0 A A A 3 0.140.57
2.3 /55.0 0.10 m E = == 5 0 A A A A 4 0.170.83
0.9 /52.0 0.10 mm = =m 5 0 AAA A A 5 0.171.00
0.3 /59.5 010 mmm L] u 5 0 AA AA A 5 0.171.00
0.2 54.5 0.10m =m u L 4 0 AA A AA A 6 0.201.40
0.1 /40.0 0.10 = E =nm 4 |e 1 AA A A A 5 0.401.40
(20-002) French Creek
Year: 92
3.0 71.0 6.85 mm EEEE L 7 0 A A A 3 0.130.50
0.4 [58.0 0.10 = EE E=m 5 0 AA A A 4 0.170.83
(20-003) Beaver Creek
Year: 92
11.0 [ 61.0 15.15 mm E mEEE § L) 3 AA A 3 0.571.00
7.0 [ 71.5 33.33mm EEEENE®N 9 o 1 A 1 0.200.30
4.7 [ 70.5 11.11 mm Em EEE 7 . 1 A A 2 0.250.50
3.0 1 68.5 13.16 == EEEE 6 . 1 A AA A 4 0.290.86
1.8 [ 70.0 7.3 mm EEEEmREER 3 0 A A 2 0.110.33
(20-010) East Branch Black River
Year: 92
41.5 [ 54.5 3.34 um EEE = 6 0 A A AA A 5 0.140.86
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Table 6. Qudlitiative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) matrix showing modified and warmwater habitat characteristics for
the Black River study area, July-September, 1992.

WWH Attributes MWH Attributes
High Influence Moderate I nfluence
Key @
% IQonents %g a . % 7 & = ks w %é %
SRIERER RS N B
FEEZAE LSS T 2= o ! =
s I = ER R R i i =
ow o JSi03ES0EC E JHgcE @ Fiiiniofones 3 2 S
mie oue (umio SEEESEEEEE g EZREE F GEREFREIiA3T Z B B
(20-010) East Branch Black River
Year: 92
36.8 75.0 3.06 s = EHENBHE == 3 0 A A 2 0.110.33
32.5 60.0 1.55 mm EEE L 6 0 A A A A 5 0.140.86
24.6 1 57.0 1.95 mm EEE L 6 0 A A A A A 5 0.140.86
18.9 [ 73.0 2.98 mm EEEE L 7 0 A A A A 4 0.130.63
11.3 [ 65.5 12.82 mm EEEEE 7 0 AA A 3 0.130.50
10.1 1 90.0 12082 s mE EE N EEE O 0 0 0.100.10
6.0 53.5 8.33 m EEEER 5 L 1 AA A 3 0.330.83
5.2 1 84.0 2.44 mnm EEEEEEER O 0 0 0.100.10
3.0 63.5 13.51 mmm u "Em 7 0 AA A A 4 0.130.63
0.3 57.0 21.74 = UL L 4 0 A A A A 5 0.201.20
(20-014) East Fork East Branch Black River
Year: 92
2.7 ' 71.5 30,30 EEm = EEE = 8 o e 2 A A 2 0.330.56
1.6 ' 70.5 21.90 mm EEEE L 7 0 A A AAA 5 0.130.75
(20-015) West Fork East Branch Black River
Year: 92
4.1 | 75.0 18.52 mEN E NN N B EE 10 0 A 1 0.090.18
(20-018) Willow Creek
Year: 92
2.9 [ 72.5 11.63 m m EEEE L 8 o 1 A A A A 4 0.220.67
(20-020) West Branch Black River
Year: 92
41.7 58.0 8.47 m nE L 4 L] 1 A A AA A A 6 0.401.60
33.3 84.0 14.71 um EEEEEEER O 0 A 1 0.100.20
25.3 149.5 3.62 mm u L 4 o 1 A A4 AA A A 7 0.401.80
19.6 [ 64.0 292 um UL L 5 0 A AA AAA 6 0.171.17
13.6 51.5 1.93 = CEL L 4 o 1 A A A A A 5 0.401.40
4.1 [70.0 352 EEE m mEEEEBE O 0 A 1 0.100.20
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Table 6. Qualitiative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) matrix showing modified and warmwater habitat characteristics for
the Black River study area, July-September, 1992.

WWH Attributes MWH Attributes
High Influence Moderate I nfluence
K
é—wﬂén t %% é B = §§ :
"BefZfsves £ 2y Bz ogElglf: 5d =
&a ' = o = L o i
QHEI (Umile =BS2BxwBEE E ZHBEE F SEFEREAZ EP: £ E E

(20-020) West Branch Black River

Year: 92

1.2 [69.5 7.14 mm L] L] 4 0 A AA AA A 6 0.201.40
(20-021) Plum Creek

Year: 92

7.0 1 70.0 15,15 "8 = = EEE 7 . 1 A A 2 0.250.50
3.3 69.5 9.43 mm HEEn L 6 0 AAA 4 0.140.71
2.9 [57.0 10.42 mm EEE = 6 o 1 A A AA A 5 0.291.00
0.9 [87.5 17.24 am E EEEEEEN O 0 A 1 0.100.20
(20-023) Wellington Creek

Year: 92

13.1 69.0 7.35 mm EEEE L 7 0 A A A A 4 0.130.63
10.8 [ 55.0 8.33 mm m L] 4 o 1 A A AA A 0.401.40
(20-024) Charlemont Creek

Year: 92

2.8 [70.5 16.13 = EEnm L] 5 0 A AA A 4 0.170.83
0.7 ' 74.5 8.93 EE EEEENEH® 9 0 A 1 0.100.20
0.5 [ 73.0 893 EE EEEENE = 7 0 A A A A 4 0.130.63
(20-025) Buck Creek

Year: 92

1.0 [67.5 13.70 " E EE N = 7 o 1 A A A A 4 0.250.75
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Macroinvertebrate Community (Table 7, Figures 19 & 20)

Black River Mainstem

The macroinvertebrate community was evaluated at 14 sites on the Black River mainstem
from RM 14.4 to 0.1. Communities in the free flowing segment (RM 14.4-8.3) upstream
from the Lake Erie estuary were evaluated as good except for the site in the Elyria WWTP
mixing zone (RM 10.6). Within the Elyria WWTP mixing zone, the community declined to
the fair range due primarily to an increase in oligochaetes, a pollution tolerant group, and a
decrease in the diversity of mayflies, a pollution sensitive group. This community shift was
an indication of organic enrichment. Acute toxicity was not indicated by the results.

Communities within the Lake Erie estuary demonstrated a gradual declinein ICl scoresfrom
the upstream sites which still had detectable current to farther downstream which was wider,
deeper, and without detectable current. Macroinvertebrate communities within the Lake Erie
affected area are evaluated using an interim ICl estuary criterion of 22. The communities
sampled at RMs 5.6 and 5.3 retained a semblance of the riverine fauna present upstream.
The declines in the ICl metric scores were best attributed to a gradual increase in lake effect
(i.e., lessening of current, more monotonous habitat conditions). There were no noticeable
impacts from adjacent landfills or the USSKOBE Steel 006 discharge.

The macroinvertebrate community collected within the USS/KOBE 001 discharge mixing
zone (RM 5.0) reflected the continued decline associated with the lake effect. TheICl at this
site scored at the interim ICl estuary criterion of 22. The community response was not
indicative of acute toxicity from the 001 discharge. However, thisis the first estuary site
where oil was observed in the natural substrates. Oil was evident at nearly al of the
remaining downstream stations. The community located immediately downstream from the
001 discharge was similar to that collected in the mixing zone.

The remaining two sites upstream from the turning basin scored just below (1C1=20 at RM
3.6) and at (ICI1=22 at RM 3.0) the interim ICI estuary criterion. These are the last sites that
have remnants of the upstream riverine fauna. The communities were predominated by the
midge genus Glyptotendipes and oligochaetes (aquatic segmented worms); both were well
adapted to the near lentic conditions prevalent at these Sites.

The communities downstream from the turning basin scored well below the interim ICI
estuary criterion (ICI=12 at RM 1.1 and 14 at RMs 2.0 and 0.1) and were evaluated as fair.
All sites were predominated by oligochaetes. The station downstream from the Lorain
WWTP (RM 0.1) supported very high numbers of oligochaetes (i.e. 24,193/ft.2) which was
probably due to increased organic enrichment from the WWTP effluent. The collected
community did not indicate a problem with acute toxicity from this discharge.

Zebra mussels (Dreissenapolymorpha) were present in the Black River as far upstream as
RM 5.6 where only afew individuals were collected. They were scarce in the upper part of
the estuary until RM 3.0 where they became more common and remained common at all
sampling stations downstream. They reach their highest numbers on artificial substrates
(111/f2) at RM 0.1.

French Creek

The community upstream from the French Creek WWTP (RM 2.8) was in the fair range
(ICI=22 & RM 3.2). Mayfly and caddisfly diversity and density were low with midges and
oligochaetes predominant. The collected community was of considerable lesser quality than
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the one present in 1982. This decline may have been due to the construction of an upstream
fly ash disposal site operated by Cleveland Electric Illuminating. The community
downstream from the North Ridgeville WWTP improved to the marginally good range
(ICI=32 at RM 0.5). The WWTP discharge did not have an adverse impact on this site.

West Branch Black River

Macroinvertebrate communities were evaluated at five locations on the W. Br. Black River
from RMs 41.7 to 0.1. The communities gradually declined from exceptional at RM 41.7
(ICI=54) to fair at RMs 4.2 and 0.1 (ICIs=22 and 28, respectively). The decline to the good
range at RM 25.3 (1C1=38) may have been due to a combination of lower gradient, nonpoint
runoff, and sedimentation. Further declines in the lower reaches of the West Branch were
most likely due to on-site sewer systems, nonpoint runoff and CSOs associated with
increased urbanization.

Buck Creek

. The macroinvertebrate community in Buck Creek at RM 1.0 was evaluated using qualitative
methods. Mayfly and caddisfly diversity wasrelatively low (EPT=6) whilethe QCTV (35.6)
was just below the lower 25th percentile of sitesin the EOLP ecoregion that attain the WWH
ICI criterion (QCTV = 35.7). The site was evaluated as marginally good.

Charlemont Creek

Macroinvertebrate communities qualitatively collected upstream (RM 0.6) and downstream
(RM 0.4) from the Wellington WWTP tributary were evaluated as marginaly good. The
communities at both sites may have been limited by nonpoint source runoff. Field
observations at the downstream site noted increases in attached algae, midges, and
oligochaetes which may have been due to organic enrichment from the Wellington WWTP.
However, there was no significant change in macroinvertebrate community performance from
the upstream condition.

Welllngton Creek
Twositesqualitatively collected on Wellington Creek had fair macroi nvertebrate communities
with alow diversity of mayflies and caddisflies (EPTs=4 a RM 13.1 and 3 at RM 10.8) and
low QCTVs (27.2 at RM 13.1 and 30.0 at RM 10.8). The community was assessed as fair at
both sites, but no additional impact was detected downstream from Wellington. Nonpoint
source runoff was the probable cause of the impaired communities.

Plum Creek

. Macroinvertebrate communities evaluated in Plum Creek ranged from fair upstream from
Oberlin (RM 7.0) to very good (1ClI=44 at RM 0.8) 2.2 miles downstream from the Oberlin
WWTP discharge at RM 3.0. The upstream site was not very diverse with 27 taxa collected
by qualitative methods including only two taxa of mayflies and caddisflies. This site was
limited by periodic intermittent stream flow conditions and possibly nonpoint source runoff.
The WWTP discharge did not have an additiona adverse impact on the community. TheICl
increased to 36 (good) downstream from the discharge at RM 2.9 compared to 34 (good)
immediately upstream at RM 3.1.

East Branch Black River

. Macroinvertebrate communities were evaluated at nine locations on the E. Br. Black River
fromRMs41.5t00.1. Thecommunitieswere very good or exceptional at al stations except
the two sites downstream from the Grafton WWTP (RM 11.2). The stonefly species
Acroneuriaevoluta was present at the farthest upstream site. These relatively large and long-
lived predators are usually found only in high quality streams. The community 0.4 mile
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downstream from the Grafton WWTP was adversely impacted by the WWTP discharge. The
I Cl score declined to 30 (marginally good) which was significantly less than the score of 46
(exceptional) at RM 11.3, immediately upstream from the WWTP. The changesin the ICI
were due to declines in the diversity of mayflies and caddisflies, a drop in the density of
caddisflies, and an increase in pollution tolerant oligochaetes. Other evidence of an impact at
this site was burned gills on hydropsychid caddisflies. This problem has been associated
with chlorine toxicity from WWTPs in New York (Simpson 1980). The community
recovered to conditions similar to those observed upstream at RM 5.4 (1C1=48). Septic tank
discharges were observed entering the stream at RMs 6.0 and 3.0. The relatively high
number of oligochaetes a pollution tolerant group, a RM 3.0 was probably due to organic
enrichment from these on-site sewage systems.

East Fork East Branch Black River

The macroinvertebrate community was evaluated upstream from Lodi (RM 2.9) and
downstream from the Lodi WWTP (RM 1.7) at RM 1.5. The upstream station had an
exceptional community (1Cl1=46) and consisted of a number of coolwater macroinvertebrate
taxa including the caddisfly Diplectronamodesta and the midge taxa Parachaetocladius,
Parametriocnemus , Polypedilum (P.) albicorne, Polypedilum (P.) aviceps, and
Paratanytarsus n. sp. 1. These coolwater taxa reflected the influence of substantial
groundwater recharge in this part of the stream. Also present at this site was the pollution
sensitive stonefly species Acroneuriaevoluta. The community sampled 0.2 mile downstream
from the Lodi WWTP declined to the good range (ICI=40). Minor structural and
compositional changes were attributed to organic enrichment from the WWTP. The stonefly
Acroneuriaevoluta was still present at this site; however, one specimen had burned gills a
possible indication of chlorine contamination.

West Fork East Branch Black River

. The macroinvertebrate community in the W. Fk. E. Br. Black River (RM 4.2) was evaluated
as very good. Seventeen EPT taxa were qualitatively collected at this site including the
stonefly species Acroneuria evoluta.

V\ﬁ [low Creek
The macroinvertebrate community qualitatively collected in Willow Creek (RM 2.8) was
evaluated as marginally good. Forty taxa were collected including seven mayfly and
caddisfly species, none of the taxa collected are particularly pollution sensitive. The
community sampled reflected an impact from nonpoint source pollution and possibly the
Ross Environmental Servicesincinerator.
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Table 7. Summary of macroinvertebrate data collected from artificia substrates (quantitative
sampling) and natural substrates (qualitative sampling) in the Black River study area,
August 12 to October 6, 1992.

Quantitative Evaluation
Stream Density Quant.  Qual. Qual.
River Mile (/f2) Taxa  Taxa EPTa QCTVb ICl Evaluation

Black River
14.4 306 41 32 10 35.3 40 Good
11.2 Qual. Only NA 32 9 375 NA Marg. Good
10.6(Mix zone) 489 40 31 9 320 28 Fair
10.5 471 40 41 10 35.8 40 Good
8.3 568 51 31 11 37.7 40 Good
Black River Estuary
5.6 617 46 18 2 30.3 34 Good
5.3 854 48 17 3 30.1 28 Good
5.0(Mix zone) 473 30 11 0 20.2 22 Good
4.8 1067 42 18 1 31.9 24 Good
3.6 2311 28 28 2 30.3 20ns Marg. Good
3.0 1708 33 24 3 32.7 22 Good
2.0 1061 21 11 0 23.0 14* Fair
1.1 952 25 21 1 21.9 12* Fair
0.1 5238 27 10 1 22.5 14* Fair
W. Br. Black River
417 297 51 50 15 40.5 54 Exceptional
25.3 447 40 41 9 374 38 Good
135 Qua. Only NA 37 9 37.8 NA Marg. Good
4.2 487 33 34 5 32.1 22*% Fair
0.1 384 43 22 7 34.0 28* Fair
Plum Creek
7.0 Quad.Only NA 27 2 314 NA Fair
3.1 401 42 28 4 314 34 Good
29 288 39 23 3 30.3 36 Good
0.8 255 33 33 8 34.6 44 V. Good
E. Fk. E. Br. Black River
29 256 46 42 15 38.9 46 Exceptional
1.5 526 46 44 10 36.3 40 Good
E. Br. Black River
41.5 908 46 49 17 38.8 48 Exceptional
32.3 584 55 42 10 374 42 V. Good
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Table 7. (cont.)

1992 Black River

June 13, 1996

Quantitative Evaluation

Stream Density Quant.  Qual. Qual.
River Mile (/f2) Taxa  Taxa EPTa QCTVb ICl Evaluation
18.9 510 48 32 11 39.1 46 Exceptional 1
11.3 941 47 47 14 38.9 46 Exceptional
10.8 1688 41 56 13 37.7 30ns  Marg.Good
6.0 1166 33 54 19 38.8 38 Good
5.4 880 50 50 20 394 48 Exceptional
3.0 1054 44 44 19 39.0 42 V. Good
0.1 581 46 33 13 375 42 V. Good
French Creek
3.2 426 43 32 1 30.0 22* Fair
0.5 263 36 29 4 32.0 32ns  Marg. Good
Qualitative Evaluation
Stream No. Qual. Qual. Relative Predominant
River Mile Taxa QCTVb Dengty Organisms Evaluationc
Black River
11.2 32 35.3 Low Hydropsychids, Marg. Good
Riffle beetles
W. Br. Black River
135 37 37.8 Low Hydropsychids, Marg. Good
Mayflies,
Midges
Buck Creek
1.0 41 35.6 Low Hydropsychids, Marg. Good
Midges,Heptageniids
Charlemont Creek
0.6 40 37.0 Moderate Hydropsychids, Marg. Good
Heptageniids
04 30 35.6 Moderate Midges, Marg. Good
Heptageniids,
Ferrissa
Wellington Creek
131 42 27.2 Low Midges, Fair
Oligochaetes
10.8 24 30.0 Low Hydropsychids, Fair
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Table 7. (cont.)

Qualitative Evaluation

Stream No. Qual. Qual. Relative Predominant
River Mile Taxa QCTVb EPTa Densty Organisms Evaluationc
Oligochaetes,
Heptageniids
Plum Creek
7.0 27 314 2 Low Blackflies, Fair
Hydropsychids,
I sopods
W. Fk. E. Br. Black River
4.2 44 38.7 17 Moderate Hydropsychids, V. Good
Baetidae,
Blackflies
Willow Creek
2.8 40 374 7 Moderate Hydropsychids, Marg. Good
Midges,
Heptageniids

Ecoregion Biocriteria: Erie Ontario Lake Plain (EOLP)

INDEX WWH EWH Interim Lake Erie Estuary
ICl 34 46 22

a EPT =total Ephemeroptera (mayflies), Plecoptera (stoneflies) and Tricoptera (caddisflies).

b Qualitative Community Tolerance Value calculated as the median of the weighted ICl for each taxon.

¢ A qualitative narrative evaluation is based on best professional judgement and is used when quantitative data is
not available to calculate the macroinvertebrate Community Index (1CI) scores.

*  Significant departure from ecoregion biocriteria (>4 I Cl units); poor and very poor results are underlined.

ns Nonsignificant departure from biocriterion (£4 I CI units).
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Figure 19. Invertebrate Community Index (ICl) vaues for the Black River
mainstem (upper), East Branch (middle), and West Branch
(lower) study areas during 1992 and 1982.
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Figure 20. Annual trend in the Invertebrate Community Index (1Cl) at the
Black River National Ambient Water Quality Monitoring
Network station at Elyria (RM 14.4).

Fish Community (Table 8, Figures 21, 22, & 23)

The fish communities of the Black River have been impacted by a broad range of
environmental insults. Habitat modification, industrial waste, municipal waste, agricultural
run-off, and failing septic systems were al documented in the system. Only the most
upstream sites (at the southern most edge of the basin), a short section of the East Branch and
one site in the estuary area were found to be fully attaining the criteria set for WWH fish
communities. Impacts to the community were extreme with several sites having indices
values that fell into the POOR range. However, none of the sites on the mainstem Black
River were degraded to the classification of POOR, a common condition found during the
1982 survey.

. One of the more striking facts that illustrates the dramatic changes that have occurred in this
basin is the loss of species. A historical review shows that eighteen previously recorded
species of fish were not collected during this survey while only four new species were
observed. In anormal survey of a minimally disturbed system the number of new species
records usually far exceeds the number of previously known species not recorded. Species
composition has also been disrupted. In the West Branch the creek chub (Semotiles
atromaculatus) was the most abundant species recorded followed by common shiner (Luxilus
cornutus), white sucker (Catostomus commersoni), green sunfish (Lepomis cyanellus) and
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blacknose dace (Rhinichthysatratulus). For the most part, these species are associated with
small headwater streams and are tolerant of most environmental disturbances common to
Ohio. An undisturbed community in this basin would have river chubs (Nocomis
micropogon) and hornyhead chubs (Nocomis biguttatus) dominating instead of creek chubs,
more hog suckers (Hypentelium nigricans) than white suckers, striped shiners (Luxilus
chrysocephalus) instead of common shiners, darter species (Ethiostoma sp.) more abundant
than blacknose dace and longear sunfish (Lepomis megalotis) instead of green sunfish.
Species composition in the East Branch was less disturbed with species such as smallmouth
bass, rock bass, greenside darter and sand shiner showing the highest abundantces. In the
mainstem, communities were comprised of both the tolerant and less tolerant species
mentioned above, an indication of the improved conditions in the area but also a sign that
more improvement is needed before full restoration of the community will be achieved.

During the 1992 survey of the Black River, four species of fish were recorded for the basin
that had not previously been recorded by Trautman (1981). The species were; smallmouth
buffalo (Ictiobusbubalus, a difficult to collect species which most likely was always present
in very low numbers), white perch (Moroneamericana, arecently established exotic species),
black crappie (Pomoxis nigromaculatus, stocked in local ponds recently) and stickleback
(Culaeainconstans, a highly localized coldwater species). This number of species record
additions is low for a typical Ohio EPA survey and is an overall reflection of the level of
environmental degradation that has occurred in the basin. A total of eighteen species of fish
that had previously been recorded in the basin were not captured during the 1992 survey.
The missing species can be broken into three groups related by their zoogeography and the
type of environmenta impact that has resulted in their demise.

The first group is species found in the Black River mainstem (the basin area downstream of
Elyria) and are mostly associated with aquatic vegetation and/or clean substrates. They are
longnose gar (Lepisosteus osseus), bowfin (Amia calva), northern pike (Esox lucius),
muskellunge (Esox masquinongy), tadpole madtom (Noturus gyrinus), silver chub
(Macrhybopsistoreriana), mooneye (Hiodon tergisus), sand darter (Ammocryptapellucida),
and sauger (Stizostedioncanadense). These fish were al victims of the historic excessively
high levels of point source pollution discharged. The first five were also affected by the loss
of submerged aguatic vegetation. The second group is comprised of species mostly
associ ated with the mid-sections of the basin (primarily the East and West Branches upstream
of Elyria). They are hornyhead chub (Nocomis biguttatus), river chub (Nocomis
micropogon), bigeye chub (Notropis amblops), rosyface shiner (Notropisrubellus), black
redhorse (Moxostoma duquesnei), stonecat, (Noturus flavus) and brindled madtom (Noturus
miurus). They were principally affected by excess turbidity and bedload sediments
originating from agricultural activities. The third group consit of the southern redbelly dace
(Phoxinus erythrogaster) and blacknose shiner (Notropis heterolepis). Both species are
normally found in small headwater streams with intact habitats and continuosly flowing
water. The 1992 survey did not sample the tributary streams that these species had
previously been recorded in and was therefore unlikely to record them. The present status of
their populationsis unknown, however both have shown declines on a statewide basis (Ohio
EPA 1992).

Black River mainstem

In general the fish community in this portion of the basin ison the verge of FULL attainment.
Most of the sites are at or near the ecoregional criteria. Two areas notably depart from this
status, the sites downstream of the Elyria WWTP discharge (RM 10.6 & 10.5) and the area
around the USS/IKOBE Steel 001 and 006 discharges, the mouth of French Creek and an
extensive slag pile area (RMs 5.8, 5.2, 5.0, & 4.8). Because the system is already stressed
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by pollutants and excess nutrients the fish community is aso stressed (a condition that exists
throughout most of the basin). Any additional pollutants added to the system will cause the
fish community to further decline in quality. The four sites in the USS/KOBE - French
Creek dlag pile area displayed some of the highest percentages of DELT anomalies recorded
in the basin (7.0 - 10.6 percent). The two sites downstream of the ElyriaWWTP (RMs 10.5
and 8.8) exhibited a predominence of tolerant fishes (RM 10.5 also had high percentages of
omnivors), a characteristic response to enrichment from municipal sewage.

Considerable potential for improvement exists for the mainstem fish community. Faunal
components that are presently suppressed include darter species, sucker species, round
bodied suckers, intolerant species and simple lithophils. Except for a few metrics at some
sites (top carnivores - RMs 15.0 and 0.9, omnivores - Rms 0.9 & 0.2, insectivores - RMs
15.0 and 0.9, and relative numbers - RM 0.9) al other metrics at al sites could show
improvement.

Both the IBI and MIwb exceed the WWH biocriteriaat RMs 15.0 and 0.9. The site at RM
15.0 is above the principal discharges on the mainstem and is located in an area of high
quality habitat. The site at RM 0.9 is upstream of the Lorain WWTP and far enough
downstream from the USS/IKOBE Steel areato have recovered. It should be noted that RM
0.9 istheonly sitein theriver proper that had submerged aquatic vegetation.

French Creek

West

Two siteswere sampled in French Creek to evaluate the quality of the French Creek WWTP.
Downstream of the plant (RM 0.4) the fish community did not show an additional impact
from the WWTP discharge and scored an IBI of 30 and aMIwb of 7.26. A strong impact to
the fish community was detected upstream of the plant (RM 3.2) at Abbe Rd where the I1BI
was 18 and the MIwb was 5.5 both well below ecoregion criteria. The fish community at
RM 3.2 displayed all the signs of atoxic impact. Fish were absent from the riffle areas and
were mostly found in the pools at the edge of the stream or in root-wad / root-mat aress.
Further investigation will be needed to decern the specific cause of impact at this site.

Branch

Only one site (Buck Creek RM 1.0, IBI = 42) in this portion of the basin exceeded the 1BI
warmwater criteria of 40. The downstream site on Plum Creek (RM 0.9) and two sites on
the West Branch proper (RMs 41.7 & 33.3) had IBIs of 35 which is a nonsignificant
departure from the WWH criteria; al other sites violated the IBI criteria for WWH.
Attainment of WWH criteria for the Mlwb was FULL at the most upstream site on
Charlemont Creek (RM 2.8, MIwb = 7.8) and non-significant departure (Mlwb = 7.6) at RM
33.3 in the West Branch proper. All other sites in the West Branch basin did not attain
WWH criteria

The overall status of the fish community in this portion of the basin is poor. The principal
cause of impairment are silt, turbidity, bedload sediments and nutrient enrichment. The
primary source is NPS pollution derived from agricultural activities (row crops and dairy
operations). Plum Creek is uniquely impaired by urban runoff such as sand and grit. The
most upstream site in Plum Creek (RM 7.0) is impaired by both urban and agricultural
activities. The extreme severity of the NPS impact at the West Branch sites RM 19.6 and
13.6 isamong the strongest agricultural NPS impacts recorded by Ohio EPA.

Plum Creek

The Plum Creek subbasin is less than 20 sq mi. and therefore only I1BI values are calculated
for the sites sampled in the basin. The four upstream sites (RMs 7.0, 3.3, 2.9, and 2.8)
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were all classified as poor with scores ranging between 20 and 24. At the most upstream site
fish communities are aready impacted by agolf course and an open pasture horsefarm. The
areawas silted and nutrient enriched as evidenced by abundant algal growths in sunlit areas.
Thethree next downstream siteswere all affected by bedload sedimentsthat appeared to have
originated from urban runoff. The site at RM 2.9 was in the Oberlin WWTP mixing zone to
determine the extent of any toxicity. No toxicity was detected at this site. The community
downstream of the WWTP (RM 2.8) was not significantly different from what was observed
upstream. At RM 0.9 much of the bedload sediments observed upstream were reduced or
absent. In response to this environmental change the fish community was much improved.
The fish community datafrom Plum Creek indicated that the Oberlin WWTP was not having
a detectable impact while NPS pollution from city streets, a golf course, and farming
activities was having a suppressing effect on the community.

Charlemont Creek

Fish community results from three sites sampled in the subbasin suggest a basin wide impact
from NPS pollution associated with agricultural activities. Differances in community
attainments upstream (RM 0.7) and downstream (RM 0.5) of the Wellington WWTP
tributary were indistinguishable. It is concluded from this data that the WWTP is not having
an effect on the community. Overall community performance at the most upstream site (RM
2.8) was only dlightly higher than the two downstream sites. Nonpoint source pollution was
the most obvious cause of the decreased performance at this site. In the absence of the NPS
impact, an effect from the WWTP might have been more evident.

Welllngton Creek

Only two siteswere sampled in Wellington Creek. The upstream site (RM 13.1) was located
1.7 river miles downstream of the Findley Lake dam and the downstream site (RM 10.8) was
located downstream of the village of Wellington . Although the community was impacted at
the upstream site, it was not as severe as at the site farther downstream (RM 10.8). Much of
the stream bed at RM 10.8 was covered with sand and the stream banks were actively
eroding. It appeared that most of the sediments had been derived from agricultural runoff as
opposed to urban runoff.

Buck Creek

The Buck Creek site (the most upstream sitein the West Branch basin) at RM 1.0 attained the
WWH headwater IBI criteria. Thefact that all of the headwater sitesin the upper reaches of
the East and West Branches had the highest IBI scores, illustrates the effect of basin wide
NPS pollution. In the upper reaches of the system, bedload sediments and rowcrop runoff
have not yet accumulated to the level at which an impairment to the fish community occures.
The NPS pollution load builds with distance downstream to the point that it adversely effects
community performance.

East Branch
Degraded conditions in the East Branch were generally not as extensive as in the West
Branch, athough in a few areas they are just as severe. Nonpoint source problems exist
upstream of Grafton and downstream of Lodi with RMs 32.5 and 24.6 suppressed to the
POOR category of 1Bl performance. Conversely, the MIwb showed al sites either achieving
or nonsignificantly departing from the WWH criteria. As discussed earlier, community
structure was not as severely disrupted in this portion of the basin.

. Fish communities in the immediate area of Grafton achieved both 1Bl and MIwb WWH

criteria. Further downstream at RM 6.0 the fish community was impaired. The impairment
continued at the next downstream site (RM 5.2) which had a lower IBI while the MIwb
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achieved the WWH criteria. The phenomenon of low IBI performance with higher Miwb
scores occurs freguently in areas of impact due to nutrient enrichment which disrupts
community function but does not affect the overall abundance of individuals and number of
species. Full recovery occurred at RM 3.0 but the community declined again at RM 0.3. The
decline at RM 0.3 was most likely in response to the large number of failing and improperly
installed septic systems between Grafton and the mouth of the river. This entire reach of
river needs to be investigated to locate the problem systems and have them repaired.

V\ﬁ [low Creek
The fish community at the Willow Creek site (RM 2.9) was poor (IBI=18). The Ross
incinerator islocated upstream of this site, and there may be an impact to the fish community
as a result of that facility. Also, heavy bedload sediments and large shallow water areas
existed at the site. The origin of the sediments appeared to be row crop runoff. Itisuncertain
if the principal cause of the impairment was the Ross incinerator or NPS pollution. Further
datais needed to make this distinction.

East Fork
The two sites on the East Fork had similar 1Bl values. One site was located upstream of the
Lodi WWTP (RM 2.7, IBI = 39) and one was located downstream of the WWTP (RM 1.6,
IBI = 38). Both sites had some faunal components that are associated with high quality
stream conditions. No impact from Lodi or it' s WWTP were detected in the fish community.

West Fork
The site on the West Fork was located upstream of the Lodi WWTP area. The West Fork
forms the East Branch at its confluence with the East Fork. Conditions in this area were
similar to those found in the East Fork with the IBI scoring 36 (classified marginally good as
the East Fork sites were). Though some NPS pollution exist in both streams, it was not
severe enough to cause the community to not attain the WWH criteria.
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Table 8. Fish community indices based on pulsed D.C. electrofishing samples at fourty-nine locations
sampled by Ohio EPA in the Black River study areaduring July - October, 1992.

Mean Mean
Mean Mean Mean Modified Index of
Stream Number Cumulative Rel. No. Rd. Wi. Index of Biotic Narrative
River Mile of Species  Species  (No./Km) (Kg/Km) QHEI Weéll-Being Integrity Evauation

Black River Erie Ontario Lake Plain - WWH Use designation
15.0b 235 28 887 35.0 86.0 9.05 40 Good
11.9b 20.0 22 1182 27.8 875 8.65 31* Good-Fair
10.6b 14.0 16 789 51.1 : : - mz)
10.5b 21.0 21 1318 17.7 87.0 6.8* 26" air
10.5¢ 17.0 17 471 65.6 87.0 6.4* 24* Fair
8.8b 205 25 501 14.2 77.0 8.2 31* Good-Fair
5.8¢ 16.0 22 316 108.0 58.0 6.76* 25.3* Fair
5.5¢ 15.0 21 391 116.3 58.0 6.46* 30ns Fair
5.2c 17.7 26 274 68.3 49.0 7.06ns 25.3* Fair
4.8¢ 15.7 21 374 106.2 59.5 6.5* 28ns Fair
3.7¢c 15.7 21 515 66.9 42.0 7.06ns 28ns Fair
3.0c 13.7 20 540 49.2 57.0 7.26ns 32.6 Good
2.3¢c 18.0 27 752 196.5 55.0 7.0ns 32.6 Good
0.9¢ 16.8 27 1001 67.4 52.0 79 34.6 Good
0.1c 12.3 18 780 127.3 40.0 6.8* 28.6ns Fair
Black River Harbor
0.3c 155 25 782 220.9 59.5 7.26ns 32.6 Good
0.2c 11.0 18 335 75.8 545 6.56* 31.3ns Fair-Good
French Creek
3.2b 11.0 11 555 10.5 71.0 5.5* 18 Poor
0.4c 17.3 27 460 35.0 58 7.26 30ns Good
East Branch
41.5b 21.0 24 863 83 545 79 33* Marg. Good
36.8b 19.0 20 692 85 75.0 8.05 32" Good-Fair
32.5b 20.0 22 490 17.8 60.0 8.1 26* Good-Fair
24.6¢ 10.0 12 653 65.1 57.0 7.35ns 25 Fair-Poor
18.9b 18.5 21 283 8.0 73.0 7.4ns 36ns  Marg.Good
11.3b 16.0 23 694 16.3 65.5 8.05 41 Good
10.1b 17.0 17 717 81 90.0 8.15 41 Good
6.0b 17.5 21 2022 7.8 53.5 735 27" Pr.-M.G.
5.2c 18.3 22 871 161.1 84.0 87 31 Good-Fair
3.0b 16.0 18 523 36.2 63.5 8.25 37s  M.G.-Good
0.3c 11.7 13 456 51.8 57.0 6.5* 29* Fair
Willow Creek
2.9d 11 12 1415 N/A 725 N/A 18* Poor
East Fork East Branch
2.7d 10.0 11 1745 N/A 70.5 N/A 39ns M. Good
1.6d 175 20 1261 N/A 70.5 N/A 38s M. Good
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Table 8. (cont.)

Mean _ Mean Mean )
Stream Number Cumulative Rel. No. Rel. Wi. Mean Mean Narrative
River Mile of Species Species (No./Km) (Kg/Km)  QHEI Mlwb IBI  Evauation
West Fork East Branch
4.1b 13.0 15 2129 8.9 75.0 7.6ns 36rs M. Good
West Branch _
41.7d 125 14 878 N/A 58.0 N/A 35* Fair
33.3b 18.0 19 700 9.6 84.0 7.6ns 35ns M. Good
25.3b 16.0 19 270 11.3 49.5 5.3* 29° Fair-Poor
19.6¢ 10.5 13 754 46.5 64.0 5.2* 17 Poor
13.6¢ 13.0 14 225 41.5 515 5.5" 23" Poor
4.1b 15.0 16 422 9.5 70.0 6.75* 24* Fair-Poor
1.2b 155 19 447 20.7 69.5 6.7" 32* Fair
Plum Creek
7.0d 55 7 188 N/A 70.0 N/A 23" Poor
3.3d 7.5 9 713 N/A 69.5 N/A 21* Poor
2.9d 6.5 7 597 N/A 57.0 N/A 24* Poor
2.8d 6.0 7 511 - - - - (m2)
0.9d 16.0 18 846 N/A 875 N/A 35ns  Fair
Wellington Creek
13.1d 125 15 933 N/A 69.0 N/A 29* Fair
10.8d 125 15 895 N/A 55.0 N/A 19* Poor
Charlemont Creek
2.8b 17.0 17 498 6.7 70.5 7.8ns 32¢ F.-M.Good
0.7b 185 20 1036 15.6 74.5 6.6” 33 Fair
0.5b 17.0 19 1171 10.7 73.0 7.05* 32* Fair
Buck Creek
1.0d 17 580 N/A 67.5 N/A 42 Good
Ecoregion Biocriteria: Erie/Ontario Lake Plains (EOLP)
INDEX - SiteType WWH EWH
IBI - Headwaters 40 50
IBI - Wading 38 50
IBI - Boat _ 40 48
Mod. lwb - Wading 7.9 9.4
Mod. Iwb - Boat 8.7 9.6
* - Significant departure from applicable biological criterion (>4 IBI units or >0.5 Iwb units); underlined values are in the poor
and very poor range.
ns - Nonsignificant departure from biocriterion (<4 1Bl units or < 0.5 MIwb units)

a - Narrative evaluation is based on both Mlwb and 1BI scores.
NA - Headwater site; MIwb is not applicable.

(mz) - Mixing Zone sample.

b - Wading methodology results

c - Boat methodology results

d - Headwater methodology results
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Figure 22. Longitudinal trend of the Index of Biotic Integrity (1BI; upper),
the Modified Index of Well-Being (MIwb; middle) and the
Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI; lower) in the East
Branch of the Black River study area.
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Figure 23. Longitudinal trend of the Index of Biotic Integrity (1BI; upper), the
Modified Index of Well-Being (MIwb; middle), and the Qualitative
Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI; lower) in the West Branch of the
Black River study area, 1992.
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Ot

her Wildlife

During the summer of 1992 terrestrial wildlife populations were investigated (as part of the
Black River Remedial Action Plan) by Mr. C. William Limpach, a private consultant. The
study was unable to document effects on mammal populationsin the Area of Concern but did
conclude that effectswere present in the bird populations. Limpach concluded that Great Blue
Heron populations were increasing while Yellow Warbler and Redwinged Blackbird
populations were “ severely” impacted. No conclusion was drawn as to the cause of impact to
the two species.

Trend Assessment

Chemical Water Quality Trends

Ambient Stes

Ford Road: Water quality data have been collected by Ohio EPA at Ford Road (RM 9.8) since
1973. Thissiteislocated approximately one mile downstream from the Elyria WWTP. Heavy
metal s concentrations declined in the mid-1980s after initiation of the industrial pre-treatment
program. Water quality trends showed a dramatic improvement following the 1988 upgrade of
the Elyria WWTP. Concentrations of ammonia-N, phosphorus, and TKN, have dropped
significantly. Prior to1988 significant exceedences of water quality criteriawere commonplace
Suspended solids and fecal coliform bacteria levels have held steady over the period (Figure
24).

Cascade Park: Water quality data have been collected by Ohio EPA at Cascade Park (RM 14.3)
since 1975. Water quality trends show a steady decline in the concentrations of lead, zinc,
copper, cadmium, ammonia-N, TKN, and phosphorus over the past 18 years. Concentrations
of total suspended solids, fecal coliform bacteria, and COD have held steady. This site is
downstream from the CSO/SSO areain Elyria (Figure 25).

Mainstem Surveys (1982 /1992):

The mainstem of the Black River has seen some of the most dramatic positive changesin water
quality of any river in northeast Ohio in recent years. These changes can be directly attributed
to the upgrade of the Elyria WWTP which was completed in late 1988. During the intensive
survey conducted in the summer of 1982, dissolved oxygen levels were below the 4.0 mg/l
minimum standard for five miles downstream from the ElyriaWWTP. The river showed some
recovery from RM 5.3 to RM 2.9 where the D.O. levels again showed a decrease due to the
U.S. Steel 002 coke oven outfall (RM 3.4). Readings approached 5.0 mg/l in this segment.
Dissolved oxygen levels recovered somewhat in the lower two miles of theriver. During the
1992 survey the D.O. concentrations were generally above 8.0 mg/l downstream as far as the
navigation channel. From that point on the D.O. declined to the 5.5-7.0 mg/l range, values
that are common in the navigation channel.

Nutrients such as phosphorus and ammonia-N showed similar trends. In 1982 the
concentrations of these parameters were very high downstream from the Elyria WWTP .
Ammonia-N concentrations exceeded water quality criteria in 80% of the samples.
Phosphorus readings were consistantly above 2.5 mg/l. These high values continued
downstream to the estuarine portion of the river where the concentrations increased somewhat
due to the multiple discharges from USS/IKOBE. Chemical results from the 1992 survey
showed the levels of these nutrients were much lower. Mean ammonia-N concentrations were
at or near the detection limit (0.05mg/l) down to RM 3.7, adjacent to the USS/KOBE Steel
complex, where the mean values increased to the 0.1-0.5 mg/l range. Concentrations
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increased to 0.47 mg/l at the mouth of theriver, just downstream from the Lorain-East WWTP
discharge. Mean phosphorus concentrations ranged from 0.08-0.24 mg/l throughout the
mainstem (Figure 4).

Heavy metal's concentrations al so showed dramatic improvementsin the Black River mainstem
(Figure 24). Copper concentrations approached 32 ug/l below the Elyria WWTP in 1982.
Concentrations declined steadily to 10 pg/l at RM 1.05. In 1992 the mean concentration for
copper was at or just above the detection limit of 10 pg/l throughout the mainstem. 1n 1982,
zinc values approached 50 pg/l from RM 9.8to RM 2.9. Dischargersin this segment included
the Elyria WWTP and the USS/KOBE Steel complex. 1n 1992, zinc readings were near the
detection limit of 10 pg/l from RM 14.3 to RM 8.4. Concentrationsincreased to 18 g/l at RM

5.3 and remained near that level throughout the balance of the mainstem.

French Creek

Water quality inthelower 3.2 miles of French Creek has remained essentially unchanged since
1982. Nitrate values were higher in 1992, but ammonia-N and phosphorus concentrations
were much lower. Heavy metal values were similar. Dissolved oxygen readings were much
higher in 1992 than in 1982.

Plum Creek

Water quality in Plum Creek in 1992 was very similar to data collected during a survey in
1987. Theonly differenceswereincreased dissolved oxygen levels and decreased ammonia-N
concentrations at the site below the Oberlin WWTP. A major upgrade of the Oberlin WWTP
was completed in 1989.
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Figure 24. Monthly sampling results from fixed monitoring station at Ford Road
(RM 9.8) for ambient concentrations phosphorus, ammonia-N, lead,
zinc, and copper from 1973 through 1992.
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Sediment Chemistry Trends (1982 vs. 1992)

Ohio EPA sampled five mainstem sites in 1982. An Ekman dredge was used to collect the
samples. Sites were located from RM 3.8 to RM 1.8 and at the mouth of French Creek.
Twenty organic compounds, primarily PAHs and VOCs, and seven heavy metals were
included in the analysis. Two organic compounds were found above detection limits, toluene
at the mouth of French Creek and naphthalene downstream from the USS/KOBE 002 outfall,
the former coke oven outfall . All other organic results were below detection limits. Most of
the metalsresultswere classified as highly elevated per the Kelly and Hite (1984) classification
system. Metals concentrations gradually increased from upstream to downstream.

US EPA-Eastern District Office sampled 13 sites on the mainstem in 1992. A core sampler
was used to collect the samples. Their survey areacovered RM 5.5 to RM 2.35 concentrating
on the portion of the river that had been dredged by USS/KOBE Steel Company. Samples
were collected using core samplers.  Samples were analyzed for heavy metals, BNAs, VOCs,
PCBs, and pesticides. Sample analysis was done at US EPA contract labs. Ohio EPA
sampled three additional mainstem sites, four harbor/breakwall sites, three sites each on the
West and East Branches, and single sites on French Creek, Willow Creek, and the East Fork
of the East Branch. Parameter coverage included heavy metals, BNAs, PCBs, and pesticides
at the harbor/breakwall and Black River mouth sites and heavy metals at the other sites. Metals
results are presented in Appendix Table C-3. Organic results are presented in Appendix Table
C-4.

Unquantifiable amounts of naphthalene, benzo(a) anthracene, benzo(a)pyrene, toluene, ethyl
benzene, and total xylenes were found throughout the US EPA study area.

Improvements in analytical capabilities and sampling techniques are a part of the reason that
these compounds were detected in 1992 and not in 1982. The 1982 samples were collected
using an Ekman dredge which scooped samples from the upper two to three inches of the
substrate while the 1992 US EPA samples were collected using coring devices which could
bore as deep asthree feet. Thus these results must be interpreted with these cautions.

There was little change in the metals results. Sites that were classified as heavily polluted in
1982 generally remained so in 1992. There was no pattern as to where the more contaminated
sediments were found. High metals concentrations were found throughout the segment (RM
5.5-2.35) The 1992 sample from the mouth of French Creek also showed highly elevated
levels of cadmium, chromium, iron, lead, and zinc. In 1982, cadmium, iron, and zinc were
considered highly elevated.

Fish Tissue Trend Analysis

The type of historical samples (whole-body and multi-species composites) and the lower
analytical detection levels now utilized call for care in making direct comparisons between the
1992 data and the historical record. The lack of historical analytical data for metals also
precludes comparisons for those parameters.

The number of PCB and pesticide compounds found in the 1992 fish tissue samples and their
concentrations have decreased from those reported in earlier collections.  Other priority
pollutant concentrations decreased from historical levels. No quantifiable PAHs or BNAs
were identified in the 1992 samples.

71



DSW/1992-12-8 1992 Black River June 13, 1996

The presence of several hydrocarbon compoundsin the 1992 samplesislikely dueto the lower
detection levels and analytical methods now utilized. These tentatively identified compounds
(TICs) were probably not analyzed for previously and thus were not identified in historical
collections.

Macroinvertebrate Community Trends (Table9, Figures 19 & 20)

Black River Mainstem

A long-term fixed station islocated on the Black River at RM 14.7. Sampling at this site from
1977 to 1982 found primarily poor community performance. Starting in 1986 the community
gradually improved until 1991 when an exceptional community was present. The 1992
sampling confirmed the improved community which was attributed to the elimination of
industrial discharges due to plant closures, WWTP tie-ins, improved industrial pretreatment
and decreases in CSO discharges. The 1982 intensive survey documented a dlight
improvement downstream from the fixed station into the fair range. This slight recovery was
interrupted downstream from the Elyria WWTP discharge which drove the community back
into the poor range. The 1992 data in this area documented significant water resource
improvement subsequent to upgrades at the Elyria WWTP. Macroinvertebrate community
performance was in the good range.

French Creek

The macroinvertebrate communities in 1982 were evaluated as good upstream (1C1=40 at RM
3.2) and downstream (qualitative samples only at RM 0.5) from the French Creek WWTP
(RM 2.8) with no detectable impact from the WWTP. The 1992 data likewise did not
document an impact from the WWTP. However, the upstream community in 1992 was
significantly degraded compared to results from 1982. Metals contamination from a recently
constructed fly ash landfill upstream from this site was the most likely cause of this decline.

West Branch Black River

The communitiesin the lower reach of the West Branch were evaluated in 1982 as marginaly
fair (1ICI=14) at RM 4.2 and poor (ICl1=2) at RM 0.1. Communities in the same area in 1992
demonstrated amodest improvement at RM 4.2 (1C1=22) a