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Errata Sheet for
“Ecological Recovery Endpoints for Streams Affected by the Meigs # 31 Mine Discharges during July-
September 1993”

This errata sheet (1) clarifies the monitoring schedule required in these segments, and (2) adds some
new “key” macroinvertebrate taxa, thought to be sensitive to metal toxicity in sediments,
to some of the segments in the study area, (3) - (5) clarifies sampling effort and biological
index calculation for endpoint attainment, (6) clarifies amphibian endpoints, and (7)

clarifies and modifies the procedure for counting key fish and macroinvertebrate taxa.

1. Clarification of Monitoring Requirements: This text replaces and clarifies the text relating to
monitoring at the bottom of page four:
“Monitoring will be required until final endpoints are reached for all organism groups.
After an individual organism group’s final endpoints are reached for two consecutive
years, the sampling effort will be reduced in frequency to a single macroinvertebrate
artificial substrate sample per station or two fish samples per station. After both fish and
macroinvertebrates attain endpoints for three consecutive years, the sampling effort is
further reduced to monitoring of key stations in each segment to confirm that endpoints are

being maintained until all applicable organism group endpoints are attained.”

2. Key Macroinvertebrate Taxa:
For Leading Creek Segment 3 (RM 9.1-15.6):
REMOVE: Polycentropodidae
ADD: Nytiophylax sp.

Microtendipes “caelum”

For Raccoon Creek:

ADD: Cyrnellus fraternus
Hydropsyche (H.) simulans
Polypedium (Tripodura) halterale gr.

Dicrotendipes modestus
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For Strongs Run:

ADD: Tanytarsus glabrescens gr.

For Sugar Run:
ADD: Oxyethira sp.

Dicrotendipes modestus

For Robinson Run
ADD: Tanytarsus guerlus gr.

Hexagenia sp.

3. Sampling Effort - Ohio EPA sampling guidance documents for collecting biosurvey data discuss
problems with inadequate fish sampling efforts (i.e., underestimating the actual fish
community biological integrity due to a poor estimate of fish species richness, abundance,
and variability of proportional metrics). While over-sampling is much less of a
likelihood than undersampling (i.e., estimates of relative abundance and proportional
metrics are not likely to be affected), the biocriteria were calibrated on samples collected
with a “reasonable” level of effort and certain of the “structural” metrics (e.g., species
richness) could be inflated if sampling effort is extraordinarily intensive. The 90th
percentile time fished for wadeable sites in Ohio streams is 55 minutes (median = 32.8
minutes; N = 3,648 samples). To ensure that IBI scores are not inflated by an extraordinary
sampling effort, samples where the time fished is greater than the 90th percentile (55.0

minutes) may not be considered valid upon examination by Ohio EPA biologists.

4. Clarification of IBI Calculations Based on “Minimum” Species Richness for a Segment - IBI values
calculated where the number of species in a sample pass are less than the “minimum”
defined for a segmentshall be used in calculating an average IBI for interim endpoint
achievement (being sure to make all low-end scoring adjustments). However, achievement
of a final endpoint cannot be certified unless the minimum species richness is met or
exceeded for each sampling pass in a given year. IBI values calculated with less than the
minimum number of species are not to be ignored in characterizing the conditions in these

streams.

Achievement of a final IBI endpoint needs to consider the influence of young-of-the-year
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fish (YOY) on index calculation. The achievement of MIwb endpoints will be considered
sufficient evidence that multiple-year classes for most fish species are present in streams
> 20 sg mi drainage. If conductivity precludes Miwb calculation in Leading Creek (i.e., the
IBI becomes the sole endpoint for fish) or the Ohio EPA determines that YOY fish may be
having an undo influence on IBI calculations (i.e., adult fish are in low abundance), Ohio
EPA may require that the IBI be calculated for certain sites in two ways:

1.) with YOY individuals included in the statistics and,

2.) with YOY individuals excluded from the data.
YOY fish to be excluded are fish greater than 15-20 mm (fish 15-20 mm should not be
collected at all) that are obviously hatched in the present year. By September or when
such fish cannot be readily distinguished from year | fish, they are considered juveniles or
adults and not YOY fish. To be considered usable for achievement of final endpoints an IBI
score cannot be affected by the presence of YOY fish more than:
1) the IBI is affected at control stations (e.g., Leading Creek at RM 16.8), plus:

2) four points (to account for natural variation).

Thus, for example, if in segment 3 of Leading Creek the control site variation in the IBI
with and without YOY is 4 points (e.g.,IBlyoy — IBlyoyoy = 4, + 4 points to account for

natural variation) then an IBI at an affected site where IBlygy — IBlnovoy > 8 points

would not achieve the IBI endpoint for that sampling station.

5. ICI scores treated individually for attainment of endpoints - Unlike IBI and MIwb values, which
are averaged to determine endpoint attainment, each individual, valid ICI score at a
sampling station must independently meet the appropriate endpoint. However, one valid
ICI score will suffice to demonstrate achievement of the final endpoint if circumstances
preclude the collection of two samples and the calculation of two valid ICI scores. This
supersedes the notation of a “minimum mean ICI” as depicted in Figure 4 on page 11 of the

document.

6. Clarification of Amphibian Endpoints --This paragraph modified and clarifies the required
endpoints for amphibians in the Endpoints Document. Collection of mudpuppies at four
sampling stations in segment 3 and one site in segment 1 or 2 is the stated endpoint. In
response to a suggestion from SOCCO, we have modified the designated sampling stations

for demonstrating the attainment of the amphibian endpoint in Leading Creek as follows:
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SOCCO has identified seven locations in Segment 3 that appear to have suitable
mudpuppy habitat. Once biological sampling demonstrates the presence of adults and
juveniles in at least four of the seven aforementioned sampling stations, then OEPA will
select four of these locations as the Sampling Stations for demonstration of attainment of
the amphibian final endpoint. The new Sampling Stations shall merely replace the
locations identified in the Endpoints Document. OEPA will provide both SOCCO and U.S.
EPA with notice of its selection in writing. Sampling Stations will not be redesignated

after such notice.

Although the Endpoints Document did not specify that adults and juveniles must be
collected in Leading Creek, this has been the intent with each of the other organism
groups (fish, macroinvertebrates, and mussels). Thus, we are clarifying that, not
withstanding anything suggested in Table 1 of the Endpoints Document, for this endpoint
both juveniles and adults must be collected at each Sampling Station approved by OEPA
pursuant to the preceding paragraph for three consecutive years to satisfy the final

endpoint.

7. Relatively Rare Species and Counting of Key Taxa - Upon recovery of the effected streams most of
the key fish and macroinvertebrate taxa would be expected to be routinely captured in
each segment during each year of monitoring by SOCCO. Some species, however, may be
relatively less frequently captured. For three key fish species, shorthead redhorse, black
redhorse, and silver lamprey, Ohio EPA collections may be used, in addition to SOCCO
collections, to determine whether these species have been collected in a given segment for
a given year. In addition, for the shorthead redhorse, the presence of adults will suffice
for determination of endpoint attainment. For the silver lamprey and least brook lamprey
the presence of ammocoetes is sufficient to confirm the presence of these species. For
purposes of demonstrating return of key macroinvertebrate taxa, all collections by SOCCO
and Ohio EPA at sampling sites within a segment in a given year can be used. This
includes any sample deemed invalid for the computation of an ICI score during the

summer/fall index period.
Although the river redhorse is a regular member of the Ohio River ichthyofauna, there is

uncertainty about whether it is a permanent member of the Leading Creek ichthyofauna.

The river redhorse is most likely to be present as adults during spring or early summer to
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spawn and/or feed on the mollusk community of Leading Creek. The existing endpoints
may be used to satisfy the requirements for this species (adults captured each year in
segment three of Leading Creek for three consecutive years). As an alternative, however,
SOCCO may conduct a three year study on the status of this species in Leading Creek and a
similar sized reference stream (that is also a direct tributary to the Ohio River). This
data can be used to show that populations of river redhorse in Leading Creek are not
substantially different from minimally impacted reference streams, and then, by
inference, from pre-discharge conditions in Leading Creek. Possible reference streams in
the same area of the state with similar drainage areas, populations of mollusks, and that
are direct tributaries to the Ohio River include the Shade River, Pine Creek, and the
Little Scioto River. The study shall consist of a search (visual and trap netting, fyke
netting or electrofishing) for spawning adults in Leading Creek and the reference stream
(similar effort in each stream) in late April and early May (the species has been observed
spawning in Ohio in early May at 16 ° C; Alban and Thoma, personal communication) and
a similar search for feeding adults during late May and early June. The earlier period
will coincide with the time period that SOCCO will be searching for the silver lamprey
in Leading Creek. The three year period will extend sampling until Corbicula and other
mollusk populations recover sufficiently to act as a food source. A short proposal will be
prepared by SOCCO and approved by Ohio EPA.
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NOTICE TO USERS

Ohio EPA adopted biological criteria into the Ohio Water Quality Standards (WQS; Ohio
Administrative Code 3745-1) regulations in February 1990 (Effective May 1990). These criteria
consist of numeric valuesfor the Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) and Modified Index of Well-Bei nﬁ
(MIwb), both of which are based on fish, and for the Invertebrate Community Index (ICl), whic
is based on macroinvertebrates. Criteria for each index are specified for each of Ohio's five
ecoregions, and are further organized by organism group, index, site type, and aquatic life use
designation. These criteria, dong with the chemical and whole effluent toxicity evaluation
methods, figure prominently in the assessment of Ohio’s surface water resources.

Several documents support the adoption of the biological criteria by outlining the rationale for
using biological information, the specific methods by which the biocriteria were derived and
calculated, the field methods by which sampling must be conducted, and the process for evaluating
results. These documents are:

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 1987a. Biological criteriafor the protection of aquaticlife:
Volume I. The role of biological data in water quality assessment. Division of Water
Quality Monitoring & Assessment, Surface Water Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Ohio Environmenta Protection Agencg. 1987b. Biological criteriafor the protection of aquatic life:
Volumell. Usersmanual for biological field assessment of Ohio surface waters. Division
of Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment, Surface Water Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 1989a. Addendum to Biological criteriafor the protection
of aquatic life: Volume Il. Users manual for biological field assessment of Ohio surface
waters. Division of Water Quality Planning & Assessment, Ecological Assessment
Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Ohio Environmental Protection égenci/ 1989b. Biological criteriafor the protection of aguatic life:
Volumelll. Standardized biological field sampling and laboratory methods for assessing
fish and macroinvertebrate communities. Division of Water Quality Planning &
Assessment, Ecological Assessment Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 1990a. The use of biological criteriain the Ohio EPA
surface water monitoring and assessment program. Division of Water Quality Planning &
Assessment, Ecological Assessment Section, Columbus, Ohio.

Rankin, E.T. 1989. The qualitative habitat evaluation index (QHEI): rationale,methods, and
application. Division of Water Quality Planning & Assessment, Ecological Assessment
Section, Columbus, Ohio.

These documents and this document can be obtained by writing to:

Ohio EPA - DSW
Ecological Assessment Section
1685 Westbelt Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43228
(614) 777-6264
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Ecological Recovery Endpoints for Streams Affected by the
Meigs #31 Mine Discharges during July - September 1993

Introduction

This document lays out the specific ecological endpoints that the Ohio EPA will use to ascertain
recovery of the biological, physical, and chemical characteristics of the streams affected by the
discharge of untreated and partially treated mine waters from the Meigs # 31 Mine during July -

Sample Stream Biota at Approved
Monitoring Stations (Fish,

Macroinvertebrates, Amphibians,
Unionids)

l

Calculate Biological
Indices, Compile Species
Lists

l

Compare to Recovery
Endpoints

All Recovery
Endpoints Achieved?

lNo

Examine Reasons for Lack
of Recovery (Prepare

Assessment Report for
Ohio EPA)

A

Insufficient Cause
Time for Discovered and
Recovery Remediated

Assessment Report and

Remediation Efforts
Reviewed by Ohio EPA

Figure 1. Processfor assessing progress towards recovery endpointsin
streams affected by the Meigs #31 Mine discharge during 1993.

Stream
Recovered

September 1993. These endpoints
were derived from pre-discharge and
historical data and also incorporate the
concepts underlying the biological
criteria in Ohio’'s Water Quality
Standards. Biological data from the
impacted streams will be used to
determine whether or not recovery has
occurred. The overall assessment
process is summarized in the flow
chart inFigure 1.

General Considerations

Ecological Endpoints

Attainment of the ecological endpoints
detailed here will be determined on the
basis of data collected using approved
Ohio EPA protocols for biological
(fish and macroinvertebrates, Ohio
EPA 1987, 1989a, 1989b; Rankin
1989), chemical, and physical data
(Ohio EPA 1992) or, for amphibians
and unionids mussels, generaly
accepted sampling methods supported
by the scientific literature.

Fish Communities

For fish assemblage data, a
satisfactory demonstration of full
recovery will be dependent on samples
(minimum of three sampling passes)
collected between June 15 and October
15 wunder norma summer flow
conditions. However, data collected
outside of this index period may
provide information which is useful to
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support a showing that recovery is occurring. This summer-fall index period iswhen resident fish
species comprise the majority of the specimens that are usually collected and when there is
evidence that successful reproduction and growth has occurred.  The ecologica endpoints
specified here do not require that each fish species be found in the exact proportions which
occurred in the historical data. Instead, we arerelying on the attainment of similar biological index
scores (1BI, MIwb, ICI) found under pre-discharge conditions which reflect the composite of: 1) a
similar speciesrichnessl, 2) arestoration of smilar structural and functional proportionswithinthe
assemblage, and 3) the return of asimilar abundance of all key fish speciesthat indicate thereturn
of environmental attributes found during predischardge conditions2 These key species must be
present as both recruitsand assexually matureindividuals for species where such distinctions are
usually evident (e.g., centrarchids, suckers, some cyprinids). Ecological endpoints are specified
by the individual stream and stream segments affected by the discharges.

Macroinvertebrate Communities

Requirementsfor recovery of the macroinvertebrate community will be similar to those for the fish
community and will include a principal reliance on biological index scores (1Cl) found under pre-
discharge conditionswhich reflect the composite of: 1) thereturn of key macroinvertebrate species,
2) therestoration of smilar structural and functional proportions within the assemblage, and 3) a
smilar taxarichness based on Ohio EPA approved methods as specified in Ohio EPA’ s biological
methods manuals (Ohio EPA 1987, 19893, 1989D).

Unionid Mussel Communities

Requirements for the recovery of the unionid mussel community will be based on the collection of
recruitsand sexually mature individuals of the species previously known to exist in each stream or
stream segment (Appendix Table 3). Because of the length of time needed to recolonize,
monitoring for unionid mussel recovery islikely to extend for at least 3-10 years or more before
attainment of the recovery endpoints can be verified.

Amphibian Communities o _ _

ODNR fish kill investigations and electrofishing collections by Ohio EPA staff documented the
presence of mudpuppies (Necturus maculosus) from multiple sites in Leading Creek (Appendix
Table 5). This species will be used as the indicator species for amphibians. Many amphibians
have declined in distribution in Ohio (Pfingsten and Downs 1989) and worldwide (Lohmeier 1990)
and the popul ation of mudpupﬁi&e in Leading Creek issignificant for thisarea (Western Allegheny
Plateau ecoregion) of Ohio. The presence of mudpuppies at each of the four locations in segment 3
of Leading Creek, where individuals (mostly dead) were collected during the summer discharge of
untreated mine water, and at oneother site In segment 1 or 2, will be the endpoint for this group.
Coallections can be made using traps and/or other methods as discussed in Pfingsten and Downs
(1989) or other relevant sources (e.g., Heyer et al. 1993).

1When comparing post-discharge IBls to endpoints based on historical and pre-discharge IBls, a similar species richness
should be present. “Minimum” species richness values for each stream or segment have been defined based on the low range
of speciesrichnessin a stream or segment. Although IBIs calulated with fewer species are “valid” (e.g., for determination
of interim endpoints), such IBlIs will likely be missing key species and thus, the segment or stream will not acheive the
final endpoint for that segment.

2The following species must have at least one specimen collected for each applicable stream preserved as a voucher to be
deposited at the Ohio State University Museum of Biological Diversity: river redhorse, shorthead redhorse, black redhorse,
longnose gar, sand shiner, silver lamprey (ammocoete), and least brook lamprey (ammocoete).
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Other Biological Communities

Although major impacts to non-aquatic species were not expected, the loss of the aguatic faunain
the area streams as afood source for terrestrial species (e.g., fish-eating mammals and birds) or the
transfer of contaminants to these terrestrial species viaingestion of water, aguatic organisms, or
precipitate is a possibility. Any reports about declines in these groups will be investigated, and if
needed, recovery endpoints will be generated for these terrestrial species aswell.

Physical/Chemical Considerations

Although the recovery of the biological communities discussed above will be the primary focus of
the Meigs #31 Mine restoration, achieving these ecological endpoints will be precluded by
inadequate water quality and degraded habitats, as was amply demonstrated during and after the
discharges. Therestoration of key chemical and physical attributesis a prerequisite for ecological
recovery and these will also need to be monitored. Ohio EPA will focus on the response of
lithophilic and psammophilic species to detect effects of degraded and contaminated sediments.
Attributes considered important include:

1. Sediment chemistry: Concentrations of heavy metals in fine sediments should be similar to
ecoregional reference levelsfor Western Allegheny Plateau ecoregion streams. Concentrations
can be compared to ecoregional reference values (available from Ohio EPA) as well as results
from upstream sites and pre-discharge results.

2. Sediment/Precipitate Deposition in Pools and Margins Pool, margin, and backwater areas of
streams should be free from significant deposits of precipitates and excess sediment —
disturbance of the substrate should not result in the suspension of reddish precipitates (i.e.,
those indicative of the past untreated mine discharges). These habitats are also likely to be the
most susceptible to ecological damage thus affecting the re-colonization of these depositional
areas. Recent laboratory work on these precipitates by the ODNR Divsion of Reclamation
suggests that dewatering of stream margins could result in low pH values (» 4.6) from the
hydrolysis of iron at the sediment-stream interface (Kirk Beach, personal communication).

3. Sediment/Precipitate Depositionin Riffle/Run Habitats: Reddish precipitates also accumulated
in the interstitial spaces between riffle/run substrates. The disturbance of the coarse substrates
resulted in “clouds’ of precipitate being released into the water column. Riffle/run areas should
also be free of “cementing” or “armor plating” of the substrate. Coarse substrates should be
easily disodged with only aminimal effort and not cemented together.

Time Frames For Recovery and Actions

This document lays out the ecological recovery endpoints for these streams. Time frames for
achievement of theseinterim and final endpointsfor each biological group aresummarizedin Table
1. Time frames for requiring potential restoration or enhancement options, based on a lack of
recovery, areadso listed in Table 1. A listing of potential restoration or enhancement options that
Ohio EPA may require if recovery does not occur, or does not occur quickly enough, is listed in
Table 2. Some of these options may be modified and other options may be added to this list as
recovery data are collected and the actions necessary to complete the restoration process become
clear. Any restoration activities required by Ohio EPA will not be “punitive” actions, but will be
designed to restore or enhance the long term ecological integrity of these streams. When final
endpoints are reached, monitoring requirements for an organism group will cease after a second
year of monitoring confirms that endpoints have been maintained; however, if final endpoints are
not realized, special studies may be required to identify the impediments to recovery.

4



uotissodap Aq pmsole sesIe aioisai puw asuwols
o1 paufisep sowmisnng tuatiacidit jeRgRy apads-oug ¢
stisodep pur a0y o [eacn ayads-ang ¢

I
o 10y sfuwr sood
IE JO 130 SIS [y .

PAIONO0

BXE] 89Y 1O 9504 «
sduer 1ood,

JON0 samaA [ Y »
viep sdreasip
-oxd/{eomsiy

I %01 uipim

(£ Tng ‘monnquosicy
Aaanbagg uo pasaq)

m:wﬁ wmumhzuw.vm ﬂxmrr s
sarpnis [eivads siqrssod Bunotiop PEST 'i¢
fAnsnuoys awIpes/orm pire melq jo Fuuoituon: pasesiouy -1 §9955Y 0y BiR(] SIHRNISSISR Y USSR Y Iagugna(]
OL PRIEYT 3G JoN g ‘apmpoug (opy 1w I suonde) wonmaoisay Funronuopy gunonuopy Juiiojiuoyy modpusy wodpusy g1
PLINDIY AL Vi ORI "W 0N sy snnodpug ity f Aimndy . 55988y, 85058V Wi s gy wsny wldag . Ingongy
sigoIns ﬁu.q_.nﬂ::w STAng
(o sdem) U0 SIS Apnis wioy ponedun uo sogts
PRUILE XD sossed Fuipdures Apms wog (sprnbjm FEGT CT
HOSESG pial] Eutingg suondp Funimutow POLOITUGY suonemndaod Buiysijonoage SARUSANEG [RISTHIAY) 134010
HOLBIOIESY 01Q1880,4 SRSy G mﬁ.ﬂo:.:oE Ydd oo g ANy . THAWNNINY - ueignyduay . 20y« | sopdueg jo S186 oMl ~g1 ouny
Furionuopy Pe6T jidy
Wed Wi JO [Baowy 1] Apatmagy . “alegy
swondo £1380may {S1988N ) psuey st SAFRIGINIIA U
HONIRI0ISa Y 1338 A4 splustup =iy duy i =013 A e
aBaeydsip 03 sonad UONIPUOY 23 swav S8 ‘qund
IWOS JT AISROIUB NS suedpua sapyse sdnoad lie 383 sansua o3 paudisap s Juronuow widy-Juoy  ampagas wo Paagayse
242 sjuodpus [euyy pue WLERUY 1 pIonpar aq s suanhay puv suoneanp uraonuow paggicedy  paypesy Jou aae sjuiodpua
ISIUL J SHOIE uonwieissy Furanbas 10§ puv suwodpud pearfojoss jo £19a050a euy pue wiau Juronwexs aog SRRy dully, -y apqmy

§§




spttodpus] 10Ut sodpuy 9661 "ig

BIR(y vle(] Jo soubusruppy | g fo soupuapiply | 1aquisoag]

(panqy 99g) uolRioISAL (9641) Funse jo Futzoyiuopy FUUGITIOR Furzonuopy 40, $5385Y/ A0 SEISEY o 01

Aovanjje pUR A1940091 U0 uepiadan $1303)7 UOTIRIONSSL I0Y)ing Aoy EESERAV S855% e | Ad24008Y [BIOL + | AI2A090% [RIGY o | 91 2QON

ajnpy

QMR KOG SWeIN S
0] pRuUIWeX (oo ‘sdeasy sueans pasedu ponedwiy uo sals

A3 P11 Fumingg $OHY = pauIEY UO SIS APRIS WO Aprus woyy (sjenbym 9661 ‘1

{£661) SUOJJT UONRIOISTY $n0TARI] Jo Aovajg pue suondy Juizonuop PRIOITUON sucne{ndod sossed Qupdes | soensqng [wOUY) IXK 0P

HONBIOISSY Q[GILS0 §8ossy 151 FULIOLUOK v 45 Do (i Apotren(y « | TUoLIRIODY « uetgiydury « | Fuisyonoe(o omp « | sopdueg Jo 195 sugy - -1 auny
Pol12a][oo PRI0D[[0D
satvads ysey Aoy 1V » ¥XR] A9Y || »
uonBIoISa quRg (g eep ofreyastp wep 28 reyosip
sAtpenb ngey -aidfironioiey axd/jeotioisiy
Jo wivadse Tope sacadun o1 siuswiosee suoz uenedu (e 3O 9501 HIM 30 g0l wyna
{{01 portiug (¢ 81 ‘vonnquusyq | (¢ Fu] ‘UonngIASI]
1oung) Jutpapour ‘Aienb aensgas Furacidwi jo asodind 9 Azuanbarng uo paseq) AouanbaLy uo poseq)
Wita juatiastinfues deiedimiqey via sseooud Kaaoo2r [[ei9s0 $80ULLY $oTRdg . SEIMYDTY BURL -
poads 01 paufisep suendo snd saoqe passnasip ssop Fupnpour (4D paseas (10D pounear
suotido fusweouwyus pie Goneie)sal preidsopim a1 ¢ WS Yord 10} HIBINS YO8 0]
‘sitsodop pue 2o() jo jeacwer aywods-mig -7 g spuroddpug jo 2,66e suiodpug 1o 9486 »

"$otpnis jetoads ogissod tAmaooal onjetq o S1IWY ouIWI9lep Buuonuop G661 ‘1T
01 ANSHUD TUQULPaS/IRM Pitw w103 Jo FULIOHUOML IR ‘| 843550 BIE(] BB} JUDPUISSRSSY JuPwssSAssy | IaQUEINOag]
O pAinarT af 10N g apnpout Aol oy § suopdy wonpiosa)y Furrojiuopy Fuuoirropy furzoimuoy wrodpusy nnodpusy 01

24mbay 1M VT 01O TR 10N 24V staodpusy joud fi Alaizengdy « SSRSSY e 59055V oty wi3ag . oMLY WiERg « | g1 100Q0190)
Swleas padsedu EGERE:
(-o19 ‘sdeay) uo S APNIS Wol paagduls uo §9118
Niopn pletd duingg PauieYD sossud Furjdures Aprls wory (spenbya SE6T ‘ST
SUOTI (Pa61) UOTRIOISAY suoiasig jo Adeaiyyy pue suondp Fuizojuop PRInTIUOA suoneindod Jutysiyonoatn | selensqng (PIoIY) 1340320}
UOURBIOYEAY AGISEOJ $$985Y 111G BULIOTUo v 43 oWy ] Apamnd) s | 0unmingy . aeiqrduy . sen] » | sopdumyg Jo Mg oM, - -¢y oung




URAO Wim vopriadoos ur suondo Bunpos 13pIsuos pue
uotssorddns jo esnes swumys 'PURGT 16U ST prustun §] 7
NG

s woneiodoos w ysuoido Fuiools mpsuoa pup passaxzddng
suniqydu e soysym dunExa ‘puncy 1ou sotddndpnur 5y -y
sapd ‘(saogy 2ag) uoneieisas {1 a41) Junsixs jo

Lawonyge pue L1oaosa1 uo Juspusdop $1105Ja uoLIoIEHI Loy

Furioruopy
Apaormengy »

WBSAL]
satoadg owog
Jo smingy
Ajenvag
uesarg
(satoadg
V) suney
PIUOLIY &
HIUS SIS Y
ntodpuy
CSFERT]
mx:t:ﬁb o

sutodpusy

o

0 pouvtaunyy
40 .E.w,w..aw\ -
194003y
jglo0y .

snaodpuy oy

Jo paurus o py

L0 S8RV o
Liza000y w0y .

synodpuy

Jousf fo axuouspnvpy
LD, SSIESY o
Liva009y upog, .

8601 1
aelelGh T
03

Y1 Rge)

H10M, Protg Ty
(9661) suoj1Y woHIoWYYy snotaslg Jo Komoyyyg pue suondy
HONRIOISOY 2(GISS0] §$055y JJRIg Fuoiuopy YdAT oty 1

Suiionuopy
Aamngy »

Sipnpy
QINMEBLY ‘¥ag
103 psunupyy

$OUT -

DIOIEEOT]
BTG ERT T

(o100 sdesr
poutie Yo
suoeindod
ugiquyduty «

swieans panedun
UG S APIIS Woy
sassed Bundues
Fuysizonase omy, .«

swivans

pazivdil uo sa118
Aprs woug (spenb fm
SOIRISGRG [RIOTINIY)
sapditie g 1o 195 ouy -

8061 ‘g1
1qo1aQ)
¢ sunyg

{snpy

$8 1UD801 10}
RUWCS) saedg Hl potjtoxds
v o silnooay SUOTIR 0]
ANGO prirann T punaj
im uoneradoos zsuonde Furioms sopisuos puw passaxddng o JUDUISS IS Y soddndpnyy spaodpusy oy Sitodpusy
suRiqidure [12 meym sunuLYas ‘punoj jeu sorddadpnw gy ¢ nodpusy SUIWETISSY Jo pouvvapappy | g fo FouvuI LY LEGT YiE
supd (eacqy vog) uotwimses {9661) Bunsixe jo Funorimo py WD IU] rrodpusy ACf S5AK5Y . AOf SEDELY Lagana
Adusiggo pur L1saoval uo apuadap s107)0 uonwIoisal Iaging Apormengy . s . g viiag o | Lisanday 00« | Lasaeday jmng 01 91 130
sunpy

o pretyd Sunng
{9661) stopg HONRIOISDY SHOIABLE JO Aowonly pus suandny

HOTRIOISDY B[GIsS0 ] $5388Y J191 Funoimopy W g oG ]

Fuuroy oy
AJIotrngy «

WY xag
10} patie Xy
891G .
PRIOTIUO
WBULININNY .

(*a18 ‘sdum)
pouey )
suonzadod
unqindwy «

sweans parredun

U0 SO7s Apigs wol
sassed Furpdures
Funsyonsaga omy,

suiwang

panedun wo sous
Apms woxy (spwab ja
SAMLIEIANG 1ROy
sopAUms 10 198 augy .

L6616
GO0y
-1 ey




TUSPIAY 5 feAlAIns vonendod o1 siusunpadun royio ou gt 4
310 J0IRDIPUL UV S8 O8N (sHSOpmapt snaidan) saddndpnur

1UDS3L]
sa100dg
11V 30 2intepy
Aypnxag
UNCO Yitm voneiadots w psuondo Funpols mpisuos pue Juasalg
uoissoarddns o asnes SULXY PUNGY JOU FUNIO2L SPIUOIUR §1 T {sotoadg siodpusy
NGO 1Y) suiuzay o
Gl uoneradoos w psuondo Juryools episuod pue posseaddas pruotun | fo souvuennppy sniodpusy puty snutodpuy A TAREY
sugqiydie (e 1oy1egm suliexa ‘punoy jou sowddndpnw 31 1 0ol JUBLUSEISSY AO.f SSISEY o Jo souvuspuiopy | pounyg fo omenapav 1aqwanag]
sud {oa0gy 00g) uonrIoSA (§651) Tunstxe o FUITOITUO N nnodpusy A1aa0day LOf $5D5SY = dOf SEFIEY - 04
Aseorifa pue A10a0001 uo [ueptadop suoj2 voNEIOISAE ] Apraamengy « DU [BJOY, o | AIBA033Y [EI0] - | A204020Y [RIGL | 91 10O
aapy
DUNTRY XOG SWeoNs
10} paunaExy (o1 ‘sdeiy) sians paredus patfedill uo s 0007 puz
Hiop Piotg duuing salg » pauiumeya uo §as Apis wodj Apmis wol) (sienb/a 6661 ‘¢t
(66'8661) SIICJJT UONIRIOISYY SNOLASL] JO Aovijly pue suondQy Junoyvop PRI HIGHY] suonendod sossed dupdwes | savensgng eoyny) LGO00G

UOHBI0ISAY 0[qlssog ssassy [Jeis Sunonuopy vdi ooy

Aparmendy «

wﬂwﬂ:mzhuuﬁ &

ueigryddury «

Fugsipoaoaga oM .

sepduneg jo 108 supy .

-0y ouny
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Table 2. Some potential restoration actions that Ohio EPA may require to ensure full recovery of
the biological communitiesin streams affected by the Meigs #31 Mine discharges.

Short-Term
* Removal of the WPA Dam.
» Removal of precipitate and floc deposits from streams.
Mid-Term

* Removal of precipitate and floc deposits from streams.

* Special studiesto investigate the impediments to recovery and identify

recovery/enhancement actions most likely to eiminate these impediments.

* Installation of habitat improvement structures to rehabilitate substrates.

» Site specific bank restoration activities designed to decrease sediment delivery
to streams, and thus, increase capacity of streams to remove channel deposits of
sediments (that could contain precipitates and floc).

Long-Term

* Specia studiesto investigate the impediments to recovery, identify the

success of the implementation of any short- and moderate-term restoration

activities, and identify further recovery actions most likely to eliminate
impediments to recovery.

» More extensive implementation of successful short- and moderate-term

restoration/enhancement activities.

» Establishment of riparian easements and riparian enhancement projects along

streams to speed recovery of biological communities though enhancement of

habitat features currently limiting to these populations.

» Consider, asalast resort, and in close consultation with ODNR - Division

of Wildlife, stocking options for faunathat has not recovered, and that does

not appear to be limited by any cause other than alack of recolonizing
individuals.
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Specific Considerations

Leading Creek Watershed

The Leading Creek watershed suffered the most extensive damage from the Meigs #31 Mine
discharges. Essentialy, the entire fish, aguatic insect, unionid mussel, and amphibian
assemblages were eliminated from Parker Run downstream from the Meigs #31 discharge and
from Leading Creek 0.5 miles upstream from Parker Run (where the high volume of the discharge
created a backflow of approximately 0.5 milesin length) to the Ohio River. Figure 2 summarizes
the historical, pre-discharge, and most recent (29 Nov - 1 Dec) post-discharge 1Bl data from
Leading Creek (a State Resource Water - SRW) to illustrate the minimal recovery in 1993 and the
amount of recovery yet to occur to achieve the endpoints specified in this document.

Essential to enhancing the full
recovery of Leading Creek is the 60
removal of the old WPA dam
located at approximately RM 11.0.

The dam, presently in disrepair, is S0

abarrier to the upstream migration

of fish and unionid mussel larvae 40}

(via their large river fish hosts). m

For example, the removal of the ™ 30 _

dam would enhance the survival of '

sensitive fish species such as the L !

Ohio threatened silver lamprey. 20 | __O__E;Zt_%'fsilharge
Thisspecieshasamulti-year larval - -4 - - PostDischarge ! A A

life stage (up to seven years) in 10 , . A LA
which it resides in soft sediments 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0

as afilter feeder. All of the extant
larval year classes were likely
destroyed by the Meigs #31 Mine

River Mile

discharges. A portion of the
adults that emerged during 1993

Figure 2. Plot of IBI versus river mile for historical, pre-discharge,
and most recent (29 Nov - 1 Dec) post-discharge data from
Leading Creek upstream and downstream of Parker Run

prior to the discharges are
currently in the Ohio River or
elsewhere, and will return to spawn in the spring of 1994. It is not assured that the substrates of
the impacted segments of Leading Creek will be suitable for egg development and larval survival
by that time. The removal of the dam at RM 11.0 would open access to reaches of Leading Creek
upstream from the discharge impacted areas for spawning of this and other species. Because the
majority of the best habitat in Leading Creek is located upstream from this dam, the recovery of
populations of sport fish, such as sauger and spotted bass, would also be enhanced. It has been
our experience that the recovery of streams occurs more quickly when repopulation occurs from
the downstream reaches; thus, the removal of the dam would speed the recovery process.

(location of the Meigs #31 Mine discharge.

10
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Ecological Endpoints

There have been 49 fish species, 162 macroinvertebrate taxa (excluding unionids), and 10 species
of unionid mussels recorded from Leading Creek and tributaries during the past twelve years
(Appendix Tables 1A, 2, and 3). For impaired segments of Leading Creek and Parker Run,
“Cumulative Frequency Plots’ of Invertebrate Taxa or Fish Species, that had been collected in
those segments prior to discharge, were plotted versus the number of samples and fitted with a
logarithmic curve (Figure 3). Species counts in streams, and other types of habitats, have been
shown to be related to sampling effort in a logarithmic fashion. To ensure that a similar species
richness exists post-discharge, based on similar effort, the species/sample relationship must
asymptote within 10% of the value found in pre-discharge data for each stream (Figure 3). All
unionid species, recorded in both the historical and pre-discharge samples, must be recorded in

post-discharge sampling (as specified on page 2) for recovery to be considered complete in the
affected areas of Leading Creek.

Monitoring will be required at nine locations in Leading Creek (Table 3). The specific ecol ogical
endpoints for determining recovery in Leading Creek will differ depending on location and
segment. The format for specifying the endpoints for each segment isillustrated in Figure 4. We
have divided Leading Creek into 3 segments or habitat types on the basis of habitat quality
(QHEI), substrate score (QHEI), stream gradient (ft/mi), and riffle score (QHEI) for the purposes
of gauging recovery. These habitat attributes are illustrated in Figure 5.

Ecological Recovery Endpoints

Key Key Key
Mussel Macroinvert. Fish
IBI MIiwb ICI Species Taxa Species
a 1. Quadrula 1. Acroneuria 1. Dusky
38 8.5 36 quadrula evoluta Darter
A A A > . A
1 L \ \ 1
\ \ N 1
I|I \\ \‘ N ‘\‘ :
Ay \ - \\ \
1 A \ N \
N \ AR \
Minimum Mean IBI for Y Minimum Mean ICI for N \ 1
sites in segment; 1Bl of 34 \ sites in segment; ICI of 32 B !
would be considered A\ would be considered N \ )
non-significant departure. \ non-significant departure. N \ :
N \ '
Minimum Mean MIwb for Minimum Species Richness S '
Lo I ; . Key Species/Taxa for each
sites in segment; Mlwb of by pass for Calculating 1BI; .
. , . . organism group; ALL of these
8.0 would be considered L’ for final endpoint; .
L / species/taxa must return for
non-significant departure. Pie not enupoins vy uemseves

recovery to be complete

X

a
more than 16 species should be present when calculating an I1BI for final endpoint determination..

Figure4. lllustration of the format for presenting ecological endpoints for streams or stream
segments in the Leading Creek/Raccoon Creek study area.
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Leading Creek Recovery Endpoints

March 2, 1994

L B e e e
y = 14.6 + 13log(x) R= 0.957

—O0— Strongs Run 3
Fish Species -
- ----90% Bounds

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
Samples

—O0— Leading Creek
Fish Species
..... 90% Bounds

y = 1.31 + 39.6log(x) R= 0.981

Figure 3. Cumulative frequency distribution

plots of taxa (macroinvertebrates)

or fish species versus number of
samples for Strongs Run,
Robinson/Sugar Run, and Leading
Creek/Parker Run. Dashed lines
indicate 90% of species represented
by the regression line.
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Leading Creek Recovery Endpoints

March 2, 1994

Table 3.Required monitoring locations for determining the attainment of recovery endpointsin
Leading Creek and Parker Run.

Macro-  Unionid
RM Fish inverts.  Mussels Amphibs. Site Description
Leading Creek
0.1 X X Dst. U.S. ACE boat ramp
[Segment | recovery monitoring]
1.8 X X 0.25 mi upstream of Route 7
[Segment |1 recovery monitoring]
35 X X Private bridge off Leading Cr. Rd.
[Segment I recovery monitoring]
6.0/7.2 X X Twp. Rt. 351 bridge or
Co. Rt. 12 bridge
[Segment I recovery monitoring]
10.3 X X X Twp. Rt. 41 bridge
[Segment 111 recovery monitoring;
historical site]
12.3/12.9 X X X St. Rt. 124 or ford adj. Co. Rt. 10
[Segment I11 recovery monitoring]
14.8 X X X Malloons Run Rd.
[Segment 111 recovery monitoring]
155 X X X Immediately dst. Parker Run
[Segment 111 recovery monitoring]
15.6 X X X Immediately ust. Parker Run
[Segment |11 recovery monitoring;
recovery of ust. affected areq]
Parker Run
0.1 X X At mouth
[Parker Run recovery monitoring]
1.6 X X Twp. Rt. 18 bridge

[Parker Run recovery monitoring]

13
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Leading Creek QHEI
100 L L L B L DL B

: T ]
- —o— QHEI ! '
80 — 1 :_
— 60 [ : .
L : . &
I I . (\C
O 40 4 l :
[ ; g
20 | .2 ]
0 -I L L L I L L L L I L L L L I L L L L I E L L L I L L L :-
30 25 20 15 10 5 0
River Mile
A Gradient = 26'/mi
U) 20 _' LA WL DL L L L L L L L L L 'I:"'I""'_
@ - \ —O— Substrate . .
2 s . - N -G_radient : -
c>5 15 _ . ....0--- Riffle | _
O ¢ ' -
< 10 F ;
q) B 1
= i
m S5F
T :
SR S

w
o

25 20 15 10 5 0

River Mile
Figure 5. Habitat characterstics and valuesin the four segments of Leading Creek.
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Leading Creek

Segment 1 - Ohio River Backwater (RM 0.0-1.0): Approximately the lower mile of Leading Creek
isinfluenced by the water levels of the Ohio River. The biological communities found here are
strongly influenced by the biological communities of the Ohio River and the backwater habitat
characteristics of this segment. Thus, the recovery endpoints reflect these characteristics as well.
Quantitative background data collected by EA Engineering prior to discharge was hampered by
equipment problems. Seining data collected by Ted Cavender (OSU Museum of Biodiversity) and
Dan Rice (ODNR-NAP) at the Leading Creek boat ramp provided information on key fish species
which must reoccur for recovery to be considered complete in addition to the other ecological
endpoints.

Ecological Recovery Endpoints for Segment 1:

Key
IBI Miwb | ICI Key Mussel | \1croinvertebrate | Key Fish Species
Species Taxa
30ta 6.6t 22t None None Channel Shiner
Longear Sunfish
Dusky Darter

Smallmouth Buffalo
Adult Spotted Bass
Adult Channel Catfish

TOhio EPA Modified Warmwater Habitat - Impoundment biocriteria (Ohio Water Quality Standards); these apply
to streams designated as Modified Warmwater Habitat; here they are being used as recovery criteriain lieu of
quantitative historical data.

a more than 13 species should be present when calculating an IBI for final endpoint determination.

Segment 2 - Low Gradient Lower Leading Creek (RMs 1.1-9.0): Upstream from the impounded
segment, Leading Creek has a very low gradient and has a historically high sand bedload from
previous mining activities and upland erosion in the watershed. As a result, certain habitat
attributes are either absent or present in reduced abundance (see Figure 5) and this segment will
have somewhat lower biological performance expectations, particularly for the fish assemblages,
when compared to the higher gradient upstream reaches. Thus, the recovery endpoints reflect the
reduced expectationsand are based largely on pre-dischargeresults. Macroinvertebrate community
performance, based on Hester-Dendy multiple plate samplers, should be able to attain the WWH
ICl value of 36. This macroinvertebrate sampling method generally reflects water quality more
strongly than macrohabitat conditions; thus, the high sand bedload and other negative habitat
attributes should not preclude attainment of the WWH ICl biocriterion.

15
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Ecological Recovery Endpoints for Segment 2:

Key
IBI Miwb | ICl Key Mussel |\ roinvertebrate | Key Fish Species
Species Taxa
34+a 8.0a 368 None Acroneuriaevoluta | Sand Shiner

Orconectes sanbornii | Channel Shiner
Polycentropodidae Silverjaw Minnow
Hydropsychidae Longear Sunfish
Blackside Darter
Dusky Darter
Logperch

Golden Redhorse

¥Based on pre-discharge datain Appendix Table 4

a estimated value

8ICl biocriterion for WWH in WAP ecoregion,

amore than 13 species should be present when calculating an I1BI for final endpoint determination.

The key macroinvertebrate taxa include Acroneuriaevoluta, a perlid stonefly with a multi-year
larval stage, the crayfish Orconectessanbornii , and caddisflies from the families Polycentro-
podidae (Polycentropus and Nyctiophylax) and Hydropsychidae (Cheumatopsyche and
Hydropsyche). All were collected by Ohio EPA prior to the discharge and will need to befoundin
order for recovery to be considered complete (in addition to attainment of the biological criteria).

Segment 3 -Middle Leading Creek (RM 9.1-15.6): Much of the middle section of Leading Creek
(below Parker Run to RM 9.0) has sufficient gradient to ameliorate the effects of the high sand
bedload and has relatively high quality habitat. These are the most ecologically diverse segments
of Leading Creek and the location of the highest number of sensitive fish species and the highest
populations of unionid mussels. Historical datafrom this segment of Leading Creek indicates that
popul ations of sensitive species were resident here, including Ohio threatened and special concern
species such as silver lamprey, river redhorse, and sand darter. The biological index scores at sites
both upstream and downstream from Paker Run (segments 2 and 3) indicated marginal attainment
(i.e., index scores in non-significant departure from the biocriteria), partial attainment, and even
non-attainment of the WWH criteria (Appendix Table 4). The most recent coordinated subbasin
survey (Ohio EPA 1991) indicated full WWH attainment upstream and partial attainment
downstream from Parker Run. Thisindicates that some impairment of the WWH use designation
existed prior to the discharge of untreated and partialy treated mine waters from Meigs #31,
although the impairment after the discharge was much more severe.

16
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Ecological Recovery Endpoints ¥for Segment 3:
K
Bl | Miwb | ICI Y Macro nvertebrate | Key Fish Species
Taxa
38ta 8.0a 368 Wabash pigtoe Acroneuriaevoluta | Silver Lamprey b
fatmucket Orconectes sanbornii | River Redhorse
pink heelsplitter Polycentropodidae Shorthead Redhorse
plain pocketbook Hydropsychidae Black Redhorse
cylindrical papershell N. Hog Sucker
giant floater Sand Shiner
white heel splitter Redfin Shiner
fragile papershell Longnose Gar
mapleleaf Spotted Bass
squawfoot Longear Sunfish
Fantail Darter
Blackside Darter
Logperch

¥ Mudpuppies must be found all sitesin this segment where found by ODNR during the fish kill (Appendix
Table 5) and at one location in segment 1 or 2 of Leading Creek.

¥Based on pre-discharge datain Appendix Table 4
a estimated value
8ICl biocriterion for WWH in WAP ecoregion,
amore than 16 species should be present when calculating an IBI for final endpoint determination.
b adults can be collected during the spring, ammocoetes during spring or summer.

Parker Run

Parker Run was the initial receiving stream for the untreated Meigs Mine discharges. Because of
itssmall size and the high discharge flow, problemswith buildup from iron-laden precipitates was
less serious of a problem than in Leading Creek where deposition was greater. However, like
Leading Creek, the aquatic fauna was completely eliminated because of the acutely toxic
discharges. Pre-discharge sampling in 1993 revealed full attainment of the IBI biocriterion. Thus,
the recovery endpoints for Parker Run reflect attainment of the WWH biocriteria for the Western
Allegheny Plateau ecoregion.

Ecological Recovery Endpoints for Parker Run:

Key .Key . .
IBI MIwb ICl Mussel Species Macr0|_|r_1vertebrate Key Fish Species
axa
44ta N.A. 368 None Acroneuria evoluta Blacknose Dace

S0. Redbelly Dace
Slverjaw Minnow
Fantail Darter

¥Based on pre-discharge datain Appendix Table 4
§1Cl biocriterion for WWH in WAP ecoregion;
amore than 12 species should be present when calculating an I1BI for final endpoint determination.

17
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Raccoon Creek Watershed

The Raccoon Creek watershed received a lesser amount of untreated mine discharge waters than
Leadigg Creek. Historic and pre-discharge species/taxa collected in Raccoon Creek and the
affected tributaries are listed in Appendix Tables 1-B, 2, and 3. Although afish kill was reported
from Raccoon Creek between Strongs Run and Robinson Run, the stream was not impacted as
severely as Leading Creek. Severa of the smaller tributaries, however, were impacted quite
severely. Impairment of the WWH aquatic life use was evident prior to the Meigs #31 Mine
discharges. However, impairment was not severe in Raccoon Creek as evidenced by IBI scoresin
the mid 30’ sand I Cl scoresindicative of near exceptiona performance (Appendix Table 4).

Raccoon Creek

The results obtained by the 1990 survey (Ohio EPA 1991) indicate that aguatic community

recovery from the previous severely impaired status has been considerable. Thus, the threat

imposed by the untreated mine discharges was substantial. The recovery endpoints for Raccoon

Creek reflect the accomplishments of the accumulated efforts of surface and underground mine

[regtl) ?mff\tion in the watershed. Required monitoring stations for ascertaining recovery arelisted in
ed.

Ecological Recovery Endpoints for Raccoon Creek:
Key
IBI Miwb | ICl Key Mussel | \1rroinvertebrate | Key Fish Species
Species Taxa
32ta 6.5% Greater | pink heelsplitter Cheumatopsyche sp. | Golden Redhorse
of 368 or | fragile papershell Senacron sp. N. Hog Sucker
ICl at RM Stenonema sp. iF()jOtlttegpSltjtcelfjerB
| hi ) u (0] ass
501 gggzlcs 1asp Longear Sunfish
P Warmouth
Dusky Darter
Blackside Darter
Grass Pickerel
}Based on pre-discharge datain Appendix Table 4
8ICl biocriterion for WWH in WAP ecoregion,
amore than 13 species should be present when calculating an IBI for final endpoint determination.

Srongs Run

Strongs Run, a State Resource Water, was severely impaired by the Meigs #31 Mine untreated
discharge water with pH values as low as 2.1 S.U. resulting in a complete kill of aquatic life.
Historical data, pre-discharge collections, and, to alesser extent, collectionsin the nearby Flatlick
Creek provided reliable sources of endpoint information. Curves of fish species and
macroinvertebrate taxa vs. sampling effort were dervied for Strongs Run and are illustrated in
Figure 3. To ensure that a similar species richness exists post-discharge, based on similar effort,
the species or taxa/sample relationship must asymptote within 10% of the value found in pre-
discharge data for each stream (Figure 3).

18
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Ecological Recovery Endpoints for Srongs Run:
Key
Key M . . .
IBI MIwb ICl Y I-JSEI Macroinvertebrate | Key Fish Species
Species
Taxa
34ta N. A. 368 None Centroptilum sp. Least Brook Lamprey
Senacron sp. Longear Sunfish
Senonema femoratum | So. Redbelly Dace
Caenissp Dusky Darter
Cheumatopsyche sp.

¥Based on pre-discharge datain Appendix Table 4
8|Cl biocriterion for WWH in WAP ecoregion;
amore than 11 species should be present when calculating an IBI for final endpoint determination.

Table 4.Required monitoring stations for determining the attainment of recovery endpoints in
Raccoon Creek, Strongs Run, Sugar Run, and Robinson Run.

Macro- Unionid
RM Fish inverts. Mussels Site Description
Raccoon Creek
42.3 X McGhee Rd. (dst. Strongs Run
ust. Robinson Runlg2 )
[Monitor Strongs Run discharge,
1993 fish kill]
40.1-39.9 X X D<. Vinton Dam
[Monitor Strongs Run and
Robinson Run discharge]
29.9 or 28.9 X X near Bob Evans Farms
[Monitor far-field effects of
discharge]
Strongs Run
0.6 X X Adney Rd. [Strongs Run recovery
monitoring location]
150r22 X X Co.Rt.2Wor Co. Rt. IW .
[Strongs Run recovery monitoring
site]
Sugar Run )
0.1o0r0.6 X X Keesee Rd. or Driveway of
Mr. Smith [Sugar Run recovery
monitoring sSite]
Robinson Run _
15 X X Ust. Sugar Run [Robinson Run
recovery monitoring site]
0.2 X X St. Rt. 325 [Raobinson Run

recovery monitoring site]
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Sugar Run

Although Sugar Run received untreated mine discharge water with high levels of suspended and
dissolved solids, the aquatic life kill was partial. Fish were present during all post-discharge
collections. Pre-discharge data was lacking, thus, recovery endpoints are based largely on the
ecoregional biocriteria

Ecological Recovery Endpoints for Sugar Run:

Key
B