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QUESTION: What  are  the  various  response  requirements  for  ground  water  in 

voluntary actions? 

 
BACKGROUND: The following flow charts have been developed to aid Volunteers in 

determining appropriate response requirements for ground water. 
Past versions of OAC 3745-300-10 included versions of these flow 
charts to guide volunteers through rule requirements. The flow charts 
were removed from the 2009 rules and included in this guidance to 
comply with Joint Committee on Rule Review requirements. 

 
ANSWER:  Ground water response requirement flow charts have been updated 

and included in this guidance for use at voluntary action properties. 
The flow charts explain the ground water classification and ground 
water response requirements in rule OAC 3745-300-10. The first flow 
chart depicts the process for classifying ground water. The 
classification of ground water underlying the property, in some 
situations, may be determined without answering every question 
presented in the flow chart. It is important to note that this flow chart 
does not present all criteria and requirements that may be necessary 
to properly classify the ground water. Refer to paragraphs (A) and (B) 
of rule 3745-300-10 and paragraphs (F)(6) through (F)(8) of rule 3745- 
300-07 for applicable portions of the rules for classifying ground water. 
The second flow chart depicts which response requirements apply to 
ground water based upon its classification and whether or not the 
property is within an urban setting designation. The flow charts are 
provided as guidance only and may not be relied on to determine 
applicable standards for the property. 

OHIO EPA 

CONTACT: For any questions concerning this issue, please contact the VAP 
central office at (614) 644-2924. 
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Is the ground
water part of a
Sole Source

Aquifer? 

Is the ground water in a
consolidated formation? 

Is the ground water
capable of yielding over
100 gallons per minute? 

Does the ground water
have a natural total

dissolved content over
3000 mg/L? 

  Ground water is 
Critical Resource 

 

NO 

 Ground water is 
Critical Resource 

 

 

Ground water 
is Class B 

 

 

GROUND WATER CLASSIFICATION FLOW CHART 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Is the ground water being used
by a public water supply and is

it in a drinking water source
protection area? 

 
Ground water is 
Critical Resource 

N
O 

Does the ground water
yield at least 3 gpm? 

Is the entire ground water
zone wholly contained within

15 feet of the ground surface? 

Does the ground water
yield at least 0.1 gpm? 

Is there another ground water zone
beneath the property that is a likely

source of potable water? 
 

[Note: The zone used for
comparison must yield at least 3
gpm and have at least twice the

yield as the zone being classified.
See rule 3745-300-07(F)(7)(d) and

3745-300-10(B)(2)(c)(i).] 

 Ground water 
is Class A 

 

  Ground water 
is Class B 

 NO 

Ground water is 
Class B 

  Ground water 
is Class A 
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GROUND WATER RESPONSE REQUIREMENTS FLOW CHART 
 

 

Ground water standards do
not apply. Address as soil. 

Protection of ground water
applies. See paragraph (D)

of rule 3745-300-10 and
paragraphs (F)(2) and (F)(3)

of rule 3745-300-07. 

See paragraph (E)(2)
of rule 3745-300-10

for response
requirements. 

See paragraph (E)(3)
of rule 3745-300-10

for response
requirements 

See paragraph (E)(4)
of rule 3745-300-10

for response
requirements 

See paragraph (E)(5)
of rule 3745-300-10

for response
requirements 

Ground Water is Class B.
[See paragraph (B)(3) of rule

3745-300-10] 

See paragraph (E)(6) of
rule 3745-300-10 for

response requirements 

Is the water in the 
zone ground water as
defined by rule 3745-

300-01? 

N
O 

 

Does the ground 
water contain

chemicals of concern
above unrestricted

potable use? 

NO 

 

Does the ground water 
meet the criteria for

critical resource
ground water? 

[See paragraph (B)(1) of
rule 3745-300-10] 

 
Is the property 
within an USD?
[See paragraph 

(C) of rule
 

N
O 

N
O 

 

Does the ground 
water meet the

criteria for Class A
ground water? [See
paragraph (B)(2) of
rule 3745-300-10] 

 
Is the property within 

an urban setting
designation? 

[See paragraph (C)
of rule 3745-300-10] 

N
O 

 

NO 


