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ARCHIVE: Archived because revisions made to VAP rules in 2002 in OAC Chapter
3745-300 render inaccurate the rule citations in this document
(technical content remains accurate under the 1996 VAP rules).  Refer
to VA30007.03.008 for the updated document. 

OHIO EPA

DIVISION OF EMERGENCY AND REMEDIAL RESPONSE

VOLUNTARY ACTION PROGRAM

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #3:
Biasing Sampling to Areas of Highest

Yield
                                                                     
PURPOSE

This series of fact sheets is intended to provide guidance regarding the Agency’s
position concerning the interpretation of certain Voluntary Action Program (VAP)
rule requirements.  The information provided within these documents is based upon
Agency evaluation of several VAP no further action letters submitted with the intent
of obtaining a covenant not to sue as well as assistance provided for several VAP
technical assistance projects.

QUESTION
When utilizing yield to define or classify ground water, Ohio Administrative Code
(OAC) 3745-300-07 (D)(6)(b) requires that the volunteer/certified professional (CP)
bias the sampling locations to areas of highest yield. How should the requirement
to bias yield testing locations to the area of highest yield be interpreted and does
this also apply to hydraulic conductivity?

ANSWER
A volunteer is required, at a minimum, to test yields in the highest yielding area.  It
does not mean that all tests have to be in the area of highest yield, only some of
them.  A significant amount of investigation might be required to simply identify the
area of highest yield.  If a lot of investigation has been done, all of the data available
should be used to arrive at a yield that is generally representative of the saturated
zone.
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This requirement gives volunteers the option of limiting the testing locations to the
area of highest yield, regardless of where on the property it is, and using the
resulting yields to classify the ground water.  To implement this, the CP/volunteer
should conduct the testing in areas where the boring data indicate the zone is the
thickest and coarsest grained.

The rule requirement to bias to the area of highest yield does not apply to hydraulic
conductivity determinations. However, a CP/volunteer have this option available if
they do not want to conduct a sufficient number of tests in order to determine a
statistical average for hydraulic conductivity.


