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ARCHIVE: Archived because revisions made to VAP rules in 2002 in OAC
Chapter 3745-300 render this guidance unnecessary.  However,
this document is accurate under the 1996 VAP rules.

TITLE: Classification of Ground Water in the Voluntary Action Program

DATE
EFFECTIVE: 1998

KEYWORDS: Class A ground water, ground water classification, yield, potable use,
saturated zone, background level

RULES: Rule citations relating to this issue:  Ground Water Rule Ohio
Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-300-10, Phase II Property
Assessment Rule OAC 3745-300-07

QUESTION: What is Class A ground water?

ANSWER: This rule deals with whether a ground water zone is Class A or Class
B based on yield.  Keep in mind if the ground water zone is used for
potable purposes within ½ mile of the property, the ground water zone
is at a minimum, Class A.

The Ground Water Rule OAC 3745-300-10 (C)(2)(b) states that Class
A includes ground water with a background level of total dissolved
solids of less than three thousand milligrams per liter (3,000 mg/l),
and

(i) The ground water is in a saturated zone capable of yielding
water at a time-weighted average rate greater than one-tenth
of a gallon per minute (0.1 gpm) over a twenty-four-hour period
as determined in accordance with OAC 3745-300-07(D)(6), or

(ii) The ground water is in a saturated zone that yields less than
three gallons per minute but yields greater than one tenth of a
gallon per minute as determined in accordance with OAC
3745-300-07(D)(6).  The ground water yield is also less than
50 percent of the yield of another saturated zone present
under the property, which is the likely source of water used for
potable purposes within one mile of the property.

The way the Ground Water Rule is written implies ground water that
has a dissolved solids content of 3,000 mg/l or less and is available
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at a yield greater than 0.1 gpm is Class A regardless of the
comparison to another saturated zone.  The intent of the Ground
Water Rule was to allow ground water zones that yield between 0.1
and 3 gpm to be classified as Class B if the yield is less than 50
percent of the yield of a lower saturated zone under the property that
is the likely source of water used for potable purposes within one mile
of the property.

SUMMARY: The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) is allowing
the Certified Professional or volunteer to evaluate ground water based
on the intent of this paragraph and the flow chart found in the Ground
Water Rule, OAC 3745-300-10(C).  This means that if the saturated
ground water zone of concern has a yield of less than 3 gpm and
another saturated zone exists beneath the property that has a yield
at least twice the yield of the saturated ground water zone of concern,
and it is the likely source of water used for potable purposes within
one mile, then the saturated zone of concern would be classified as
Class B.  The Certified Professional or volunteer must be made aware
that third parties may challenge this interpretation of the Ground
Water Rule upon issuance of the Covenant Not to Sue.  However, the
Ohio EPA stands by this interpretation.

OHIO EPA
CONTACT: For any questions concerning this issue, please contact the VAP

central office at (614)644-2924.


