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QUESTION: How was ground water defined during the Voluntary Action interim
program?

ANSWER: The term “ground water” is not defined in ORC Chapter 3746.  Ohio
Administrative Code Chapter 3745-27 specifically defines ground
water as, “water that forms a subsurface zone of saturation.”  The
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) considers water
in a shallow saturated zone beneath a property to be included in this
definition of ground water for purposes of the interim Voluntary Action
Program (VAP).  

Natural ground water quality and quantity were not addressed by
OAC 3745-27 or by ORC Chapter 3746.  ORC Chapter 3746
excluded properties with contaminated ground water from
participating in the VAP interim program.  

SUMMARY: During the interim program of the VAP, ground water was defined as
a zone of saturation within the subsurface of a property, regardless of
yield or quality.
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