
The following is an example of guidance provided by Ohio EPA to a certified laboratory 

(CL) regarding when narration of potential positive or negative bias is required. 

 A certified laboratory wanted to receive unpreserved soil samples in sealed glass jars 

(a.k.a., bulk containers) for the analysis of low level volatile compounds by Method 

8260B.  The standard operating procedures (SOP) approved by Ohio EPA for Method 

8260B, and its counterpart Method 5035, for use under the laboratory’s certification do 

not allow for the analysis of low level soils samples submitted in bulk containers.  The 

Ohio EPA provided the CL three choices, they are as follows. (a) inform your client on 

how samples must be received based on the “preservation/container requirements” 

provided in the approved SOPs; (b) update the SOPs for Methods 8260B and 5035 to 

include the option of receiving samples that do not meet the “preservation/container 

requirements”; or; (c) seek approval for a different method(s) that allows for 

unpreserved soil samples in bulk containers.   

The Ohio EPA informed the CL that, in order to provide “VAP certified” data for option 

(b), a narrative must be provided to the client discussing the potential positive or 

negative bias in the sample data; whereas, narration would not be required for option 

(a) or (c) since the samples would have met the requirements provided in the approved 

SOPs which are based on the information provided in the published methods and 

associated documents.   
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