
To:  Jim Mehl, ERU Supervisor 
 
From:  Zack Clayton, Rad Coordinator 
 
Subject: January Monthly Report 
 
Date:  February 7, 2011 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Beans 
 
Training:   0 
Drills:    0 
Meetings:   4 
Technical Assistance: 1 
Public Assistance:  0 
 
Web Page Views:  There were 21 page views in January. 
 
Coming Attractions 
 
2/1  Working Group 
3/7  Working Group 
 
Facility updates 
 
Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station 
 
Davis-Besse operated at full power for January. 
 
 
Perry Nuclear Power Plant 
 
Perry operated at full power for January with a brief period reduced for feed water 
turbine maintenance. 
 
On December 9, 2011, the NRC completed an inspection to review Perry’s actions to 
address identified substantive cross-cutting issues in human performance with cross-
cutting themes in the components of Work Planning (H.3a) and Resources (H.2c).  
Perry’s September 30, 2011, letter to the NRC stated that Perry was ready for a NRC 
inspection of the effectiveness of corrective actions taken to address the long-standing 
human performance substantive cross-cutting issues.  NRC planned to perform the 
inspection during November 2011, but through additional coordination with Perry’s staff, 
the onsite portion of the inspection was conducted during the week of December 5, 
2011.  This time shift was to permit Perry additional time to complete in-progress cause 
evaluations.  However, during the onsite inspection, the inspectors were informed that 



the root cause evaluation addressing the licensee’s inability to effectively close long-
standing substantive cross-cutting issues was not complete.  In addition, focused root 
causes for H.2c and H.1b (conservative decision making) were still ongoing.  A focused 
root cause evaluation on H.3a had been completed and corrective actions had been 
taken.  Based on the results of this inspection and the data reviewed, no findings were 
identified.  However, the inspectors could not complete all of their inspection objectives, 
because needed cause evaluations, germane to the areas being inspected, were not 
completed.  The inspectors could not conclude that Perry’s current actions would 
address the underlying causes of the human performance issues as related to findings 
in H.2c; and potentially in H.1b.  Follow on inspection will be required by the NRC. See 
Adams Accession No.  ML120190153 for specifics. 
 
 
Beaver Valley Power Station 
 
 
Beaver Valley Unit I 
 
Unit I operated at full power for January. 
 
Beaver Valley Unit II 
 
Unit II operated at full power for January. 
 
Fermi II 
 
Fermi II operated at full power for January.   
 
At 700 January 14 the ERDS was taken offline for maintenance of the power bus.  On 
completion, the ERDS system did not re-energize properly and the system was out of 
service until 137 on the 16th when repairs were complete and power was restored.   See 
Event No 47594. 
 
Fermi III  
 
No activity on the Fermi 3 license was received.  
 
Portsmouth Enrichment Plant 
 
There were no reports for Portsmouth in January. 
 
Activity 
 
1/6  Working group -  Agency  and plant updates, the Annual Letter of   
  Certification is almost ready for approval.  ODH has selected a candidate  
  to fill an HP position and the URSB program will be fully staffed when they 



  start. The ODA brochure is at the printers.  The cracking in the DB shield  
  building was fully discussed.  A citizen request for membership in the  
  Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) was received by OEMA and the status of  
  the CAC will be on the Board agenda.  OEPA will prepare a historic review 
  of the CAC for the Board.  Subsequent attempts to contact the citizen to  
  update him were unsuccessful. The Working Group initiatives were   
  updated in advance of the Board meeting. 
 
1/12  CMMRS Exercise Design - Preliminary palnning for a Columbus Public  
  Health sponsored radiation exercise to be held September 20.  
 
1/17  URSB – The Board received the CAC status report from Ohio EPA and  
  after discussion decided to make no change in the current status.  FENOC 
  provided information on the reactor head replacement and the November  
  16, 2011 alert (see the November 2011 monthly report for details.)  There  
  was a detailed discussion of the cracking in the shield building.  All   
  cracking was internal with no cracks extending to the interior or exterior  
  surfaces.  The cracking was laminar and parallel to the surface of the  
  structure. All cracking observed was tight with no gaps between the crack  
  faces. 
 
1/25  Site Entry Safety Levels – A meeting with all site entry units to set a  
  common standard for uncharacterized site investigation.  Jeff Wander and  
  Zack Clayton will prepare the radiological components of this.  
 
1/25  CMMRS – review of new documents and procedures for emergency  
  response. 
 
Office Issues 
 
IZRRAG, and Field Team SOP review and revision continues.    
 
 
News, NRC Reports, and Statistics 
 
Operating Power Levels 
 
January 
 
Date BV1 BV2 DB Perry Fermi2 
1 100 100 100 100 100 
2 100 100 100 100 100 
9 100 100 100 100 100 
15 100 100 100 85 100  Perry – feed pump turbine maintenance 
16 100 100 100 100 100 
23 100 100 100 100 100 



30 100 100 100 100 100 
31 100 100 100 100 100 
 
NRC personnel changes 
 
A new Regional Administrator has been named for NRC Region III.  Chuck Casto has 
been named the Region III Regional Administrator.  He will report to the Lisle, Illinois 
office in the near future.  Cindy Pederson, current Acting Regional Administrator, will 
reassume her Deputy Regional Administrator position.  Mr. Castro has served as 
Deputy RA in both Region IV (Arlington, TX) and Region II (Atlanta).  He also led NRC’s 
support to Japan during the Fukushima crisis.  
 
Information Notices 
 
The ADAMS Accession documents  are publicly available and will be accessible via the 
public web site Electronic Reading Room in the Agency Document Access and 
Management System (ADAMS), http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html  
or to access generic communications files on the NRC Homepage: 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/gen-comm/reg-issues/2012/. 
To access these documents use the ADAMS Accession number listed with the title.  
This is in the format of :  ML #########  
 
***** 
RIS 2011-14, Metal Fatigue Analysis Performance by Computer Software, dated 
December 29, 2011,  
ADAMS Accession No ML11143A035 
***** 
Open Generic Communication TAC Reports  
ADAMS Accessin No ML120040112 
***** 
Closed Generic Communications TAC Reports  
ADAMS Accession No  ML120040115 
***** 
PERRY FIRE PROTECTION 1/5/12 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION LETTER 
ADAMS ACCESSION# ML12005A217. 
***** 
RIS 2011-12, Revision 1, Adequacy of Station Electric Distribution System Voltages, 
dated December 29, 2011,  
ADAMS Accession No ML113050583 
***** 
RIS 2011-13, Follow up to Generic Letter 96-05 for Evaluation of Class D Valves Under 
Joint Owners Group Motor-Operated Valve Periodic Verification Program, dated 
January 6, 2012,  
ADAMS Accession No ML113050259 
***** 
FERMI TI 2515 182 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION LETTER 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/gen-comm/reg-issues/2012/


ADAMS ACCESSION# ML12011A105. 
***** 
PERRY TI 2515 182 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION LETTER 
ADAMS ACCESSION# ML12011A097. 
***** 
PERRY TI 2515 182 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION LETTER 
ADAMS ACCESSION# ML 12011A097 
***** 
PERRY 2011 008 CDBI IR 
ADAMS ACCESSION# ML12013A177 
***** 
Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station, Unit No. 1 - Request for additional information 
regarding notification of significant change to small-break loss-of-coolant accident 
emergency core cooling model in accordance with 10 CFR 50.46(a)(3) 
Adams Accession No. ML120170145 
***** 
Perry Nuclear Power Plant - NRC Review of Licensee Actions to Address Identified 
Substantive Cross-Cutting Issues In Human Performance - Inspection Report 
05000440/2011012 –  
Adams Accession No.  ML120190153 
***** 
Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station, Unit No. 1 - Request for additional information 
regarding the reactor coolant system pressure and temperature limits report, Revision 1 
ADAMS Accession no. ML120190038 
***** 
Davis-Besse:  Summary of Telephone Conference Call Held on 11/14/11, Between the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company, 
Concerning Requests for Additional Information Pertaining to the Davis-Besse Nuclear 
Power Station, LRA 
ADAMS Accession No. ML11364A017 
***** 
SUMMARY OF TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL HELD ON DECEMBER 12, 2011, 
BETWEEN THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION AND FIRSTENTERGY 
NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANYCONCERNING REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE DAVIS-BESSE NUCLEAR POWER STATION, 
LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION (TAC NO. ME4640) 
ADAMS ACCESSION NUMBER - ML11363A171 
***** 
SUBJECT:  SUMMARY OF TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL HELD ON JUNE 29, 
2011, BETWEEN THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION AND 
FIRSTENTERGY NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY, CONCERNING REQUEST 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE DAVIS-BESSE NUCLEAR 
POWER STATION, LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION (TAC NO. ME4640) 
ADAMS ACCESSION NUMBER- ML11363A167 
***** 



RIS 2012-02, Insights into Recent License Renewal Application Consistency With The 
Generic Aging Lessons Learned Report, dated January 24, 2012,  
ADAMS Accession No. ML11269A185 
***** 
RIS 2012-01, Availability of Safety Culture Policy Statement, dated January 17, 2012, 
ADAMS Accession No. ML112940226 
***** 
Davis-Besse:  Summary of Telephone Conference Call Held on November 9, 2011,  
Between the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating 
Company, Concerning Requests for Additional Information Pertaining to the Davis-
Besse Nuclear Power Station License Renewal Application (Tac No. ME4640) 
ADAMS Accession No. ML12018A165 
***** 
Perry IR 2011-501 
ADAMS Accession # ML12026A807 
*****  
Davis Besse IR 2011-501 
ADAMS Accession # ML12026A435 
***** 
Fermi IR 2011-501 
ADAMS Accession # ML12026A512 
***** 
Fermi Power Plant Unit 2 Integrated Inspection Report 05000341/2011005 –  
ADAMS Accession No. ML120300106 
***** 
Branch Chief Reassignment for Beaver Valley Power Station, Unit Nos. 1 and 2 
ADAMS Accession No.: ML120260419 
***** 
Perry Nuclear Power Plant, Unit No. 1 Re:  Safety evaluation in support of 10 CFR 
50.55A requests for the third 10-year in-service inspection interval –  
ADAMS Accession no. ML120180372 
***** 
SUBJECT:  SUMMARY OF TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL HELD ON AUGUST 
22, 2011 BETWEEN THE U.S. REGULATORY COMMISSION AND FIRSTENGERY 
NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY, CONCERNING REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE DAVIS-BESSE NUCLEAR POWER STATION, 
LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION (TAC NO.ME4640) 
ADAMS ACCESSION; ML11363A174 
***** 
Perry Nuclear Power Plant, Unit No. 1 - Safety evaluation in support of 10 CFR 50.55A 
requests for the third 10-year in-service inspection interval –  
ADAMS Accession no. ML120250109 
***** 
Perry Nuclear Power Plant, Unit No. 1 - Withdrawal of requested licensing action Re:  
10 CFR 50.55A Relief requests in support of the third 10-year in-service inspection 
interval IR-009, Revision 2 –  



ADAMS Accession no. ML120200454 
***** 
Davis-Besse:  Schedule Revision for the Environmental Review of the Davis-Besse 
Nuclear Power Station, Unit No. 1, License Renewal Application (TAC No. ME4613) 
ADAMS Accession No. ML12025A109 
 
***** 
 
 
News 
  
Regulators put spotlight on Ohio nuke plant 
cracks 
The Associated Press 
3:06 AM Thursday, January 5, 2012 
PORT CLINTON, Ohio — Federal regulators along with the operators of nuclear plant in 
Ohio are expected to give more insight into what's causing cracks found in a concrete 
shell surrounding the reactor. 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission is holding a public meeting Thursday night 
where it will also go into the reasons why it allowed the plant near Toledo to reopen. 
The Davis-Besse (BEH'-see) nuclear plant began producing electricity again in early 
December, less than two months after the first cracks were found. 
Ohio Congressman Dennis Kucinich (koo-SIN'-ich) has been critical of that decision and 
says regulators need to find out whether the cracks are a sign of bigger problems. 
Plant operator FirstEnergy Corp. of Akron says the cracks don't pose a threat. 
___ 
January 05, 2012 08:03 AM EST 
Copyright 2012, The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast,rewritten or redistributed. 
Find this article at: 
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/ohio-news/regulators-put-spotlight-on-ohio-nuke-plant-cracks-1307960.html  
***** 
Davis-Besse's restart proper, company, NRC 
officials say 
Issue debated during special meeting 
Friday, January 06, 2012 
By DAVID PATCH 
Blade Staff Writer 
PORT CLINTON -- Allowing the Davis-Besse nuclear power plant to resume operations 
last month even though the causes of cracks in its concrete "shield building" remain 
unknown is proper because ongoing monitoring would flag worsening of the problem, 
FirstEnergy and Nuclear Regulatory Commission officials said during a special meeting 
about the issue Thursday night.  
Cynthia Pederson, the NRC's acting regional administrator, assured several hundred 
people at the meeting at the Camp Perry Conference Center that her agency is fully 
prepared to order a plant shutdown or other corrective measures if conditions at Davis-
Besse warrant. 

http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/ohio-news/regulators-put-spotlight-on-ohio-nuke-plant-cracks-1307960.html


NRC staff performed "a rigorous, independent review" of FirstEnergy's research and 
analysis, Ms. Pederson said. 
"If we identify an issue" that renders any plant unsafe, she said, "we won't hesitate to 
take an action that causes that facility to shut down." 
But Howard Whitcomb, a Port Clinton attorney who was an NRC resident inspector at a 
South Carolina nuclear plant during the mid-1980s followed by four years' employment 
with FirstEnergy at Davis-Besse, questioned how the federal regulators, without details 
of how, when, and why the cracks developed, "can tell the public they have reasonable 
assurance that the integrity of the shield building hasn't been compromised." 
Mr. Whitcomb was among numerous speakers at the meeting who said the agency 
should have stopped the Carroll Township nuclear plant from being restarted until more 
is known about the shield building's condition. 
Others -- particularly representatives of anti-nuclear groups that staged a brief protest 
outside the plant before the meeting -- said the cracking is further cause for federal 
regulators to shut the troubled plant down permanently, or at least not renew its 
operating license past its current 2017 expiration. 
"Once again, we have production over safety," said Michael Keegan, a Michigan activist 
who compared the NRC's decision to allow a restart with its 2002 decision to allow plant 
operations to continue despite reactor-head liner corrosion that came within two-tenths 
of an inch of failure. 
"The lesson I have learned is that the NRC is incapable of learning lessons," Mr. 
Keegan charged. 
Ms. Pederson rebutted that nuclear safety, not operational concerns or plant profits, is 
the NRC's sole mission. 
NRC officials took public comments after starting the meeting with 50 minutes of 
presentations from FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Corp. and agency officials about how 
the cracking was discovered and studied. 
The Davis-Besse plant was shut down for about two months, starting Oct. 1, for the 
replacement of its reactor head and other maintenance. The reactor-head replacement 
required cutting an access hole through the plant's steel reactor vessel and concrete 
shield building, which revealed a 30-foot, longitudinal, hairline crack near reinforcing 
steel behind decorative concrete fluting on the structure's outside. 
Further study identified similar cracks elsewhere in the concrete, mainly near the 
"architectural elements" but also two small regions near the plant's main steam lines 
and in portions of the structure's top 20 feet. 
Before the plant's restart early last month, FirstEnergy and the NRC agreed the utility 
would perform additional tests to confirm its findings of the cracking's extent and assess 
the possibility that it is spreading. 
The federal agency directed FirstEnergy to file a "root-cause report" by Feb. 28, with 
further evaluation to be made during a refueling outage scheduled to start in early May. 
"Conservative calculations demonstrate the Shield Building meets strength 
requirements. The Shield Building is structurally sound and is fully capable of 
performing its safety function. Davis-Besse is being operated safely," Barry Allen, 
FirstEnergy's site vice president for Davis-Besse, read from a prepared presentation. 



Kenneth O'Brien, the NRC's deputy director for its division of reactor safety, said the 
Dec. 2 "confirmatory action letter" that green-lighted Davis-Besse's restart was based 
on a conclusion not that the cracking problem had been solved, but that with 
continued monitoring, the shield building was capable of functioning as intended. 
"With the root-cause report, we will be better able to judge whether we agree or 
disagree" with the conclusions FirstEnergy has drawn from its research, said David 
Hills, the chief of NRC's Engineering Branch 1. 
Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D., Toledo) opened the public-comment period by advocating for 
"evidence, not emotion," calling on the NRC to maintain rigorous safety oversight but 
noting also that the plant employs 800 union workers. Closing it, she said, would be 
devastating to Ottawa County's economy. 
But Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D., Cleveland), who faces Miss Kaptur in a March primary 
battle following Congressional redistricting, argued the NRC had allowed FirstEnergy to 
conceal information about the cracking problem and misled the public into believing that 
cracks had been found only in the shield building's architectural flourishes, not its  
structural concrete. 
Speaking by teleconference, David Lochbaum, of the Union of Concerned Scientists, 
said he too considered it unusual "to proclaim that a problem has been fixed before its 
cause has been determined." 
Mr. O'Brien responded that the NRC has not, in fact, declared the cracking matter fixed: 
"We still believe there are issues the licensee [FirstEnergy] needs to look into." 
Copyright 2012 The Blade. 
The Toledo Blade Company, 541 N. Superior St., Toledo, OH 43660, (419) 724-6000 
The Toledo Times ® 
***** 
Feds say no cause yet for Ohio nuclear plant cracks 
Published: Friday, January 06, 2012 
By Associated Press 
PORT CLINTON — Federal inspectors are convinced a nuclear reactor along Lake Erie 
is safe to operate even though they said Thursday it is not clear why small cracks 
appeared in a concrete shell that protects the plant. 
Tests on the concrete have not given inspectors any reason to keep the plant shut 
down, said Cynthia Pederson, a regional director with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission who oversees plants in the Midwest. 
"We have a very vigorous inspection we did and it's still ongoing," Pederson told 
concerned citizens during a public meeting near the Davis-Besse nuclear plant, which is 
just outside Toledo. "There is a high-level of assurance the containment building is 
safe." 
The NRC allowed the Davis-Besse nuclear plant to begin producing electricity again in 
early December, less than two months after the first cracks were found. 
The plant was shut down for maintenance in October when crews discovered a 30-foot 
hairline crack in the outer concrete wall that's designed to protect the reactor from 
anything that might hit it from outside, such as storm debris or an airplane. 
More cracks were found soon after near the bottom of the 224-foot tall shield structure, 
leading to closer inspections that found cracks close to the top of the wall. 



The commission signed off on restarting the plant following several tests and after its 
owner, FirstEnergy Corp., assured it that the cracks don't pose a threat. 
The commission has given Akron-based FirstEnergy until the end of February to find out 
what caused the cracks. 
Until the cause is known, there's no reason to order closer inspections at other plants 
with similar concrete shields, Pederson said. 
It's possible that the cracks have been around for a while, she said. "Concrete has a 
tendency to crack," she said. 
U.S. Rep. Dennis Kucinich, an Ohio Democrat who has been a longtime opponent of 
the plant and its owner, has criticized the NRC's decision to allow the plant to reopen 
until more is known. 
He also said FirstEnergy downplayed the scope of the cracks and waited too long to tell 
the public about where they were found. "This is the first time we've heard FirstEnergy 
admit this," Kucinich said Thursday. 
FirstEnergy officials said they didn't want to release a full report until their investigation 
was complete. 
Howard Whitcomb, who lives in Oak Harbor a few miles from the plant, questioned how 
regulators could assure anyone the concrete shell is safe without knowing the cause. 
"You don't know," he said. 
At full power, the plant makes enough electricity for around 750,000 customers, 
primarily in Ohio. The company's electric system has 4.5 million customers in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Davis-Besse was shut down this fall to replace an 82-ton reactor head, a steel lid that 
sits atop the reactor vessel. 
FirstEnergy said the new reactor head is made of better material than the former reactor 
lid that had cracks in its nozzles. 
The plant was shut down for four months in 2010 for repairs to those cracks that the 
NRC said were discovered before they could do damage. 
The plant also was shut down from 2002 to 2004 because of an acid leak in a different 
reactor head. 
Regulators fined FirstEnergy $5.45 million and the company agreed to $28 million in 
civil penalties following what the NRC said was the most extensive corrosion found at a 
U.S. nuclear reactor. The NRC said FirstEnergy misled the agency by providing 
incomplete and inaccurate information about the acid leak. 
The News-Herald 
***** 
Inspectors confident Ohio nuclear plant is safe to run 
By Associated Press 
Friday January 6, 2012 8:41 AM 
Federal nuclear inspectors said they’re confident a northwestern Ohio reactor is safe to 
operate even though they still don’t know when or why small cracks developed in a 
concrete shell that protects it. 
Officials from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission told concerned citizens yesterday 
that the agency and the Davis-Besse nuclear plant’s operators have done extensive 
testing at the plant along Lake Erie. 



The agency’s director who oversees nuclear plants in the Midwest said it’s possible the 
cracks have been around for a while. 
Regulators allowed the plant near Toledo to reopen in early December, less than two 
months after the first cracks were found. 
The commission has given the plant’s operator until the end of February to find out what 
caused the cracks. 
Plant owner FirstEnergy Corp. assured the commission the cracks didn’t pose a threat. 
Columbus Dispatch 
***** 
Industry proposes measures aimed at preventing another Fukushima  
Published: Thursday, January 12, 2012  
 
After intense scrutiny following the accident at Japan's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power 
plant last year, the nuclear industry tomorrow will present regulators with a package of 
voluntary safety improvements that it says could be put into effect quickly. 
Representatives of the Nuclear Energy Institute will meet with the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission to propose improvements in the industry's "flexible mitigation capability" for 
a variety of dangers like earthquakes or flooding. They would build on ones put in place 
following the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, when the industry added portable generators, 
water pumps and batteries that could help keep water from inundating a reactor or 
spent fuel pool during an emergency. 
The measures are in part responding to problems that regulators found when inspecting 
the equipment after the Fukushima disaster. For instance, at some plants gear was 
being stored in places where it would be safe from an air attack but vulnerable to a 
flood. 
Among the new measures proposed by industry are that plants keep twin sets of 
emergency equipment on opposite sides of the plant and that formal regional support 
centers housing additional equipment be created. 
Adrian Heymer, executive director of strategic programs at NEI, said the group's 
approach is to take general precautions, rather than depend on the commission's 
normal approach for determining probability of a particular accident before deciding 
what steps are needed. All of the equipment, he said, would be for accidents that go 
beyond what plants were designed for. 
It would be under a regular maintenance schedule, he said, but it would not require the 
same kinds of certification that is needed for equipment designed for the plant itself -- a 
detail that is likely to be controversial (Matthew Wald, New York Times, Jan. 12). -- AS 
Source:  http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2012/01/12/10  
***** 
House panel punts USEC bill amid legislative maneuvering  
Hannah Northey, E&E reporter 
Published: Thursday, January 12, 2012  
 
House lawmakers have decided not to mark up a GOP bill that would steer the 
government into a contract to enrich $4 billion worth of uranium "tails" in Kentucky. 
The House Energy and Commerce Committee was planning this month to mark up the 
"Energy and Revenue Enrichment Act of 2011," which would require the government to 

http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/12/getting-ready-to-react-to-fukushima/
http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2012/01/12/10


enter into a two-year pilot program for the re-enrichment of depleted uranium at a plant 
the Energy Department owns. 
Tails are product left over after natural uranium is "enriched" for use in power plants. 
The bill had been controversial on its own. Its sponsors in both chambers -- House 
Energy and Power Subcommittee Chairman Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.), Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) -- had tried to quell 
criticism from Democrats and the conservative Heritage Foundation that the measure 
would entangle the government in a risky no-bid contract for uranium re-enrichment. 
Democrats and the Heritage Foundation were mainly concerned that the measure 
would singly benefit U.S. Enrichment Corp. (USEC), a privately owned company that 
houses about 60,000 such tails -- or canisters -- at its Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant 
in Paducah, Ky. 
Last summer, Whitfield added a provision that would allow DOE to conduct a pilot 
program to re-enrich the uranium at the Kentucky plant, followed by a competitive 
bidding process for further re-enrichment. Whitfield also added language to bar DOE 
from exporting the material for re-enrichment (Greenwire, July 27, 2011). 
But support to mark up the revamped measure fell apart after lawmakers discussed 
attaching the USEC bill to a second, controversial measure, according to one 
congressional aide. 
Lawmakers were considering combining the Republican measure with a separate bill 
that Ohio Sens. Sherrod Brown (D) and Rob Portman (R) introduced last month, the 
aide said. Brown and Portman's bill would have provided funding for USEC's American 
Centrifuge Plant in Piketon, Ohio. 
After USEC's efforts to shore up a $2 billion federal loan for the facility seemed to fail, 
USEC and DOE began reaching out to members of Congress for funds to continue 
research at the plant, which could become the first domestic company to enrich uranium 
for nuclear reactors through gas centrifuges. 
The Ohio lawmakers have been fighting to save the plant and 4,000 jobs associated 
with the project and said last month that Energy Secretary Steven Chu had agreed to 
work with them to maintain the plant's funding. The bill would provide $150 million in 
research and development by reprogramming $106 million of existing DOE funds while 
using $44 million of assets at the Ohio plant in the form of uranium "tails," the 
lawmakers said. 
Rep. Jean Schmidt (R-Ohio) introduced a similar measure on Dec. 20 that would have 
given DOE the authority to assess the viability of technologies at the Ohio plant. 
Source:  http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2012/01/12/1  
***** 
 
toledoBlade.com  
COMMENTARY 
Safety of Davis-Besse comes down to a question of faith 
Thursday, January 19, 2012 
BY TOM HENRY 
BLADE COLUMNIST 

http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2011/07/27/archive/6
http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2012/01/12/1


The unexplained cracks in the containment building of the Davis-Besse nuclear power 
plant may be more about transparency, oversight, and political opportunity than 
imminent threats of danger. 
Yet each of the former affects the latter. They cannot be shrugged off, especially by an 
industry that is trying to regain public confidence a year after the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster in Japan. 
There are legitimate questions about how forthright FirstEnergy Corp. was as it 
gathered information that took the investigation down a more serious path. 
After insisting last October that cracks in the building's outer portion were cosmetic and 
confined to a "decorative" part of it, FirstEnergy came across flaws in the structure itself. 
That elevated concerns about the building's structural integrity and its ability to perform 
its vital safety-shield function. 
U.S. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D., Cleveland) is miffed that FirstEnergy did not update the 
public about the plant's status as new information emerged. He says the utility was 
content to let northern Ohio remain in blissful ignorance. 
Others say the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission failed in that regard too. 
Mr. Kucinich said his legal staff found out how deep the cracks were after sifting through 
records others haven't seen. He demanded a forum to air such findings. The NRC 
obliged with a Jan. 5 meeting at Camp Perry, attended by 300 people. 
Yet neither FirstEnergy nor the NRC released engineering data they used to conclude 
the shield building was fit to go back into service shortly before the holidays. The 
agency said citizens' only recourse is to seek the data through the federal Freedom of 
Information Act, a process that can take months. Or watch for future reports. 
In other words: Trust us. The utility got a thumbs-up even though it is still weeks away 
from issuing a report that will describe the root cause of the cracks. 
That report is key to Davis-Besse's future. It will describe how the cracks formed and 
how old they are. 
FirstEnergy's application to extend Davis-Besse's license by 20 years is on hold until 
that report is issued. 
U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D., Toledo) emphasized a new spirit of cooperation at the 
public meeting. She said she was "grateful" the NRC had improved its oversight of 
Davis-Besse -- a far cry from the sharp words she used 10 years ago, when she said 
she had "zero confidence" in the NRC and called for the permanent closure of 
Davis-Besse. 
Those comments came after the nuclear industry was rocked by the near-rupture of 
Davis-Besse's original reactor head -- a level of degradation that was never fathomed. 
A previous U.S. Department of Justice investigation that led to a record $33.5 million in 
fines against FirstEnergy showed the utility had doctored reports and failed to do 
maintenance that would have headed off the problem. Loose acid burned through all but 
a thin lining that had started to buckle and crack. 
Davis-Besse has fared well since the NRC overhauled inspection programs nationally 
because of the earlier dispute. 
The NRC credits those improved procedures for catching problems early on with Davis-
Besse's second reactor head in 2010. That lid was expected to last a lot longer, even 
though it was made of an outdated alloy. 



But there's an issue of faith. FirstEnergy irked the NRC in 2007 when it tried to recover 
$200 million from an insurance policy by portraying the 2002 debacle as a fluke. The 
claim, which was eventually dropped, was submitted without the NRC's knowledge. 
FirstEnergy filed the claim months after a former U.S. Department of Justice prosecutor 
said the utility had shown "brazen arrogance" and "breached the public trust" for 
misleading the agency about the plant's status. 
Nobody lauds a nuclear plant that's safe 99 percent of the time. The Fukushima 
disaster, regardless of how unlikely it seemed, reminded the world that no scenarios are 
off limits. 
Ultimately, we either learn from our mistakes or are doomed to have history repeat 
itself. Either way, faith should not be assumed. 
Tom Henry is an editorial writer and columnist for The Blade. 
Contact him at: thenry@theblade.com  
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Plant Reports 
 
Power Reactor Event Number: 47594 
Facility: FERMI 
Region: 3 State: MI 
Unit: [2] [ ] [ ] 
RX Type: [2] GE-4 
NRC Notified By: MARK EGHIGIAN 
HQ OPS Officer: MARK ABRAMOVITZ  

Notification Date: 01/14/2012 
Notification Time: 10:18 [ET] 
Event Date: 01/14/2012 
Event Time: 07:00 [EST] 
Last Update Date: 01/16/2012  

Emergency Class: NON EMERGENCY 
10 CFR Section:  
50.72(b)(3)(xiii) - LOSS COMM/ASMT/RESPONSE 

Person (Organization):  
STEVE ORTH (R3DO) 

 

Unit 
SCRAM 
Code 

RX 
CRIT 

Initial 
PWR Initial RX Mode 

Current 
PWR Current RX Mode 

2 N Y 100 Power Operation 100 Power Operation 
Event Text  
EMERGENCY RESPONSE DATA SYSTEM REMOVED FROM SERVICE FOR 
MAINTENANCE  
 
"At 0700 EST on January 14, 2012, Fermi 2 removed the Emergency Response Data 

mailto:thenry@theblade.com


System (ERDS) from service to facilitate planned maintenance on the associated 
power bus. The Technical Support Center (TSC) will also be unavailable during the 
planned power outage. The duration of the outage is expected to be 11 hours. This 
loss in capability is being reported as a loss of assessment capability in accordance 
with 10 CFR 50.72(b)(3)(xiii).  
 
"Indications of related plant variables are available in the Main Control Center. The 
Visual Annunciator System (VAS) remains functional. Meteorological and process 
effluent radiological monitor indications are available and dose assessment capability 
is available. In the event TSC activation is required, the Emergency Operations 
Facility (EOF) will be used for the TSC function. Use of the EOF as the backup TSC is 
part of Fermi 2's Radiological Emergency Response Preparedness Plan. The 
Emergency Callout System (ECOS) is designed to, facilitate contacting TSC 
personnel to respond directly to the EOF. Information normally provided by ERDS can 
be transmitted via the notification system as described in the Radiological Emergency 
Response Preparedness Plan.  
 
"In the event of a plant emergency, the Emergency Plan can be implemented as 
assessment capabilities are available under alternate means."  
 
The licensee notified the NRC Resident Inspector.  
 
* * * UPDATE FROM MICHAEL HIMEBAUCH TO VINCE KLCO ON 1/14/12 AT 2245 
EST * * *  
 
"At 1835 EST, during restoration from planned maintenance, a failure of an electrical 
auto throwover device occurred, preventing restoration of power to ERDS and the 
TSC. Investigation of the failure and necessary repairs are in progress. At this time, it 
is unknown when availability of ERDS and the TSC will be restored. An update will be 
made to the NRC Operations Center when ERDS and the TSC are restored. The NRC 
Senior Resident Inspector has been notified."  
 
Notified the R3DO (Orth).  
 
* * * UPDATE AT 0127 EST ON 1/16/2012 FROM MICHAEL HIMEBAUCH TO MARK 
ABRAMOVITZ * * *  
 
"At 0127 EST on January 16, 2012 the Emergency Response Data System (ERDS) 
was restored and the Technical Support Center (TSC) is available as an emergency 
response facility, following restoration of the associated power bus."  
 
The licensee notified the NRC Resident Inspector.  
 
Notified the R3DO (Orth). 
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