
To:  Jim Mehl, ERU Supervisor 
 
From:  Zack Clayton, Rad Coord 
 
Subject: October Monthly Report 
 
Date:  November 15, 2007 
  
 
Beans: 
 
Training:   1 
Drills   0 
Meetings:  3 
Technical Assistance:  2 
Public Assistance: 3 
SAIC   3 
 
Web Page Hits:    There were  26    RAD hits in October. 

 
Coming Attractions: 
 
Working Group    11/7 
SAIC    10/22 10/29 
Jury duty  11/5 – 11/16 
Ingestion Plannng 11/8 
 
Facility Updates: 
 
Davis Besse Nuclear Power Station 
 
Davis Besse operated for the month at full power.  
  
 
Perry Nuclear Power Plant 
 
Perry operated at full power for the month.  The plant discovered a NPDES pH exceedance on 
the 20th.  This was reported to Ohio EPA and evaluated for remediation. 
 
Beaver Valley Unit I 
 
Beaver Valley Unit I started the in a refueling outage that ended October 24.  
 
Beaver Valley Unit II 
 



Beaver Valley Unit II operated at full power for the month.  They notified the NRC regarding a 
vibration wear issue on a poppet valve and nut assembly on a Main steam Isolation Valve. 
 
Fermi II 
 
Fermi was in an outage the entire month of October. 
 
Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant  had an opacity smoke issue and a steam leak in October. 
 
 
Meetings: 
 
10/1  Working Group 
 
10/2-4  RAT  Training 
 
10/9   URSB   
 
10/11   NEPAC  
 
10/1 10/22 10/29   SAIC 
 
Office Issues: 
 
No outstanding office issues. 
 
NRC Reports and Statistics: 
 
October operating power levels 
 
Date BV1 BV2 DB Fermi  Perry 
1     0 100 100     0   100        BV1 And Fermi in refueling outage 
8     0 100 100     0   100         
15     0 100 100     0   100       
22     0 100 100     0   100      
25   29  100 100     0   100  BV1 in startup 
29 100 100 100     0   100   
31 100 100 100     0   100 
 
============  
 
Article published September 30, 2007 
Is nuclear power ready for a rebirth? 
The renaissance has begun. 



Or so the nuclear industry would have you believe, with the application NRG Energy Inc. and 
South Texas Project Nuclear Operating Co. submitted Monday to build two more reactors at the 
South Texas  nuclear complex. 
It was the nation's first application for a new nuclear plant in almost 30 years, ending an historic 
drought for an industry that once predicted America would have 1,000 nuclear plants by now and 
that electricity would be "too cheap to meter." 
Today, there are 104 nuclear plants collectively producing a fifth of our electricity. Challenges 
range from radioactive waste to terrorism. As for that too-cheap-to-meter promise - well, look at 
your electric bill. 
It's easy to sit here in Toledo and be cynical, especially with the first of two Davis-Besse 
criminal trials beginning downtown tomorrow in U.S. District Court. Both boil down to who 
knew what about the plant's old reactor head, the one FirstEnergy Corp. let go so badly that it 
came within the width of a pencil eraser of blowing apart in 2002. That could have triggered 
more panic between Detroit and Cleveland than America has seen since the half-core meltdown 
of Three Mile Island Unit 2 near Harrisburg, Pa., in 1979. 
Harold Denton, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's point man at Three Mile Island for 
President Jimmy Carter, told 1,300 people from 21 countries attending an NRC conference in a 
packed Washington ballroom in 2004 that the near-rupture of Davis-Besse ranks second only to 
TMI. 
Give the nuclear industry credit, though. After years of promises - I hope you're seeing a trend 
here – it delivered. 
There's a world of difference, though, between getting paperwork filed and finishing off an 
estimated $5.2 billion construction project - especially with the world watching to see if it comes 
in on budget. 
Lord knows we could use clean, safe, and affordable power that's managed responsibly without 
degrading our environment. The government predicts electricity usage will be at least 40 percent 
higher by 2030. 
Does nuclear fit the bill? Its safety record, if you're judging simply by fatalities, is pretty darned 
good. You might have to take a closer look, though, if you have some anxiety about all the near-
misses, the age of today's fleet of plants, the great uncertainties of metal fatigue, human error, 
and those pesky moments in time when the NRC is found to be indifferent by its own office of 
inspector general for allowing a corporation toput profits ahead of safety. 
Those issues and a laundry list of environmental concerns mean nothing until the industry 
overcomes its biggest hurdle: Wall Street. 
Contrary to popular belief, all of the post-Three Mile Island regulations didn't cause the impasse. 
Investors pulled the plug well before that accident. Too many plants had come in way over 
budget. 
Peter Bradford, an NRC commissioner during Three Mile Island who now serves on the Union 
of Concerned Scientists board, told me and others who took his Vermont law school class in the 
summer of 2006 there might be five or six new plants when it's all said and done. But no 
renaissance. 
This week, he softened that prediction, citing the "astonishing provision that [U.S. Sen. Pete 
Domenici (R.,N.M.)] put in the pending energy legislation authorizing the federal government to 
guarantee 100 percent of the debt for all of the pending applications." 



"That may not survive the conference committee, but if it does, the number of plants built could 
be considerably higher since all of the financial risk will have been shifted to the taxpayers," Mr. 
Bradford said. 
Ah, subsidies. Where would free enterprise be without 'em? 
 
==========    
 
10/18/2007 
Nuclear reactor to be discarded 
By RICHARD PAYERCHIN , Sandusky Bureau Chief 
PERKINS TOWNSHIP -- The end is nearing for NASA Plum Brook Station's nuclear reactor. 
For years NASA and subcontractors have worked to take apart, clean and dispose of the nuclear 
reactor that was built to test potential spacecraft parts by exposing them to radiation. Although 
the reactor has not operated since 1973, the site is considered contaminated for purposes of 
cleanup. 
The decommissioning has passed several milestones in recent months, according to a report by 
Project Manager Keith Peecook. On Aug. 20, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
published its intention to approve NASA's Final Status Survey Plan, which explains how the 
space agency will meet the project goals and terminate NASA's license to operate 
the reactor, Peecook said. 
The NRC approval was ''the keystone in our efforts to complete a safe and successful 
decommissioning,'' Peecook said. At the end of August, NASA also issued a draft request for 
proposals for the decontamination and waste disposal contract. 
That request seeks a contractor to handle ''all the major, remaining project tasks,'' Peecook said. 
A contract will be awarded this winter and work will begin in the spring. Part of the final 
cleanup is completing decontamination throughout the entire facility, shipping and disposing of 
all packaged low-level radioactive waste on the site and excavating, testing and disposing of soil 
around the facility. 
That contract also will include cleanup of the Pentolite Ditch, the drainage ditch that empties 
into Plum Brook and that carried trace amounts of Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60. Those elements in 
2005 were discovered in Plum Brook, the first instance of finding detectable levels of radiation 
outside Plum Brook Station's 6,400-acre site. 
NASA officials have repeatedly reported that the elements are not harmful to humans and this 
winter the space agency also will publish a fact sheet on additional sampling to find the 
radioactive elements in Plum Brook. As of June, consultant Bob Haag recommended leaving 
in place the cesium that had drifted into the East Sandusky Bay because they are away from 
frequent human access. 
More information is available at www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/pbrf. 
 
=============   
 
Article published October 25, 2007 
Davis-Besse engineers' fate rests with jury 
Trial summaries take hours 
By TOM HENRY 
BLADE STAFF WRITER 



The fate of two engineers accused of leading a cover-up at FirstEnergy Corp.'s Davis-Besse 
nuclear facility in the fall of 2001 is in the hands of a jury in U.S. District Court in Toledo. 
Deliberations in the case of David Geisen and Rodney N. Cook began late yesterday afternoon 
after attorneys spent almost seven hours summarizing testimony and evidence submitted at the 
trial, which began Oct. 1. 
 
Mr. Geisen, now of Wisconsin, was a manager at Davis-Besse. Mr. Cook, a Tennessee 
contractor, had a long association with the plant. Andrew Siemaszko, now of Texas, was indicted 
with them as a co-conspirator. He is to be tried later.  Mr. Geisen and Mr. Cook are charged with 
lying to the government. If convicted, they face up to five years in prison and $250,000 fines. 
 
The Justice Department's Richard Poole told the jury it's "pretty obvious the kind of facts they 
concealed and the kind of facts they withheld were what the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
was looking for." 
 
Letters FirstEnergy produced in response to a nationwide bulletin the NRC issued in August, 
2001, were based on data from Mr. Geisen's department. They were written by Mr. Cook. 
All utilities operating pressurized-water reactors, such as Davis-Besse, were required to shut 
down or prove they were safe to operate beyond Dec. 31, 2001. The NRC was concerned about a 
nozzle crack discovered for the first time in the United States, on top of the Oconee 3 reactor in 
South Carolina. 
 
FirstEnergy, which paid a record $33.5 million in fines, was the lone holdout.  Officials from the 
utility talked the NRC into a compromise that allowed FirstEnergy to keep the plant online 
until Feb. 16, 2002. Nuclear plants generate about $1 million a day in power. 
 
Three weeks later, the NRC regretted what it had done. So much acid had leaked out of Davis-
Besse's reactor that its vessel head had a six-inch-deep cavity and was about to burst. 
 
The Justice Department's Christian Sticken yesterday described a situation that "was barreling 
toward catastrophe." "There were red lights flashing everywhere," he said. 
 
The near-rupture stunned the global nuclear industry, prompting industry reviews as far away as 
Europe and Japan. Prosecutors claimed that Mr. Geisen and Mr. Cook knew Davis-Besse had too 
many leaks when FirstEnergy put the plant back into service after its 2000 refueling outage. 
 
Mr. Poole cited an Aug. 8, 2001 e-mail from Prasoon Goyal of Toledo, a former Davis-Besse 
engineer who avoided prosecution by agreeing to testify. 
 
Mr. Goyal's e-mail warned colleagues the NRC wanted plant-specific information. "This would 
create adifficult situation for us when they review our past inspection results," the e-mail stated. 
Prosecutors said Mr. Cook was contracted by FirstEnergy to craft a deceptive response. 
"Those serial letters concealed information, as alleged in the indictment. They contained false 
statements. 
 
We submit to you that David Geisen and Rod Cook knew it," Mr. Poole said. 



Defense attorneys said the government's conspiracy theory is implausible. Neither defendant had 
anything to gain from keeping Davis-Besse online, they said. 
 
Richard Hibey, one of Mr. Geisen's attorneys, accused the government of "importing all of this 
hindsight" and trying to present it as fact. The defendants followed procedures that were in effect 
at the time and their actions "should not be perverted into a lie, a cover-up, a covert act," he said. 
"Why would he abandon his responsibility to science, his family, his employer, and the people 
[of Ohio] simply to keep Davis-Besse [online] another 45 days?" Mr. Hibey asked. 
 
John Conroy, one of Mr. Cook's attorneys, said his client "had no dog in this fight." 
"He's got 30 years in the business. He was making $150,000 a year. There is nothing in his 
contract that would have given him a raise, a promotion - anything," Mr. Conroy said. "He had 
no conceivable motive to do something like this, and every reason not to do so." 
Contact Tom Henry at: thenry@theblade.com or 419-724-6079. 
 
=============   
 
Fuel Cycle Facility Event Number: 43671 

Facility: PORTSMOUTH GASEOUS DIFFUSION PLANT 
RX Type: URANIUM ENRICHMENT FACILITY 
Comments: 2 DEMOCRACY CENTER 
                   6903 ROCKLEDGE DRIVE 
                   BETHESDA, MD 20817 (301)564-3200 
Region: 2 
City: PIKETON State: OH 
County: PIKE 
License #: GDP-2 
Agreement: Y 
Docket: 0707002 
NRC Notified By: RON CRABTREE 
HQ OPS Officer: MARK ABRAMOVITZ  

Notification Date: 09/28/2007 
Notification Time: 14:35 [ET] 
Event Date: 09/28/2007 
Event Time: 11:16 [EDT] 
Last Update Date: 09/28/2007  

Emergency Class: NON EMERGENCY 
10 CFR Section:  
OTHER UNSPEC REQMNT 

Person (Organization):  
MALCOLM WIDMANN (R2) 
ROBERT PIERSON (FSME) 

Event Text  

SMOKE FROM STEAM PLANT STARTUP REQUIRING STATE NOTIFICATION  
 
"At 0930 hours, 09/28/07, the PORTS Plant Shift Superintendent's (PSS) Office was notified of an 
opacity exceedance, which had occurred at the X-600 Steam Plant on 09/18/07. The PORTS PSS 
Office notified the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) of this incident, at 1116 hours, 
09/28/07. This notification to another government agency is reportable to the NRC as a 4-Hour 
Event per the United States Enrichment Corporation (USEC) Nuclear Regulatory Event Reporting 
Procedure UE2-RA-RE1030, Appendix D, Section P (Miscellaneous) which states: 'USEC shall notify 
NRC of any event or situation, related to the health and safety of the public or on-site personnel, or 
protection of the environment, for which a news release is planned or notification to other 
government agencies has been or will be made. Such an event may include an on-site fatality or 
inadvertent release of radioactively contaminated materials.'"  
 
The start-up of the steam boiler was completed however, problems were encountered which created 
smoke after the state mandated time limit for startup smoke had expired.  
 



The licensee notified the NRC Resident Inspector and the Department of Energy. 

 
=====  
 
General Information or Other Event Number: 43679 

Rep Org: FIRSTENERGY NUCLEAR OPERATING CO. 
Licensee: FIRSTENERGY NUCLEAR OPERATING CO. 
Region: 1 
City: SHIPPINGPORT State: PA 
County:  
License #:  
Agreement: N 
Docket:  
NRC Notified By: PETER SENA III 
HQ OPS Officer: JOHN KNOKE  

Notification Date: 10/01/2007 
Notification Time: 16:34 [ET] 
Event Date: 08/02/2007 
Event Time: [EDT] 
Last Update Date: 10/01/2007  

Emergency Class: NON EMERGENCY 
10 CFR Section:  
21.21 - UNSPECIFIED PARAGRAPH 

Person (Organization):  
RAY POWELL (R1) 
JERRY DOZIER (NRR) 
PART 21 GROUP EMAIL () 

Event Text  

PART 21 REPORT - POPPET NUT AND STEM ASSEMBLY DEGRADATION ON MSIV  
 
"In accordance with 10 CFR 21.21(d)(3)(ii), FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company (FENOC) is 
providing the required written notification of a concern regarding the potential for vibration inducted 
wear on the pilot poppet nut and stem assemblies provided for use in the Beaver Valley Power 
Station Unit No. 2 (BVPS-2) Main Steam System Isolation Valves [MSIV] that if uncorrected could 
potentially create a significant safety hazard. FENOC evaluated the concern via a Prompt Operability 
Determination and concluded that there is reasonable assurance that currently installed valve 
components at BVPS-2 are operable and plans to replace the affected components during the next 
BVPS-2 refueling outage."  
 
Valve manufacturer of defective valve components is Weir Valves and Controls USA Inc. in Salem, 
MA.  
 
The licensee notified the NRC Resident Inspector. 

 
========  
 
Power Reactor Event Number: 43683 

Facility: BEAVER VALLEY 
Region: 1 State: PA 
Unit: [1] [2] [ ] 
RX Type: [1] W-3-LP,[2] W-3-LP 
NRC Notified By: KEN TIEFENTHAL 
HQ OPS Officer: JASON KOZAL  

Notification Date: 10/03/2007 
Notification Time: 10:42 [ET] 
Event Date: 10/02/2007 
Event Time: 19:08 [EDT] 
Last Update Date: 10/03/2007  

Emergency Class: NON EMERGENCY 
10 CFR Section:  
26.73 - FITNESS FOR DUTY 

Person (Organization):  
RAY POWELL (R1) 

 

Unit 
SCRAM 
Code RX CRIT 

Initial 
PWR Initial RX Mode 

Current 
PWR Current RX Mode 



1 N N 0 Refueling 0 Refueling 

2 N Y 100 Power Operation 100 Power Operation 

Event Text  

FITNESS FOR DUTY - NON-LICENSED SUPERVISOR  
 
A non-licensed employee supervisor had a confirmed positive test for alcohol during a random 
fitness-for-duty test. The employee's access to the plant has been placed on administrative hold. 
Contact the Headquarters Operations Officer for additional details.  
 
The licensee notified the NRC Resident Inspector. 

 
==========  
 
Power Reactor Event Number: 43699 

Facility: FERMI 
Region: 3 State: MI 
Unit: [2] [ ] [ ] 
RX Type: [2] GE-4 
NRC Notified By: MIKE HIMEBAUCH 
HQ OPS Officer: JOE O'HARA  

Notification Date: 10/07/2007 
Notification Time: 05:56 [ET] 
Event Date: 10/07/2007 
Event Time: 01:14 [EDT] 
Last Update Date: 10/07/2007  

Emergency Class: NON EMERGENCY 
10 CFR Section:  
50.72(b)(3)(ii)(A) - DEGRADED CONDITION 

Person (Organization):  
LAURA KOZAK (R3) 

 

Unit 
SCRAM 
Code RX CRIT 

Initial 
PWR Initial RX Mode 

Current 
PWR Current RX Mode 

2 N N 0 Refueling 0 Refueling 

Event Text  

PRIMARY CONTAINMENT LEAK RATE EXCEEDED  
 
"At 0114 EDT on 10/7/07, Fermi 2 feed water line check valves, B2100-F010B and B2100-F076B, 
failed their local leak rate tests. The leakage rate of the inboard check valve (B2100-F010B) was 
297.3 SCFH and the leakage rate of the outboard check valve (B2100-F076B) was indeterminate 
due to leakage exceeding the capability of the leak rate monitor. Thus, the minimum path leakage 
through penetration X-9B is 297.3 SCFH. This leak rate exceeds the Primary Containment allowable 
leakage rate (1.0 La) of 296.3 SCFH per Tech. Spec. 5.5.12. The NRC Resident Inspector has been 
notified of this event."  
 
The licensee is reporting a degraded safety function associated with the primary containment 
barrier. The licensee intends to repair the leaking valve and retest it prior to any mode change. 
There is no LCO associated with this condition because the licensee is in mode 5. 

 
=========  
Fuel Cycle Facility Event Number: 43715 

Facility: PORTSMOUTH GASEOUS DIFFUSION PLANT 
RX Type: URANIUM ENRICHMENT FACILITY 
Comments: 2 DEMOCRACY CENTER 
                   6903 ROCKLEDGE DRIVE 
                   BETHESDA, MD 20817 (301)564-3200 

Notification Date: 10/11/2007 
Notification Time: 17:03 [ET] 
Event Date: 10/11/2007 
Event Time: 05:40 [EDT] 
Last Update Date: 10/11/2007  



Region: 2 
City: PIKETON State: OH 
County: PIKE 
License #: GDP-2 
Agreement: Y 
Docket: 0707002 
NRC Notified By: KURT SISLER 
HQ OPS Officer: BILL HUFFMAN  

Emergency Class: NON EMERGENCY 
10 CFR Section:  
76.120(c)(2) - SAFETY EQUIPMENT FAILURE 

Person (Organization):  
BEINOY DESAI (R2) 
SCOTT FLANDERS (FSME) 

Event Text  

STEAM LEAK PAST A SAFETY RELATED O-RING  
 
"[This event occurred at] 10-11-07 at 0540 hrs in the X-342 - Feed Facility, Autoclave #1, 
approximately 40 minutes into the heating cycle (mode II) on a refeed cylinder. An operator 
encountered an audible steam leak past the Viton 'O' ring at the 12 o'clock position. The steam was 
secured and autoclave shell opened. Inspection of the Viton 'O' ring resulted in the discovery of a 
separation of the splice joint. A pressure decay was performed to determine if the O- ring would 
have performed its 'Q' function. The test failed resulting in a 24 hour event."  
 
The licensee has contacted the Regional NRC inspector for this facility. 

 
======  
 
 
 


