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Funding 

 Restorations projects must benefit FWS trust resources 
◦ Federally listed species, migratory birds, migratory fish, refuges, 

& supporting habitat 

 Projects can have public access & educational 
components 
◦ Primitive canoe launch, educational signage, & trails 
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Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
(GLRI) 

 Area of Concern (AOC) focus 
 Request for proposals in February 
◦ Focus on restoration & contaminants 

 Other short notice requests throughout 
the year, usually with targeted  project 
focus 

 Funded projects range from $84k to 
$350k 

 Leverage funds 
 



GLRI – FWS Black River Project 

 Eliminate contaminant source to Black River 
 Upslope from NOAA fish shelf restoration 
 Removal of abandoned bioremediation cells & slag 
 Riparian restoration 



GLRI – FWS Black River Project 

Pre-construction Post-construction 
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GLRI – Types of Projects 

 Wetland & fish habitat restoration  
 Stream restoration  
 Improve riparian buffer  
 Fish shelves  
 Contaminants studies 
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Natural Resources Damage 
Assessment & Restoration (NRDAR) 
 Compensate public for past, interim and future losses of 

natural resources and services due to spills or releases 
of hazardous substances 

 Authorized to pursue compensation by: 
◦ Oil Pollution Act (OPA) 
 petroleum products 
◦ Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) 
 hazardous substances 

 State & Federal agencies act as natural resource trustees 
 



Natural Resources Damage 
Assessment & Restoration (NRDAR) 
1. Determine injury through time to natural 

resources due to a release of oil or hazardous 
substance 
 

2. Assess damages for injuries to recover and 
restore trust resources and their services 
 

3. Recover damages as $$$ or projects via a 
negotiated settlement or litigation 

 



NRDAR Partnerships 

 Local and/or state partner required for 
restoration projects 

 NRDAR funds 
◦ Purchase property (or conservation 

easement) 
◦ Habitat restoration 
◦ Long term operations & maintenance 

 NRDAR funds may be used as match 
for grants 
 

 



NRDA Restoration 

◦ Ohio River aquatic restoration 
◦ Leading Creek doser 
◦ Ashtabula River wooded wetland restoration & fish 

shelves 
 

Ashtabula 
preconstruction 

Ohio R. 

Leading Cr 

Ashtabula 
construction 

 



Ohio 
Projects 
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Get Involved 

 Contact us: ohio@fws.gov, 614-416-8993 
 Attend public meetings about NRDA 

Restoration 
 Let us know about potential GLRI 

projects 
 General restoration project preferences: 
◦ Benefit affected trust resources 
◦ Within AOC or affected watershed(s) 
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Thank You! 
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