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Craig Gossman, AIA, NCARB
KKG considers the environmental, financial, and human 
impacts of design & development decisions. Specialized 
strategic planning, urban design and economic solutions 
can set the stage for livable communities and 
neighborhoods.

Introduction

Steve Armsey, LEED AP
Resurgence Group is a real estate consulting firm 
specializing in urban redevelopment management.  We 
engage both public and private entities in the revitalization 
of underutilized properties using a systematic approach to 
resolve ownership, environmental, and funding issues that 
obstruct redevelopment opportunities.

Aaron Whittaker, CRE
FSA recognizes successful projects require a 
development approach where each step of the planning 
and design process is rooted in an understanding of 
successful development models AND the realities of 
the competitive market place.
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Problems with conventional development patterns/sprawl-

• Environmental degradation
• Fiscal concerns
• Traffic
• Demographic changes

Environmental benefits-

• Improved air quality
• Improved water quality
• Brownfield redevelopment
• Open space preservation

Smart Growth:
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Healthy Communities:
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Triple Bottom Line:
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Revitalization-
making restorative improvements in an existing community that enhance the 
quality of life for residents and support progressive economic development

Brownfields-
real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be 
complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant or contaminant

Definitions:



Kinzelman Kline Gossman
Resurgence Group
Front Street Analytics

• The IMPORTANCE

• Establishing redevelopment 
GOALS and OBJECTIVES

• Balancing DREAMS and 
REALITIES

Prioritizing Sites:
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• “Found Ground”
• Revitalization – Economic Lift
• Market Driven 
• Quality of Life
• Implementation of development vision as 

defined by the community
• Preservation of cultural assets and 

reinforcement of sense of place
• Context appropriate high quality development
• Consideration of adjacencies

and regional Influences
• Promote environmentally and

economically sustainable solutions
• Design and Development 

Guidelines

Establishing Regeneration Goals at Outset
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• Be PROACTIVE not reactive

• Act SOONER rather than later

• Involve COMMUNITY

• Involve MUNICIPALITIES, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
and other PUBLIC ENTITIES

• Involve CONSULTANTS and 
CONTRACTORS

Identify/Assemble Key Team Participants & Stakeholders:
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• MARKET DRIVEN

• ECONOMIC STRATEGIES

• Critical to CONVERTING 
LIABILITIES INTO ASSETS

Establishing The Role of The Economic Development Professional:
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Competitive Choices:
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• Multiple parcels mean 
MULTIPLE OWNERS

• Barriers to LAND CONTROL 
and ACQUISITION

• Public ASSISTANCE

Controlling and Consolidating Land:
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Preliminary Proforma:
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• Valuable input to the PLANNING process

• Identified END USERS

Getting Developers Involved:
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Project Modeling:
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• Green Building Practices / LEED-ND
• Sustainable Site Development Practices
• Brownfield Redevelopment
• Conserving Energy
• Tree Planting & Management
• Trails & Linkages
• Stream Buffers
• Connectivity Walking Trails/Bike Paths 
• Improving Air Quality
• Rain Gardens/Storm Water Runoff
• Low Maintenance native plantings
• Managing Growth & Development Patterns

Sustainable Development
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LOCAL + STATE + FEDERAL

Identifying Funding Sources at all levels:
• Job Ready Sites (JRS)
• Enterprise Zones 
• Establishment of TIF Districts
• Enterprise zone tax abatements to offset 

business operating costs to incentivize 
development

• Job Creation Tax Credits 
• Clean Ohio – Brownfield Sites
• Ohio Enterprise Bond Fund 
• Transportation related grants
• Direct allocation of district generated 

sales tax through State and County 
legislation

• ODOD additional development & 
business incubation programs
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Creating Place:
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Stories of Place – Brookville, PA

Remediation grant funded by PA Department of Environmental Protection
Storage Tank Cleanup Program
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Stories of Place – Town Center, Brookville, PA
“Previously, the site was home to a gas station where leaking 
underground storage tanks had contaminated the soil and 
groundwater. The parties have demonstrated the site will be safe for 
reuse as a park and the property is poised to become a center for 
public enjoyment and recreation.” 
DEP Regional Director Kelly Burch. 
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Stories of Place – Cambridge, OH
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Stories of Place –

Economic Lift, Cambridge, OH
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Stories of Place – Campus Connections & Neighborhood Serving

East Market Street, Greensboro, NC
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Stories of Place – Multi-Site Districting Strategy, Zanesville, OH
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Stories of Place – Zanesville, OH
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Stories of Place – Brownfields to Greenfields, Whittier Peninsular

$750,000 Clean Ohio Assistance Fund 
(COAF) grant for a former warehouse 
located in the Whittier Peninsula Park 
Redevelopment Project Area. The 
grant was used for demolition and 
asbestos abatement of the warehouse. 

$750,000 Brownfield Cleanup Revolving 
Loan Fund (BCRLF) from the Ohio 
Department of Development for 
remediation of subsurface impacts in 
the Whittier Northern Tier parcels.
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Stories of Place – Brownfields to Brightfields, Whittier Peninsular, Columbus, OH
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Stories of Place – Community Park, Blue Ash Airport Redevelopment
Nov 19th 2010

$1,087,500 Clean Ohio Revitalization 
Fund grant to complete remediation 
activities prior to redevelopment as park 
and performance venue
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Stories of Place – Restoration of Historic Context, Montgomery, OH
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Stories of Place – Restoration of Historic Context, Montgomery, OH
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“Cleaning brownfields is one of the best ways that 
government can aid the revival of cities.”
. . . Hartford Current 

“Smart growth is about creatively reusing the built 
infrastructure.”
. . . Connecticut State House Speaker James Amman
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