
Drinking Water Advisory Committee

November 7, 2006
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Ohio EPA
Lazarus Government Center

 EPA Conference Room A

Abstract

The following updates are highlights of the November 7, 2006 Drinking Water Advisory
Committee (DWAC) meeting.  The executive summary follows the abstract.

Major agenda items included an overview of 2006 Accomplishments and 2007 Action
Items, and a discussion of the Expense Reimbursement Grant for Small System
Training.  Updates were provided on the Operator Certification and Waterline
Replacement rules.  The meeting concluded with a roundtable discussion.

A. Chief’s Update - Mike Baker

Operator Certification Rule Update

Meetings with interested parties to address concerns of the proposed rule
changes occurred in October.  DDAGW will move forward with filing this month. 
Changes to address comments were made to the proposed rules and are posted
on the web at http://www.epa.state.oh.us/ddagw/oac.html.  

Waterline Replacement Rule Update

OAC 3745-91-01 and 02 exempts public water systems from obtaining prior plan
approval for some replacement waterlines.  The rule changes have been
proposed with JCARR and the hearing will occur on November 20, 2006.  The
rules are expected to be final in December 2006.

B. DDAGW 2006 Accomplishments & 2007 Action Items

Members were provided with an overview of DDAGW accomplishments from
State Fiscal Year 2006, and 2007 program action items and goals.  A copy of the
PowerPoint presentation is attached for your reference.

www.epa.state.oh.us/ddagw
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C.   Discussion of Small Systems Training  - Mike Baker & Kirk Leifheit

Members were updated on the Expense Reimbursement Grant (ERG) and small
systems training.  The ERG targets training and certification of operators of
community and nontransient noncommunity public water systems serving a
population of 3,300 or fewer.  

Members were updated about assistance The Ohio State University is providing
to develop a job analysis for operators.  The job analysis includes work duties,
skills, resources and behavioral traits called a DACUM research chart.  Experts
in the profession provide information that is used in the analysis.  The information
gathered will be used to better target training, expand the database of questions
on exams, and assist in exam validation.  Meetings were to be held November 9th

and 10th to develop DACUM research charts for Class III Water and Wastewater
Operators. DDAGW has already obtained a completed analysis for Class I
Wastewater Operators.  DDAGW anticipates the future development for all
classifications.

Members discussed various ways to utilize ERG funds to build a more robust
operator certification program.  One identified goal is to use funds to build the
capacity for training among partner organizations after the grant has expired. 
Objectives include making training more accessible, professional and credible to
attract individuals to the operator field.  The group discussed purchasing a
training trailer with operating equipment, which other states have done in
conjunction with their Rural Water Associations.  Members provided several
suggestions and made comments regarding the matter, including:

• Request assistance from non-profit organizations that have prior experience;
• Educate the decision-makers;
• Promote the profession to vocational and high schools; 
• Involve guidance counselors and professional counselor associations;
• Request assistance from the Department of Education.  

The topic concluded with identifying a few starting points, which include forming a
workgroup, establishing concrete goals and objectives, and creating a self-
sustained, complete product geared to small communities.  

D.  Rule Initiatives - Holly Kaloz

Members were provided with status updates on recent state and federal rule-
making activities and asked to refer to the attached State and Federal Rule-
making Update handouts for details.  
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E.   Member Roundtable

Committee members were given an opportunity to share information from their
organization.

Operator Training Commission of Ohio (OTCO)
Curtis Truss updated the members on the training being conducted for the Ohio
Department of Health on the Home Septage Rules.  OTCO is administering exams
to certify waste haulers, installers, and service providers.  It is expected that as
many as 5,000 people will be certified to conduct business in 2007.

Ohio Rural Community Assistance Program (RCAP)
Tom Fishbaugh updated the members on upcoming utility managerial and financial
training.  Tom also mentioned that RCAP is consulting with other service providers
about the possibility of using a former ODNR site near Green Springs, Ohio as a
training facility.

Ohio Manufactured Homes Association (OMHA)
Dave Thalman updated the members on upcoming training.  OMHA is working with
Andy Barienbrock of DDAGW, Operator Certification Program on conducting Class
A certification training.

DDAGW Representatives: 
Mike Baker
Beth Messer
Kirk Leifheit
Holly Kaloz
Susan Baughman

DWAC Attendees:  
Curtis Truss, Operator Training Commission of Ohio
Tom Fishbaugh, Ohio Rural Community Assistance Program
Kevin Strang, Ohio Rural Water Association
Dave Thalman, Ohio Manufactured Homes Association
Sue Daly, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
Steve Grossman, Ohio Water Development Authority

Handouts:
• DDAGW 2006 Accomplishments & 2007 Action Items (PowerPoint presentation)
• Federal Rule Making Update
• State Rule Making Update
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