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To: State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) 
 
From: Jeff Beattie, OEPA-RTK through Cindy DeWulf, DAPC & SERC Co-Chair 
 
Subject: October 13th, 2010 SERC Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: November 19th, 2010 
**************************************************************************************************** 
The October 13th, 2010 State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) meeting was 
called to order at the Ohio Emergency Management Agency by Cindy DeWulf, SERC 
Co-Chair (Ohio EPA). 
 
15 Voting Members were present: 
Cindy DeWulf, Ohio EPA, SERC Co-ChairRandy Van Dyne, Environmental 
Representative 
Tim Kern, AG Office 
Brian Gallagher, EMA/LEPC Representative 
Frank Conway, State Fire Marshal’s Office 
Willie Brantingham, Volunteer Firefighters’ Association 
Al Phillips, Ohio Department of Transportation 
Dan Fisher, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Doug Johnson, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Raenell Nagel, Environmental Representative 
Nancy Osborn, Ottawa County Health Commissioner, County Interest 
Jack Pounds, Ohio Chemistry Technology 
Steve Wagner, Ohio Department of Health 
William Bishilany, Elected Official Representative 
Jeff Dickey, State Highway Patrol 
 
4 Voting Members were absent: 
Mel House, Ohio EMA, SERC Co-Chair (Alternate) 
Rick Hoffman, Professional Firefighters’ Association Representative 
Industry Representative (Vacant) 
Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Association (Vacant) 
 
Waive the 24 Hour Rule: 
Nancy Osborn made the motion, seconded by Steve Wagner, that the 24-hour rule be 
waived.  
 
          Record of Vote:       14 -For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
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Approval of August 11th, 2010 SERC Meeting Minutes: 
Cindy DeWulf asked for a motion to accept the August 11th, 2010 SERC meeting 
minutes. A motion was made by Willie Brantingham. Motion to accept was seconded by 
Jeff Dickey. 
 
          Record of Vote:      14 -For 
                                           0 -Against 
                                           0 -Abstain 
 
 
SERC Committee Reports: 
 
Executive: 
Cindy DeWulf stated that the Executive Committee met prior to today’s meeting. She 
thanked the Training Committee for their planning efforts in putting on the LEPC 
Statewide Conference. 
 
There still remains two (2) vacancies on the SERC. The Governor’s Office of Boards 
and Commissions has indicated that they are close to appointing replacements for the 
vacant positions previously held by Al Gruber and Vernon Higedki.  
 
Cindy DeWulf stated that the information request from the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security is close to being finalized. Tim Kern (AGO) is putting final touches 
into a letter of understanding between the SERC and Homeland Security on how the 
information is to be used and will not be made available for any freedom of information 
request made to  Homeland Security.   
 
Cindy DeWulf mentioned that Mel House (Ohio EMA) has indicated that a working 
committee is to be established by January 2011 to address the exercise issues which 
SERC has discussed throughout the year. Ohio EMA has drafted a “white paper” for the 
group to incorporate into the committee pending discussions.  
 
The committee then briefly discussed the issue involving “non-functioning or non-
performing LEPC(s).” It was felt by the committee that the issue should be discussed 
within the Administration & Committee since withholding SERC grant funds has been 
routinely brought up in initial discussions. The committee did feel that SERC should 
better communicate with County Commissioners when an LEPC is failing to perform 
required activities. 
 
Administrative & Funding:    
Cindy DeWulf mentioned that the Administration and Funding Committee met prior to 
the meeting and the funding ramifications that may impact non-performing LEPC(s) 
were discussed briefly. The committee plans to have more definitive proposal to present 
at the next SERC meeting. 
 
Operations & Issues: 
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Brian Gallagher stated that the Committee did not meet in the off month because he 
was in Japan for military duty. 
 
Brian relayed that Huron County had asked if a private hospital who participates in the 
response by patient care and decontamination activities at the hospital be reimbursed 
by the responsible party? This question came up as an outcome from their exercise. 
Tim Kern mentioned that the cost recovery language under ORC 3745.13 only speaks 
for public entities and cost recovery and does not address private entities. Jeff Dickey 
stated that the private hospital ought to have some type of insurance carrier that can 
deal with the issue on their behalf. As for if it was a county based and operated hospital, 
the answer was unclear. Tim Kern mentioned that should be a question for that county 
prosecutor. 
 
Training and Education:  
Willie Brantingham stated that the LEPC Conference seemed very well received by 
those in attendance. Attendance was established at 94 attendees on Wednesday, 90 
Thursday, with 16 new attendees. Fifty-eight (58) evaluations were turned in that 
indicated a positive and successful event. Suggestions for next year’s conference were 
grant guidance and spending issues, door prizes/break drinks and desserts (which can 
not be implemented due to Governor’s Executive Order), and CAMEO. Having the 
SERC meeting in the morning seemed more favorable than the previous year having it 
in the afternoon. 
 
Willie mentioned that next year’s LEPC Statewide Conference is scheduled for August 
10th and 11th, if we decide on the 2-day format. 
 
If anyone has a suggested topic(s), please contact jeff.beattie@epa.state.oh.us and he 
will forward your e-mail to Willie Brantingham.  
 
Agency Reports: 
 
EMA 
Cindy DeWulf stated that there are 23 LEPC Exercises up for SFY 2010 Exercise 
Concurrence. Randy Van Dyne made a motion to approve Resolutions 2010-123 
through -145 as documented. William Bishilany seconded the motion. No discussion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  15- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
Cindy DeWulf stated that there is 1 LEPC Plan (Preble County) up for SFY 2011 Plan 
Concurrence. William Bishilany made a motion to approve Resolutions 2010-146 as 
documented. Jack Pounds seconded the motion. No discussion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  15- For 
                                           0- Against 
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                                           0- Abstain 
 
 
 
 
Cindy DeWulf stated that there is 1 LEPC Plan (Sandusky County) up for SFY 2010 
Plan Concurrence. Nancy Osborn made a motion to approve Resolutions 2010-147 
as documented. Al Phillips seconded the motion. No discussion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  15- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
                                              
EPA 
Cindy DeWulf introduced LEPC 2009-11 LEPC Membership Appointment, 
Resolutions 2010-148 through -151, appointing LEPC memberships to 4 planning 
districts (Auglaize, Lucas, Stark, and Trumbull) as documented. Willie Brantingham 
made a motion to approve. William Bishilany seconded the motion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  15- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
LEPC meeting minutes were provided for Ashtabula, Auglaize, Fairfield, Richland, and 
Stark counties. 
   
ODNR 
No Report. 
 
PUCO 
Dan Fisher gave a short summary of new regulations proposed by the US DOT’s 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.  The regulations were 
published in the July 27, 2010 Federal Register and cover the attendance of explosives 
during transport by truck.  National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 498 
“Standards for Safe Havens and Interchange Lots for Vehicles Transporting Explosives” 
would be designated the USDOT “Federally approved standard for the construction and 
maintenance of safe havens used for unattended storage of Division 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 
explosives”.  NFPA Standard 498 requires that operators of safe havens notify local fire, 
law enforcement and emergency response personnel about the details of safe havens 
located in their jurisdictions.  The PUCO will monitor the progress of this proposed rule 
making.       
 
Health   
No Report. 
 
SHP 
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No report. 
 
SFMFrank Conway wanted to make people aware that a new course is listed on the 
Fire Academy web site that addresses “FAA-emergency involving small aircraft and 
helicopters.” The course is free of charge.  
 
ODOT 
No Report. 
 
AGO 
No report. 
 
Other 
Raenell Nagel asked if SERC and/or LEPCs addresses issue(s) involving railroad 
transportation of hazardous materials throughout local municipalities within Ohio. 
 
Brian Gallagher stated that it is “hit n’ miss” with rail transportation information being 
received or not. Helen Norris (Logan County) used HMEP grant funds to do a county 
commodity flow study that did include rail. Brian mentioned that maybe this whole issue 
can be a potential session at next year’s LEPC Statewide Conference as a means to 
address what is indeed out there information wise and to dispel the myths that are also 
out there in this area. Cindy DeWulf asked that the SERC’s Operation and Issues 
Committee look into this issue at their next committee meeting. Jack Pounds stated that 
the issue can also most likely be addressed at the federal level, but it would take some 
due diligence to make the necessary and correct contacts. Don McDonald (Stark 
County) has a corporate level railroad representative on his LEPC that may be of some 
assistance. Don stated that his county and the other NE Ohio counties have large rail 
shipments of ethanol and ethanol process making chemicals taking place in that region 
due to there are six (6) ethanol plants in Ohio now. All agree that SERC should be 
involved with addressing this issue of concern and need. 
 
Raenell Nagel asked if SERC gets involved with coal slurry spills from pipelines. Tim 
Kern (AGO) talked of having conversations with Ohio EPA about this issue and it does 
not appear that it falls under SERC spill reporting language, but may indeed fall under 
other Ohio EPA regulations especially if it impacts waters of the state.   
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 


