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To: State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) 
 
From: Jeff Beattie, OEPA-RTK through Cindy DeWulf, DAPC & SERC Co-Chair 
 
Subject: June 8th, 2011 SERC Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: July 27, 2011 
**************************************************************************************************** 
The June 8th, 2011 State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) meeting was 
called to order at the Ohio Emergency Management Agency by Mel House, SERC Co-
Chair (Ohio EMA). 
 
10 Voting Members were present: 
Cindy DeWulf, Ohio EPA, SERC Co-Chair 
Mel House, Ohio EMA, SERC Co-Chair (Alternate) 
Randy Van Dyne, Environmental Representative 
Tim Kern, AG Office 
Dan Fisher, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Captain Pat Vessels, State Highway Patrol 
Clyde McKenzie, Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Association  
Frank Conway, State Fire Marshal’s Office 
Michael Snee, Ohio Department of Health 
Brian Gallagher, EMA/LEPC Representative 
 
9 Voting Members were absent: 
Al Phillips, Ohio Department of Transportation 
Raenell Nagel, Environmental Representative 
Professional Firefighters’ Representative (Vacant) 
Volunteer Firefighters’ Representative (Vacant) 
County Interest Representative (Vacant) 
Elected Official Representative (Vacant) 
Industry Representative (Vacant) 
Gary Obermiller, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Jack Pounds, Ohio Chemistry Technology 
 
Waive the 24 Hour Rule: 
Clyde McKenzie made the motion, seconded by Brian Gallagher, that the 24-hour rule 
be waived.  
 
          Record of Vote:       10 -For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
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Approval of April 13th, 2011 SERC Meeting Minutes: 
 
Willie Brantingham would like to recommend a correction to the April 13th, 2011 minutes 
that were sent out for approval at the June 8th meeting in regards to the last sentence of 
the Training and Education report. The committee is not setting up direct billing with a 
hotel. It was stated that the Country Inn & Suites had changed owner ship and it is now 
a Holiday Inn Express and that those who stayed there in the past for the LEPC 
Conferences should contact them now to re-establish their own account there.  
 
Mel House asked for a motion to accept the April 13th, 2011 SERC meeting minutes 
with the amended language to the Training and Education Committee Report as noted. 
A motion was made by Dan Fisher. Motion to accept was seconded by Randy Van 
Dyne. 
 
          Record of Vote:      10 -For 
                                           0 -Against 
                                           0 -Abstain 
 
 
SERC Committee Reports: 
 
Executive: 
Cindy DeWulf stated that the SERC continues to have four vacant appointments that 
the Governor’s Office needs to address. Those slots were held by Willie Brantingham, 
Richard Hughes, Nancy Osborn, and Rick Hoffman. Randy Van Dyne has been 
appointed for another 2 years. Cindy and Ohio EPA continue to check status with the 
Governor’s Office regarding this issue. 
 
The Committee voted to issue SERC Orders to Putnam and Washington County LEPCs 
for their LEPC Plan Non-Concurrence. Tim Kern and Mel House will work on the Order 
template and specifics that shall be included within each respective Order.  
 
Mel continued in that the SERC will not have the LEPC Excellence Award Program for 
this year cycle. The decision to temporarily suspend the Excellence Program is based 
on the need for Tim Kern to review the statute to determine if SERC has the authority to 
issue the awards. If the authority is not specifically outlined, the award will be addressed 
in the SERC grant funding rule that has to be drafted per recent discussions. 
 
Cindy stated that the SERC received a letter from the Trumbull County LEPC appealing 
the SERC non-concurrence of their LEPC Plan. Cindy will draft a response noting that 
there is a formal appeal process that they must follow if they want to formally appeal the 
SERC decision.  
 
The committee then discussed a second letter received from Trumbull County that was 
e-mailed to all EMA Directors and fire departments within the county regarding the issue 
of the county LEPC Plan. The Committee agreed that the letter was full of inaccuracies 
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and did not project factual truths. The letter shall respond to the inaccuracies and set 
the record straight.  
 
Mel continued in that the Committee discussed the upcoming LEPC Conference 
scheduled for August 10 and 11, 2011. The SERC meeting will be held Wednesday 
morning on the 10 and it is important for all SERC members to be in attendance. The 
Executive Committee will meet prior to that meeting at 9 am. 
 
On a last note, Cindy stated that the Executive Committee discussed the need to review 
all SERC law and rules to see what works, what doesn’t seem to be working and 
establish timeframes for possible changes. The Executive Committee would like to 
establish an ad hoc working committee to begin this review.    
 
Administrative & Funding:  
The Administration & Funding Committee met prior to today’s meeting.  
 
Cindy stated that the Committee discussed the SERC approved document “Ohio LEPC 
Funding Guidance.” At the last meeting, the Committee approved an LEPC spending 
request to use LEPC grant funds to support the Code Red Emergency Notification 
System. The Committee will incorporate this allowable expense into the funding 
guidance.  In addition, The Committee will propose language to clarify that LEPC funds 
cannot support actual emergency response and clean-up activities. The Committee also 
plans to update the LEPC Grant Application to simplify the application so that it will 
clearly outline the grant requirements, and can also be used as a grant report. 
 
The Committee discussed the need to increase our communications with the County 
Commissioners and Auditors. The goal is to increase LEPC awareness and relations 
with these parties.  
 
Operations & Issues: 
Brian Gallagher stated that the Committee has not met since the last SERC meeting. 
The Committee is currently addressing the LEPC Excellence Award Program, railroad 
commodity flow information, LEPC exercise changes, and a new issue of volunteer 
victims at an LEPC exercise that may get hurt. There have been at least two incidents 
where a county has had a volunteer get injured/hurt during an exercise and worker’s 
compensation has been an issue.   
 
Training and Education:  
Frank Conway stated that a copy of the latest LEPC Conference agenda has been 
distributed at today’s meeting. We still have two speakers to confirm. Frank will finalize 
the Conference agenda and registration and get to Jeff Beattie to e-mail out to all 
county LEPCs and SERC members. 
 
Agency Reports: 
 
EMA 
Ohio EMA indicates that there are 11 LEPC Exercises up for SFY 2011 Exercise 
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Concurrence. Brian Gallagher made a motion to approve Resolutions 2011-63 
through -73 as documented. Dan Fisher seconded the motion. No discussion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  10- For 
                                            0- Against 
                                   
EPA 
Cindy DeWulf introduced LEPC 2009-11 LEPC Membership Appointment, 
Resolutions 2011-74 through -76, appointing LEPC memberships to 3 planning 
districts (Ross, Summit and Tuscarawas counties) as documented. Clyde McKenzie 
made a motion to approve. Frank Conway seconded the motion.  
 
               Record of Vote: 10- For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
LEPC meeting minutes were provided for Allen, Auglaize, Montgomery-Greene, 
Richland, and Summit counties. 
   
ODNR 
No Report. 
 
PUCO 
Dan Fisher stated that USDOT just recently posted regulations that address the storage 
of explosives while in transportation that goes above and beyond placarding.   
 
Health 
No Report. 
   
SHP 
Captain Vessels commented that he is replacing Jeff Dickey who has filled a position 
within the human resource section at the SHP Academy. 
 
SFM 
Frank Conway stated that the SFY 2012 Academy 1st Quarter training schedule has 
been posted on their web site. 
 
On June 25th, the Fire Academy grounds will be hosting a fire flea market that will have 
fire equipment on sale and antique fire equipment on display. This event brings in 
2,000-3,000 people throughout the day. 
 
Mel House commented that SERC needs to work with the SFM Fire Academy on how to 
spend the HMEP training dollars in a better direction. The federal government has new 
leadership in place with this grant and is pushing the grant spending guidelines in new 
directions. Frank would like to move some of the HMEP grant dollars toward the train 
the trainer direction.  
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ODOT 
No Report. 
 
AGO 
Tim Kern commented on the LEPC interactions and concern with the railroads and 
hazmat issues. Just recently, the AGO Environmental Enforcement Section and Ohio 
EPA just recently reached a settlement with CSX on 8 past spills into state waterways. 
The settlement was $200,000 in civil penalties with a $150,000 Supplemental 
Environmental Project that they shall undertake. In addition, CSX had a consultant that 
was part of the settlement due to errors on their end in acting on behalf of CSX.  
  
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
    


