Noti ce

Thi s Engi neering Guide was recently converted to a PC format and
it has not been proof read by our engineering staff. Therefore,
it is subject to change at a | ater date.
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Question:

When determning the all owable particulate em ssion rate
fromOAC rul e 3745-17-09 for a sewage sludge or liquid waste
i ncinerator, does the total "refuse charged" include the

wei ght of water in sludge or liquid waste? (This question
was submtted by Dennis Bush of the Northeast District
Ofice on April 15, 1981.)

Answer :

Yes. The weight of water in the sludge, liquid waste or any
other material to be incinerated should be included in the
wei ght of "refuse charged” to any incinerators for the

pur pose of determ ning the allowable particulate em ssion
rate from OAC rul e 3745-17-009.

This response is based on the definition of "refuse" in
par agraph (B)(13) of QAC rule 3745-17-01 which reads as
fol | ows:

"' Refuse' neans any discarded matter, or any nmatter
which is to be reduced in volune, or otherw se changed
in chem cal or physical properties, in order to
facilitate its discard, renoval or disposal."”

Clearly, this definition covers a wide variety of materials
whi ch could include water. Therefore, froman anal ysis of
the I anguage used in this definition, the weight of water
shoul d be included in the weight of refuse charged to any
incinerator which is subject to the requirenents of QAC rul e
3745-17- 09.

Al t hough the inclusion of the weight of water in the weight
of the refuse charged results in a nore lenient particul ate
emssion limtation than if the weight of water were

excl uded, the OAPC believes that the em ssion limtations in
the OAC rul e 3745-17-09 do necessitate the installation of
"reasonably avail able control technol ogy".
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Crcunvention of the rule by increasing the noisture content
of the refuse charged to an incinerator should not be a
problem due to the fact that it is in the incinerator

owner' s/ operator's best economc interest to keep the

noi sture content as | ow as possible to mnimze the high
energy costs associated wth evaporating water. |If there is
concern about circunvention or if it is deened beneficial to
restrict noisture content to ensure proper operation and
conpliance wwth emssion |imtations, then special terns and
conditions may be added to the permt for any such

i nci ner at or.
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