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Based on Ohio EPAôs 2006 Integrated Report, slightly over 1/2 of the 

watershed assessment units and 1/3 of the large river assessment units 

monitored by Ohio EPA are impaired because of siltation/sediment from non-

point sources. To protect Ohio's water resources, Ohio EPA issues National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits. In the storm water 

program, each type of NPDES permit (MS4, Construction, and Industrial) 

requires Best Management Practices (BMPs) to address discharges of 

sediment. The most specific requirements address construction site runoff. 

These are the laws and rules governing water quality in the US and the state 

of Ohio. They state who is required to obtain an NPDES permit for their storm 

water discharges. 

CWA 1972 ïNPDES for point sources: sewage treatment plants and industrial 

wastewater 

1987 Amendments ïphased NPDES storm water requirements 

1990 Phase 1 Rules éLarge MS4s, Large Construction, and Industries 

1999 Phase 2 RuleséSmall MS4s, Small Construction 

See 40 CFR 122.26 & 122.30 thru .37

ORC 6111 ïNo discharge of pollutants unless complies w/ NPDES 

permit

OAC 3745 ïOhioôs Water Quality Standards

OAC 3745-38 ïGeneral NPDES Permits

OAC 3745-39 - Small MS4 Rules effective since June 2004
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Most operators pursue coverage under the CGP. Ohio EPA processes about 

3000 NOIs per year. 60% are for sites with less than 5 acres disturbed. If for 

some reason, the operator believes they can not meet the conditions of the 

CGP, they can apply for coverage under an Individual NPDES permit. In 15 

years, we have issued 1 Individual NPDES permit for construction. (involved 

Cat 3 wetlands).
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