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MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

Final Phase of Kirby Tire Dump Cleanup Underway; 
Reporters Invited to Tour Site 

 
 Ohio EPA will hold a news conference and close-up view of cleanup work that 

began this summer at the Kirby Tire dump near Sycamore. On Wednesday, July 12, at 
2 p.m., Ohio EPA Director Joe Koncelik will talk about the seven-year cleanup effort at 
the site and the accomplishments of Ohio’s scrap tire program since it began statewide 
cleanups a decade ago. 

 
 Ohio EPA staff will then lead a tour of the current project area, where a 

contractor is removing more than five million scrap tires that burned in an August 1999 
arson, and the rest of the site, where approximately 19 million scrap tires were removed 
over a seven-year period, ending in June 2006. 

 
 To date, Ohio EPA has spent more than $13 million to remove the surface tires, 

plus more than $6 million to treat surface water contaminated when it contacts the tires 
buried in the fire. Funding for the cleanup comes from a $1 fee collected on new tires 
sold in Ohio. 

 
 The site is located at 3137 Route 231, Sycamore, Ohio. From the Columbus and 

Toledo areas, take U.S. 23 to Upper Sandusky, then U.S. 30 east to Route 231. Go 
north on Route 231. From the Cleveland area, take Interstate 71 south to U.S. 30 west, 
then north on Route 231. The site is on the right, just south of the Route 103 
intersection. 

 
NOTE: This is a work site. Wear comfortable walking shoes or boots and be 

prepared for mud or dust. All visitors are required to check in at the security trailer. 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: RSVP is requested by July 11. 
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