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Ohio EPA Accepts Public Comments about Draft Permit for Apex Sanitary Landfill 

Ohio EPA has issued a draft permit-to-install to Apex Environmental, LLC, for the 
company’s proposed landfill expansion and authorized maximum daily waste receipt increase at 
Apex Sanitary Landfill in Jefferson and Harrison counties. The landfill is located at 11 County 
Road 78, one mile north of State Route 646 in Amsterdam (Springfield Township). 

Ohio EPA will hold an information session and public hearing on Thursday, July 9, 2009, 
at 6 p.m., at Ohio Catering, The Countryside, 91 Township Highway 262 (off State Route 43) in 
Bloomingdale. During the hearing, which immediately follows the information session, the public 
can submit comments for the record. The purpose of the hearing is to obtain additional 
information that will be considered before Ohio EPA issues or denies a final permit. Prior to the 
public hearing, citizens are encouraged to review the draft permit at the Amsterdam Lending 
Library (129 Main Street, Amsterdam). 

Ohio EPA places a high priority on public involvement and encourages citizens to 
become involved in the decision-making process. During the July 9 information session, 
representatives from Ohio EPA will briefly explain and answer questions regarding the revisions 
the company has made to its application. Ohio EPA held a public information session on 
November 13, 2008, regarding Apex’s original application. Additionally, on several occasions 
last year, Ohio EPA Director Chris Korleski met with community members, including those who 
live near the landfill. He visited the landfill to experience the conditions that concern neighbors. 
Korleski also met with company officials to discuss the community’s concerns about the landfill’s 
expansion. 

In January, Apex submitted a significantly revised application to Ohio EPA for its 
proposed landfill expansion. The revised application reduced the scope of Apex’s original landfill 
expansion request. The company voluntarily proposed to 1) request a smaller increase in its 
authorized maximum daily waste receipt, 2) reduce the vertical expansion for the northern slope 
of the landfill and 3) include additional information about odor control measures. 

Ohio EPA staff reviewed the technical aspects of the revised application and determined 
that it met the requirements of Ohio’s environmental laws and solid waste rules. Therefore, Ohio 
EPA issued Apex a draft permit that, if issued as a final permit, would authorize a vertical 
expansion of the landfill and an increase in the daily waste receipt limit from 5,250 tons per day 
to 7,500 tons per day (not 10,000 tons per day as originally requested). The draft permit also 
includes an odor management plan that includes two major components:  controlling odors from 
the active waste handling and disposal operations and installing a landfill gas collection and 
control system. (This system will work to capture landfill gas that may contribute to odors.) 

-more- 



  
 

Apex Draft Permit, Public Hearing 
June 4, 2009 
Page 2-2-2-2 

 

The company’s original application requested permission to increase the height of the 
landfill by 75 feet by increasing the steepness of the slopes. Three sides of the landfill would be 
3-to-1 grades for both existing and yet-to-be constructed areas of the landfill. The company 
revised its application to retain the existing 4-to-1 grade on the northern slope of the landfill. 
This means that the buried waste under 12 acres of the northern slope would not receive any 
new waste and would not need to be uncovered. This is a 488,332-cubic yard (about nine 
percent) reduction in air space compared to Apex’s original expansion request.   

Apex’s design includes a composite liner system; leachate collection system; surface 
water management system; ground water monitoring system; explosive gas monitoring and 
extraction system; and final closure cap system.  The permit also would incorporate 30 years of 
post-closure care and financial assurance for closure and post-closure care.  

The draft permit includes an exemption from the siting criterion in the Ohio 
Administrative Code, requiring that a sanitary landfill not be located in a limestone or sandstone 
quarry. When the landfill was first permitted under previous rules, siting a landfill in a limestone 
quarry was deemed to be acceptable. Limestone mining has not compromised the stability of 
the landfill, nor is it expected to do so in the future. Mining also has not impacted the ground 
water monitoring network, and future impacts are not expected. The minimum 15-foot 
separation with geological material required from the bottom of the recompacted soil liner to the 
uppermost aquifer system will be maintained. 

 
A copy of the draft permit is available for review at the Amsterdam Lending Library (129 

Main Street, Amsterdam), or by scheduling a file review at Ohio EPA’s Southeast District Office 
(2195 Front Street, Logan, Ohio 43138) by first calling (740) 385-8501 or (800) 686-7330.  
Interested parties also may write to Ohio EPA at the Logan address for more information. 

In addition to oral comments provided at the July 9 public meeting, Ohio EPA will 
equally consider written comments received through July 16 23, 2009 (*). Interested 
parties can send comments to Ohio EPA, Division of Solid and Infectious Waste 
Management, Attn: Systems Management Unit, P.O. Box 1049, Columbus, Ohio 43216-
1049.  

 
(*) extension to ensure citizens have ample time to submit public comments 
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