
 

 

Ohio Diesel Emission Reduction Grant Program 

New Awards, April 2016 
 

In the December 2015 application cycle, Ohio EPA received 62 applications requesting 

more than $28 million.   Based on the benefits of these projects in reducing diesel 

emissions, the following 26 grants are awarded, for a total of $15,194,956.61.  Ohio 

EPA estimates that these projects will achieve an estimated annual emission reduction 

of more than 745 tons of air pollutants (25.2 tons of fine particulates and 720.2 tons of 

nitrogen oxides) in Ohio counties that do not meet or are struggling to meet federal air 

quality standards.  These grants are supported with federal Congestion Mitigation and 

Air Quality (CMAQ) funds allocated to Ohio by the Federal Highway Administration, 

which has issued a formal eligibility determination for each project.  No incurred costs 

are permitted until the project receives written ODOT approval.   

 

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc, statewide, $254,250.58 to replace 5 model year 

2003-2007 diesel trucks with five model 2016 compressed natural gas (CNG) powered 

trucks, #D16F-027.  The Ohio Air Quality Development Authority is serving as the Public 

Sponsor for this project.  Contact:  Justin Sutton, Justin.Sutton@ads-pipe.com or 614-

658-0234. 

AK Steel Corporation, Butler County, $1,000,000.00 to repower two 1970s-era diesel 

locomotives with Tier 3 Genset power units, #D16F-024.  The Ohio Rail Development 

Commission is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  Contact:  James Touris, 

James.touris@aksteel.com or 513-425-6265.   

Bellaire Harbor Service, LLC, Belmont County, $373,994.41 to repower two model 

year 1990 diesel propulsion engines and two model year 1994 auxiliary diesel engines 

on the tug boat George Harrison with US EPA certified tier 3 power units, #D16F-046.  

The Belmont County Port Authority is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  

Contact:  Robert G. Harrison, bob@bellaireharbor.com or 859-240-8715. 
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Brunswick City School District, Medina County, $531,811.02 to replace seven model 

year 2002-2005 diesel school buses with seven model year 2016 diesel buses, and to 

purchase 61 direct-fired heaters to be installed onto existing fleet buses for idle 

reduction, D16F-048.  Contact:  Robert Kelly, RKelly@bcsoh.org or 330-225-7731. 

Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA), Franklin County, $984,880.00 to replace 10 

model year 2003 diesel transit buses with model year 2016 CNG powered buses, 

#D16F-016.  Contact:  Lee Jackson, JacksonCL@cota.com or 614-308-4234. 

Champion Township, Trumbull County, $58,540.97 to replace one model year 2000 

diesel dump truck with one model 2016 diesel truck, #D16F-050.  Contact:  Chris 

Connelly, Cconne2122@aol.com or 330-847-8915.   

Convoy Solutions, LLC (Idle Aire), Clark, Hamilton, and Montgomery Counties, 

$336,000.00 to install truck stop electrification infrastructure at two locations along IR 70 

and IR 75 in southwest Ohio, #D16F-033.  The Ohio Air Quality Development Authority 

is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  Contact:  Brian MacDonald, 

brian.macdonald@idleair.com or 865-232-1700.   

Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (GCRTA), Cuyahoga County, 

$796,000.00 to replace two model year 2002 diesel transit bus with model year 2016 

CNG powered buses, #D16F-055.  Contact: Michael York, 216-566-5101 or  Ronald 

Baron, rbaron@gcrta.org .  

Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority (GDRTA), Montgomery County, 

$999,075.00 to replace three model year 2001-2003 diesel transit buses with model 

year 2016 diesel buses, #D16F-058.  Contact: Robert Ruzinsky, 

bruzinsky@greaterdaytonrta.org or 937-425-8360. 

LakeTran, Lake County, $996,576.00 to replace two model year 1998 diesel transit 

buses with model year 2016 diesel buses, #D16F-061.  Contact: Andrew Altenweg, 

aaltenweg@laketran.com or 888-525-3872. 

Licking County Commissioners, Licking County, $81,097.13 to replace one 1983 

diesel semi-tractor truck with a model year 2016 diesel truck, #D16F-010.  Contact:  

William C. Lozier, blozier@lcounty.com or 740-670-5280. 

McGinnis, Inc, Lawrence County, $323,576.00 to repower two 1980s-era diesel 

propulsion engines in the tow boat the M/V John Greer with US EPA certified tier 3 

power units, #D16F-036.  The Ohio Air Quality Development Authority is serving as the 

Public Sponsor for this project.  Contact:  Robert J. Lynch, rlynch@mcginnisinc.com or 

740-377-4391 ext. 1240.   
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Mightyfruit Trucking, LLC, Richland County, $87,893.86 to replace two model year 

1984-1988 diesel trucks with model year 2016 diesel trucks, #D16F-037.  The Ohio Air 

Quality Development Authority is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  

Contact:  Richard Shaw, mightyfruit@me.com or 567-274-0199. 

Mondelez Global, LLC, Lucas County, $156,480.00 to replace one Tier 0 diesel 

switcher locomotive with a new Tier 3 diesel locomotive, #D16F-022.  The Ohio Rail 

Development Commission is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  Contact:  

Richard Leggett, Richard.Leggett@MDLZ.com or 419-697-6619. 

Portage Area RTA (PARTA), Portage County, $830,000.00 to replace two model year 

2006 diesel transit buses with model year 2016 CNG powered buses, #D16F-059.  

Contact: Katherine Manning, kmanning@partaonline.org or 330-678-7745 ext. 113. 

R&L Transfer, Inc.,  29 counties statewide, $996,402.56 to replace 40 model year 

1993-2005 diesel trucks with model year 2017 diesel trucks, #D16F-018.  The Ohio 

Environmental Protection Agency is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  

Contact:  Rick Duken, rduken@rlcarriers.com or 937-382-1494 ext. 1201.    

Railserve, Inc, Montgomery County, $568,443.00 to repower one 1973 switcher 

locomotive with a Tier 3 Genset power unit, #D16F-023.  The Ohio Rail Development 

Commission is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  Contact:  T.J. Mahoney, 

tjmahoney@railserve.biz or 404-661-8390.   

Republic Services, Inc, Stark County, $936,255.10 to replace seven model year 2009 

diesel refuse trucks with model year 2016 CNG powered refuse trucks, and to construct 

a CNG refueling facility at Republic Services’ facility at 964 Hazel St., Akron, #D16F-

043.  The City of Akron is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  Contact:  Mark 

O’Brien, Mobrien2@republicservices.com or 330-834-4920.   

Rocky River City School District, Cuyahoga County, $111,084.16 to replace two 

model year 2002 diesel school buses with model year 2016 diesel school buses, and to 

purchase 19 direct-fired heaters for idle reduction, to be installed onto existing fleet 

buses, D16F-002.  Contact:  Samuel L. Gifford, Gifford.samuel@rrcs.org or 440-356-

6017. 

Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA), Hamilton County, $729,504.00 

to replace two model year 2001 diesel transit buses with model year 2016 diesel buses, 

#D16F-062.  Contact: Daron Brown, DBrown@go-metro.com or 513-623-7612. 
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Stark Area Regional Transit Authority (SARTA), Stark County, $1,000,000.00 to 

purchase one zero-emission (LoNo) hydrogen fuel cell 40’ transit bus to replace one 

model year 2002 diesel bus, #D16F-007.  Contact: Julie Juszli, juliej3@sartaonline.com 

or 330-430-2275. 

Superior Marine Ways, Inc., Lawrence County, $728,535.78 to repower four 1980s-

era diesel propulsion engines and four auxiliary engines in two tow boats, the Stephen T 

and R.H. Beymer, with US EPA certified tier 3 power units, #D16F-054.  The Ohio 

Valley Regional Development Commission is serving as the Public Sponsor for this 

project.  Contact:  Matt Manns, mattmanns@superiormarineinc.com or 740-894-6224.  

Sysco Corporation, nineteen counties statewide, $501,270.75 to replace 25 model 

year 1997-2000 diesel trucks with 25 model year 2017 diesel trucks, #D16F-019.  The 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency is serving as the Public Sponsor for this project.  

Contact:  Eddie Tantoco, tantoco.eddie@corp.sysco.com or 281-584-4097.  

Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority (TARTA), Lucas County, $796,000.00 to 

replace two model year 2000 diesel transit buses with model year 2016 diesel buses, 

#D16F-060.  Contact:  Bill Kelly, wkelly@tarta.com or 419-245-5230. 

United Dairy Farmers, Inc, nine counties in central and southwest Ohio, $338,745.00 

to replace 11 model year 1993-2005 diesel trucks with model year 2016 diesel trucks, 

#D16F-017.  The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency is serving as the Public 

Sponsor for this project.  Contact:  Don Stamper, dstamper@udfinc.com or 513-396-

8700.   

Western Reserve Transit Agency (WRTA), Mahoning County, $678,541.29 to replace 

two model year 2001 diesel transit buses with model year 2016 diesel buses, #D16F-

013.  Contact:  Matthew Kotanchek, mkotanchek@wrtaonline.com or 330-941-5762. 

There will be another DERG grant application deadline later in 2016.  The Request for 

Proposals will be posted at 

http://epa.ohio.gov/oee/EnvironmentalEducation.aspx#131364252-diesel-emission-

reduction-grants . 

 

For more information on Ohio’s Diesel Emission Reduction Grants, contact:   

 

Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education 

PO Box 1049 

Columbus, OH  43216-1049 

Phone: (614) 644-2873 

Email: derg@epa.ohio.gov 
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