Ohio Environmental Education Fund

Awarded General Grants, SFY 2011
In the fall, 2010 and the spring, 2011 application cycles, the OEEF awarded the following 20 grants for a total of $700,000.

City of Columbus, “Greenspot: Sustainable Lifestyles, “F11G-009, $40,304, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Elementary), Contact: Leslie Strader, lrstader@columbus.gov, 614-645-7673.

This project seeks to improve student achievement by demonstrating real-life application of content standards delivered in grade one.  Sustainable lifestyle choices will be integrated into the everyday classroom experience through development of a locally specific leisure book, compiled teacher resources, classroom activity and the existing GreenSpot program.  

City of Geneva Wastewater Treatment Plant, “Recycle Fluorescent Bulbs,” F11G-014, $15,832, Ashtabula County, 
 Audience: General Public, Contact: Beverly Hoffman, wwlab@genevaohio.com, 440-466-4228.

The project seeks to increase public awareness of the dangers of mercury in the environment and how we can make a difference by recycling.  It would fund a program for the recycling of mercury containing lamps at the Recycle Center.  

Antioch College Corporation, Glen Helen Ecology Institute, “Glen Helen Residential Environmental Education Program,” F11G-019, $49,918, Greene County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University, Contact: Nikos Boutis, nboutis@glenhelen.org, 937-769-1902, ext. 105.

The Glen Helen Outdoor Education Center is the oldest residential environmental learning facility in the Midwest.  This project seeks to transform the academic internships of the center into professional practice, to enable the center to continue to provide environmental education instruction to schoolchildren, and professional preparation for outdoor and environmental educators.  

Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Geological Survey, “Ohio’s Geology in Core and Outcrop- A Field Guide for Citizens and Environmental and Geotechnical Investigators,” F11G-021, $49,982, statewide, Audience: General Public, Contact: Gregory Schumacher, greg.schumacher@dnr.state.oh.us, 740-548-7348, ext. 25.

This project will develop and publish a fully illustrated field guide, featuring maps, photos, and line drawings as well as concise descriptions for each of the 85 major geologic units mapped in Ohio.  Fact sheets for each geologic unit will provide a wealth of information about diagnostic geologic and environmental features, economic uses, general engineering characteristics, potential environmental hazards, and hydrogeologic properties for these units.  

Mohican School in the Out-of-Doors, “Natural Cache,” F11G-022, $23,086, Richland County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University, Contact: Ray Coleman, ray_coleman@mohicanoutdoorschool.org, 419-938-6671.  

This project will promote environmental education and stewardship by teaching students how to use GPS units to engage in geo-caching.  Cache sites will focus on activities designed to teach concepts of conservation and environmental education.  Mobile learning applications using Go Know software, delivered via hand held devices, will be piloted to record data and assess concept mastery.

Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati, “Green Learning Station: Inquiry Into Sustainability, a 7-12 Field Trip,” F11G-023, $50,000, Butler, Clermont, Hamilton, and Warren Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University, Contact: Ryan Mooney-Bullock, rbullock@civicgardencenter.org, 513-221-0981.

The Green Learning Station is a new environmental education facility focused on sustainable living in the city.  The funds will be used for field trip resources, bus travel for students, and start up of student action projects that are initiated as a result of participating in the Green Learning Station curriculum.  

Youngstown Neighborhood Development Corporation, “Lots of Green Market Gardner Training,” F11G-030, $38,022, Mahoning County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Edward McColly, emccolly@yndc.org, 330-480-0423

This project will train individuals in the environmental and business aspects of sustainable market gardening.  It will also match participants with local farmers to provide them with hands-on training.  A small market garden incubator site will be established to give participants critical real-world experience.  The program will contribute to the food security of the neighborhood, spread knowledge of sustainable agriculture techniques, convey to participants the connection between business and the environment, and encourage residents to grow food on vacant land.  

Ohio Wildlife Center, “WildAcademy- Teen Career Development SOARS at Ohio Wildlife Center,” F11G-031, $47,902, Delaware, Franklin, Madison, and Union Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Middle and High School), Contact: Kelly DuFour, kdufour@ohiowildlifecenter.org; 614-734-9453.

175 Central Ohio Students will participate in the first sessions of the WildAcademy, a new career development program exposing students to the fields of wildlife husbandry and environmental education.  It will expand on well-received hands-on outdoor experiences to encompass career planning for students ages 13-17 interested in wildlife, animal husbandry and habitat conservation careers.  Students will be trained in specific interpretive standards practiced in the field and will be exposed to public speaking, animal handling, and environmental education techniques.  

Clean Fuels Ohio, “Ohio Electric Drive Initiative,” F-11G-035, $24,419.00, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Jill Herbst, jill@cleanfuelsohio.org, 614-884-7336.

The Ohio Electric Drive Initiative is designed to educate Ohio government and private fleet managers about how they can reduce emissions and fleet operational costs through electric vehicles. Educational activities revolve around a series of regional seminars that will cover basics of electric vehicles, charging infrastructure, vehicle safety, grant opportunities, and a ride and drive/vehicle showcase. Additional resources will be available online—including seminar webcasts, handouts, other presentations and a fleet evaluation toolkit.

Stratford Ecological Center, “The Sunship Earth Program: Reaching 5th Grade Ohio Academic Content Standards,” F11G-038, $34,733, Delaware and Franklin counties,  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Elementary), Contact: Christa Hein, treebeing@aol.com, 740-363-2548.  

This project would initiate The Institute for Earth Education’s Sunship Earth program, becoming the first Sunship Earth Study Station in Ohio.  This internationally-recognized program provides week-long sessions of experiential, standards-based lessons and activities, providing students a complete curriculum focused on how the Earth functions, while providing teachers with a foundation on which to build their annual 5th grade science curriculum.  The applicant is currently working on phase one of this program; this will fund phases two and three: adapting the week-long program into one-day sessions for field trip limited schools and completing the construction of the Sunship Earth Study Station.

Entrepreneurs for Sustainability, “Zero Waste Catalyst,” F11G-042, $25,802, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina and Summit counties, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Holly Harlan, holly@e4s.org, 216-451-7755.

This project will advance the work of ZeroWasteNEO, an action network led by a collaboration of business, government and non-profit leaders.  This project will market their events to a broader community, create a new zero waste workshop  and waste audit program based on the curriculum and learning processes of the applicant’s Sustainability Implementation Group Program, and write and post on their website ten case stories that demonstrate how companies are advancing toward their zero waste goals.

ThinkTV – Public Media Connect, “Growing Up Wild in the Outdoor Classroom,” S11G-049, $49,853, twenty-one southwest and central Ohio counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (pre-school).  Contact: Tina Spaulding, tspaulding@thinktv.ofg 937-220-1620.

Three public television stations will train 840 child care providers and parents in central and southwest Ohio to use the outdoors as a classroom for teaching young children about nature and science.  Half-day workshops will present eight units from Project WILD’s “Growing Up WILD” curriculum, reinforced with a monthly e-newsletter with enrichment ideas for all attendees.  Activities include What’s Wild, Tracks, Bird Beak Buffet, Seed Need, Spider Web Wonders, The Deep Blue Sea, Wiggling Worms, and Wildlife is Everywhere.  Multiple collaborators include the CET and WOSU Public Media stations, Dayton Area Family Child Care Association, Ohio Job and Family Services agencies in 16 counties, OSU Extension and referral agencies in five other counties.  

Youngstown State University, Center for Environmental Sustainability, “Building Communities of Environmental Sustainability: An Introduction to Sustainability Education for Grade 7-12 Teachers,” S11G-050, $18,014, Mahoning and Trumbull Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (middle and high school), Contact: Lori Kumler, lmkumler@ysu.edu, 330-941-3317.  

The organization plans to offer the first professional development institute in the region introducing sustainability concepts to area science and social studies teachers in grades 7-12.  Teachers will be introduced to natural and social science sustainability concepts for five days over the summer and two academic follow-up days, using new curriculum from Creative Change Educational Solutions.  Collaborators include the Trumbull County Educational Service Center, Poland and Boardman School Districts, McCarthy Systems Co, Inc., and Red Basket Farms.  

Rural Action, “Appalachian Green Teachers Project,” S11G-051, $45,029, Athens, Hocking and Perry Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), Contact: Joe Brehm, joe@ruralaction.org 740-767-2225.

Over the course of the project, five teachers in three local school districts will partner with Rural Action and their collaborators to complete environmental learning projects with each of their classes, focusing on natural and cultural history and utilizing the outdoors as a classroom.  A fifth grade class will study Monarch butterflies to learn about food webs and migration.  Fifteen middle school students will work with the Sunday Creek Watershed Group to conduct a headwater assessment.  Another middle school class will complete an air quality unit and visit Ohio University’s Center for Air Quality monitoring station. A high school environmental science class will work with the Buckeye Trail Association to construct a walking trail through forested land behind the school.   Professional development workshops on Project WET, Project WILD and Project Learning Tree will be offered to another 25 teachers, to help them incorporate  hands-on outdoor activities and environmental topics into their lesson plans.  Results of these projects will be presented to neighboring school districts and the community in a mini-symposium.  

Licking County Health Department, “Sewage and Wastewater Elimination Education Program (SWEEP),” S11G-055, $17,085, Licking County, Audience: General Public,  Contact: Chad Brown, cbrown@lickingcohealth.org, 740-349-6487.

Provides educational materials, mailings, three workshops, and a tracking and reminder system to help 8,500 homeowners understand the importance of proper operation and maintenance of household sewage treatment systems. requirements.  An in-service training will also be provided for septic system installers, pumpers and service providers.  

Toledo Science Center/Imagination Station, “Energy Explorations,” S11G-057, $38,911, Lucas County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), Contact: Jamie Pafford, jpafford@imaginationstationtoledo.org, 419-244-2674.

Provides an experiential program to help Washington Local School District students and teachers in the third, seventh and tenth grades be better informed energy consumers.  A two-day professional development workshop will enable teachers to integrate district curriculum on energy with the new revised Ohio Academic Content Standards for science.  Kits will be provided for 500 elementary students to conduct home energy audits of appliances and insulation. Ten high school students will attend the Ohio Energy Project’s Youth Energy Summit.   All students will take a field trip to Imagination Station, and classroom programs delivered by Imagination Station team members will let students test solar racecars and the lifting power of windmill blades they construct themselves.  Bowling Green State University and the Northwest Ohio Center for Excellence in STEM Education are collaborating. 

Summit Soil and Water Conservation District, “ NPDES Phase II Education Seminar Series,” S11G-059, $24,153, Statewide, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Cynthia Fink, cfink@summitswcd.org, 330-929-2871.

Supports ongoing efforts to educate communities regulated under the NPDES permit program for municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s).  Fifteen workshops focusing on the six Minimum Control Measures required by the MS4 permit are planned. Topics include post-construction best management practices (BMPs) for public road projects, illicit discharge detection and elimination, pollution prevention in municipal operations, storm water retrofits, runoff reduction methods, effective public education techniques, low-impact development, construction site inspections, using balanced growth tools, and federal effluent guidelines on construction and development.  To supplement these workshops, Center for Watershed Protection webcasts will be available for live viewing throughout the state.  In addition, six Excal Visual LLP pollution prevention training kits will be purchased for loan to MS4 communities.  Multiple local agencies and organizations are collaborating.  

Delaware Regional Planning Commission, “Protecting Olentangy Riparian Corridors,” S11G-066, $27,657, Delaware, Franklin, Marion and Morrow counties, Audience: Regulated Community,  Contact: Scott Sanders, ssanders@co.delaware.oh.us, 740-833-2260.

Project promotes riparian conservation, storm water best management practices, and the use of conservation easements to mitigate the impacts of development in sensitive areas of the Olentangy River watershed.  Seventeen local jurisdictions and four county Soil and Water Conservation Districts are collaborating to develop a resource manual, detailed GIS maps of waterway setbacks, and a watershed tour and workshop for local officials and developers on compliance with the Olentangy Permit issued by Ohio EPA.  The Heart of Ohio RC&D will coordinate outreach to 2700 riparian landowners, including four workshops and a database of landowners interested in selling land into conservation easements.  Multiple organizations and agencies are collaborating. 

Cuyahoga River Community Planning Organization,” Cuyahoga ReLEAF: Managing Forest Canopy for Watershed Health in the Cuyahoga River Area of Concern,” S11G-068, $49,508, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Jane Goodman, goodmanj@crcpo.org, 216-496-7694.

The project will help elected officials, planning and zoning commission members, municipal service directors, school districts and leaders of watershed groups in approximately 38 local communities in eight tributary sub-watersheds to develop and apply Forest Canopy Management tools to improve tributary watershed health in the Cuyahoga River Area of Concern.  Provides hands-on training, forest canopy maps and support to help communities increase their use of forest and riparian areas as nonstructural storm water Best Management Practices.  The improved awareness of forest cover trends, at-risk areas and the value of healthy forest canopy for long-term watershed health will yield better storm water management and regulatory compliance, support long-term watershed stewardship, and offset the effects of canopy loss from sprawl, pests and invasive species.  Multiple local and state organizations are collaborating.

Sustainability for Educators and the Environment (S.E.E.), “Zero Waste for Sustainable Schools,” S11G-073, $29,790, Portage County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary, Middle and High School), OEEF Priority: Environmental Sustainability, Contact: Kelly Ferry, kelly@talklessdomore.org, 330-472-5801. 
SEE educators will work with approximately 5800 students, faculty and staff to reduce waste at twelve northeast Ohio schools.  Activities include waste audits and sorts of solid waste, construction of recycling stations for bottles, cans, plastic and paper, and lunch waste composting stations.  Students will create signs to promote the stations, write articles for an electronic newsletter, and track waste volume reductions achieved in their classrooms and school, recording and tracking their results on a social networking website using stories and video.  Emerald Environmental is collaborating.  
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