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Overview of Today’s Webinar 
 

 What is a permit-by-rule (PBR) 

 Advantages of PBRs over traditional permits 

 Available PBR categories 

 Applying for PBR coverage 

 Converting permits to PBRs 

 Ongoing compliance and enforcement 

 Questions – use chat feature 

 



What is a PBR? 

 Optional, streamlined provision that exempts 
certain air pollution sources from the 
traditional permitting process (PTI/PTIO) 

 

 Defined in rule OAC 3745-31-03(A)(4) 

 

 Covers both installation and future operation 

 

 Contains defined qualifying criteria and 
operational requirements  



PBR vs. PTIO differences 

PBR PTIO 

Installation Fee None* $100 and up 

Application form Simple, 1-page Complex 

Processing time Immediate 2-6 months 

Permit requirements Pre-defined, 
cannot change 

Customized for 
facility 

Term Does not expire 5-10 yrs 

Annual Permit 
Evaluation Report (PER) 

No Yes 

Biennial emission fees None* Yes 

*no state fees, but some local air agencies charge local fees 



PBR rule structure 
OAC 3745-31-03(A)(4) 

(a)General provisions – applies to all PBRs 
Retain PBR-required records for 5 years 

Notification requirements for new (6) and pre-2005 (5) 
PBR categories 

Converting existing PTI/PTIO to PBR 

Reporting deviations & exceedances in 30 days 

Control equipment malfunction reporting 

 

(b) – (l) one paragraph for each category 

 

 

 



11 PBR categories 

(b) Emergency generators and 
pumps powered by internal 

combustion engines 

(c) Plastic injection/compression 
molding equipment 



PBR categories, cont. 

(d) Small crushing and screening plants 
(crushed stone, gravel, sand, etc.) 

(e) Soil-vapor or  (f) Soil-liquid 
remediation projects  



PBR categories, cont. 

(g) Auto body shops 

(h) and (i) Gas stations  



PBR categories, cont. 

(j) Gas-fired boilers 

(k) Small and  (l) Midsize 
printing facilities  



Background:  How Ohio EPA 
creates PBR categories 

 

• Many similar or identical sources in the state. 

• Similar in design and proven technology. 

• Low emission levels. 

• No stack testing requirements. 

• Well-established and stable regulatory 
requirements. 

 



Choosing the PBR option 

Step 1:  See if PBR category is available 

 

Step 2:  Review PBR category qualifying criteria 
     and operating conditions 

 

Step 3:  Complete and submit PBR notification 

 

Step 4:  Continually comply with PBR requirements 
     for operating parameters, recordkeeping, 
     etc. 



PBR qualifying criteria example:  
Auto body refinishing facility 

 Two or less paint booths 

 50 jobs/week or less 

 Use less than 3000 gallons/yr of VOC containing 
materials 

 Paint in enclosed, filtered spray booths 

 Use high-efficiency spray guns 

 Exhaust stacks meet certain parameters for 
height, exhaust volume, and proximity. 

 

Must meet all of these! 



Registering for PBR (new) 

 Download and complete notification form 

 Mail notification form to local district office 

 

 OR 

 

 Submit notification form online using Air Services 
thru Ohio EPA’s eBusiness Center 

 
Installation and operation can commence once district office 

receives PBR notification.  

 



For Air Services users  

access 
 history & info 

PBR Notification 
task 



Converting PTI/PTIO to PBR 

 Submit PBR form to District Office requesting 
conversion of existing permit to PBR 

 District processes permit revocation 

 District sends permit revocation letter to 
company 

 PBR coverage begins with date of letter 

 
Must comply with old permit conditions until date of letter – 
that is the legal transition point. 



Tracking Your PBR registration 

1. Contact your local district office to ensure 
receipt or send certified. 

 

2. Check PBR web page for online registration 
listing 

• that is the notification you are properly 
registered under PBR.   

• shows your 10-digit Facility ID number. 

 

 



PBR web site & demos 

 Notification Forms 

 Supplementary info 

 Compliance guidance 

 Online list of registrations 

http://epa.ohio.gov/dapc/pbr/permitbyrule.aspx 

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dapc/pbr/permitbyrule.aspx


PBRs and EPA Inspections  

 Inspector will check if company is maintaining 
any records required by PBR –may also check 
qualifying criteria. 

 

 Know who is maintaining PBR records and where 
they are kept. 

 

 Be sure to report any exceedances of PBR 
criteria, operating parameters, or emission 
limits!   



Things to remember: 

 By signing form, you agree to comply with all 
PBR terms and requirements. 

 Ohio EPA can revoke your PBR for non-
compliance and require you to get a permit. 

 Emission limits of PBR categories must be 
counted towards facility major/minor status. 

 Additional federal regulations, like area source 
NESHAPs, still apply if applicable. 



Additional Tips and Resources 

 Ohio EPA “Answer Place” 
http://ohioepa.custhelp.com/app/home 

 

◦ Gain access to FAQs, answers, and how-to 
videos 

◦ Search Agency’s database using keywords or 
Answer Place ID numbers 

◦ Sign up for an account and customize your 
support interests 

http://ohioepa.custhelp.com/app/home
http://ohioepa.custhelp.com/app/home


Additional Tips and Resources 

 

Air District Office map: 

www.epa.ohio.gov/dapc/general/dolaa.aspx 

 

Office of Compliance and Pollution Prevention (OCAPP)  

www.epa.ohio.gov/ocapp 

 

Permit-by-Rule website: 

www.epa.ohio.gov/dapc/pbr/permitbyrule.aspx 

 

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dapc/general/dolaa.aspx
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ComplianceAssistanceandPollutionPrevention.aspx
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dapc/pbr/permitbyrule.aspx


Questions? 


