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The gold level is designed to recognize businesses that exceed regulatory compliance 
obligations and commit to long-term strategies to reduce waste, lower emissions and improve 
environmental performance.  Any business in Ohio regardless of size may apply. To qualify for 
the gold level, applicants must: 
 

 Pass a comprehensive compliance check;  

 Implement and maintain an environmental management system (EMS);  

 Demonstrate a foundation of environmental stewardship; and  

 Commit to continuous environmental improvement by establishing and implementing 
annual goals related to waste/emission reductions or other environmental improvements.  

 
Each gold level member completes an annual performance plan that demonstrates to Ohio EPA 
and the public its environmental accomplishments over the year, its continued high level of 
environmental performance, and its maintenance of the membership criteria. 
 
Gold Level Benefits 
 

 an E3 flag to hang at the member's facility;  

 Ohio EPA news release touting the member's environmental accomplishments;  

 recognition at an awards ceremony and/or possibly a site visit by the Ohio EPA director;  

 a case study to publicize the member's proactive approach to environmental stewardship;  

 opportunity to work with Ohio EPA on regulatory and permitting flexibility options, 
potentially including expedited permit review, reporting flexibility, reduced inspection 
frequency and other options; and  

 an annual members’ meeting with Ohio EPA's director.  
 
Regulatory Flexibility Option 
 
Gold level members have the option to work with the Director’s Office of Ohio EPA to obtain 
regulatory flexibility for their operations.  Options do not have to be restricted to regulatory 
requirements and may include changes in Ohio EPA operating procedures and policies. The 
Ohio EPA’s Director’s Office and gold level members may work together to determine what type 
of regulatory flexibility options are feasible.  This will help Ohio EPA determine if changes to 
existing procedures, policies and regulatory programs are feasible for gold level members.  
 
Gold Level Eligibility 
  
The Gold Level has three eligibility requirements:  
 
1. Standard of Environmental Compliance  
 

Applicants must maintain an ongoing record of positive compliance with Ohio EPA’s 
environmental laws and regulations for a year prior to receipt of their application and during 
their three year membership term in the gold level program.  Applicants can be removed from 
the gold level program for not maintaining an ongoing record of positive compliance with Ohio 
EPA’s environmental laws and regulations.  In evaluating an applicant's compliance record, 
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Ohio EPA will use the compliance check process described in the gold level application 
instructions.  
 
This compliance evaluation will be coordinated by Ohio EPA’s Director’s Office and will 
include a review of environmental compliance records and information from U.S. EPA, Ohio 
EPA, the Ohio Attorney’s General Office and local environmental regulatory agencies. 

 

2. EMS Requirements and EMS Assessment  
 

Applicants must certify they have adopted and implemented an Environmental Management 
System (EMS) that meets the following elements:  

 

 Evidence of senior management support, commitment, and approval.  

 A written environmental policy directed toward compliance, pollution prevention, and 
continuous improvement.  

 Identification of the environmental aspects at the entity.  

 Prioritization of the environmental aspects and a determination of those aspects deemed 
significant considering, at the minimum, environmental impacts and applicable laws and 
regulations.  

 

 Established priorities, and environmental objectives and targets for continuous 
improvement in environmental performance and for ensuring compliance with applicable 
environmental laws, regulations, and permit conditions. Objectives and targets must go 
beyond current legal requirements and specify the:  

 
o Environmental media;  
o Types of pollution to be prevented or reduced;  
o Implementation activities; and,  
o Projected time frames.  

 

 An established community outreach mechanism that includes the following:  
 

o Identifying and responding to community concerns.  
o Informing the community of important matters that affect the community.  
o Reporting on the EMS, including, at a minimum, reporting to the public on the 

environmental policy and significant aspects.  
 

 Incorporation of environmental and pollution prevention planning in the development of 
new products, processes, and services and modifications of existing processes.  

 

 Evidence of clear responsibility for implementation, training, monitoring, EMS 
maintenance, and taking corrective action and for ensuring compliance with applicable 
environmental laws, regulations, and permit conditions. Examples for ensuring 
environmental compliance include third-party environmental consultant compliance audits 
and corporate environmental compliance audits.  
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 Documentation of the implementation procedures and the results of implementation.  
 

 Appropriate written EMS procedures.  
 

 An annual evaluation of the EMS with written results provided to senior management and 
affected employees.  

 
3. Commitment to Continuous Environmental Improvement  
 

Applicants need to commit to continued environmental improvement that builds on existing 
environmental stewardship activities that reduce impacts across all environmental media (air, 
water and land).  Commitments are expressed as environmental improvement activities that 
are chosen by the applicant, not by Ohio EPA. Commitments should relate to the applicant’s 
environmental aspects identified in their EMS and how the applicant’s environmental 
stewardship efforts are reducing environmental impacts across all environmental media (air, 
water and land).  These commitments should take into account local environmental priorities, 
community concerns, and pollution prevention opportunities.  In committing to continued 
improvement, applicants should not rely on any actions that are intended to attain compliance 
with existing legal requirements at the Federal, state, or local levels. Improvements should 
represent actions beyond existing legal requirements.  

 
Once a facility has determined it meets these three eligibility requirements, the facility can submit 
an application to the Ohio EPA Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution Prevention.  
Applications can be submitted at any time. Application materials are available at 
http://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ohioe3.aspx or by calling (800) 329-7518. 
 
Gold Level Site Visit 
 
Facilities submitting an application will be asked to host a site visit to complete the application 
process.  The purpose of this site visit is to provide reviewers with a better understanding of the 
application, to view activities described in the application in operation and to clarify information 
provided in the application.  A team of two (2) or more reviewers will conduct the site visit.  
Information collected during the site visit will be used to determine who is accepted into the Gold 
Level program.  Evaluation criteria for the site visit will be the same as that used for the 
application.  Additional site visits may occur based on information submitted in annual 
performance plans.  Photographs of the applicant’s operations may be taken during site visits to 
help promote the Encouraging Environmental Excellence Program and the activities described in 
the application.  
 
How to Submit a Gold Level Application 
 
A completed application must be submitted in either hard copy or electronic formats.  Additional 
copies of these application instructions are available at: http://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ohioe3.aspx.  
Copies of these application instructions can also be requested using the contact information 
below.  
 

http://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ohioe3.aspx
http://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ohioe3.aspx
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Hard copy applications should be submitted to: 
 

Bill Narotski 
Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution Prevention 
Ohio EPA 
P.O. Box 1049  
Columbus, OH 43216-1049 

 
Electronic format applications should be submitted to: 
 
   william.narotski@epa.ohio.gov  
 
Applicants need to provide the information described in the Gold Level Application Instructions 
section. Optional supporting documents, including charts, photographs, news clippings, news 
releases, publications or other materials may be included if it will provide greater understanding 
of the activities described in the application.  Be aware that information submitted will be used by 
OCAPP to publicize your participation in the Gold Level of the Encouraging Environmental 
Excellence Program.  Use your discretion in determining the type of information contained in 
your application.  If you determine that information may qualify as either trade secret or 
confidential business information under Ohio’s laws, discuss this with your reviewer. 
 
Questions regarding the Gold Level of the Encouraging Environmental Excellence Program 
should be directed to Bill Narotski at: 
 

Phone (Direct): 614-728-1264 
Phone (General):  614-644-3469 
Phone (Toll-Free):  800-329-7518 
Fax: 614-644-2807 

 
Gold Level Application and Review Deadlines  
 
Applications for the Gold Level are accepted by e-mail or written submission at any time.  Ohio 
EPA will review the application, complete the compliance check and provide an initial response 
to the applicant within 90 days. Additional information provided after the initial application will be 
reviewed and responded to within 30 days of receipt. A site visit will be scheduled as part of this 
initial response.  A final determination of the application will be based on the results of the site 
visit. It is anticipated that successful applicants will be recognized during an annual recognition 
ceremony.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:william.narotski@epa.ohio.gov
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GOLD LEVEL APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Provide the appropriate responses after each question below.  Response information can either 
be inserted below each question or provided in a separate document. 
 
SECTION A – Applicant and Contact Information 
 
Use the space below to provide the name of the facility applying for membership. If your 
company has multiple members in the program (or plans to have multiple members in the future), 
we suggest you choose facility names that distinguish one facility from another.   
 
If your facility is owned by another company, a division of a larger company, or is the 
responsibility of another company, provide the name of that company in the parent company 
field. Any parent company you list will not appear on E3 Gold Level documentation. If it is 
important the parent company appear in the facility's title, then include it in the facility name 
section.   
 
In the Location of Facility section, provide the physical location of the facility applying for 
membership. List all addresses of sites or buildings considered part of your facility.  
 
In the Contact Information section, provide information for the individual who should be contacted 
for additional information about your facility’s application. If applicable, use the Mailing Address 
item to provide an alternate mailing address for the facility contact person.   
 
Applicant Information 
 
Name of facility:  
 
Name of parent company: 
 
Location of facility (number and street address):  
 
City, State and ZIP Code: 
 
If your facility has multiple buildings or locations, list the addresses for these buildings and 
locations: 
 
Contact Information 
 
Name of contact (Mr., Mrs., Ms., or Dr.): 
 
Title: 
 
Telephone number: 
 
FAX number: 
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E-mail address: 
 
Mailing address (if different from street address): 
 
City, State and ZIP code: 
 
SECTION B – About Your Facility  
 
Provide some basic information about your facility in this section in order for Ohio EPA to 
evaluate your application.    
 
1. What do you do or make at your facility?   
 

Briefly describe the primary products that you manufacture, prepare, or assemble at your 
facility. For non-manufacturing facilities, describe the services you provide or activities you 
conduct.  

 
2. In what ways have you learned about E3 Gold Level?   
 

Describe the way(s) you learned about the E3 Gold Level program. This helps us to be more 
efficient in our program outreach.  

 
SECTION C - Environmental Compliance  
 
Applicants must maintain an ongoing record of positive compliance with Ohio EPA’s 
environmental laws and regulations for a year prior to receipt of their application and during their 
three year membership term in the gold level program.  Applicants can be removed from the gold 
level program for not maintaining an ongoing record of positive compliance with Ohio EPA’s 
environmental laws and regulations.  Applicants are required to submit the following information 
regarding their compliance status to Ohio EPA as part of the application.  Please note this 
information can be provided in separate documentation and does not need to be completed in 
the space provided below. 
 
 Part One - Regulatory Applicability, Permitting and Reports: Identify the wastes 

generated, permits held and reports required to be submitted by the facility. 
 
 Air: Does the facility have air permits that are current and consistent with the facility’s 

operations? Yes ___     No ___ 
 
 List the type of air permit if known (example: Title V, point source ,etc.).  
 
 Provide contact information (name, phone, address) for the state or local inspector(s) who 

review air related issues at the facility if known. 
 
 Water: Does the facility have water permits that are current and consistent with the facility’s 

operations?   Yes ___  No  ___  
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 Does the facility have a NPDES permit?   Yes ___  No  ___ 
 
 Does the facility have a Stormwater permit?   Yes ___  No  ___  
 
 Does the facility have a Pretreatment permit (discharge to POTWs)? 
 Yes ___  No  ___ 
 
 Does the facility have other water related permits? Yes ___  No  ___      
 List the type of permit(s) if known: 
 
 Provide contact information (name, phone, address) for the state or local inspector(s) who 

review water related issues at the facility if known. 
 
 Medical Waste/Infectious Waste: Does the facility generate medical waste/infectious 

waste?   Yes ___  No  ___ 
 
 Does the facility have medical waste/infectious waste permits?    
 Yes ___  No  ___ 
 
 List the type of medical waste/infectious permit (if known) or other related information. 
 
 Provide contact information (name, phone, address) for the state or local inspector(s) who 

review medical waste/infectious waste related issues at the facility if known. 
 
 Hazardous Waste: Does the facility generate hazardous waste?    
 Yes ___  No  ___ 
 
 And if so, what is the facility’s hazardous waste generator status?    
 
 Large Quantity Generator   ___    
 Small Quantity Generator   ___    
 Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator   ___ 
 
 Does the facility have hazardous waste permits? 
 Yes ___  No  ___ 
 
 List the type of hazardous waste permits (if known) or other related information. 
 
 Provide contact information (name, phone, address) for the state or local inspector(s) who 

review hazardous waste related issues at the facility if known. 
 
 SPCC (Spill Prevention Control & Countermeasure Plan): Does the facility have a SPCC 

plan?   Yes ___  No  ___ 
 
 Part Two - Inspections: Identify the whether the facility has been inspected in the past year 

by any of the following environmental programs: 
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 Air:   Yes ___   No  ____ 
 
 Water:   Yes ____  No ____ 
 
 Solid Waste:   Yes ____  No ____ 
 
 Hazardous Waste:   Yes ____  No ____ 
 
 Other:   Yes ____  No ____    Identify type of inspection: 
 
 Part Three - Enforcement & Compliance: Identify whether the following activities have 

occurred at the facility in the past year: 
 
 Has the facility had any Findings & Orders that have not resulted in a RTC (return to 

compliance)? 
 
 Have there been any spills at the facility that resulted in a release to the environment? 
 
 Have any NOV's (Notice of Violations) been issued to the facility that have not been 

addressed? 
 
 Has/Have the facility applied for immunity under Ohio's Audit Privilege and Immunity Law? 
 
 Are there any potential environmental-related issues at the facility that may result in some 

type of enforcement action in the future? 
 
SECTION D – Existing Environmental Stewardship Activities  
 
Facilities pursuing the E3 Gold program should be able to demonstrate a foundation of 
environmental stewardship. The goal of environmental stewardship is to reduce the impact of 
business activities on the environment beyond measures required by any permit or rule, 
producing a better environment, conserving natural resources and resulting in long-term 
economic benefits.  Indicators of environmental stewardship include: a commitment to go above 
and beyond compliance; a mature Environmental Management System (EMS) and integration of 
the EMS into the core business functions; aggressive environmental performance goals; and a 
process for communicating with the local community about program activities and progress 
toward performance goals.   
 
The E3 Gold program is intended for a specific facility.  Whenever referring to corporate policies 
or procedures, please detail how those policies and procedures affect and/or are implemented at 
this facility. 
 

Describe your existing environmental stewardship activities across all environmental 
media (air, water and land), include the following items when describing your 
environmental stewardship activities: 
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a. Economic benefits:  Describe short term and long term cost savings and quantify the 
investment required, cost avoided, efficiency achieved, and future potential payback.   

b. Impact to the environment:  Describe and provide measures of the extent the use, 
generation, and/or release of toxic materials or environmental wastes are reduced or 
eliminated.  

c. Resource conservation:  Describe and quantify the use of renewable, recovered or 
recycled materials. Specify how alternative materials are used to minimize waste by this 
practice.  Renewable materials typically are preferred over recovered/reused materials, 
which typically are preferred over recycled materials. 

d. Employee involvement:  Describe efforts to involve employees in the development and 
implementation of your environmental stewardship efforts. This may include training 
programs, recognition and awards, educating employees through company publications, 
involving employees in re-designing products or processes, or otherwise using employee 
ideas to reduce waste. 

e. Management commitment:  Describe management’s commitment to environmental 
stewardship.  Examples of management commitment may include: having a written 
company goal; promoting environmental stewardship through company policy; rewarding 
employees who promote environmental stewardship; and continuously improving 
environmental practices throughout the company. 

f. Promotion and dissemination:  Describe how information regarding your environmental 
stewardship efforts is made available and shared with others and/or used to promote 
similar practices outside your organization. 

g. Continuous improvement:  Describe how you use continuous improvement practices to 
achieve environmental stewardship and quantify any results.  This may include either 
incremental (progressive small steps) or breakthrough (giant step) actions. 

h. Environmental management system (EMS):  An environmental management system 
should be the basis of your environmental stewardship efforts.  Although additional 
information on your EMS is requested in subsequent parts of this section and the next 
section, you may want to include your EMS as part of the description of your existing 
environmental stewardship efforts.   

i. Environmentally preferable purchasing:  Describe and quantify your use and/or production 
of materials and services that are environmentally preferable. Environmentally preferable 
products or services have a lesser or reduced effect on human health and the 
environment when compared with competing products or services that serve the same 
purpose.  This comparison may consider raw materials acquisition, production, 
manufacturing, packaging, distribution, reuse, operation, maintenance or disposal of the 
product or service. 

j. Life cycle analysis:  Describe how your organization uses life cycle analysis to improve 
environmental performance and quantify any results.  Specify the life cycle stage(s) (raw 
material acquisition through waste management/end-of-life) in which reductions are 
accomplished. 

k. Environmental management accounting:  Describe your environmental management 
accounting practices to improve environmental performance and quantify any results. 

l. Innovation:  Describe how your environmental stewardship efforts are innovative and 
compare it to standard practices previously used.  Describe innovative research and 
development the organization uses to support this activity.   
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SECTION E. Environmental Improvement Activities 
 

One of the requirements for the gold level program is to identify environmental improvement 
activities you commit to pursue during your first year and to commit to pursue additional 
environmental improvement activities for each of the subsequent two years of your three year 
membership.  Environmental improvement activities should demonstrate how the applicant’s 
environmental stewardship efforts are reducing environmental impacts across all environmental 
media (air, water and land).  If you choose environmental improvement activities that are 
regulated, then you must commit to performance goals that go beyond the Federal, State, and 
local regulatory requirements.  
 
The E3 Gold program is intended for a specific facility.  Whenever referring to corporate policies 
or procedures, please detail how those policies and procedures affect and/or are implemented at 
this facility. 

 
1. Identify your environmental improvement activities.   

 
Describe your environmental improvement activities across all environmental media (air, 
water and land) based on your existing environmental stewardship efforts.  Provide the 
baseline year and the future goal year the improvements are expected to be achieved.  
Describe the annual quantities recorded from the baseline year and the quantities you are 
committing to achieve.  Describe what activities or process changes you plan to undertake at 
your facility to accomplish your activities (e.g., technology changes in a particular process 
line, employee training, etc.).  Provide a brief description of how you are going to accomplish 
your goals.  

 
 Some examples of potential environmental improvement activities include: 
 

 WATER USE REDUCTION 
 

Process Water 
 

 Have process modifications that would use less or no water been evaluated for 
implementation? Have water-less processes been considered?  

 Could rates be structured to reduce peak water demand?  

 Will automatic valves and water level sensors be employed to turn water off when not 
in use and to provide the precise amount when needed?  

 Will process water be recirculated until it is too dirty for use?  

 Will process water be recycled onsite and returned to the process or used to meet 
other onsite needs (e.g., landscaping)?  

 Replacing potable water used for industrial/process purposes with water from non-
potable sources when possible 

 Installing meters on high-flow processes and equipment to track and reduce water use 

 



 
11 

 

 
Landscaping and Irrigation 

 

 Will vegetation be planted that is drought tolerant and uses low levels of water? 

 Depending on the type of landscaping, is the most efficient type of water application 
specified for use? 

 Will daytime watering be prohibited? 

 Will automatic timers be employed, and will watering duration be monitored to prevent 
overwatering?  

 Can non-potable, treated wastewater be used for irrigation?  
 

 
 WASTE REDUCTION 

 

 Reducing the volume of hazardous materials used 

 Implementing operational changes to yield more efficient use or discarding of 
hazardous materials 

 Changing the type of materials used to less-hazardous alternatives 
 

 ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS 
 

 Natural habitat rehabilitation 

 Tree planting 

 Brownfield remediation 

 Invasive species control or elimination 

 Wildlife preservation 

 Runoff reduction by converting impervious areas to pervious land 

 Open space preservation 
 

 ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND USE REDUCTION 
 

 Updating manufacturing equipment to more energy efficient models 

 Engaging in proper machinery maintenance and upkeep 

 Implementing procedural changes to reduce energy consumption - changes to 

 The length or schedule of operations 

 Increasing employee education and awareness of energy-saving practices 
  

2. Do these activities address significant aspects in your EMS?  
 

During the planning phase of your EMS, you should have designated some of your 
environmental aspects as “significant.” Indicate whether or not your environmental 
improvement activities address any of those significant aspects, and if they don’t, explain why 
you believe they should be included as environmental improvement activities. 

 
3. Are you subject to Federal, State or local regulatory requirements for these 

activities?   
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Indicate if you have any regulatory requirements related to these activities – even if they do 
not directly address quantitative limits.  If you have any regulatory requirements related to 
these activities, list those requirements and explain how your commitments exceeds these 
requirements. This information is needed to make sure your commitments go beyond 
compliance.  

 
SECTION F – Environmental Management System 
 
Provide information about your environmental management system (EMS). We need to know 
about your EMS because it represents your facility’s systematic efforts to meet environmental 
requirements and improve environmental performance.   
 
1. What was the date of the last EMS assessment performed at this facility (month/year)?  

This date must be within the past 36 months to qualify for Gold Level membership.   
 

All facilities applying to the Gold Level must have had an assessment of their EMS prior to 
applying. Identify the month and year of your last EMS assessment.  

 
2. What type of protocol was used to perform the assessment?  
 

When conducting the EMS assessment, auditors can use the ISO 14001:2004 certification 
audit, Responsible Care EMS or 14001 audits, or some other assessment method, like a 
corporate audit.  Describe the protocol used when conducting the EMS assessment.  

 
3. Is your EMS certified to a recognized standard?  
 

Indicate whether your EMS is certified to a recognized standard and identify the standard if 
applicable.  

 
4. Does your EMS meet the following criteria for Gold Level membership?  
 

Describe whether your EMS meets the following criteria for Gold Level membership.  A “yes” 
or “no” response is sufficient for each of these items.   

 
A. Evidence of senior management support, commitment, and approval.  

B. A written environmental policy directed toward compliance, pollution prevention, and 
continuous improvement.  

C. Identification of the environmental aspects at the entity.  

D. Prioritization of the environmental aspects and a determination of those aspects deemed 
significant considering, at the minimum, environmental impacts and applicable laws and 
regulations.  

 
E. Established priorities, and environmental objectives and targets for continuous 

improvement in environmental performance and for ensuring compliance with applicable 
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environmental laws, regulations, and permit conditions. Objectives and targets must go 
beyond current legal requirements and specify the:  

 

 Environmental media;  

 Types of pollution to be prevented or reduced;  

 Implementation activities; and,  

 Projected time frames.  
 

F. An established community outreach mechanism that includes the following:  
 

 Identifying and responding to community concerns.  

 Informing the community of important matters that affect the community.  

 Reporting on the EMS, including, at a minimum, reporting to the public on the 
environmental policy and significant aspects.  

 
G. Incorporation of environmental and pollution prevention planning in the development of 

new products, processes, and services and modifications of existing processes.  
 

H. Evidence of clear responsibility for implementation, training, monitoring, EMS 
maintenance, and taking corrective action and for ensuring compliance with applicable 
environmental laws, regulations, and permit conditions. Examples for ensuring 
environmental compliance include third-party environmental consultant compliance audits 
and corporate environmental compliance audits.  

 
I. Documentation of the implementation procedures and the results of implementation.  

 
J. Appropriate written EMS procedures.  
 
K. An annual evaluation of the EMS with written results provided to senior management and 

affected employees.  
 
 
SECTION G – Annual Performance Plan  
 
Gold level membership is for a three year term that can be renewed for an additional three years 
at the end of the term.  An annual performance plan is required for each year of membership.  
The first plan is due one year after the member has been notified they have been accepted into 
the gold level program.  Future annual performance plans are due on that date for each 
subsequent year the facility is a member of the gold level program. The annual performance 
plan: 
 

 describes efforts to achieve the environmental improvement activities across all 
environmental media (air, water and land) described in the initial gold level application or 
the previous annual performance plan,  

 describes new environmental improvement activities across all environmental media (air, 
water and land) for the next year,  
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 updates the status of a member’s EMS, and 

 demonstrates an ongoing record of positive compliance with Ohio EPA’s environmental 
laws and regulations. 

 
Applicants can be removed from the gold level program for not providing this information or not 
maintaining an ongoing record of positive compliance with Ohio EPA’s environmental laws and 
regulations.  Be aware that information submitted in annual performance plans will be used by 
OCAPP to publicize your participation in the Gold Level of the Encouraging Environmental 
Excellence Program.  Use your discretion in determining the type of information contained in 
your application.  If you determine that information may qualify as either trade secret or 
confidential business information under Ohio’s laws, discuss this with your reviewer.  The annual 
performance plan form is available at Ohio EPA’s E3 website at: 
http://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ohioe3.aspx. 
 
SECTION H - Application and Participation Statement  
 
The purpose of this section is for the facility to certify that the information reported in the 
application is true, accurate, and complete, and that the facility continues to adhere to all the 
criteria for membership in the Gold Level program.   
 
The person who signs the form must: 
  

a) be the senior manager with responsibility for the facility,  
b) be fully authorized to execute the statement on behalf of the corporation or other legal 

entity whose facility is part of the Gold Level program, and  
c) have examined and be familiar with the information contained in the application.  

 
Once the rest of the application is completed, this person should read the Participation 
Statement below in its entirety and sign and date the statement in the space provided.   
 
On behalf of___________________________________________________________________ 
 
I certify that: 
 

 I have read and agree to the terms and conditions for application and participation in the Ohio 
EPA Gold Level Encouraging Environmental Excellence Program; 

 

 I have personally examined and am familiar with the information contained in this application. 
The information contained in this application is, to the best of my knowledge and based on 
reasonable inquiry, true, accurate, and complete, and I have no reason to believe the facility 
would not meet all program requirements; 

 

 My facility has an environmental management system (EMS), as defined in the Ohio EPA 
Gold Level Encouraging Environmental Excellence Program EMS requirements, including 
systems to maintain compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local environmental 
requirements in place at the facility, and the EMS will be maintained for the duration of the 
facility's participation in the program; 

http://epa.ohio.gov/ocapp/ohioe3.aspx
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 My facility has conducted an objective assessment of its compliance with all federal, state, 
and local environmental requirements, and the facility has corrected all identified instances of 
potential or actual noncompliance; 

 

 Based on the foregoing compliance assessment and subsequent corrective actions (if any 
were necessary), my facility is, to the best of my knowledge and based on reasonable inquiry, 
currently in compliance with applicable federal, state, and local environmental requirements. 

 
I agree that Ohio EPA’s decision whether to accept members into or remove them from the Ohio 
EPA Gold Level Encouraging Environmental Excellence Program is wholly discretionary.  
I am the senior facility manager or authorized facility signatory, and fully authorized to execute 
this statement on behalf of the corporation or other legal entity whose facility is applying to this 
program. 
 
Signature ___________________________________________ Date (month, day, year) ___________________ 
 
 
Printed Name Mr., Mrs., Ms., or Dr. ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Title _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone number __________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________ 
 
 
Name of facility ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address of facility (number and street) ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City, state, and ZIP code _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mailing address (if different from facility location): _ ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
City, state, and ZIP code ________________________________________________________________________ 
 


