
 
 

 

Re: Interested Party Review - Composting Rules 
 
Dear Interested Parties: 
 
The Division of Solid and Infectious Waste Management is in the process of conducting a review of the regulations for 
composting facilities.  This review is being conducted to satisfy requirements mandated by Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 
Section 119.032 which requires all state agencies to review each of their rules every five years to determine whether or 
not to continue the rules without change, amend the rules, or rescind the rules.  
 
This proposed rules revision creates a new Administrative Code chapter solely for composting regulations and 
extensively reorganizes the rules.  All composting rules will now be found in Chapter 3745-560.  Please note that as 
part of the rule reorganization efforts, several “multi-program chapters” where created.  These multi-program chapters 
consolidate requirements, such as licensing and financial assurance, that apply to many different solid waste facilities, 
including some composting facilities.  Since these new rules are relevant to composting facilities, they are being 
released at the same time to give composting stakeholders and opportunity to review them.  Ohio EPA prepared a 
guidance document titled “Guide for Reviewing the Draft Rules for Composting Facilities” explaining the organization of 
all chapters and providing examples of how they reference each other. We strongly recommend you read the guidance 
document attached prior to reviewing the rules.  
 
The current classification of composting facilities into four classes is maintained and is used as the basis for the 
reorganization.  Composting specific definitions and rules of general applicability are at the beginning of the chapter.  
Rules applicable to each class are grouped together as summarized below. 
 
  3745-560-01 to 99  Definitions and general applicability 
  3745-560-100 to 199  Class I 
  3745-560-200 to 299  Class II 
  3745-560-300 to 399  Class III 
  3745-560-400 to 499  Class IV 
 
The reorganization will allow operators and inspectors to identify those rules that apply to a given classification of 
composting facility.  Furthermore, the rules were reorganized by topic and numbered as consistently as possible.  For 
example, operational requirements are found in rule “_10” of each class (110, 210, 310 and 410).   Although this 
resulted in a higher number of rules, the rules are shorter and by containing only the information suggested by their 
titles, should allow easier access to the information.   The reorganization is outlined below. 
 
The Division of Solid and Infectious Waste Management (DSIWM) revised the Composting Rules as follows: 
 
Rule # Title: 
 
The following rules are proposed for rescission: 

 
3745-27-40 Classification of solid waste composting facilities. 
3745-27-41 Registration for Class II, III and IV composting facilities. 
3745-27-42 Permit to install application for Class I solid waste composting facilities. 
3745-27-43 Additional criteria for approval of permit to install applications for Class I solid waste composting 

facilities. 
3745-27-45 Solid waste composting facility operations. 
3745-27-46 Standards for the testing and distribution of solid waste compost. 
3745-27-47 Closure of solid waste composting facilities.   
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The following rules were reorganized and drafted as the new OAC Chapter 3745-560: 
 
All Composting Facilities: 
  
3745-560-01 Composting facilities – applicability  
3745-560-02 Composting facilities – definitions. 
3745-560-03 Composting registration application call-in schedules. 
3745-560-04 Composting – log of operations and annual report forms. 
 
Class I Composting Facilities: 
 
3745-560-100 Class I composting facility establishment. 
3745-560-101 Criteria and procedures for approval, termination, revocation, and administrative change of a class I 

composting facility permit to install. 
3745-560-102 Facility preparation requirements for class I composting facilities. 
3745-560-105 Alternative materials request for class I composting facilities. 
3745-560-110 Operational requirements for class I composting facilities. 
3745-560-115 Record keeping requirements for class I composting facilities. 
3745-560-120 Compost distribution requirements for class I composting facilities. 
3745-560-125 Compost sampling and testing requirements for class I composting facilities. 
3745-560-130 Compost quality standards for class I composting facilities. 
3745-560-135 Closure requirements for class I composting facilities. 
 
Class II Composting Facilities: 
 
3745-560-200 Class II composting facility establishment. 
3745-560-201 Criteria for approval and termination of a class II composting facility registration. 
3745-560-202 Facility preparation requirements for class II composting facilities. 
3745-560-205 Alternative materials request for class II composting facilities. 
3745-560-210 Operational requirements for class II composting facilities. 
3745-560-215 Record keeping requirements for class II composting facilities. 
3745-560-220 Compost distribution requirements for class II composting facilities. 
3745-560-225 Compost sampling and testing requirements for class II composting facilities. 
3745-560-230 Compost quality standards for class II composting facilities. 
3745-560-235 Closure requirements for class II composting facilities. 
 
Class III Composting Facilities: 
 
3745-560-300 Class III composting facility establishment. 
3745-560-301 Criteria for approval and termination of a class III composting facility registration. 
3745-560-302 Facility preparation requirements for class III composting facilities. 
3745-560-310 Operational requirements for class III composting facilities. 
3745-560-315 Record keeping requirements for class III composting facilities. 
3745-560-320 Compost distribution requirements for class III composting facilities. 
3745-560-325 Compost sampling and testing requirements for class III composting facilities. 
3745-560-330 Compost quality standards for class III composting facilities. 
3745-560-335 Closure requirements for class III composting facilities. 
 
Class IV Composting Facilities: 
 
3745-560-400 Class IV composting facility establishment. 
3745-560-401 Criteria for approval and termination of a class IV composting facility registration. 
3745-560-402 Facility preparation requirements for class IV composting facilities. 
3745-560-410 Operational requirements for class IV composting facilities. 
3745-560-415 Record keeping requirements for class IV composting facilities. 
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3745-560-435 Closure requirements for class IV composting facilities. 
 
In addition to the rule reorganization, changes in content are being proposed.  The following is a list of major changes 
to these rules: 
 

• Definitions.   
 

o The definitions of compost and composting were updated to more closely reflect the terminology used 
by the composting industry and academia. 

o The current naming of feedstocks as types (i.e. Type A for yard waste) has been eliminated as 
operators, in general, did not find this system very useful. 

 
• Exclusion from licensing and financial assurance requirements was added for Class II composting facilities 

that accept only food scraps and other feedstocks generated by the owner of the composting facility. 
Universities and other institutions are often interested in composting food scraps generated onsite.  The 
current rules require all Class II composting facilities to obtain an annual solid waste facility operating license 
and establish financial assurance, which has been a barrier for many institutions.  To further promote food 
scraps composting, DSIWM has proposed to exclude these institutions from the license and financial 
assurance requirements when the facility only accepts waste generated on-site, uses the compost on-site and 
have a maximum footprint of six hundred (600) square feet. Registration and operational requirements will still 
apply to ensure protection of public health and the environment. 

 
• The registration process for Class II, III, and IV composting facilities will remain a notification by the operator 

(registration-by-rule) but will now require an inspection of the facility prior to accepting solid waste. The 
registration will also require a plan view drawing for all composting facilities.  These changes will ensure that a 
composting facility meets siting criteria and can be used as tools to ensure compliance with applicable rules.  

 
• The composting methods were reviewed to include a minimum pile turning frequency performance standard. 

The composting of feedstocks is performance-based and it is important to have minimum operational 
requirements to ensure solid wastes are being adequately processed and ultimately distributed as a compost 
product.   

 
• A performance standard requiring distribution of a minimum amount of finished compost was added.  The 

distribution and turning frequency requirements described above have been designed to ensure proper 
management of composting facilities. 

 
• Clean whole wood (including pallets) for use as bulking agent can be accepted when the facility has the 

capability to process the material, at a minimum, annually.  As the composting industry has grown, more 
facilities have equipment available to grind clean whole wood.  This eliminates the need to obtain a variance. 

 
• Compostable serviceware was newly defined to allow Class I and II composting facilities to accept those 

products that meet ASTM standards D6400 or D6868. The market for compostable products has grown 
significantly and composting facilities are limited under current rules to biodegradable bags.  This new 
definition will allow Class I and II composting facilities to accept food scraps commingled with compostable 
serviceware. 

 
• The contingency plan addressing fires, spills, explosions and equipment failure is no longer required.  DSIWM 

considers that the goals of this requirement are achieved by enhanced operational performance standards. 
 

• For Class I facilities, a change in the type of feedstocks being received will now constitute an alteration to the 
permit-to-install and not a modification. 

 
 

• Closure requirement timeframes were shortened for facilities that are required to perform mandatory closure. 
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The requirements for removal of solid waste and cleaning and removal of leachate collection systems have 
been shortened from 180 and 210 days, respectively, to 30 days.  This rule has been designed to ensure that 
noncompliant facilities that must perform mandatory closure clean up the site immediately to appropriately 
protect public health and the environment.  This shortened timeframe will not impact properly managed 
composting facilities that the owner or operator is closing voluntarily. 

 
Where can I get a copy of the draft rules? 
 
You may view the draft rule at http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsiwm/pages/draft_rule.aspx, or call (614)644-2621 to obtain a 
copy. 
 
When are my comments due? 
 
Please submit your comments by February 1, 2011. 
 
Where should I send my comments? 
 
Please send your comments to: 
 
Angel Arroyo-Rodríguez 
Ohio EPA, DSIWM 
PO Box 1049 
Columbus, OH 43216-1049 
 
You may also send your comments by fax at (614)728-5315 or e-mail  
angel.arroyo-rodriguez@epa.ohio.gov 
 
Who can I talk to about the rules? 
 
For questions regarding the rule language or review schedule, you may contact Mr. Angel Arroyo-Rodríguez at 
angel.arroyo-rodriguez@epa.ohio.gov. Please include a phone number where you can be contacted during the hours 
of 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
 
What should I consider as I prepare my comments? 
 
You may find the following suggestions helpful for preparing your comments: 
 
1. Explain your views as clearly as possible. 
2. Describe any assumptions that you used. 
3. Provide any technical information and/or data you used that support your views. 
4. If you estimate potential burden or costs, explain how you arrived at your estimate. 
5. Provide specific examples to illustrate your concerns. 
6. Offer alternatives.  
7. Make sure to submit your comments by the comment period deadline. 
 
Thank you for your interest and we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pamela S. Allen, Chief 
Division of Solid and Infectious Waste Management 
 


