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To: State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) 
 
From:  Cindy DeWulf, DAPC & SERC Co-Chair 
 
Subject: August 14th, 2013 SERC Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: September 26th, 2013   
**************************************************************************************************** 
The August 14th, 2013 State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) meeting was 
called to order at the Ohio Emergency Management Agency in Columbus, Ohio by 
Cindy DeWulf, SERC Co-Chair (Ohio EPA). 
 
12 Voting Members were present: 
Cindy DeWulf, Ohio EPA, SERC Co-Chair 
Sima Merick, Ohio EMA, SERC Co-Chair (Alternate)  
Tim Kern, AG Office  
Dan Fisher, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Steve Wagner, Ohio Department of Health   
Jeff Leaming, State Fire Marshal’s Office 
Jack Pounds, Chemical Manufacturer Representative 
Richard Hughes, Industry Representative  
Brian Galligher, LEPC Representative 
Don McDonald, County Interest Representative 
Clyde McKenzie, Fire Chief Representative 
Rick Hoffman, Professional Firefighters’ Representative  
 
6 Voting Members were not present 
Raenell Nagel, Environmental Representative 
Willie Brantingham, Volunteer Firefighters’ Representative  
Toby Wagner, Ohio Department of Natural Resources  
Randy Van Dyne, Environmental Representative 
Staff Lieutenant Kenneth Kocab, State Highway Patrol 
Al Phillips, Ohio Department of Transportation 
 
Members not appointed by Governor 
Municipial Corporation Representative (Vacant)  
 
Waive the 24 Hour Rule: 
Brian Galligher made the motion, seconded by Dan Fisher, that the 24-hour rule be 
waived.  
 
          Record of Vote:        12 -For 
                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
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Approval of June 12th, 2013 SERC Meeting Minutes: 
 
Cindy asked for a motion to accept the June 12th, 2013 SERC meeting minutes. A 
motion was made by Sima Merick. Motion to accept was seconded by Jeff Leaming. 
 
          Record of Vote:        12 -For 
                                           0 -Against 
                                           0 -Abstain 
 
 
SERC Committee Reports: 
 
Executive: 
Cindy DeWulf stated that the Executive Committee met prior to today’s meeting. 
 
The SERC membership still has one vacancy (Municipal Corporation Representative) 
and that Raenell Nagel, environmental representative has indicated that she had to 
leave her spot on the Commission. Cindy still has not received anything official from 
Raenell on this issue. Cindy continues to work with the Governor’s Office of Board and 
Commission. 
 
The committee discussed the status of the proposed changes to the Ohio Revised Code 
exercise requirements which the SERC distributed to the LEPCs and EMA directors for 
comment.  There has been no progress to date, and the state agencies involved shall 
have a scheduled meeting to discuss the comments initially received from a few LEPCs. 
Most, if not all comments received to date centered more on the implementation and 
funding. 
 
Cindy continued to update on the status of the web based E-Plan reporting system 
currently being administered by the University of Texas (UT) Dallas. The E-Plan system 
is no longer being funded by the Department of Homeland Security, which will impact 
whether or not Ohio will continue moving forward with incorporating it into our Ohio 
program. The future stability of E-Plan is uncertain at this point in time, as UT Dallas is 
working to secure funding from states to continue operations. UT Dallas states that for 
$8,000 Ohio can provide our state data to them for uploading and emergency planners 
and responders can access off the system. Ohio and LEPCs will still have to do the data 
entry. For the E-Plan system to enable industry to report via web directly into the E-Plan 
system comes with an annual cost totaling $77,000. The Ohio EPA has asked LEPCs 
for feedback regarding their use of E-Plan and the responses to date have indicated 
that the LEPCs do not utilized E-Plan and do not plan on incorporating it into their 
emergency planning and response activities. 
 
The committee discussed the current status involving the environmental group petition 
to USEPA regarding ORC 3750.081 and its legality compared to the federal Emergency 
Planning and Community Right-to-Know law, USEPA’s response to the petition that 
stated the Ohio Revised Code does not supersede the federal law and our follow-up 



 

  

3 

 

actions to the issue. A letter has been drafted by Ohio EPA and is under review by the 
AGO’s. Tim Kern noted that the changes were well-intentioned, and mentioned that a 
careful review at ORC 3750.081 and ORC 1509.11 is needed to compare the data 
elements needed or that are lacking. Tim also noted that the main problem was in the 
implementation of the consolidated reporting.  In addition, the reporting date does not 
meet the March 1 reporting date under EPCRA. Another issue is the inability to ensure 
that each LEPC and fire department has direct access to the ODNR emergency 
response system through the internet. Finally, Tim noted that the AGO was concerned 
that, under EPCRA, the reports may be submitted after the reportable chemicals are no 
longer stored at the facility.  Brian Galligher stated that this could also apply to fixed 
facilities such as the oil and gas drilling sites where they may only have the chemicals 
on site for 30-45 days. Tim noted that the SERC needs to look at ways to get this 
information to the emergency responders much more quickly. Clyde McKenzie stated 
that his county gets updated information from the oil & gas companies through their 
township ordinance. Rick Hoffman mentioned that SERC needs to send a strong 
message to the LEPCs to work with their responders on this important issue.  
 
Cindy continued on the subject of trade secret. The Ohio EPA shall be sending out a 
letter on behalf of the SERC to those facilities reporting a trade secret on their inventory 
report, outlining the proper procedure for claiming a trade secret to ensure that they are 
making the claim in accordance to federal EPCRA law and to ensure that the reports 
filed with the SERC do not contain trade secret information. There is a formal process 
that needs to take place to legally make claim of a trade secret. 
 
The committee briefly discussed President Obama’s Executive Order “Improving 
Chemical Facility Safety and Security” dated August 1, 2013. The order is part of the 
meeting packet.  
 
Record retention schedules for SERC and LEPC related files and reports were 
discussed. There is no language written either in federal or state EPCRA law that 
addresses this issue. SERC has no policy the retention of exercises and plans. Ohio 
EMA would like to draft such policy for exercise and plan reports and files. 
   
Administrative & Funding:  
The committee met prior to today’s SERC meeting, and Cindy DeWulf provided the 
update. 
 
Most of the meeting centered on discussing the E-Plan web based system and web 
reporting needs. The discussion was similar as discussed already in the SERC 
Executive Committee report. The concern the committee has with E-Plan is the stability 
(or lack thereof) of having the system in place from one year to another.   
 
Operations & Issues: 
No meeting was held by the Committee due to post wind storm activities from the EMAs 
on the committee.  
 
Training and Education: 
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The committee met prior to today’s SERC meeting. 
 
Don McDonald stated that the group finalized the agenda and topics for the October 
30th, 2013 LEPC Conference. There will be one session in the morning regarding the 
railroad derailment incident in Columbus, Ohio. There will be 3 breakout sessions in the 
afternoon and the conference shall conclude by 3:00 pm. Don McDonald shall get the 
conference announcement flyer to Jeff Beattie for statewide distribution. 
 
The committee wants to coordinate with the EMA training council to improve upon and 
expand the statewide training in area of hazardous materials. The committee also wants 
to improve upon the training opportunities to other responders and just not fire 
departments. The committee’s first priority centers on reintroducing hazmat awareness 
training to law enforcement.    
 
Agency Reports: 
   
EMA 
 
Ohio EMA indicates that there are 45 LEPC Exercises up for SFY 2013 Exercise 
Concurrence. Clyde McKenzie made a motion to approve Resolutions 2013-52 thru -
95 as documented. Don McDonald seconded the motion. No discussion.  
 
               Record of Vote:  12/11- For 

0- Against 
1-Abstain (Hoffman-Fairfield; McDonald-Stark; Galligher-Delaware) 

 

   
 

Rich Lauffer (EMA) raised an issue to the SERC regarding Paulding County LEPC. This 
year, the LEPC was required to do a full scale exercise with EOC activation. Rich 
related that the LEPC had 4 people show up, it could not get exercise evaluators and no 
exercise controller, and it was poorly designed.  Rich called off the exercise due to 
these major flaws, and no execution of exercise took place. So, the LEPC received no 
exercise credit. The LEPC is aware of the issue as well as their County Commissioners. 
This is the fourth time in last 4 exercise cycles that this has happened in Paulding 
County. They are fine with losing the exercise portion of the grant and Paulding County 
LEPC has had one (1) full scale exercise in last 16 years. Cindy DeWulf stated that the 
Executive Committee needs to discuss the issue. 
                                        
 
EPA 
 
Cindy DeWulf introduced “2013-2115 LEPC Membership Appointment” Resolution 
2013-96, appointing 57 statewide LEPC memberships for a new two (2) year term. Jack 
Pounds made a motion to approve. Rick Hoffman seconded the motion.  
 
               Record of Vote:   12- For 
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                                           0- Against 
                                           0- Abstain 
 
LEPC meeting minutes were provided for Clermont, Hardin, Miami, Putnam and Stark 
planning districts. 
  
ODNR: Not in attendance. 
 
PUCO: No report. 
 
Health: No report. 
  
SHP: Not in attendance. 
 
SFM: No report. 
 
ODOT: Not in attendance. 
 
AGO: No report. 
 
Other: Cindy announced that this is the last SERC meeting for Jack Pounds, Ohio 
Chemistry Technology Council. Jack is retiring from the council, has been on the SERC, 
SERC Executive Committee and a key member of our Administration and Funding 
Committee since December of 2003. We want to extend a thank you to Jack for all his 
service on the SERC. Richard Hughes made a motion to issue a SERC recognition 
resolution and certificate to Jack Pounds as a way to recognize Jack and all his time 
commitment to the SERC. Brian Galligher seconded the motion. Jeff Beattie and Cindy 
will follow-up.   
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 


